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Insellem lill-qarrejja kollha ta’ dan il-ktejjeb li ta’
kull sena 1-Ghaqda Muzikali Imperial tippubblika
fl-okkazjoni tal-festa ta’ Marija Bambina. Fih insibu
taghrif dwar il-hidma li tkun saret matul is-sena ta’
qabel kif ukoll taghrif iehor interessanti. Il-festa
ta’ Marija Bambina hija 1-qofol tal-attivitajiet li
I-ghaqda taghna torganizza matul is-sena, li ghaliha
twaqgqgfet u hadmet matul is-snin. Dan ghandu jibga’
jsir biex inkomplu nsahhu ¢-¢elebrazzjoni tal-festi
f’pajjizna halli nkomplu nkabbru dan il-patrimonju
taghna 1-Maltin.

Bhalma kont ktibt fil-messagg tieghi tas-sena
lI-ohra, din is-sena kienet sena impenjattiva hafna
ghax hdimna fuq diversi progetti pjuttost kbar biex
inkomplu nsebbhu u nattrezzaw il-kazin taghna
dejjem ahjar.

It-tishinh tal-entratura tal-kazin u I-har

Kien ilu jinhass il-bZonn li l-entratura tal-kazin
u l-bar jigu rinovati u modernizzati ghax mad-
daqga t’ghajn kif wiehed jidhol fil-kazin taghna,
I-impressjoni li tiehu kienet taghti stampa differenti
mis-sbuhija u l-attrezzar li jgawdi minnhom il-
kazin taghna. Tant hu hekk li kienu saru hafna
preparamenti biex dan ix-xoghol isir, fosthom anke
permess tal-MEPA, izda minhabba l-ispiza involuta
u anke ghax ried prattikament jinghalaq il-bar tal-
kazin, dan ix-xoghol qatt ma nbeda. Izda kollox
ha dimensjoni ohra meta s-sena li ghaddiet, grazzi
ghall-Ministru 1-Onorevoli Clayton Bartolo, fondi
mill-Awtorita Maltija ghat-Turizmu kienu katalisti
biex il-Kumitat Direttiv jiechu dec¢izjoni importanti
u jinghata bidu ghal dan il-progett tant mehtieg u
importanti. Fl-istess zmien thabbar 1i kien se jibda
x-xoghol ta’ tisbih ta’ Misrah il-Parroc¢¢a u ghalhekk
kien tajjeb li x-xoghol jibda fl-istess Zmien biex
I-impatt li jhallu dawn ix-xoghlijiet ikun wiehed
mill-inqas.

Saru diskussjonijiet mal-Perit Joseph Attard u
ngabu l-istimi necessarji biex ix-xoghol ikun jista’
jibda. L-ispiza ghal dan il-progett ma kinitx wahda
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L-Ghauda Muzikali Imperial

tul I-ahhar Sena

7ghira, izda grazzi wkoll
ghal ghajnuna kbira li sibna
mid-diretturi tal-kumpaniji
Carmel Vella Ltd u Central
Asphalt Ltd, li gentilment
offrew li jaghtu sitt travi
kbar tal-hadid, il-kumitat
kien kunfidenti li kien se jkollu I-finanzi necessarji
biex iwettaq dan ix-xoghol. Kien propju nhar it-22
ta’ Frar 2023 li beda x-xoghol tal-kostruzzjoni mill-
kuntratturi Carmel u Malcolm Cilia, li b’sengha
u hila kbira tellghu sitt travi kbar 1i jserrhu fuq
erba’ kolonni wagqt li nehhew il-hitan u l-arkati li
kien hemm. Il-kazin ha dehra ohra meta tara dak
il-ftuh kollu (open plan) malli tidhol mill-bieb tal-
kazin. Wara li tlesta x-xoghol ta’ kostruzzjoni, kien
imiss li jsiru s-servizzi kollha nec¢essarji. Ix-xoghol
tat-tibjid u zebgha sar mis-Sur Darren Vella. Kien
propju nhar il-Gimgha 14 ta’ Lulju li I-bar rega’
beda jopera mill-ewwel sular wara li x-xoghol kollu
kien lest.

Dan ix-xoghol ha ftit aktar minn hames xhur
biex tlesta. Ma kienx xoghol facli u d-diffikultajiet
ma nagsux, imma zgur li se jhalli impatt kbir u gqed
jaghti dehra ohra lill-kazin. Minn qalbi rrid nghid
grazzi kbira lill-Ministru tat-Turizmu I-Onorevoli
Clayton Bartolo u I-Awtorita Maltija tat-Turizmu
ghall-ghajnuna kbira permezz tal-fondi biex seta’
jsir dan il-progett. Grazzi minn qalbi lid-diretturi
tal-kumpaniji Carmel Vella Ltd u Central Asphalt
Ltd, li offrew it-travi l-kbar tal-hadid u ghajnuna
ohra logistika li kien hemm bzonn wagqt li kien ged
isir dan ix-xoghol. IlI-Perit Joseph Attard li dejjem
kien disponibbli wagqt ix-xoghol kollu li kien ged
isir u dan jaghmlu mill-qalb u minghajr hlas. Grazzi
perit! Lill-kuntratturi Carmel u Malcolm Cilia ghax-
xoghol tal-kostruzzjoni u lis-Sur Darren Vella ghax-
xoghol ta’ tikhil u zebgha. Grazzi wkoll lil hafna
volontiera li taw l-ghajnuna taghhom biex sar dan
ix-xoghol kollu.
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Restawr tal-faccata tal-kazin

Ir-restawr tal-faccata tal-kazin kien progett
iehor li kien ged isir biex il-fa¢c¢ata tal-kazin tiehu
dehra ferm isbah u hekk tikkumplimenta u tagbel
ahjar mal-estetika ta’ Misrah il-Parro¢c¢a. Id-disinn
tal-fac¢ata sar mill-iskultur Emanuel Cini fuq stil
Neoklassiku. Xoghol ta’ restawr huwa xoghol
delikat li jitlob sengha kbira, aktar u aktar meta
x-xoghol ged isir fuq bini ezistenti. Dan ix-xoghol
ilu li nbeda madwar erba’ snin u sa ftit xhur ilu kien
hemm lest ir-restawr fuq it-tieni sular tal-fac¢cata
tal-kazin. Meta l-kumitat, madwar sena u nofs ilu,
iddecieda li jsir il-progett ta’ tisbih tal-bar li semmejt
aktar gabel, kien deciz li r-restawr fuq l-ewwel
sular jieqaf u jitkompla wara li jkun tlesta x-xoghol
fuq in-naha ta’ gewwa tal-kazin. Dan minhabba li
x-xoghol li sar fuq in-naha ta’ gewwa seta’ jkollu
impatt fuq il-faccata tal-kazin. Madwar tliet xhur
ilu, wara li tlesta x-xoghol ta’ kostruzzjoni fil-bar
tal-kazin, tkompla x-xoghol fuq ir-restawr tal-
faccata. B’sodisfazzjon kbir nghid 1i dan ir-restawr
sebbah mhux ftit il-fac¢ata tal-kazin.

Dan ix-xoghol kien importanti hafna u issa li
I-fa¢cata tal-kazin hija wahda mill-aktar faccati
prominenti li nsibu f’Misrah il-Parro¢¢a. Dan il-
progett sar grazzi ghall-fondi li l-kazin inghata
mill-iskema “Irrestawra Darek 2018 amministrata
mill-Awtorita tal-Ippjanar. Dan ix-xoghol seta’ jkun
possibbli grazzi ghall-iskultur Emanuel Cini, li
frott I-esperjenza vasta tieghu, ta dehra gdida lill-
facc¢ata tal-kazin, u bhal dejjem, grazzi ghall-Perit
Joseph Attard li ha hsieb I-applikazzjoni quddiem
I-Awtorita tal-Ippjanar u d-dokumenti relatati mal-
iskema msemmija. Grazzi wkoll lil dawk kollha li
hadmu fuq dan il-progett, lis-Sur Frankie Bartolo,
I-ahwa Stephen u Mark Galea u s-Sur Lino Calleja
ghax-xoghol ta’ lavur u tqeghid tal-gebel. Fl-ahhar
izda mhux I-inqas lis-Sur John Sammut, Christopher
Xuereb u I-haddiema ta’ JDS Furniture Ltd ghax-
xoghol fuq l-aperturi tal-faccata mahdumin b’sengha
kbira. Grazzi wkoll lil hafha volontiera li taw dagqa
t’id fejn kien hemm il-bzonn.

Blokka gdida ghall-arblu tal-bandiera biex jigu
eliminati l-ventijiet

Wara l-intervent li sar fuq il-fa¢¢ata nhasset il-
htiega li ssir blokka tal-konkos li maghha jintrabat
l-arblu fuq il-bejt tal-kazin minghajr il-htiega li
jkollu aktar bzonn il-ventijiet u l-pupress bhala
sapport biex dan izomm wieqaf. Ma’ din il-blokka
se tkun mahduma sistema mekkanizzata li permezz
ta’ pompa li tahdem bil-hydraulic, it-tlugh u I-inzul
tal-arblu jista’ jsir facilment minn fuq il-bejt tal-
kazin. Din is-sistema biex jittella’ 1-arblu tal-kazin
kien ilha tithaddem hafna snin imma issa ged naraw
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li tkun integrata bhala parti minn dan il-progett. Ix-
xoghol fuq il-blokka tal-kazin ged isir bl-ghajnuna
tal-volontiera membri tal-kazin dejjem taht id-
direzzjoni tal-Perit Joseph Attard li dejjem insibuh
disponibbli kull meta jkun hemm il-bzonn.

Tishih ta’ Misrah il-Parrocca

F’Ottubru tas-sena l-ohra nghata bidu ghal
xoghol estensiv biex Misrah il-Parro¢¢a jinghata
dehra isbah, b’pavimentar gdid li jixraq tassew lil
din il-pjazza b’pozizzjoni unika f’Malta. Id-dehra
u l-ambjent tal-pjazza nbidlu totalment, id-disinn u
x-xoghol tal-pavimentar huma tassew sbieh u taw
dimensjoni ghalkollox differenti lil dan il-post.
Hajr lil Infrastracture Malta u l-Awtorita Maltija
tat-Turizmu ghal dan il-progett u fuq quddiem il-
Ministru tat-Turizmu 1-Onorevoli Clayton Bartolo
li hadem qatigh biex jara li dan ix-xoghol li kien
fir-responsabbilta tal-ministeru tieghu mhux biss
ikun lest fil-hin biex jitgawda kemm mill-Maltin
u mit-turisti li jzuruna fix-xhur tas-sajf, imma jkun
hemm l-infrastruttura kollha biex ma jtellef xejn
mill-armar li 1-ghaqdiet li jaghtu sehemhom fil-
festa ma jsibu l-ebda diffikulta. Hajr lill-kuntattur
li hadem fuq dan il-progett tal-ghajnuna tieghu biex
saru s-servizzi u xoghol iehor mitluba mill-ghaqda
taghna, u ghad-disponibbilta u I-koperazzjoni shiha
li tana. Fl-ahhar nappella lil kulhadd biex nibzghu
ghal dak li sar u niehdu hsiebu ghax b’hekk biss
inkunu nistghu ngawduh ghal hafna snin.

L-Ghaqda tan-Nar Marija Bambina

Nixtieq nifrah lill-Ghaqda tan-Nar Marija
Bambina li rebhet il-Festival Internazzjonali tal-
Loghob tan-Nar tal-Ajru ta’ din is-sena. Unur li
huwa mertu ghall-hidma li 1-ghaqda taghmel u li
bih jifrah il-poplu Melliehi. Prosit lil kull min ta
s-sehem tieghu.

It-Taghlim tal-Muzika

Ghalkemm matul 1-ahhar xhur konna impenjati
ferm bix-xoghol li kien ged isir fil-kazin, bhala
kumitat dejjem qghadna attenti li nibqghu naghtu
l-attenzjoni taghna lill-banda, il-kor u dawk
l-attivitajiet 1i lkoll flimkien ikomplu jmexxu ’l
quddiem socjeta hajja u attiva. Kultant facli li taghti
prijorita lil haga wahda u ma taghtix importanza lix-
xoghol li jkun mehtieg biex socjeta tibqa’ miexja ’l
quddiem. Ghalhekk hassejna I-htiega li t-taghlim
tal-muzika jkompli jaggorna ruhu maz-zminijiet
u s-sistemi li dejjem jinbidlu u jizviluppaw.
F’Novembru tas-sena l-ohra, wara konsultazzjoni
bejn il-kumitat u s-Surmast Direttur, inhatru zewg
ghalliema godda. Dawn huma s-sur Manuel Cassar,
li jghallem I-istrumenti tal-injam, u s-sur Mark



Artin Beauty

MED-AESTHETIC CLINIC

It

< A
e
¥

| .
(3]
L

L ':}; V

\ib

« Botox & Dermal Fillers

« Laser Hair Removal

»° Advanced Aesthetic Facials
»” Semi Permanent Make Up
« Pedi Spa

» Solarium Tanning

=« Vein Treatments & Tattoo Removal

.

YA =

. | : -- " -

» Body Shaping Treatments

«” Laser Resurfacing Peels

=« HIFU - Facelifts

« Stretch Marks & Pigmentation
«” Acne & Rejuvination

=~ Massage

=« Cosmetics &§ much more...

@ 132 Triq il-Kbira, Mellieha info@artinbeauty.com
(L) +356 21522123 www.artinbeauty.com
+356 99 843 941 (f) Art in Beauty




ROCS ® MAPFRE | MSV Life

66The important thing in life
is to have a great aim, and the
determination to attain it. 99

It’s never too early to start saving
for your future.

Call us for your non-obligatory appointment today!
+356 2015 1320 | +356 99477121 | pensjoni@pensjoni.com | www.pensjoni.com

ROCS Co. Limited is an enrolled Tied Insurance Intermediary under the Insurance Distribution Act for
MAPFRE MSV Life p.l.c. (MMSV). MMSV (C-15722) is authorised under the Insurance Business Act. Both
entities are regulated by the Malta Financial Services Authority.



2023

Vella, li jghallem l-istrumenti tar-ram. Sar tibdil
fis-sistema tat-taghlim u qeghdin nahdmu biex
I-ghaqda taghna tkun minn ta’ quddiem sabiex
tissieheb fil-progett li se tkun ged tniedi 1-Ghaqda
Nazzjoni Kazini tal-Banda b’kollaborazzjoni mal-
MCAST. It-taghlim tal-muzika huwa s-sinsla tal-
banda u l-banda hija I-fulkru tas-socjeta; ghalhekk
ghandha tinghata l-akbar attenzjoni u investiment.
B’sodisfazzjon nghid li kien hemm rispons tajjeb
ghal dan ix-xoghol 1i sar fejn jidhol it-taghlim
tal-muzika u rajna numru akbar ta’ studenti li qed
jattendu ghat-taghlim tal-muzika fil-kazin taghna.

Wagqt li minn qalbi nawgura lis-Sur Manuel
Cassar u lis-Sur Mark Vella fil-kariga gdida bhala
ghalliema tal-muzika mal-Banda Imperial, nixtieq
nirringrazzja lill-ghalliema prec¢edenti, is-Sur
Geoff Thomas, is-Sur Philip Schembri u s-Surmast
Anthony Borg tal-impenn u I-hidma taghhom fit-
taghlim tal-muzika fi hdan 1-Ghaqda Muzikali
Imperial.

Din is-sena sar hafna xoghol biex inkomplu
nsebbhu u naghtu valur mizjud lill-kazin taghna, il-
post fejn il-membri u nies ohra jiltagghu u jghaddu
I-hin liberu taghhom. Dan ix-xoghol kien jitlob
impenn akbar, l-aktar minna I-membri tal-kumitat
direttiv, fosthom decizjonjiet fuq finanzjament tal-
progetti, ippjanar tax-xoghol u affarijiet ohrajn li
jistghu jinqalghu meta jkun ged isir xoghol ta’ dan
it-tip. Imma b’sodisfazzjon nghid li f’dawn ix-xhur

sar hafna xoghol biex il-kazin inbidel u ha dehra
¢dida kemm minn barra kif ukoll minn gewwa.
Bhala kumitat ippruvajna mill-ahjar li nistghu biex
il-hajja u l-attivita fil-kazin tibqa’ ghaddejja b’mod
normali. Bilfors li kien hemm certu limitazzjonijiet
minhabba n-natura tax-xoghol 1i kien qed isir,
imma sa fejn kien possibbli ridna li I-hajja fil-kazin
tkompli miexja b’mod normali. Bhalma sar tibdil
fit-taghlim tal-muzika, irridu naraw fejn hemm il-
htiega li naggornaw jew nibdlu ogsma ohra li jistghu
jitmexxew b’mod ahjar biex jikkontribwixxu ahjar
fit-tmexxija tal-ghaqda taghna. Imma fuq kollox il-
hajja ta’ kull ghaqda timxi ’l quddiem kemm ikun
hemm partecipazzjoni ta’ individwi li lesti jaghtu
s-sehem taghhom b’hidma volontarja. Dak kien li
sawwar l-ghaqdiet taghna. Forsi fil-hajja tal-lum
ghandna hafna impenji u I-hajja mghaggla, izda jien
konvint li jekk ikun hemm rieda u bi ftit sagrifi¢¢ju
kulhadd jista’ jaghti s-sehem tieghu halli I-Ghaqda
Muzikali Imperial tkompli miexja 'l quddiem.

Naghlaq dan il-messagg billi minn qalbi
nirringrazzja lil dawk kollha li b’xi mod jew iehor
jaghtu l-ghajnuna u s-sehem taghhom biex 1-Ghaqda
Muzikali Imperial tkompli miexja 'l quddiem. Ejja
mela lkoll flimkien inkomplu nahdmu biex il-futur
ikun isbah u ahjar.

Nawgura lil kulhadd biex ni¢celebraw il-festa ad
unur Marija Bambina fi spirtu ta’ ferh u ghaqda li
jaghmel gieh lill-Mellieha.

Bejn il-25 t Awwissu u t-8 ta’ Settembru 2023
ser inxandru ‘live’
l-attivitajiet tal-Ghagda Muzikali Imperial
u I-funzjonijiet religjuzi

fl-okkazjoni tal-

Festa ta’ Marija Bambina 2023

fuq is-sit elettroniku
www.imperialbandclub.com




Nixtieq nibda billi nirringrazzja minn qalbi lill-
Ghaqda Muzikali Imperial ta’ din l-opportunita
biex inwassal il-messagg tieghi bhala Sindku tal-
Mellieha fil-ktejjeb 1i 1-ghaqda tippubblika ta’ kull
sena fl-okkazjoni tal-festa.

[l-festa tar-rahal hija xi haga tradizzjonali li
ahna 1-Maltin ilna ni¢celebraw snin twal. Tiehu
gost li ta’ kull sena tara rahal wiehed maghqud biex
flimkien nic¢celebraw il-festa ta’ Marija Bambina.
L-Ghaqda Muzikali Imperial hija ghaqda ohra fil-
lokalita taghna li tahdem bla waqfien mhux biss
matul il-jiem tal-festa izda matul is-sena kollha.
Ta’ dan nirringrazzja lill-membri kollha tal-
impenn taghhom b’risq il-komunita Mellihija. Dan
huwa wkoll is-sabih tar-rahal taghna fejn tirrenja
I-ghaqda, fejn b hidma flimkien inkomplu naghmlu
lill-Mellieha unika. Ghalhekk inkompli nheggeg
lil dawk kollha 1i jistghu, biex jersqu 'l quddiem
u jaghtu s-sehem taghhom fil-komunita. Bhalissa
wkoll ghaddejja hidma fuq ir-restawr tal-faccata tal-
kazin tal-Ghaqda Muzikali Imperial u dan ikompli
juri l-impenn ta’ din 1-ghaqda biex tkompli taggorna
maz-zminijiet. Prosit ta’ dan il-progett mill-isbah.

Is-Sindku tal-Kunsill Lokali tal-Mellieha

2023

Ta’ kull sena wkoll jigu
organizzati attivitajiet mill-
ghaqdiet tal-lokal  biex
niftakru f’hutna l-emigranti
li jkunu hallew pajjizna
snin twal ilu u ta’ kull sena
jigu jiccelebraw  il-festa
maghna. Huwa sabih li nilgghuhom u ni¢¢elebraw
flimkien ma’ hutna Maltin u Mellihin. Bhala Kunsill
Lokali tal-Mellieha geghdin nahdmu u ha nibqghu
nahdmu bla heda. F’dawn l-ahhar snin sar xoghol
u ttiehdu decizjonijiet li forsi ma jidhrux, pero li
huma importanti ghal-lokalita taghna. Ma nistax ma
nirringrazzjax lill-haddiema kollha tal-Kunsill tal-
impenn taghhom ta’ kuljum, li hafna drabi ma jkunx
facli ghax id-domanda dejjem tizdied.

Nixtieq naghlaq dan il-messagg billi f’ismi u
f’isem shabi 1-kunsilliera kollha u l-istaff tal-kunsill,
nirringrazzja lill-President, is-Sur Josef Borg, u lil
shabu kollha, tal-hidma bla waqfien taghhom matul
is-sena kollha, u lill-familjari taghhom tas-sapport.

Nawgura l-festa t-tajba lil kulhadd. Viva Marija
Bambina!

Airconditioning &
Refrigeration Sales,
Services & Repairs

Stephen Deguara
Q) 9947 5290

Email: stephen.deguara. r‘l@gmall com
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Il-festa parrokkjali hi tradizzjoni Maltija antika
sewwa. II-qalba taghha hi I-festa tal-patrun jew patruna
tal-parrocc¢a, allura hi principalment festa religjuza.
Biss, peress li ahna 1-bnedmin maghmulin minn ruh u
gisem, anke dak li hu spiritwali, sikwit inlibbsuh libsa
materjali.

Hekk, il-festi religjuzi taghna huma mdawrin
u libsin b’hafna drawwiet u mgiba li fil-fatt jolqtu
wisq aktar lill-gisem milli r-ruh. U billi ahna poplu
Mediterranju, il-festi taghna x’aktarx ikunu festi
storbjuzi — irridu l-baned, irridu n-nar, nitkellmu
nghajtu u l-kumplament.

Fih innifsu dan ma fih xejn hazin — l-istess Gest
kien jattendi l-festi ta’ niesu. Narawh jiehu sehem fil-
(nahseb li xorob xi naqra mill-ilma li bidel f’inbid!) u
diversi drabi kien mistieden ghal xi ikla ma’ hbiebu.
Ghalhekk m’hemm xejn hazin filli nzewqu I-festi
religjuzi taghna bi drawwiet li huma ispirati mill-
folklor ta’ pajjizna. Anzi, nahseb li nistghu nghidu
li sikwit kienu dawn l-istess festi li spiraw diversi
drawwiet folkloristic¢i.

Realtajiet stori¢i li ghadda minnhom pajjizna
komplew jipprovdu mod kif ni¢¢elebraw dawn il-festi.
Hekk, l-isparar tal-kanuni tax-xwieni tal-Kavallieri ta’
San Gwann kien dak li fil-bidu spira I-loghob tan-nar li
mdorrijin bih. II-baned militari ta’ Zzmien 1-Inglizi kienu
1-bidu tal-baned u I-mar¢i tal-festi kif narawhom illum.

Zmienna wkoll ged jintrodu¢i drawwa ohra f’dawn
il-festi li hi ispirata mill-muzika kontemporanja - il-
muzika disco fil-granet ta’ qabel jew anke dakinhar tal-
festa nnifisha. Jekk ikolli nghid il-veritd ma jidhirlix li
din il-kwalita ta’ muzika tmur tajjeb mal-festi taghna,
ukoll ghax x’aktarx li din id-drawwa hi marbuta ma’
xorb ec¢cessiv li jaghmel il-hsara u jkerrah minflok
isebbah il-festa.

Wagqt li nerga’ ntenni li m’hemm xejn hazin li jkun
hemm realtajiet umani li jzewqu I-festi religjuzi taghna,
fl-istess hin irridu noqoghdu attenti li ma narmawx il-
karrettun quddiem il-hmar. Tal-ewwel ghandu jibqa’
dejjem jigi 1-ewwel. Irridu noqoghdu attenti li b’dak li
nzidu mal-festi ma nissugrawx li nwarrbu dak li ghandu
jkun ¢entrali — il-karattru religjuz tal-festi parrokkjali.

I www.imperialbandclubh.com
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Messagg mill-Arcipriet

F’so¢jeta, li aktar ma jmur,
aktar ged issir anjostika, ma
jinteressahiex minn Alla u
dak li jitlob minnha, aktar
ged jidhol il-periklu 1i 1-festi
taghna jiddegeneraw f’zewg
kategoriji ta’ nies: dawk
li jinteressahom biss mit-
tradizzjoni u l-folklor, u allura allahares tnehhi jew

knisja jew barra, u l-kategorija l-ohra ta’ dawk li I-festa
ma tinteressahom xejn il-festa religjuza imma l-festa
hija biss okkazjoni ohra mal-hafna ohrajn li jkollna
matul is-sena, biex johorgu u jiccelebraw, jekk mhux
ukoll biex jitbahardu.

F’dawn iz-zewg ¢irkostanzi mhux talli I-festi taghna
ma jibqghux festi Nsara imma talli ma nara l-ebda sens
li nibqghu ni¢¢elebrawhom. Ma jaghmel 1-ebda sens li
parrocca, hi liema hi, tahli tant hin u rizorsi, inkluz flus,
torganizza dak li mhux talli ma jghinx imma talli jmur
kontra l-iskop tal-ezistenza taghha.

Fil-parro¢¢a taghna, nirringrazzja °1 Alla li anke
dawk li jiehdu hsieb il-festi ta’ barra huma konxji
hafna tal-ispirtu Nisrani tal-festa parrokkjali u
jahdmu flimkien mal-parro¢éa biex nikkoordinaw
I-avvenimenti kollha, ta’ barra u ta’ gewwa, b’mod li
mhux biss ma jtellfux lil xulxin, imma, meta possibbli
jagevolaw lil xulxin. Dan jien napprezzah hafna u minn
hawn irrid nirringrazzjahom u nurihom l-apprezzament
tieghi. F’isem il-parro¢¢a kollha nirringrazzjahom
ukoll tas-sagrifi¢cji kollha li jaghmlu biex jorganizzaw
I-avvenimenti taghhom.

Fl-istess hin irrid naghmel appell gawwi lilek li qed
tagra dan l-artiklu, kemm jekk int membru jew socju
ta’ xi wahda minn dawn is-socjetajiet li jorganizzaw
il-festi ta’ barra, u kemm jekk int persuna mill-
kumplament tal-parrocca, biex nibqghu nghozzu I-festi
taghna kif ghandhom ikunu, festi fundamentalment
b’valuri bazikament Insara. Jekk ma ni¢celebrawx
il-festi taghna b’dan il-mod, ma jibga’ l-ebda raguni
ghalfejn ghandna ni¢¢elebrawhom.

[1-festa t-tajba.
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Il-bidla qatt mhi facli biex wiehed jaccettaha
jew ihaddanha. Forsi l-iktar pass diffi¢cli f’din id-
direzzjoni hu li tirrikonoxxi li 1-bidla qed issehh
madwarna, irridu jew ma rridux, f’certi oqsma
b’pass kajman, imma f’oqsma ohra b’ritmu
mghaggel. Li tithem li din hi r-realta li ged nghixu
fiha hu I-iktar haga importanti sabiex tiechu l-ewwel
u l-itqal pass ’il quddiem. Dan jghodd fi kwalunkwe
aspett ta’ hajjitna, sew jekk dak personali jew
socjali, I-aspett kulturali inkluz il-qasam muzikali,
lI-edukazzjoni u x-xoghol, biex insemmi biss ftit.
Fil-passat, 1-ghaqdiet kulturali li ghandna fostna
Ilum, fosthom il-baned, gharfu jimxu mal-pass
ta’ zvilupp li s-socjeta ingenerali kienet ghaddejja
bih — li kieku ma kienx hekk, kieku sfaxxaw
fix-xejn u m’ghadhomx maghna llum. Qatt ma
kienet bicca xoghol facli, imma missirijietna
ntebhu li dan it-tigdid kontinwu kien necessarju u
inevitabbli. Ghalhekk sabu kompromess bejn il-
bidla u t-tradizzjoni sabiex sawru ghaqdiet li jkunu
jappellaw ghan-nies minghajr ma jitilfu xejn mill-
istorja li sawrithom.

F’dinja fejn il-bidla qed tichu pass mghaggel iktar
minn qatt qabel, dan il-bZonn ta’ tigdid kontinwu ged
jinhass sew, anke fis-settur taghna, jigifieri 1-baned.
Nahseb li l-iktar qasam li ghandu jkun ghall-qalb
il-baned hu I-muzika, ghad 1i b’dispjacir ninnota
li xi minn daqqgiet, dan ged jitlef postu fil-qu¢cata
tal-prijoritajiet. Naghmel osservazzjoni f’dan ir-
rigward. Ftit tal-gimghat ilu kellna I-pjacir li nilgghu
fostna 1-Brgttum Brass min-Norvegja, grazzi
anke ghall-kuntatt inizjali li 1-Ghaqda Nazzjonali
Kazini tal-Baned ghamlet ma’ din il-brass band.
Malli dahlu 1-Kazin Imperial u dawwarniechom
ftit, baqghu impressjonati bil-kobor, sbuhija u
kumditajiet li ghandna. Dan qed nghidu ghax din hi
s-sitwazzjoni tista’ tghid tal-kazini kollha f’Malta u
Ghawdex u din ir-reazzjoni nosservawha kull meta
jkollna xi gruppi mhux Maltin li jzuru l-kazini
taghna. Ghad li [-Brgttum Brass hi wahda mill-
aqwa brass bands fin-Norvegja, m’ghandhom xejn

2023

minn dan kollu u ghall-provi
jiltagghu fis-sala tal-iskola.
Dan geghelni nirriffletti
ftit... jista’ jkun 1li fin-
nuqqas ta’ “distrazzjonijiet”
ohra, huma ged ikollhom i¢-
¢ans i jiffukaw iktar fuq il-
muzika u l-avvanz taghhom f’din I-arti milli kemm
ged ikollna ahna?

Dan iwassalni ghall-ewwel punt li xtaqt naqsam
maghkom. Nahseb li wasal iz-zmien li f’pajjizna,
fejn jidhol it-taghlim tal-muzika u l-ezekuzzjoni
taghha, ma jistghux jibqghu jsiru kompromessi
jekk veru rridu li navvanzaw. Nibda bit-taghlim
tal-istudenti taghna fl-iskejjel tal-muzika tal-kazini.
L-istorja turina li bosta mill-aqwa muzicisti li kellna
u li ghandna llum f’pajjizna jafu I-bidu taghhom fil-
kazini tal-banda. Sfortunatament jigri, izda, 1i meta
jilhqu certu livell, xi whud gishom jinsew il-bidu
taghhom, jew forsi jhossu li l-avvanz li ghamlu
ma kienx rizultat tat-taghlim li hadu minn dawn
il-kazini. Mhux se nkun jien li niggudika kemm
minn dan hu veru jew le, ghax nemmen li kull kaz
hu differenti u jimmerita li jkun trattat ghalih. Li hu
zgur hu li I-kazini jridu jibqghu javvanzaw u jtejbu
t-taghlim muzikali 1i joffru fi kwalunkwe livell,
mil-livelli tal-bidu sa livelli aktar avvanzati. Inhoss
li I-Ghaqda Muzikali Imperial dan gharfitu, u ilha
ghal dawn l-ahhar snin tahdem sabiex it-taghlim
li taghti lill-istudenti li jigu jitghallmu l-muzika fi
hdanha jkun tal-aqwa livell.

F’Novembru u Di¢embru li ghadda ghamilna
pass iehor f’din id-direzzjoni billi htarna zewg
ghalliema tal-muzika zghazagh ta’ livell muzikali
gholi, b’esperjenza fit-taghlim u fid-daqq tal-
istrument taghhom, imma, fuq kollox, li jhossu li
l-edukazzjoni muzikali taghhom stess hi essenzjali
sabiex ikomplu jikbru f’dan il-qasam. Ma biddilniex
biss I-ghalliema, imma bdilna wkoll il-metodologija
li biha ged nghallmu lill-istudenti taghna. Inhossu
li din id-dec¢izjoni li niggeddu, anke jekk ma kinitx

m s www.imperialbandclub.com |
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wahda facli, qed thalli I-frott mixtieq. Wasalna? Le,
ghad baqga’ xi jsir u ghandna pjan ta’ fejn nixtiequ
naslu u, iktar importanti, kif nixtiequ naslu s’hemm.

Semmejt I-ezekuzzjoni muzikali u 1-bzonn li
navvanzaw anke f’dan ir-rigward. Mhux facli li
I-bandisti li ilhom xi ftit snin mhux hazin idoqqu
mal-banda jergghu lura ghat-taghlim formali, izda
dan ma jfissirx li ma tistax tkompli tedukahom
muzikalment. Dan jista’ jsir billi tpoggi quddiemhom
sfidi godda, u bla ma forsi jintebhu, tkun ged tkompli
tizviluppa l-hiliet muzikali taghhom. Jekk kulhadd
ihossu li ged f’dik 1li bl-Ingliz insejhu I-comfort
zone, mhux se jkun hemm motivazzjoni biex intejbu
I-hiliet taghna. Fl-istess hin ma tridx tissettja miri
li tagta’ qalb il-bandisti tieghek stess. Nemmen li
I-ghaqda taghna dan fehmitu u, prin¢ipalment grazzi
ghas-surmast direttur, din id-direzzjoni gbadnieha
zmien ilu. Ir-repertorju muzikali li I-Banda Imperial
ghandha hu xhieda ta’ dan. Wasalna? Le, ghax
hemm generi muzikali li ghadna gatt ma messejna
u forsi wasal iz-zmien li nesperimentaw b’forom
muzikali ohra.

Ir-realta tal-baned taghna hi li, kif semmejt
iktar qabel, il-muzika hi wahda mill-funzjonijiet
taghna, imma mhux l-unika funzjoni. Minghajr ma
naghmel referenza ghal dawk il-kazini 1li jiehdu
hsieb ukoll 1-armar tal-festa u n-nar, I-aspett so¢jali
hu komuni ghas-socjetajiet tal-baned kollha. Dan
ifisser 1i trid tara li l-post fejn tilga’ lill-membri u
lil hafna nies ohra li minn zZmien ghal zZmien izuru
I-kazini taghna jkun akkoljenti, sigur u adattat.
Hemm bzonn li dawn il-binjiet ikomplu jiggeddu
matul is-snin, fosthom billi jsiru iktar ac¢éessibbli
u armati b’taghmir teknologiku li llum hu mistenni
minn tista’ tghid kulhadd. Dan kien dak li mbuttana
sabiex ghamilna progett estensiv ta’ rinnovazzjoni
fis-sular t’isfel tal-Kazin Imperial. Illum ghandna
ambjent li nittamaw jilga’ ahjar lil dawk kollha li
jzuruna. Wasalna? Le, ghandna pjanijiet ambizzjuzi
li nixtiequ nwettqu fis-snin li gejjin sabiex dan
I-ambjent inkomplu naghmluh aktar attraenti u li
jixraq lil ghaqda bhal taghna.

l www.imperialbandclub.com

Dawn il-bidliet kollha huma xprunati mill-
konvinzjoni li ghandna li l-membri taghna u
I-familjari taghhom, il-bandisti, il-membri tal-kor,
l-istudenti tal-muzika, u kull min b’xi mod jew
iehor imiss mal-ghaqda taghna jisthoqqlu I-ahjar u
xejn inqas. Mhux facli li twettaq dan kollu, anzi, it-
tentazzjoni li Zzarma u thalli kollox lil ta’ warajk
hemm tkun. L-intoppi ma jongsux, ghax qisu llum
sar li biex tiehu xi haga min-nies mhux bizzejjed
li taghmlilhom l-ilma jizfen, anke, jew forsi iktar,
jekk se thallashom. Dan biex ma nsemmix li
I-volontarjat naqas sew minhabba l-istess bidla li
ghaddejja minnha s-socjeta ingenerali. Izda hemm
bzonn ukoll li din il-bidla na¢cettawha ghax ta’
xejn noqoghdu ngergru dwarha. Nemmen 1i llum,
jekk issib persuna li lesta taghmillek bic¢a xoghol
volontarja ta’ darba ghandek tkun grat lejha, tkun
xi tkun, zghira kemm hi zghira. Ghad li nghidha
b’certu toqol f’qalbi, fil-verita hemm limitu ta’
kemm wiehed jista’ jew ghandu jistenna minghand
il-volontiera. Ghalhekk li wiehed jiddelega fejn
jista’ hu bzonjuz u essenzjali f’ghaqda volontarja,
imma fl-istess waqt xi ftit perikoluz. Veru li jmut
papa u jilhaq iehor, imma nafu li kull nuqqas jinhass
u jinhass sew. Certu nies jonqsu b’mod naturali
u dejjiemi meta jmorru jiltaqghu mal-Hallieq —
ma tista’ taghmel xejn dwar dawn hlief li titlob
ghalihom u tkompli taqdef sabiex dak li hadmu
ghalih huma ma jisfaxxax fix-xejn. Certu nies ohra
forsi jitbieghdu ghal diversi ragunijiet, u wiehed
jittama li jergghu lura meta ahna naghmluhom
ihossuhom komdi li jaghmlu hekk.

Il-process ta’ tigdid hu necessarju biex nimxu ’1
quddiem billi bl-azzjonijiet taghna llum nibnu fuq
il-passat billi nitfghu harsitna lejn il-futur. B’hekk
biss l-ghaqdiet taghna jistghu jibqghu relevanti u
hajjin. B’hekk biss nistghu verament naghtu dan is-
servizz importanti lill-komunitajiet taghna. B’hekk
biss dan il-wirt li ghandna fid-dmir li nharsu jibga’
jghodd ghall-generazzjonijiet futuri.

Il-festa t-tajba lil kulhadd.
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Li tichu thsieb il-finanzi ta’ kwalunkwe
organizzazzjoni, b’mod partikolari ta’ ghaqda bhal
taghna, jirrikjedi hafna responsabbilta u ghaqal. Fl-
opinjoni tieghi, ix-xoghol jinqasam f’erba’ partijiet
princ¢ipali. L-ewwel u qabel kollox, hemm bZonn li
jkollok pjan ta’ kif il-finanzi li I-ghaqda ghandha se
jlahhqu mal-htigijiet tal-istess ghaqda, kemm fil-qrib,
kif ukoll ghal numru ta’ snin bil-quddiem. Wiehed
ma jistax jonfoq illum u mbaghad ghada naraw xi
jg&ib. Trid toqghod attent tara li l-ispejjez tal-lum ma
jpoggux l-ghaqda fi stat diffi¢li fis-snin ta’ wara, ghax
inkella din I-imgiba ggib maghha problemi serji iktar
’il quddiem. Dan jghaqqad mat-tieni parti tax-xoghol
tieghi, li jirrikjedi li jkun hemm forom ta’ kontroll fuq
l-ispejjez.

Certu spejjez huma mehtiega biex 1-ghaqda
tibga’ ghaddejja bil-hajja ta’ kuljum. Perezempju,
il-kontijiet tad-dawl u l-ilma, it-telefon u I-internet,
il-manteniment regolari tal-binja; dawn huma kollha
spejjez li wiehed ma tantx jista’ jahrab minnhom. F’dan
il-kaz, wiehed irid jara li ma jkunx hemm hela halli
l-ispiza tkun l-iktar baxxa possibbli. Imbaghad hemm
spejjez ohra li 1-ghaqda tidhol ghalihom biex twettaq
progetti minn Zmien ghal Zmien. Ta’ min wiehed
isemmi li, ghad li biex inwettqu dawn il-progetti
niehdu fondi minn diversi sorsi, fil-bi¢¢a 1-kbira tal-
kazijiet, il-fondi ma jkunux ikopru l-ispiza kollha
imma persentagg minnha. Dan biex ma nsemmux li,
iktar iva milli le, il-fondi ma jinghatawx kollha qabel
ma tibda I-progett izda wara li tkun wettaqtu, li jfisser
li biex tibda xorta jrid ikollok iktar fondi mill-parti
li 1-ghaqda tkun trid tohrog. Il-kontroll fuq il-finanzi
tal-ghaqda, ghalhekk hu essenzjali, kemm fejn jidhlu
spejjez ta’ kuljum, kif ukoll f’kazijiet ta’ progetti.

L-organizzazzjoni tad-dhul u I-hrug tal-finanzi hi
t-tielet aspett. I1-mizata tal-membri u d-donazzjonijiet
huma s-sors prin¢ipali tad-dhul, imma fid-dinja
tal-lum, dawn m’ghadhomx bizzejjed. Ix-xoghol
volontarju hu pilastru iehor li wiehed ma jridx jinsa.
Diga semmejt il-fondi li 1-ghaqda tapplika ghalihom
bhala parti minn progetti amministrati jew mill-gvern
c¢entrali jew mill-Unjoni Ewropea. Dawn huma ta’
importanza kbira ghax jekk ma jkunux huma, ¢ertu
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xoghol u inizjattivi ma jkunux
jistghu jsiru. Imma wasal iz-
zmien li I-ghaqdiet ikunu iktar
innovattivi f’kif se jsostnu
d-dhul taghhom. Ftit tas-
snin ilu, 1-Ghaqda Muzikali
Imperial investiet f’sistema
ta’ pannelli fotovoltajci
sabiex iservu bhala sors ta’ dhul. Madanakollu, hemm
limitu ta’ x’inizjattivi wiehed jista’ jichu u ghalhekk
il-bzonn 1i torganizza l-hrug tal-flus hu importanti
immens. Perezempju, l-ghaqda taghna diehla ghal
progett biex tnaqqas kemm jista’ jkun il-konsum tal-
elettriku billi se tinvesti f’apparat u sistemi godda ta’
dawl, parti minn progett amministrat mill-Agenzija
ghall-Energija u I-Ilma.

L-ahhar aspett jittratta d-decizjoni ta’ fejn se tpoggi
I-finanzi. Hemm hafna affarijiet 1i wiehed ikun jixtieq
li jwettaq, uhud bi spiza moderata u ohrajn bi spiza
xi ftit jew wisq iktar kbira. Forsi t-tentazzjoni tkun
li tidhol ghal numru ta’ progetti zghar ghax l-ispiza
tkun tiflah ghaliha f’dak iz-Zmien, imma dan ifisser
li difficli mbaghad iggemma’ bizzejjed flus sabiex
eventwalment tidhol ghal progetti kbar. Fl-istess
wagqt, jekk togghod iggemma’ biex ikollok bizzejjed
finanzi, malajr issib min jghidlek li I-kumitat mhu qed
jaghmel xejn u li hsiebu biss biex ikabbar il-kont tal-
bank.

Diffi¢cli ggibha zewg ma’ kulhadd! Ghalhekk il-
kompromess huwa l-ahjar trig — twettaq progetti
zghar 1i jhallulek nifs biex bil-mod tkun tista’ tidhol
ghal progett kbir wara numru ta’ snin. Din hi t-triq 1i
nippruvaw niehdu fl-ghaqda taghna. Rizultat t’hekk
tul dawn l-ahhar snin wettaqna diversi progetti zghar
u ohrajn hafna ikbar, bhalma kien ir-ristrutturar tal-
ewwel sular tal-kazin tul l-ahhar sena. Nixtieq minn
hawnhekk nirringrazzja lil kull min ta u ghadu jaghti
sehmu sabiex dawn il-progetti kollha setghu jkunu
mwettqa, u nappella biex kull min jista’ jibga’ jaghti
l-ghajnuna volontarja tieghu halli nibqghu ghaddejjin
fuq it-triq li gbadna. Grazzi mill-qalb!

Nawgura l-festa t-tajba lill-anzjani, l-emigranti u
1-Mellehin kollha.

m s www.imperialbandclub.com |



Kif itir iz-zmien u ma jistenna lil hadd kif jghidu!
Ghaddiet sena ohra u ergajt ninsab hawn nikteb
zewg versi ghall-magazin li I-ghaqda taghna tohrog
ta’ kull sena ghal zmien il-festa ta’ Marija Bambina.
Din is-sena kienet sena impenjattiva fejn jidhol
xoghol gewwa l-kazin ghax kif kont antic¢ipajt fl-
artiklu tas-sena l-ohra, gewwa l-kazin sar progett
strutturali kbir fis-sular t’isfel. Kien ilu jberren
il-hsieb illi kif kien imqassam il-kazin, ma kienx
ghadu jghodd ghall-gurnata tal-lum u kien hemm il-
bzonn li jitnehhew il-hnejjiet u jsir open plan.

Hekk kif ghaddiet il-festa bdejna nitkellmu
mill-ewwel ma’ xi kuntratturi illi konna diga
avvic¢inajniehom u kienu diga tawna kwotazzjonijiet
u, wara li ergajna ddiskutejna l-progett izjed fid-
dettall, dawn urew li ma ridux jidhlu ghalih. Dan
kien ifisser li kellna nergghu nibdew kollox mill-
bidu, jigifieri nsibu kuntrattur li jagdina ghal dan il-
progett bi prezz ragonevoli u fi zmien tajjeb. Kien
ghalhekk illi fi Frar il-bar tal-kazin gie trasferit
fis-sala tan-nofs u beda x-xoghol fuq isfel. Gew
imhaffra erba’ pilastri tal-konkos bi preparazzjoni
ghal progett ambizzjuz iehor li nista’ nghid diga
ssottomettejna 1-pjanti necessarji lill-Awtorita tal-
Ippjanar ghall-approvazzjoni tieghu. Wara 1i saru
I-pilastri tal-konkos dahal il-bennej u beda x-xoghol
strutturali l-iehor fejn gew mibnija erba’ pilastri, li
fughom gew installati sitt travi tal-hadid. Din kienet
bic¢c¢a xoghol delikata u bi hsieb. Parti minn dan il-
progett kien jirrikjedi illi ssir sistema ta’ dawl gdida
u preparazzjoni ghal servizzi ta’ telekomunikazzjoni
ohra. Dan ix-xoghol sar kollu volontarjament minn
membri tal-kazin biex kemm jista’ jkun nippruvaw
innaqqsu mill-ispejjez. Kif jghidu, kif konna fiz-
zifna, ghamilna wkoll il-kamra ta’ fejn ix-xaft bil-

l www.imperialbandclub.com
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Clayton Vella

madum u sar xi xoghol ta’
aluminju gdid. Il-hsieb hu
li din il-kamra tkun tojlit
addizzjonali tal-irgiel. Gew
installati dwal u fannijiet
godda kif ukoll xoghol ta’
kisi u zebgha. Dan il-progett
sar ukoll fl-istess Zmien illi kien ged jsir ix-xoghol
ta’ pavimentar gdid tal-pjazza u allura kien inqas
ta’ inkonvenjent biex jidhol makkinarju kbir igorr
l-affarijiet.

Hekk kif kien maghluq is-sular t’isfel tkompla
x-xoghol fuq il-lavur tal-bibien t’isfel u saru bibien
godda. It-tieqa giet miftuha bieb biex b’hekk issa
I-progett tal-fa¢c¢ata jinsab komplut. Progett iehor illi
sar din is-sena huwa I-progett tal-blokka tal-arblu.
Kien ilu ghaddej il-hsieb li jitnehhew il-ventijiet u
l-alzarun. Dan seta’ jkun possibbli bil-ghajnuna li
nghatajna taht l-iskema “Nghinu finanzjarjament
lill-Kazini tal-Banda” amministrata mill-Ghaqda
Nazzjonali Kazini tal-Banda u 1-Kunsill Malti ghall-
Arti. Dawn ix-xoghlijiet jirrikjedu finanzi kbar ghax
il-fondi li tinghata qatt ma jkunu I-mija fil-mija u
ghalhekk dejjem tkun trid tohrog minn gewwa.

Hemm diversi progetti ohra 1i applikajna
ghalihom. Hemm minnhom illi diga gew approvati
u li se jsiru hekk kif tghaddi I-festa. Fost dawn
nista’ nsemmi d-dawl gdid tal-fa¢cata li issa se
jigi jikkumplimenta d-dehra 1-gdida tal-faccata tal-
kazin.

Naghlaq billi nawgura I-festa t-tajba lill-Mellihin
kollha, lil shabi tal-kumitat u lil dawk li ged jagraw
din il-pubblikazzjoni u nheggigkom biex fil-festa
tghaddu sal-kazin halli wiehed ikun jista’ jara
b’ghajnejh ix-xoghol li sar matul is-sena.
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Kif ilkoll tistghu tahsbu, f’dawn il-jiem il-Banda
u I-Kor Imperial ghaddejjin bl-ahhar preparamenti
ghall-festata’ Marija Bambina. Inkunu geghdin ukoll
noqorbu lejn it-tmiem ta’ sena muzikali ohra li bhal
ta’ qabilhom kienet wahda ta’ impenn mhux zghir
kemm ghall-Banda kif ukoll ghall-Kor Imperial.
Niehu gost ferm nghid li 1-Banda u 1-Kor Imperial
huma impenjati matul is-sena kollha u l-attivitajiet
muzikali ma jiqfux. Tajjeb li l-ewwel hsieb tieghi
jkun l-apprezzament tieghi lejn il-bandisti, id-
Direttri¢i tal-Kor, il-koristi u dawk kollha li jaghtu
daqqga t’id b’mod jew iehor fix-xoghol tal-banda.
Hajr u apprezzament ukoll lill-familji taghhom tas-
sagrifi¢¢ju u tas-sapport li ma jaqta’ qatt. Minn qalbi
nixtieq inrodd hajr lil shabi tal-Kummissjoni Banda
u Kor tal-hidma li ma taqta’ xejn tul is-sena kollha.

Ghalliema tal-Muzika...

Wara tlieta u tletin sena nghallem Il-istrumenti
tar-ram, hsibt li jkun ghaqli jekk dan il-mestier
tant importanti jghaddi ghand haddiehor. Tlabt lill-
kumitat u accetta. Kienu snin ta’ hafna sagrifi¢c¢ju u
impenn. Ghamilt l-ahjar li stajt skont il-hiliet tieghi.
Nittama li hallejt xi haga pozittiva, zghira kemm
hi zghira, fil-hajja u I-karattru ta’ kull persuna li
attendiet ghal-lezzjonijiet tal-muzika. Nixtieq ukoll
nirringrazzja mill-qalb u nsellem lis-Sur Philip
Schembri li kien jghallem l-istrumenti tal-injam
tal-impenn u d-dedikazzjoni tieghu. Fl-ahhar nett
nixtieq nawgura minn qalbi lil Manuel Cassar,
I-ghalliem tal-istrumenti tal-injam, u lil Mark Vella,
I-ghalliem tal-istrumenti tar-ram, kull success fil-
kariga gdida taghhom fl-Ghaqda Muzikali Imperial.

Brettum Brass...

Esperjenza mill-isbah kien il-kuncert li 1-Banda
Imperial u Brgttum Brass tan-Norvegja tellghu nhar
il-Hadd, 25 ta’ Gunju 2023 fil-Mellieha. Ghalkemm
fl-imghoddi mhux imbieghed kellna attivitajiet simili
ma’ baned u korijiet barranin, din kienet l-ewwel
wahda wara l-pandemija u l-ewwel esperjenza
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Hsibijieti...

ghall-Banda Imperial li
daqgejna flimkien ma’ brass
band. Mumenti bhal dawn
ifakkruni fil-kobor tal-arti
muzikali li kapaci tghaqqad
persuni bi drawwiet, fehmiet
u ilsna differenti flimkien.
Huma wkoll opportunita fejn naghmlu hbieb godda,
naqsmu l-esperjenzi taghna ma’ xulxin u fuq kollox
li nitghallmu minn xulxin.

Fuq nota personali kien ta’ privilegg li fuq
stedina tad-Direttur Muzikali ta’ Brgttum Brass
David Morton kelli I-opportunita li nidderiegi din il-
banda wkoll wagqt il-programmi li kellhom f’Malta
u Ghawdex.

Gejtu..

[I-mewt mhux mistennija ta’ Gejtu hasditni
u nikktitni bil-kbir. Kont ged nistenna li niltaga’
mieghu dakinhar filghaxija ghall-programm tal-
festa u qabel nibdew izellagli xi kelmtejn kif kien
jaf hu. Imma d-destin ried mod iehor...

Lil Gejtu ltqajt mieghu ghall-ewwel darba
madwar erbghin sena ilu meta hu kien ikanta u
jien indoqq fl-Ghaqda Korali u Orkestrali Marija
Bambina, u bgajna hbieb kbar sal-ahhar. Kien
bniedem intelligentissmu, serju, ghani kulturalment
u li ghex fis-semplicita. Dejjem lest biex jghin
lil min ghandu bzonn minghajr storbju u jaghti
I-ghajnuna tieghu kull fejn kien jigi mitlub. Kien
l-ewwel kunsillier elett ghall-Kunsill Lokali tal-
Mellieha. Kien ukoll 1-ewwel student tieghi meta
bdejt nghallem il-muzika mal-Ghaqda Muzikali
Imperial u hareg idoqq mal-Banda Imperial ta’ eta
pjuttost kbira, imma baqa’ jaghti sehmu sal-ahhar,
anke meta sahhtu bdiet tiddghajjef. Gejtu ta hafna
lill-Mellieha fil-qasam kulturali minghajr qatt ma
ppretenda xejn lura. Strieh fis-sliem habib.

Mary ta’ Guzepp...
L-ahhar 1i kellimtha kien fil-festa ta’ Santa

m s www.imperialbandclub.com |
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Marija tal-Imgarr, rahal twelidha u twelidi — kienet
kuntenta ferm. Kont ged nittama li se nergghu
niltaqghu din is-sena wkoll, imma issa dan mhux
se jkun.

Lil Mary Bartolo kont ilni natha sa minn meta
kont tfajjel ckejken. Niftakarha dejjem prezenti fl-
attivitajiet tal-kazin. Mara tal-affari taghha, ta’ ftit
kliem, li rabbiet familja f’ghozza kbira. Tat kontribut
kbir lill-Ghaqda Muzikali Imperial, l-ewwel billi
ghal snin twal kienet ta’ sostenn u appogg ghal
zewgha Guzepp, matul is-snin twal li serva f*diversi
karigi fil-Kumitat Direttiv tal-kazin, u t-tieni ghax
serviet ghal snin twal fil-Kumitat tan-Nisa. Strieh
fis-sliem Mary.

Nixtieq insellem wukoll il-memorja tal-
membri kollha li hallewna fl-ahhar tnax-il xahar.
Nirringrazzjahom tas-sostenn li taw lill-ghaqda
taghna biex illum geghdin ingawdu frott hidmithom.
Dmirna hu li nibqghu niftakru fihom fit-talb taghna
u li nimxu ’l quddiem fuq I-ezempju taghhom.

Awguri...

Intemm dawn il-hsibijiet tieghi billi nawgura
lil kulhadd il-festa t-tajba u fuq kollox nawgura
s-sahha lil kulhadd.

Ninghaqdu mad-dinja kollha halli naghtu gima lill-

IMQADDSA VERGNI MARIJA

f’gheluq sninha nhar it-8 ta’ Settembru.

Aghtiha r-Ruzarju bhala rigal

“Mur u pprietka r-Ruzarju u I-ghadu ta’ kull gid jigi mirbuh.” - il-Madonna lil San Duminku

“Wiehed mill-mezzi l-izjed tajba biex naslu li nbiddlu hajjitna
mhuwiex haga ohra hlief ir-re¢ita tar-Ruzarju.” - Papa Ljun XIII
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[l-festa regghet maghna ghax kif jghid I1-Malti,
iz-zmien igerbeb u ma jistenna ’l hadd. Hekk
kif ghaddiet sena ohra, ergajt ninsab qed nikteb
kelmtejn ghal Zmien il-festa bhas-snin precedenti.

Hidmitna ma tiqafx fit-tmienja ta’ Settembru.
Kieku sew! Ghalkemm nistghu nghidu illi 1-festa
hija 1l-qofol princ¢ipali ta’ kull soc¢jeta muzikali,
wiehed ma jistax jinsa l-importanza tax-xoghol
li jsir matul is-sena, kemm mill-banda u kif ukoll
mill-kor illi jibqghu attivi sew matul is-sena kollha
bi programmi u attivitajiet muzikali ohra addattati
ghaz-zmien illi jittellghu fih. Fost dawn, I-ghaqda
regghet tellghet il-programmi vokali u strumentali
ghal zmien il-Gimgha Mgqaddsa u 1-Milied, zewg
attivitajiet illi xtagna illi nkomplu wara l-pandemija.
Naturalment, dan jinvolvi hafna xoghol illi jista’
Jsir biss bis-sahha tad-dedikazzjoni tal-membri tal-
banda u l-kor illi jattendu ghall-provi tal-kuncert u
preparamenti ohra biex jittellghu dawn l-attivitajiet.
Matul is-sena, il-Kor u 1-Banda Imperial jiehdu
sehem f’Jum it-Tifkira, li fih insellmu I-memorja
ta’ shabna li rhewlha ghal hajja ahjar, attivitajiet
ohra mtellghin mill-Kunsill Lokali tal-Mellieha u
sahansitra dis-sena programm muzikali ma’ banda
barranija.

It-taghlim tal-banda jibqa’ fil-quécata tal-
prijoritajiet tal-ghaqda taghna, illi tghallem il-
muzika minghajr hlas lil dawk illi juru interess li

Membru tal-Kummissjoni Banda u Kor
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jitghallmu xi  strument.
Sfortunatament,  geghdin
nghixu f’dinja mghaggla
zzejjed illi  ma  tantx
tinkoraggixxi  z-zghazagh
sabiex jitghallmu I-muzika.
Dan nifhmu, ghaliex hafna
jkunu impenjati bl-istudji taghhom fix-xitwa u bix-
xoghol fis-sajf u dan ma jaghmilha xejn facli biex
wiehed isib ftit hin liberu... realta kiefra. Pero,
nixtieq b’mod specjali ninkoraggixxi liz-zghazagh
sabiex jissiehbu f’ghaqdiet muzikali, korali u
volontarji bhal taghna sabiex flimkien nippreservaw
l-arti u l-kultura taghna. B’wi¢¢i minn quddiem
nghid illi dan jaghti sodisfazzjon kbir!

Nixtieq naghlaq dan il-messagg ckejken billi
nirringrazzja lil shabi l-bandisti u l-membri tal-kor
tax-xoghol u d-dedikazzjoni taghhom biex 1-ghaqda
taghna tkompli tpaxxi l-widna ta’ dawk il-Mellihin
u mhux, kif ukoll hutna emigranti {’pajjizi ohra.
Is-success tal-ghaqda jinkiseb biss bis-sostenn tal-
istess membri u l-familjari taghna. Nixtieq ukoll
nirringrazzja lil shabi membri tal-Kummissjoni
Banda u Kor tal-ghajnuna u s-sostenn taghhom
fil-kazin tal-ghaqda, biex b’hekk l-ghaqda taghna
dejjem timxi ’l quddiem!

Nawgura I-festa t-tajba lil kulhadd!

Jierzlonze), S
rlarizrelaszasy)yte
Cross Street, Mellieha

Tel: 21571692 « Mob: 99223908
Email: starduststationary@gmail.com
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Since this time last year, things have certainly
returned to normal. Reflecting on my article
‘Business As Usual’ in last year’s magazine, it is
amazing how vulnerable our engagements and choir
members were. Since then, we have been quite busy
as everybody now takes the opportunity to perform
like never before. Our main concert on the 2™ of
September went very well and the ladies enjoyed
performing a range of musical styles, from Proud
Mary with keyboard, drum kit and guitar to a call
and response song in Xhosa (one of South Africa’s
four main languages) beautifully led by Mark
Anthony Bartolo.

After a small, well-earned rest, we started to work
on our pieces for the Christmas season; having been
a teacher, both primary and peripatetic, Christmas
music rehearsals always start in September! In
November we sang at the Remembrance Sunday
service, accompanied by the band, and later in the
month we sang our usual mass at St Catherine’s
Monastery in Valletta, which was officiated by
Monsignor Charles Scicluna, Archbishop of Malta.
Christmas was business as usual, with a joint concert
with the band at the Imperial Band Club, concerts
at the Solana and Paradise Bay Hotels and we also
took part in the Milied Melliehi, performing outside
in the Sanctuary courtyard (on a very cold evening)
next to the live crib, complete with donkey! We
were helped for this event by soprano, Eleanor
Vella, who enjoyed it so much that she joined us for
our final Christmas performance for the guests at
the Maritim Hotel on the 26" of December.

A new event for us in March was singing a mass
at Manikata church where we received a warm
welcome from both the congregation and the priest.
For our Palm Sunday concert with the band at the
Parish Church at the beginning of April, we enjoyed
singing some rousing hymns together with one or two
old favourites. We had another surprise concert later
that month as part of Mellieha’s contribution to the
Malta Fireworks Festival, singing popular Maltese

2023

Looking Good!

Julie Thomas

pieces with the band on Triq
Gnien Ingraw, watching
the sunset overlooking the
beautiful valley and sea
below. Slightly chilly and
windy, but well enjoyed by
the crowds.

As the weather warmed up, and boy did it warm
up this year, we were asked to sing again at the festa
of II-Madonna tad-Duttrina in Hal Tarxien. Again,
we performed popular Maltese pieces accompanied
by the Imperial Band. At the end of July, we
performed as part of the Iljieli Mellehin planned
by the Mellieha Local Council. This year we sang
outside in the courtyard which was slightly more
comfortable than last year, despite the oppressive
heat and humidity. Due to illness, and short notice,
we were down to our bare minimum in terms of
singers, but the Romans, peasants, visitors, and
birds of prey seemed to enjoy it.

Which brings me to my topic this year. Maybe this
should have been in last year’s magazine, however,
it was a nice surprise for the audience to see our new
choir uniforms, which had their debut at our main
concert on the 2™ of September. It was decided that
our choir uniforms needed a bit of rethinking. The
beautiful dresses which we wear on the festa week
concert look very smart, but they are heavy and it’s
like wearing a mini-sauna. To be fair, and keep this
a secret, many of the ladies have ‘reshaped’ over
the years and this also causes problems with the
two blouses that we wear for informal concerts or
concerts during the winter.

Now it is not a small thing for a choir to choose a
new uniform. A ladies choir will talk about clothing
and concert dress for ages and not do a lot of singing!
So how did we choose our new uniform? Luckily,
discussions took place at the end of rehearsals. We
decided to replace the formal dresses first. A decision
was made to keep the black trouser bottoms and go
for a single colour formal top.

m s www.imperialbandclub.com |
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For this we needed:

* A simple, yet practical and smart style to suit
all ages and body shapes;

* To use an easycare fabric which would not
wrinkle and would travel well if we went on
tour;

* Something that would be comfortable and
breathable to wear during the warm festa
performances;

* A colour that would suit everybody, not too
bright as to dazzle the audience yet not too
sombre as we would be using the top for the
festa as well as church performances.

Basically, we needed something that the singers

were comfortable in but also felt dressed up for the
occasion. Pictures of ideas were brought in and
discussed. Material swatches were produced and
prices were sought from various sources. Gradually
a design for a blouse in royal blue was agreed upon.
Material was bought and a local seamstress was

even before they sing, I think we achieved our goal.
Thank you to those who organised the buying of the
material and the coordination of fittings with Stefy.

Of the other uniforms, we have adapted the
turquoise blouses by pairing them with a black
camisole vest underneath which looks smart but
casual: useful for warmer weather outside or inside
concerts. Our next uniform makeover will be to
replace the striped, white blouses used for Christmas
and some church services. We cannot replace these
with the same. Perhaps a simple white blouse would
work as we normally wear these with a black blazer,
and at Christmas, complete the look with a bright
red scarf. Discussions obviously pending.

I’m very proud of my ladies and what they
achieve during the year, even when some events are
taken on at short notice. I would like to welcome
Graziella Azzopardi to the choir. She joined the
soprano section after our Palm Sunday concert and
she seems to be enjoying the challenge very much.

asked to make up the pattern and
sew up the blouses.

We were very excited as we
went for our measurements and
fittings to La Sartoria di Stefy
Sewing Services in Mellieha and
finally our blouses were ready for
Festa 2022. They looked beautiful
and classy at our concert on the 2™
of September and if the uniform
of a choir is there to set the first
impression and tone of the choir

T Ladies, you are lovely people
who put up with my more
adventurous ideas with great
enthusiasm. I can’t wait for the
audience to hear you singing in
Welsh at this year’s festa and
performing an exciting selection
from The Hunger Games films.

Thank you for your dedication,
ladies, and I wish you and your
families and all who support us i/-
festa t-tajba.

Interested in joining
the Imperial Choir?

New Members Welcome!
Contact us on

info@imperialbandclub.com

Vehicle Repairs & Services
Tel: 2152 0429

Mob: 9986 8092
20, Triq il-Ghasel, il-Mellieha

Nixtiequ I-festa t-tajba lill-Mellehin kollha
33
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X’inhi 1-muzika? Din il-mistoqgsija hija wahda
li x’aktarx kull bniedem jistagsi xi darba jew ohra
fil-hajja tieghu. It-twegibiet 1i nistghu nsibu fuq
din il-mistogsija huma kwazi infiniti. Fost dawn
it-twegibiet insibu li d-definizzjoni ta’ muzika
hija tifsira ta’ arti relatata ma’ diversi hsejjes
differenti migbura fi struttura wahda. Hemm diversi
sorsi 1li sahansitra jghidu wkoll li I-muzika hija
lingwa universali, pero, din it-twegiba hija wahda
dibattibbli minhabba li lingwa jrid ikollha xi tip ta’
fonetika. Allura x’inhi ezatt il-muzika? Biex inkunu
nistghu nwiegbu din il-mistogsija rridu mmorru lura
fiz-zmien u naraw kif bdiet il-muzika u ghal liema
ragunijiet kienet tintuza.

Diversi studji juru li I-muzika ilha tezisti minn
kwazi 40,000 sena qabel Kristu. It-tip ta’ muzika ta’
dak iz-zmien kienet wahda kompletament differenti
minn kif nafuha llum. Kienet tikkonsisti f’diversi
ritmi differenti u l-istrumenti li kienu juzaw in-nies
li kienu jghixu f’dak iz-Zmien huma ¢-¢apcip tal-
idejn u strumenti maghmulin bl-idejn b’materjal
li kienu jsibu, bhal ghadam u zkuk ta’ sigar. Ma
nistghux ninsew ukoll il-vu¢i li kienet tintuza wkoll
minn dawn in-nies ikkombinata mal-istrumenti
I-ohrajn.

Il-muzika maghmula minn dawn l-istrumenti
differenti kienet tintuza meta kien ikun hemm xi
ritwal spiritwali jew xi festin. Nimxu ftit iktar
’il quddiem fiz-Zzmien meta bdiet tigi vvintata
s-sistema tal-kitba. Il-kompozituri ta’ dakinhar
bdew jesperimentaw bl-alfabett biex jikkomponu
bi¢¢a muzika.

Diversi ricerkaturi sabu bi¢¢a muzika miktuba
b’alfabett sillabiku fis-Sirja. Ma nistghux ma
nsemmux ukoll zmien il-Griegi fejn id-dinja beda
jkollha diversi avvanzi fil-qasam matematiku,
filosofiku, kif ukoll muzikali fost 1-ohrajn. F’dan iz-
Zmien gew ivvintati strumenti godda bhal-lira (lyre)
setghu joholqu hsejjes godda u setghu wkoll
jesperimentaw b’muzika gdida.

2023

N'inhi I-Muzika
U X'Inhuma I-Effetti

Manuel Cassar
Ghalliem tal-muika

Zmien il-Medjuevu
kien zmien 1li fih il-
muzika rat avvanz kbir.
Diversi kompozituri bdew
jesperimentaw bil-polifonija
li  tikkonsisti  f’muzika
b’iktar minn vu¢i wahda
biex tinholoq armonija. Nistghu ovvjament nibqghu
nanalizzaw l-istorja tal-muzika u kif bdiet, pero xi
haga li kien hemm komuni hija 1li I-muzika minn
dejjem kienet tintuza kwazi f’kull okkazjoni —
f’¢erimonji, loghob, funerali, festi u rikreazzjoni
fost 1-ohrajn.

Wiehed jista’ jghid 1i llum il-gurnata, il-muzika
ghadha tintuza ghal dawn l-istess tip ta’ ¢erimonji.
Fit-tigijiet kulhadd igabbad xi band jew kantant, fil-
funerali kwazi dejjem ikun hemm xi tip ta’ orkestra
jew pjanu jdoqq, waqt diversi funzjonijiet fil-
knisja wkoll ikun hemm xi tip ta’ akkumpanjament
muzikali. Il-muzika ddur mal-bniedem u fejn
m’hemmx muzika l-ambjent ikun kompletament
differenti. Biex ingib ezempju, festa minghajr banda
ma jkollhiex I-istess atmosfera. Forsi llum ma tantx
naghtu kas, perd zgur mhux forsi jkun hemm i¢-¢ans
li minghajr banda, festa tkun monotona. Permezz ta’
dan I-ezempju nistghu mela wkoll nghidu li I-muzika
thalli diversi effetti fuq il-mohh tal-bniedem.

Provi xjentifi¢i juru kemm il-mohh tal-bniedem
kapaci jibdel il-hsejjes tal-muzika f’emozzjonijiet
differenti. Biex ingib ezempju, jekk persuna tkun
mdejqa u tisma’ diversi diski li jferrhu, permezz
tal-muzika kapaci dak li jkun jibdel l-emozzjoni.
Hawn min juza I-muzika billi jdoqq xi strument
biex iferrah lill-ohrajn. Niftakar gisu lbierah meta
konna mmorru jiena u shabi ndoqqu fil-Home
Centre tal-anzjani, Ghawdex. Il-ferh li konna
naraw u l-apprezzament li kienu jaghtuna dawn
lI-anzjani kien zgur mhux forsi mument mill-isbah.
Xi haga ohra ta’ beneficcju li ghandha l-muzika
hija li permezz tad-daqq ta’ xi strument, il-bniedem
kapaci jinsa l-istress li jkollu fil-hajja ta’ kuljum.

m s www.imperialbandclub.com |



2023

Din naraha ta’ sikwit meta nlaqqa’ diversi studenti
flimkien biex indoqqu f’xi ensemble. Ikun hemm
mument fejn kulhadd jitkellem fuq il-problemi
tax-xoghol jew skola, imma malli nibdew indoqqu
dawn l-affarijiet jintesew. Bhala ghalliem huma
dawn l-affarijiet li nheggeg fl-istudenti tieghi.
Apparti li jiehdu l-istrument taghhom bis-serjeta,
jipparte¢ipaw f’diversi attivitajiet li ghandhom
x’jagsmu mal-muzika.

Ma nara xejn isbah minn grupp ta’ studenti
jiltagghu u jdogqu ma’ xulxin. Personalment,
bhala ghalliem kemm tas-saksofon kif ukoll tal-
klarinett, hija x-xewqa tieghi 1i xi darba nibda
ensemble zghira li jippartecipaw fiha studenti li
jitghallmu fil-kazin. Biex inkompli nzid, diversi
adulti jsagsuni, “Imma issa tard wisq biex nibda
strument?” It-twegiba tieghi tkun wahda sempli¢i
u qasira: il-muzika m’ghandhiex zmien u hija
tajba ghal kulhadd. L-iktar haga importanti fejn
tidhol il-muzika huwa l-istudju. Bhal kollox, jekk
muzic¢ist ma jipprattikax is-sengha tieghu kapaci
jitliftha. Il-prattika m’ghandniex narawha bhala
skarigg, izda ghandna nharsu lejha bhala ghodda li
permezz taghha l-muzicist jista’ jitjieb. Permezz tat-
teknologija, illum il-gurnata hawn diversi ghodod
biex il-muzi¢ist jaghmel il-hin tal-prattika iktar

ecitanti, fosthom bl-uzu tal-backing tracks.

Ghal min jixtieq jitghallem xi strument gdid,
il-kazini tal-banda joffru servizz ta’ taghlim
b’xejn lil kull min jixtieq jitghallem il-muzika. II-
Banda Imperial hija wahda minn dawn il-baned li
tinvesti hafna fl-istudenti taghha u taghti diversi
opportunitajiet lil dawk li lesti jiehdu I-muzika bis-
serjeta.

[llum il-gurnata 1-metodu tat-taghlim inbidel u
gie jixbah hafna l-kurrikulu tal-iskejjel tal-muzika
ta’ barra minn Malta. Jiena nghallem l-istrumenti
tal-qasba bhall-klarinett u s-saksofon, u dejjem
niehu gost meta jkolli student gdid.

L-eta tal-istudenti li nghallem jiena mal-
Banda Imperial hija wahda varjata. Bhalma diga
semmejt, il-muzika m’ghandhiex eta u jekk hawn
min forsi ged jaqta’ qalbu jintrodu¢i l-muzika fil-
hajja tieghu jew taghha minhabba l-eta, jiena xorta
ninkoraggixxihom jibdew jitghallmu. Hawn diversi
fil-muzika ezatt malli rtiraw mix-xoghol li kellhom.
Biex naghlaq, nixtieq nirringrazzja lill-Ghaqda
Muzikali Imperial tal-fidu¢ja li wrew fija biex inkun
ghalliem tal-qasba ma’ din is-so¢jeta. Huwa ta’ unur
u gost tieghi li nwassal dak li tghallimt jiena bhala
muzicist lill-istudenti 1-godda.

J&G
Discount

Discount Detergent Shop

Trig it-Tgham, II-Mellieha
Tel: 21522658
Mob: 79057948

Opening Hours
Mon-Fri:
9.00-13.00 & 16.00 — 19.00
Sat: 9.00 - 14.00

Free
Delivery
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All Inclusive Buffet

Every Sunday Lunch

Opens at 12:30 hrs &
last seating is at 14:30 hrs

g3 greatdanerestaurantl www.greatdane.mt
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Il-familja tal-istrumenti tar-ram tikkonsisti
minn strumenti varji kemm fil-forma, dags u
hoss. L-istrumenti tar-ram huma maqgsuma fi tnejn
primarjament, il-high brass u l-low brass. 11-high
brass jikkonsisti fi strumenti b’tubi igsar kif ukoll
idjaq minn dawk tal-low brass. Dan iwassal sabiex
dawn l-istrumenti jkollhom hoss irqaq u oghla (high
pitch). Fost dawn l-istrumenti li jaghmlu parti mill-
formazzjoni bandistika Maltija hemm it-trumbetta
(trumpet), il-kurunetta (cornet), u l-kurnu (French
horn). Min-naha l-ohra, l-istrumenti tal-low brass
huma maghmula minn tubi itwal u ehxen li allura
jwassal sabiex dawn l-istrumenti jkollhom hoss
aktar baxx (low pitch). L-istrumenti ta’ dil-familja
li nsibu fil-baned huma t-trumbun (trombone),
l-althorn (baritone), l-ewfonju (euphonium) u
I-baxx (tuba).

L-istrumenti tar-ram bejn wiehed u iehor kollha
jahdmu bl-istess mod. Spjegazzjoni semplic¢i ta’
kif jahdmu hija i permezz ta’ vibrazzjoni bejn ix-
xofftejn tinholoq vibrazzjoni fit-tubi tal-istrument
li biha jinholoq il-hoss. In-noti jinbidlu permezz
tal-valvi 1i meta jigu maghfusa jkunu ged itawlu
t-tul minn fejn tghaddi I-vibrazzjoni. Ghalkemm it-
trumbun m’ghandux valvi, dan xorta wahda jahdem
b’sistema li hija teoretikamnet l-istess. Id-differenza
hija li minflok jigi maghfus il-valv, tic¢aqlaq l-islajd
sabiex jitwal it-tubu tal-istrument.

L-istrumenti tar-ram urew il-versatilita taghhom
fuq firxa wiesgha ta’ generi muzikali. Fil-muzika

AR
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klassika, it-tonijiet maestuzi
tal-kurnu u I-melodiji tat-
trumbetta zejnu ghadd ta’

sinfoniji u kuncerti. It-
trumbun, bil-glissandos
bla xkiel u I-kwalitajiet
espressivi tieghu,

ikkontribwixxa ghall-muzika orkestrali kif ukoll
ghall-musica da camera. 11-Jazz, generu ccelebrat
ghall-improvizzazzjoni u r-ritmi dinamici tieghu,
fih jintuzaw diversi strumenti tar-ram. It-trumbetta,
b’mod partikolari, saret simbolu ta’ jazz virtuosity
permezz ta’ leggendi bhal Louis Armstrong u
Miles Davis. Fil-qasam tal-muzika popolari, is-
sezzjonijiet tar-ram hallew marka li ma tithassarx
fuq il-Rock, il-Funk, u s-Soul.

Nixtieq naghlaq billi nistieden lil dawk kollha
interessati li jkunu jafu iktar fuq dawn I-istrumenti
u forsi jibdew jitghallmu xi wiehed minnhom
biex jersqu lejn il-Banda Imperial. It-taghlim ta’
strument muzikali huwa esperjenza li ggib maghha
diversi benefi¢¢ji u tlagqghek ma’ nies differenti li
ghandhom ghal galbhom forom diversi ta’ muzika.
Taqtghux galbkom ghax it-taghlim li jsir hu wiehed
individwali u fuq bazi personali.

Nirringrazzja lill-Ghaqda Muzikali Imperial talli
afdawli t-taghlim tal-istudenti tal-istrumenti tar-ram
u nittama li jkun hemm hafna iktar studenti godda li
jibdew jitghallmu l-muzika.

Heggu lil uliedkom jitghallmu
I-Muzika mal-Banda Imperial.
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Meta fis-16 ta’ Settembru 1947 giet kostitwita
1-Ghaqda Nazzjonali Kazini tal-Banda, mill-ewwel
bdiet tissejjah ‘l-ghaqda tal-ghaqdiet’ u r-raguni
hija wahda sempli¢ci u c¢ara ghaliex missirijietna
riedu li l-kazini tal-Banda jkollhom vu¢i wahda li
titkellem ghalihom b’mod kollettiv. Dan minkejja
li dak iz-Zmien l-ghaqdiet tal-Banda kellhom hafna
influwenza. Bizzejjed infakkar li huma kienu 1-vucéi
tal-poplu, ta’ dawk li ma kinux nobbli jew proprjetarji
ta’ artijiet. Fil-fatt il-kazini tal-Banda kienu involuti
fil-bidu tas-seklu l-iehor fil-kwistjoni tal-lingwa, kif
ukoll fil-mixja tal-izvilupp kostituzzjonali ta’ pajjizna.

Hekk ukoll fil-festi sbieh taghna. Is-soc¢jetajiet tal-
Banda kienu u ghadhom minn ta’ quddiem nett sabiex
jorganizzaw flimkien ma’ entitajiet ohra, b’mod
partikolari I-parroc¢i taghna, dak li ghalina 1-Maltin u
I-Ghawdxin huma okkazjonijiet ta’ ¢elebrazzjonijiet
komunitarji kemm fuq bazi ta’ belt u rahal imma
wkoll bhala familja; kemm jekk tkun soc¢jeta tal-banda
imma anke jekk tkun in-nukleu ta’ familja individwali
li hija I-pedament ta’ kull so¢jeta bhal taghna.

Tajjeb wiehed ifakkar li l-ewwel decizjonijiet
li ttiehdu fi hdan ‘l-Ghaqda tal-ghaqdiet’ kien li
jkun hemm bord provizorju ta’ surmastrijiet sabiex
flimkien ifasslu l-ahjar grammatika muzikali ghat-
taghlim tal-muzika. Mieghu giet ukoll kostitwita
struttura sabiex dawk l-istudenti jew allievi l-aktar li
jippromettu jinghataw boroz ta’ studju halli jkomplu
jipperfezzjonaw il-kapacitajiet taghhom. Din t-triq qed
nergghu nagbduha bix-xoghol li ged isir mill-Ghaqda
Nazzjonali Kazini tal-Banda flimkien mal-membri
taghha. L-GHNKB b’kollaborazzjoni shiha mad-
Direttorat tal-Kultura u mal-MCAST, ged tahdem fuq
il-kurrikulu komuni u t-taghlim tieghu halli jinghata
r-rikonoxximent formali mill-Awtoritajiet Edukattivi
lic-centri tat-taghlim tal-muzika fil-kazini taghna.

Dan ged ikun maghqud mal-masterclasses
mghallma mill-professjonisti internazzjonali li diga
saru u l-hsieb hu li dawn jitkomplew sabiex il-livell tal-
muzika jkompli joghla kif deher fil-kuncert ¢elebrattiv
tal-75 anniversarju tal-GHNKB li sar fil-Kon-
Katidral ta’ San Gwann fl-24 ta’ Frar 2023. Kuncert

I www.imperialbandclubh.com
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tal-oghla livell u ec¢ezzjonali
kif gie deskritt minn kull
min attenda dakinhar. Dan
kien l-ewwel kuncert mill-
Malta Symphonic Band u
l-awguri hu li nkomplu f’din
t-triq halli ndahhlu mill-gdid
kultura bandistika ta’ livell
gholi imma aktar minn hekk, nergghu nkattru sens
ta’ appartenenza li tant huwa fundamentali f’socjeta
li trid thares l-identita taghha.

Huwa importanti li bhala komunita nharsu u
naghtu sostenn lis-soc¢jetajiet tal-banda mhux biss
fil-jiem tal-festa, 1i huwa ferm importanti, imma
s-sostenn ghandu jkun wiehed kostanti billi wiehed
jaghti ftit hin biex jghin b’mod volontarju I-hidma tal-
kazin. Dan nghidu ghaliex il-hajja ta’ kull kazin hija
msejsa fuq element qawwi ta’ volontarjat. Ftit hidma
volontarja hija fiha nnifisha sens ta’ sodisfazzjon u turi
wkoll impenn komunitarju u sens ta’ appartenenza.
Ghandna nkunu ahna nfusna li nersqu ’1 quddiem
biex nghinu u naghtu kontribut kif ged nerga’ nara
zghazagh impenjati biex dak li lkoll jaghmilna Maltin
- il-festi u l-kazini taghna ma joghtrux. Ghaliex id-
diffikultajiet jezistu u huwa biss bil-hidma ta’ kull
wiehed minna li nistghu nharsu dan il-patrimonju
kulturali li jaghtina identita bhala poplu.

Ghalhekk inheggeg 1i I-festi taghna jibqghu
jinghataw libsa xierqa li turi fuq kollox Il-aspett
religjuz li huwa s-sisien ta’ kull festa flimkien mal-
gima popolari u komunitarja li taghmilna Ghawdxin
u Maltin. Ma ghandniex inhallu s-sinifikat sabih
tal-festi jittappan u jittebba’ b’aspetti ohra li ma
ghandhom x’jagsmu xejn mas-sinifikat vera tal-festa
taghna. Dan nistghu naghmluh billi nkunu ahna stess
li nixprunaw is-sabih u nbieghdu mill-festi taghna
dak kollu li ma jaghmlilniex gieh bhala poplu. Irridu
nkunu ahna bhala poplu matur u responsabbli u b’veru
sens ta’ appartenza li naraw li l-festi taghna jibqghu
okkazjoni ta’ gima religjuza u komunitarja.

F’ismi u f’isem 1-Ezekuttiv tal-Ghaqda Nazzjonali
Kazini tal-Banda, nawgura festa sabiha u xierqa.




\Z

OSTRICA NERA

AT GILLIERU, SAN PAWL I1-BAHAR 2226 6282



% HERPIES
f\"a_-'.. ¥ e >
e
D
A ,_.;L. JEWELLERY LTD.

44, Triq Gorg Borg Olivier, Mellieha ¢ 21525906 ¢ info@herbiesmalta.com

LIFTING
SERVICE

Call 99448559

To any location




2023

L= 2

1@ Puzsu

wizza. Pasta. Gnyr

aberdashery; ||

[.ﬁiﬁ- seh(ﬂd goods, Gifts, ' &4

dly and Watch Repan

We are also catering for Kid’s
Parties, Events, Majjalati,
Fenkati, Buffets and more

Wood Fire, @ve

Parish Square, Mellieha

Tel. No.: 21522267

11, Gorg)Borg @|.v.e @@@g} Facebook Page: Marianna Stationery
Mellieha, & 555 E-mail: mariannastationery@gmail.com

Take Away, Aya'zlab

Mob;: 7(91_7@2;7

MARIO GAUCI
Fruit & Vegetable Seller

10, South Street,
Mellieha

" Daily vendor selling
" at St. Paul’s Bay and
Mellieha

Mob: 9945 5717

m s www.imperialbandclub.com |



26 t’ Awwissu 2022 — Barbecue tal-festa f’Misrah
il-Parrocea.

28 t’Awwissu 2022 - Tombla specjali tal-festa
organizzata mill-Kummissjoni Banda u Kor tal-
Ghaqda Muzikali Imperial.

29 t’Awwissu 2022 - Kuncert generali tal-
Programm tal-Festa mill-Banda u I-Kor Imperial fis-
Sala tal-Kazin taht id-direzzjoni tas-Surmast Direttur
Mro Anthony Borg.

30 " Awwissu 2022 — Zjara ta’ kortezija mill-Prim
Ministru ta’ Malta 1-Onorevoli Dr Robert Abela fil-
Kazin Imperial fl-okkazjoni tal-Festa tal-Vitorja 2022.

30t Awwissu 2022 - Laqgha so¢jali ghall-emigranti
Mellehin fl-okkazjoni tal-festa tal-Vitorja.

31 t’Awwissu 2022 - L-Ghagqda Muzikali
Imperial hadet sehem fi¢-celebrazzjoni religjuza fil-
Knisja Arcipretali tal-Mellieha fl-okkazjoni ta’ ‘Jum
1-Ghaqdiet Civici’.

31 t” Awwissu 2022 - Ri¢eviment fil-Kazin Imperial
ghall-membri tal-kumitati, bandisti, u membri tal-kor,
flimkien mal-familjari taghhom.

31 t"Awwissu 2022 — Delegazzjoni mill-Kumitat
Direttiv attendiet ghal riceviment organizzat mill-
Ministru tat-Turizmu 1-Onor. Clayton Bartolo fl-
okkazjoni tal-inawgurazzjoni tax-xoghol 1i sar fix-
xelters tal-Mellieha mill-Ghaqda Korali u Orkestrali
Maria Bambina.

1 ta’ Settembru 2022 - Delegazzjoni mill-Kumitat
Direttiv attendiet ghall-programm vokali u strumentali
tal-festa mtella’ mill-Ghaqda Korali u Orkestrali
Marija Bambina.

2 ta’ Settembru 2022 - Programm vokali u
strumentali mill-Banda u 1-Kor Imperial taht id-

2023

Diarju
2022 - 2023

direzzjoni tas-Surmast Direttur Mro Anthony Borg
f’Misrah il-Parro¢¢a. Wara sar riceviment fis-sala tal-
kazin.

3 ta’ Settembru 2022 — Il-President u s-Segretarju
Generali tal-Ghaqda Muzikali Imperial hadu sehem
fil-programm ‘Mill-Briju tal-Festi 2022’ fl-istudios ta’
ONE Radio fil-Marsa.

3 ta’ Settembru 2022 - Delegazzjoni mill-Kumitat
Direttiv attendiet ghall-programm muzikali mtella’
mis-Societa Filarmonica La Vittoria.

4 ta’ Settembru 2022 - Delegazzjoni mill-Kumitat
Direttiv attendiet ghall-festin tal-festa fil-Kazin tal-
Partit Laburista tal-Mellieha.

4 ta’ Settembru 2022 - Mar¢ mill-Banda Imperial
li beda minn Triq 1-Gherien u spi¢¢a f’Misrah il-
Parrocca.

5 ta’ Settembru 2022 - Sar il-funeral ta’ Gejtu
Sultana, bandist mal-Banda Imperial ghal madwar 30
sena. II-Banda Imperial daqqet waqt il-korteo funebri
u membri tal-Kumitat Direttiv akkumpanjawh wagqt il-
funeral.

5 ta’ Settembru 2022 - Delegazzjoni mill-Kumitat
Direttiv attendiet ghall-festin tal-festa organizzat
mill-Ghaqda Kac¢aturi u Nassaba Konservazzjonisti
Mellehin fil-Mellieha Sports Club.

5 ta’ Settembru 2022 - Mar¢ mill-Banda L’Isle
Adam tar-Rabat, Malta, 1i beda minn Triq Qasam
Barrani u spi¢¢a f’Misrah il-Parrocca.

5 ta’ Settembru 2022 — Grupp ta’ zghazagh membri
tal-Ghaqda Muzikali Imperial hadu sehem wagqt ic-
c¢elebrazzjoni fil-Knisja Arcipretali fl-okkazjoni tal-
festa ta’ Marija Bambina.

6 ta’ Settembru 2022 - Mar¢ mill-Banda Imperial li
beda minn Triq il-Mithna 1-Qadima u spi¢c¢a f’Misrah
il-Parroc¢ea.

7 ta’ Settembru 2022 - Mar¢ mill-Banda Imperial
li beda minn Triq il-Kbira kantuniera ma’ Triq is-Salib
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u spi¢ca f’Misrah il-Parro¢¢a. Wara, il-Banda u 1-Kor
Imperial esegwew I-Innu ad unur Marija Bambina
minn fuq il-plancier.

8 ta’ Settembru 2022 - Mar¢ mill-Banda San
Sebastjan tas-Soc¢jeta Filarmonika Pinto ta’ Hal Qormi
minn Trig Sant’Anna sa Misrah il-Parro¢¢a. Wara
ttella’ programm muzikali mill-istess banda minn fuq
il-planc¢ier li lahaq il-qofol tieghu bid-daqq tal-Innu
ad unur Marija Bambina mal-wasla tal-istatwa tal-
Bambina quddiem il-Kazin.

9 ta’ Settembru 2022 - Harga tal-festa bil-lanca
mill-Ghadira sal-Birgu Waterfront u lura organizzata
mill-Kummissjoni Zghazagh fost briju minn membri
tal-istess Sezzjoni Zghazagh.

11 ta’ Settembru 2022 - Delegazzjoni mill-Kumitat
Direttiv attendiet ghall-festin tal-festa fil-Kazin tal-
Partit Nazzjonalista tal-Mellieha.

15 ta’ Settembru 2022 - Membri tal-Ghaqda
Muzikali Imperial hadu sehem waqt Car Treasure
Hunt li kienet organizzata mill-Mellieha Sports Club
bhala parti mill-attivitajiet organizzati f’gheluq il-75
Anniversarju.

17 ta’ Settembru 2022 — I1-Banda Imperial tellghet
programm muzikali waqt serata kommemorattiva
tal-75 Anniversarju tal-Mellieha Sports Club fi Triq
Qasam Barrani.

17 ta’ Settembru 2022 — Delegazzjoni mill-Kumitat
Direttiv attendiet ghal-laqgha generali specjali u
riceviment organizzati mill-Ghaqda Nazzjonali Kazini
tal-Banda fil-Kazin tal-Banda San Guzepp il-Hamrun
li bihom inghata bidu ghac-celebrazzjonijiet tal-75
sena mit-twaqqif tal-istess ghaqda.

19 ta’ Settembru 2022 - Fuq l-inizjattiva tal-
Ghaqda Nazzjonali Kazini tal-Banda, 1-Ghaqda
Muzikali Imperial inghaqdet mal-kumplament tal-
ghaqdiet muzikali ta’ Malta u Ghawdex biex issellem
il-memorja tar-Regina Elizabetta II fil-jum tal-funeral
taghha billi ttellghet bandiera mezzasta fuq il-kazin.

30 ta’ Settembru 2022 — Afternoon Bingo & Tea
fis-sala ewlenija tal-Kazin Imperial organizzat mill-
Kummissjoni Banda u Kor.

8 t’Ottubru 2022 - Delegazzjoni mill-Kumitat
Direttiv attendiet ghall-festin tal-festa organizzat mill-
Ghaqda tan-Nar Marija Bambina.

16 t’Ottubru 2022 - Afternoon Bingo & Tea fis-
sala ewlenija tal-Kazin Imperial organizzat mill-
Kummissjoni Banda u Kor.

29 t’Ottubru 2022 - Rapprezentant tal-Ghaqda
Muzikali Imperial attenda ghall-konferenza regjonali
dwar il-festi tar-Regjun Tramuntana organizzata mill-
Kazin tal-Banda Peace tan-Naxxar.

30 t’Ottubru 2022 — Delegazzjoni mill-Kumitat
Direttiv attendiet ghall-quddiesa ta’ radd il-hajr u
ftuh ta’ wirja tal-arti organizzati mill-Ghaqda Korali
u Orkestrali Maria Bambina fl-okkazjoni tal-75
Anniversarju mit-twaqqif tal-istess ghaqda.

30 t’Ottubru 2022 - Afternoon Bingo & Tea fis-
sala ewlenija tal-Kazin Imperial organizzat mill-
Kummissjoni Banda u Kor.

12 ta’ Novembru 2022 - Delegazzjoni mill-
Kumitat Direttiv attendiet ghas-seminar nazzjonali
fuq il-Festa Maltija organizzat fl-Universita 1-Antika
I-Belt Valletta mill-Ghaqda tal-Muzika San Gejtanu
bil-kollaborazzjoni tal-Ghaqda Nazzjonali Kazini tal-
Banda.

13 ta’ Novembru 2022 - Giet organizzata quddiesa
fil-Knisja Arc¢ipretali tal-Mellieha ghar-ruh il-mejtin
kollha tal-Ghaqda Muzikali Imperial. F’din il-quddiesa

[ -

hadu sehem membri tal-Banda u 1-Kor Imperial. Wara
sar korteo gha¢-Cimiterju ‘Sultana tal-Vittorji’, fejn
indaqget fanfara mill-membri tal-Banda Imperial,
tkantaw innijiet, sar it-tberik tal-ogbra u tpoggew fjuri
fuq l-istess ogbra.

13 ta’ Novembru 2022 - Afternoon Bingo & Tea
fis-sala ewlenija tal-Kazin Imperial organizzat mill-
Kummissjoni Banda u Kor.

16 — 20 ta’ Novembru 2022 — Saret fiera tal-
ktieb fis-Sala Imperial organizzata minn Wise Owl
Publications.

19 ta’ Novembru 2022 — Saret I-ewwel sessjoni tal-
krafts bit-tema tal-Milied fil-Kazin Imperial.

19 ta’ Novembru 2022 - Rapprezentanti tal-Ghaqda
Muzikali Imperial ippartecipaw wagqt il-festa ta’ Santa
Cecilja fil-Belt Valletta organizzata mill-Ghaqda
Nazzjonali Kazini tal-Banda.

21 ta’ Novembru 2022 - II-Kor Imperial ha
sehem f’quddiesa ghand is-Sorijiet tal-Klawsura fil-
Monasteru ta’ Santa Katerina fil-Belt Valletta. Membri
mill-Kumitat Direttiv attendew ghal din I-okkazjoni.

25 ta’ Novembru 2022 — Membri tal-Kumitat
Direttiv attendew ghal press call mill-Ministru ghat-
Turizmu 1-Onor. Clayton Bartolo bit-tema ta’ ‘Il-
Villagg tal-Milied fil-Mellieha’.

m s www.imperialbandclub.com |
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26 ta’ Novembru 2022 - Membri tal-Ghaqda
Muzikali Imperial inghaqdu ma’ membri gejjin mis-
soc¢jetajiet muzikali ta’ Malta f’kampanja nazzjonali
ta’ ghoti ta’ demm organizzata minn One Radio fi¢-
Centru tal-Ghoti tad-Demm fi Gwardamanga.

3 ta’ Dicembru 2022 — Saret it-tieni sessjoni tal-
krafts bit-tema tal-Milied fil-Kazin Imperial.

4 ta’ Dicembru 2022 - Afternoon Bingo & Tea
fis-sala ewlenija tal-Kazin Imperial organizzat mill-
Kummissjoni Banda u Kor.

9 ta’ Dicembru 2022 — Delegazzjoni mill-Kumitat
Direttiv attendiet ghall-kuncert annwali tal-Milied
organizzat mill-Ghaqda Korali u Orkestrali Maria
Bambina fil-Knisja Ar¢ipretali tal-Mellieha.

10 ta’ Di¢embru 2022 - Delegazzjoni mill-Kumitat
Direttiv attendiet ghall-kuncert muzikali annwali
mtella’ mis-Societa Filarmonica La Vittoria fid-db
Seabank Resort & Spa, il-Mellieha.

10 ta’ Di¢embru 2022 — Saret it-tielet u l-ahhar
sessjoni tal-krafts bit-tema tal-Milied fil-Kazin
Imperial.

11 ta’ Di¢cembru 2022 — Programm Vokali u
Strumentali tal-Milied mill-Banda u 1-Kor Imperial
fis-Sala tal-Kazin Imperial.

13 ta’ Dicembru 2022 - II-Kor Imperial esegwixxa
programm ta’ ghanjiet tal-Milied fis-Solana Hotel &
Spa, il-Mellieha.

14 ta’ Dicembru 2022 — Membri tal-Ghaqda
Muzikali Imperial attendew ghall-ftuh ufficjali tal-
‘Villagg tal-Milied fil-Mellieha’ mill-Kunsill Lokali
tal-Mellieha.

15 ta’ Dicembru 2022 - Delegazzjoni mill-Kumitat
attendiet ghall-funeral tas-Sinjura Rita Vella, omm is-
Sindku tal-Mellieha Dario Vella.

15 ta’ Dicembru 2022 — Delegazzjoni mill-Kumitat
Direttiv attendiet ghal Jum il-Kunsill tal-Mellieha
2022 organizzat mill-Kunsill Lokali tal-Mellieha.

17 ta’ Dicembru 2022 - II-Kor Imperial esegwixxa
programm ta’ ghanjiet tal-Milied waqt l-attivita ‘Il-
Villagg tal-Milied fil-Mellieha’ organizzata mill-
Kunsill Lokali tal-Mellieha fil-Bitha tas-Santwarju
Nazzjonali Madonna tal-Mellieha.

18 ta’ Dicembru 2022 - Afternoon Bingo & Tea
fis-sala ewlenija tal-Kazin Imperial organizzat mill-
Kummissjoni Banda u Kor.

20-22 ta’ Dicembru 2019 - II-Kummissjoni
Zghazagh hadet sehem permezz ta’ bejgh ta’ mqaret
waqt l-attivita ‘II-Villagg tal-Milied fil-Mellieha’
organizzata mill-Kunsill Lokali tal-Mellieha.

20 ta’ Dicembru 2022 - [1-Banda Imperial esegwiet

I www.imperialbandclubh.com

programm ta’ ghanjiet tal-Milied fil-Labranda Riviera
Hotel & Spa, il-Matfa.

23 ta’ Dicembru 2022 - II-Kor Imperial esegwixxa
programm ta’ ghanjiet tal-Milied fil-Paradise Bay
Resort, il-Marfa.

programm ta’ ghanjiet tal-Milied fil-Maritim Antonin
Hotel & Spa, fil-Mellieha.

8 ta’ Jannar 2023 - Afternoon Bingo & Tea fis-
sala ewlenija tal-Kazin Imperial organizzat mill-
Kummissjoni Banda u Kor.

14 ta’ Jannar 2023 — Membri tal-Ghaqda Muzikali
Imperial attendew ghall-kuncert mill-Brass Ensemble

organizzat mill-Ghaqda Nazzjonali Kazini tal-
Banda biex jimmarka t-tmiem ta’ sett ta’ sessjoni ta’
Masterclasses organizzati fl-okkazjoni tal-75 sena
anniversarju mit-twaqqif tal-istess ghaqda.

14 ta’ Jannar 2023 — Delegazzjoni mill-Kumitat
Direttiv attendiet ghall-professjoni religjuza ta’ numru
ta’ Sorijiet Ulied il-Qalb ta’ Ges fil-Knisja Parrokkjali
tal-Mellieha.

22 ta’ Jannar 2023 - Afternoon Bingo & Tea fis-
sala ewlenija tal-Kazin Imperial organizzat mill-
Kummissjoni Banda u Kor.

5 ta’ Frar 2023 - Afternoon Bingo & Tea fis-
sala ewlenija tal-Kazin Imperial organizzat mill-
Kummissjoni Banda u Kor.

18 ta’ Frar 2023 - Delegazzjoni mill-Kumitat
attendiet ghall-funeral tas-Sur Anthony Fenech li kien
akkumpanjat waqt il-korteo funebri mill-Banda La
Vittoria.

19 ta’ Frar 2023 - Afternoon Bingo & Tea fis-
sala ewlenija tal-Kazin Imperial organizzat mill-
Kummissjoni Banda u Kor.

22 ta’ Frar 2023 — Il-bar tal-kazin Imperial beda
jopera mis-sala fit-tieni sular minhabba li nghata bidu
ghax-xoghol ta’ rinovazzjoni u ristrutturar fis-sular

t’isfel tal-kazin.
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24 ta’ Frar 2023 — Delegazzjoni mill-Kumitat
Direttiv attendew ghall-kuncert sinfoniku ‘Laudate
Dominum in sanctis eius’ fil-Konkatidral ta’ San
Gwann organizzat mill-Ghaqda Nazzjonali Kazini
tal-Banda ghall-okkazjoni tal-75 anniversarju mit-
twaqqif taghha.

3 ta’ Marzu 2023 — Delegazzjoni mill-Kumitat
Direttiv attendiet ghal-laggha generali tal-Kunsill tal-
Ghaqda Nazzjonali Kazini tal-Banda 1i saret fis-sala
prin¢ipali tal-MCAST, f’Rahal Gdid.

4, 11, 18, 25 ta’ Marzu 2023 — Kienu organizzati
sett ta’ sessjonijiet ta’ krafts bit-tema tar-rebbiegha fil-
Kazin Imperlal

5 ta’ Marzu 2023 - Afternoon Bingo & Tea fis-
sala ewlenija tal-Kazin Imperial organizzat mill-
Kummissjoni Banda u Kor.

17 ta’ Marzu 2023 - Delegazzjoni mill-Kumitat
attendiet ghall-funeral tas-Sur Emanuel Farrugia li
kien akkumpanjat wagqt il-korteo funebri mill-Banda
La Vittoria.

18 ta’ Marzu 2023 — II-Kor Imperial ha sehem
waqt quddiesa fl-okkazjoni tal-festa ta’ San Guzepp
ic¢elebrata fil-Manikata.

18 ta’ Marzu 2023 - Saret is-seduta generali tal-
Ghaqda Muzikali Imperial fejn inghata rendikont tal-
hidma fi hdan 1-Ghaqda tul is-sena 2022.

19 ta’ Marzu 2023 - Afternoon Bingo & Tea fis-
sala ewlenija tal-Kazin Imperial organizzat mill-
Kummissjoni Banda u Kor.

29 ta’ Marzu 2023 — Delegazzjoni mill-Kumitat
Direttiv hadu sehem ghall-ftuh ta’ wirja b’rabta
mal-Gimgha Mgqaddsa organizzata —mis-Societa

Filarmonica La Vittoria.

2 t’April 2023 — Kuncert annwali ta’ Hadd il-Palm
mill-Banda u 1-Kor Imperial bil-kollaborazzjoni tal-
Kunsill Lokali tal-Mellieha fil-Knisja Arc¢ipretali
Marija Bambina, il-Mellieha, fl-okkazjoni tal-Gimgha
Mgaddsa.

4 t April 2023 — Zjara ta’ kortezija mill-Onorevoli
Ministru Dr Jonathan Attard fil-Kazin Imperial.

6 t’April 2023 - L-Ghaqda Muzikali Imperial
ippartecipat fil-Vizti tas-Sepulkru fil-Knisja Ar¢ipretali
tal-Mellieha fl-okkazjoni ta’ Hamis ix-Xirka.

22 t'April 2023 - Delegazzjoni mill-Kumitat
Direttiv attendiet ghac-celebrazzjoni fl-okkazjoni tal-
ordinazzjoni djakonali ta’ Karl Andrew Schembri li
saret fil-Konkatidral ta> San Gwann mill-E.T. Mons.
Charles Jude Scicluna, Ar¢isqof ta’ Malta.

23 t’April 2023 - Afternoon Bingo & Tea fis-
sala ewlenija tal-Kazin Imperial organizzat mill-
Kummissjoni Banda u Kor.

27 t’April 2023 - Programm vokali u strumentali
mill-Banda u 1-Kor Imperial bhala parti mill-Malta
International Fireworks Festival 2023 fi Triq Gnien
Ingraw, il-Mellieha.

7 ta’ Mejju 2023 - Afternoon Bingo & Tea fis-
sala ewlenija tal-Kazin Imperial organizzat mill-
Kummissjoni Banda u Kor.

9 ta’ Mejju 2023 - Sar il-funeral ta’ Andrew Vella,
membru tal-Ghaqda Muzikali Imperial. Indaqqget
fanfara u membri tal-Kumitat Direttiv akkumpanjaw
il-funeral.

21 ta’ Mejju 2023 - Afternoon Bingo & Tea fis-
sala ewlenija tal-Kazin Imperial organizzat mill-
Kummissjoni Banda u Kor.

27 ta’ Mejju 2023 — Saret sessjoni ohra ta’ krafts
fil-Kazin Imperial.

2 ta’ Gunju 2023 - Afternoon Bingo & Tea fis-
sala ewlenija tal-Kazin Imperial organizzat mill-
Kummissjoni Banda u Kor.

11 ta’ Gunju 2023 - Daqq ta’ fanfara fil-purcissjoni
ta’ Corpus Christi. Membri tal-Kumitat Direttiv
akkumpanjaw il-purcissjoni.

16 ta’ Gunju 2023 - Daqq ta’ fanfara fil-purcissjoni
tal-Qalb ta’ Gesti. Membri tal-Kumitat akkumpanjaw
il-purcissjoni.

23 ta’ Gunju 2023 - [I-Banda Imperial hadet sehem
wagqt il-festa tal-Qalb bla Tebgha ta’ Marija ¢celebrata
f’Burmarrad.

25 ta’ Gunju 2023 - Programm muzikali mill-Banda
Imperial flimkien mal-Brgttum Brass tan-Norvegja
f’Misrah il-Parrocca.

26 ta’ Gunju 2023 - Sar il-funeral ta’ Anthony
Cauchi, membru tal-Ghaqda Muzikali Imperial.
Indaqget fanfara u membri tal-Kumitat Direttiv
akkumpanjaw il-funeral.

www.imperialbandcluh.com I
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30 ta’ Gunju 2023 - Afternoon Bingo & Tea fis-
sala ewlenija tal-Kazin Imperial organizzat mill-
Kummissjoni Banda u Kor.

8 ta’ Lulju 2023 - Sar il-funeral ta’ Mary Bartolo,
membru tal-Ghaqda Muzikali Imperial. Indaqqet
fanfara u membri tal-Kumitat Direttiv akkumpanjaw
il-funeral.

9 ta’ Lulju 2023 - I1-Banda Imperial hadet sehem
wagqt il-festa tal-Madonna tal-Karmnu ¢celebrata fil-
Fgura.

13 ta’ Lulju 2023 — Membri tal-Kumitat Direttiv
attendew ghal seminar t’informazzjoni organizzat
mill-Majjistral Action Group Foundation fl-uffi¢ju tal-
Kunsill Lokali tal-Imgarr, Malta.

14 ta’ Lulju 2023 — Il-bar tal-kazin Imperial rega’
beda jopera mill-ewwel sular tal-kazin wara li gie fi
tmiemu x-xoghol ta’ rinovazzjoni u ristrutturar tas-
sular t’isfel.

14 ta’ Lulju 2023 - Afternoon Bingo & Tea fis-
sala ewlenija tal-Kazin Imperial organizzat mill-
Kummissjoni Banda u Kor.

15 ta’ Lulju 2023 - II-Banda u 1-Kor Imperial
tellghu programm vokali u strumentali f’lejlet il-festa
tal-Madonna tad-Duttrina ¢c¢elebrata f”Hal Tarxien.

29 ta’ Lulju 2023 - I1-Kor Imperial tella’ programm
vokali fil-Bitha tas-Santwarju Nazzjonali Madonna
tal-Mellieha waqt ‘Iljieli Mellehin 2023’ organizzati
mill-Kunsill Lokali tal-Mellieha.

30 ta’ Lulju 2023 - II-Banda Imperial hadet sechem
wagqt il-festa ta’ Marija Addolorata Sultana tal-Martri
¢celebrata f’San Pawl il-Bahar.

31 ta’ Lulju 2023 — Delegazzjoni mill-Kumitat
Direttiv attendiet ghal laqgha organizzata mill-Kunsill
Lokali tal-Mellieha ghall-ghaqdiet tal-Mellicha u
I-Manikata.

4 ' Awwissu 2023 - Afternoon Bingo & Tea fis-
sala ewlenija tal-Kazin Imperial organizzat mill-
Kummissjoni Banda u Kor.

14 t’Awwissu 2023 - Il-Banda Imperial hadet
sehem waqt il-festa ta’ Marija Assunta ¢céelebrata fil-
Mosta.

20 t’Awwissu 2023 - 1l-Banda Imperial hadet
sehem wagqt il-festa ta’ Marija Assunta ¢celebrata fi-
Imgarr, Malta.

27 t'Awwissu 2023 - II-Banda Imperial hadet
sehem wagqt il-festa ta’ San Guzepp ic¢celebrata fil-
Manikata.




IMPERIAL BAR

We give appetizers with drinks

For good Maltese food and genuine drinks the
Imperial Bar is the place to be ...

Specialising in Malt, Whiskey & Gin

Pjazza tal-Parrocca, Mellieha
Tel: 79296738 (Alfred Xuereb)
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Steven Fenech li flimkien mal-partners taz-
zfin tieghu kellu diversi rizultati pozittivi
f’hafna kompetizzjonijiet differenti, fosthom
l-ewwel post fil-Ballroom u fil-Latin
f’Settembru 2022 fil-Belgju, 1-ewwel post
fil-Ballroom u fix-Show Dance f’Novembru
2022 f’Malta, l-ewwel post fil-Freestyle
Show Dance, fil-Latin u fil-Ballroom £’ April
2023 fl-Olanda, l-ewwel post fil-Latin u
fil-Freestyle Show Dance f’Gunju 2023 fil-
Polonja, u l-ewwel post fil-Latin f” Awwissu
fil-Germanja. Steven ha sehem ukoll fil-
filming li sar f’Marzu 2023 ta’ ‘The Dancing
Detective: A Deadly Tango’ bi produzzjoni

ta’ Hallmark.
1\{@4

}}a ."'

Rev. Karl Andrew Schembri li gie ordnat
djaknu mill-E¢cellenza Tieghu 1-Ar¢isqof ta’
Malta Mons. Charles Jude Scicluna.

Is-Sur  Evarist Bartolo li  nghata
1-Onoreficenza ta’ Gieh il-Mellicha; il-

2023

mibki Anton Tanti, il-Grupp Katekisti
tal-Parrocca  tal-Mellieha,  il-Mellieha
Sports Club u I-Onorevoli Ivan Castillo li
nghataw 1-Onoreficenza ta’ Rikonoxximent
il-Mellieha; u s-Sra Clare Jackson, is-
Sur Gary Gauci u Fr Denis Schembri li
nghataw [-Onoreficenza ta’ Apprezzament
il-Mellieha.

Is-Sindku tal-Mellieha, is-Sur Dario Vella,
li gie onorat mill-Ordni ta’ San Lazzru ta’
Gerusalemm bil-premju ta’ mertu ghall-
hidma u 1-gid li jwettaq fil-komunita.
L-Ghaqda Nazzjonali Kazini tal-Banda
f’gheluq il-75 anniversarju mit-twaqqif
taghha.

L-Ghaqda tan-Nar Marija Bambina li rebhet
il-Festival Internazzjonali tal-Loghob tan-
Nar tal-Ajru 2023.

[I-Kunsill Lokali tal-Mellicha 1li gie fl-
ewwel post fil-kategorija ‘Local Councils
Award 2022’ u fit-tieni post f1-2021. Dawn
l-awards jinghataw bhala rikonoxximent u
apprezzament ghall-attivitajiet u inizjattivi
sportivi.

It-tim tal-baskitbol Mellieha Libertas ghar-
rebh taghhom tat-Tazza Louis Borg.

It-tim Northenders tad-diversi rebhiet li kisbu
fosthom the National Slow Pitch League u
the National Baseball Championship.
[l-haddiema  tal-Active  Ageing and
Community Care Mellieha li kklassifikaw
fit-tieni post matul is-serata tal-Active
Ageing and Community Care Employee
Awards 2022.

Il-kantanta Alexia Micallef li rebhet ir-raba’
edizzjoni tal-festival ‘Kantamaghna’ li sar
f’Jannar 2023.

Dawk kollha li ghamlu success fl-istudji jew
f’xi dixxiplina partikolari li jipprattikaw u
nawgurawlhom iktar sucéess f’dak kollu li
jahdmu ghalih.



SALA IMPERIAL

*** mghammra b’arja kundizzjonata * * *

Ideali ghal kull tip
ta’ riceviment, bhal
tal-Maghmudijiet,
tal-Pracett, tal-
Grizma, tal-
Engagements u tal-
Anniversarji

| Tinframa ukoll
ghal konferenzi,
workshops u
seminars

Jekk ged tipprepara ghal xi attivita socjali,
kellimna v fohrog sodisfatt zgur!

Ghal aktar informazzjoni, avvic¢inaw lill-membri tal-Kumitat

Tel.: 21 520 536
e-mail: info@imperialbandclub.com
facebook: fb.me/imperialAD1930
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Niftakru
fhutna lihallewna

Gaetano Sultana Andrew Vella
2 ta’ Settembru 2022 6 ta’ Mejju 2023

Anthony Cauchi Mary Bartolo
23 ta’ Gunju 2023 5 ta’ Lulju 2023

Aghtihom 0 Mulej il-Mistieh ta’ Dejjem. Ammen.

[ y ) .
S Valley

Triq il-Fortizza Mellieha, y

Tel: 21520080 « Mob: 7905 1874 | i
E-mail: greenvalley.ra@gmail.com &\ | Ctofhte% P:rds,
h ) nstant Coffee,
This Discount Store with ‘ Instant Coffee Sticks

& Freshly Roasted Coff

daily Fresh Fruit and vegetables! reshly Roasted Coflee
WDG]]@@EIQ]J 'ﬁdhg@@m:k KAFE BORG - Coffee Roasters,
e CA T 00 | T s g ety

www.kafeborg.com

Sundays and public Holidays
from 8.00am till 1.00pm
\Weldolfieeldeliveries]

Join our loyality card!

m s www.imperialbandclub.com |



Din hija l-aktar espressjoni li biha
tista’ tiddeskrivi li Gejtu Sultana.
Gejtu trabba u ghex il-Mellieha,

persuna popolari hafna fostna
1-Mellehin. Ghex hajjasempli¢iimma
kellu sens ¢iviku kbir. Kien imzZejjen
b’hafna talenti li ma zammhomx
ghalih izda uzahom u gasamhom
mal-komunita ta’ madwaru. Tul
bosta u bosta snin Gejtu ta s-servizzi
tieghu lill-Mellieha f’ghadd ta’
ogsma minghajr qgatt ma talab xejn
lura. Kien mahbub minn kulhadd
u kellu habta kif izellaq kelmtejn waqt diskursata li
kienu jnisslu tbissima fost dawk ta’ madwaru.

FI-1993 Gejtu kien ikkontesta b’success l-ewwel
elezzjoni ghall-Kunsill Lokali tal-Mellieha u serva
bhala Kunsillier fl-ewwel Kunsill Lokali tal-Mellieha.
Ghal diversi snin ta servizz lill-parro¢¢a tal-Mellieha
fejn kien janima I-quddies tal-ewwel. Kien ukoll
membru attiv tal-Kor ‘Ghalenija’.

Gejtu kellu ghal qalbu wkoll it-teatrin. Fis-snin
sebghin kien jifforma parti mill-grupp teatrali Ghaqda
Spartani Mellehin. Aktar tard huwa kien membru attiv
tal-Ghaqda Teatrali ‘Mellieha Stage Friends’.

Gejtu hadem qatigh ghal snin twal fl-Ghaqda
Korali u Orkestrali Maria Bambina tal-Mellieha. Kien
membru tal-kor u serva bhala segretarju tal-istess

I www.imperialbandclubh.com
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Apprezzament
Gaetano Sultana
(1944- 2022)

Kien jifrah bil-hosta meta
kien iferrah ‘il haddiehor...

ghaqda sa mewtu. Kien jifforma
wkoll parti mill-grupp ‘Simar’, grupp
folkloristiku fi hdan 1-Ghaqda Korali
u Orkestrali Maria Bambina.

Ta’ sikwit kien ikun mistieden
biex ikanta f’attivitajiet socjali
kemm fil-Mellieha kif ukoll ’il barra
minnha. Kienet l-hena tieghu jkanta
kanzunetti antiki Maltin, siltiet
operisti¢i u kanzunetti Taljani, l-aktar
dawk Naplitani. Diversi drabi Gejtu
kien ikun mistieden mill-Awtorita
Nazzjonali tat-Turizmu biex ikanta
barra minn xtutna waqt attivitajiet promozzjonali.
Ghal sentejn konsekuttivi, huwa kien mistieden biex
ikanta ma’ orkestra sinfonika fl-Iskozja.

Bla dubju I-ghana kienet ferm ghal qalb Gejtu. Kien
ghannej maghruf kemm f’Malta u kemm f’Ghawdex.
Kellu hila straordinarja ghall-ghana spirtu pront. Kien
dejjem korrett fi kliemu u qatt ma qabez il-linja. Kellu
wkoll talent biex jikteb il-versi ghall-ghana, 1-aktar
ghall-ghana tal-fatt. Mhux darba jew tnejn waqt li kien
ikun jghanni quddiem udjenza barranija kien jghanni
bil-lingwa taghhom l-aktar jekk ikunu Taljani. Kien
jiehu sehem ukoll fil-Festival tal-Ghana 1i kien isir
fl-Argotti fil-Furjana. Ghal xi snin kien ukoll iharreg
ghannejja zghazagh promettenti biex jiechdu sehem fl-
istess festival.

Ta’ mezzeta Gejtu thajjar jitghallem
strument. Tghallem idoqq il-baxx u
nghaqad mal-Banda Imperial. Minbarra
li kien idoqq mal-banda, xi drabi kien
ikanta wkoll waqt programmi mtellghin
mill-istess banda. Kien muzicist ezemplari
u baga’ jservi 1-Banda Imperial sakemm
il-Mulej ghogbu jsejjahlu ghal ghandu
ghalkemm sahhtu ma baqghetx li kienet.

It-telfa ta’ Gejtu hija telfa wkoll ghall-
attivita kulturali fil-Mellieha. Jalla jkollna
aktar persuni bhal Gejtu li jaghtu dak
li jafu ghall-gid komuni. Ta’ dan kollu
nghidulu ‘Grazzi Gejt... strieh fis-sliem’.
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Progett -
Restawr tal-Faccata
tal-Kazin Imperial

L-Ghaqda Muzikali Imperial ilha ghal dawn
l-ahhar erba’ snin ghaddejja bix-xoghol sabiex
tbiddel id-dehra tal-faccata tal-Kazin Imperial.
Ghad li 1-process ha fit-tul iktar milli kien mistenni,

partikolarment minhabba dewmien fl-approvazzjoni
ta’ dan ix-xoghol mill-awtoritajiet koncernati, fl-
ahhar irnexxielna ntemmu dan il-progett b’success.

Id-disinn tal-facc¢ata 1-gdida tal-kazin sar mill-
iskultur Emanuel Cini u dan kien
approvat mill-Perit Joseph Attard
gabel ma kien sottomess ghand
I' I-Awtorita tal-Ippjanar. Il-hsieb
wara dan ir-restawr kien li I-faccata
tal-kazin issir fuq stil Neoklassiku,
stil 1i jaf l-origini tieghu lejn nofs
is-seklu tmintax. Dan l-istil joqrob
lejn I-istil klassiku tal-arkitettonika
billi josserva Il-proporzjonijiet
tal-bini, izda fl-istess waqt
inaqqas minn certu dettalji (bhal
pilastri u kaptelli) biex ikun iktar
addattat ghaz-Zminijiet tal-lum.
Dawn ix-xoghlijiet fuq il-faccata
jikkumplimentaw sew ix-xoghol
fugq stil Joniku li sar is-sena I-ohra
fuq gewwa tal-kazin, b’mod
specjali fit-tarag 1i jaghti ghat-
tieni sular, xoghol 1i sar ukoll fuq
id-disinn u taht is-supervizjoni tal-
iskultur Cini.

Fost affarijiet ohra li kien
jirrikjedi l-istil tal-fa¢eata, il-
qgisien tal-bibien tal-kazin kellhom
T » W) L. jigu modifikati sabiex jimxu mal-

| _ proporzjonijiet necessarji. It-tliet

Disinn tal-faccata I-antika tal-Kazin Imperial (fuq) u iehor tal-facéata I-gdida tal-kazin
(taht).

T T R R R AT R T AT L T I TN R LA

m _ www.imperialbandclub/com

bibien tal-gallarija fit-tieni sular
tal-kazin gew imdejqa, filwaqt li
I-bieb tan-nofs fis-sular t’isfel gie
iktar gholi u t-tieqa li kien hemm
fuq in-naha tal-lemin infethet bieb
tal-istess gies bhal dak fuq in-naha
tax-xellug. Biex dan ix-xoghol
seta’ jsir, il-Perit Attard ha hsieb li
jidhlu t-travi li kien hemm bzonn.
Il-burdura  tal-bibien izzZejnet
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b’xoghol fuq il-gebla tal-franka fuq l-istess stil,
iddisinjat ukoll mill-iskultur Cini. Il-bibien saru tal-
injam iroko sabiex ikunu jifilhu ghall-elementi ta’
barra u nzebghu kulur ahdar skur skont l-iskema ta’
kuluri acéettati mis-Sovrintendenza tal-Patrimonju
Kulturali.

Minbarra l-aspett estetiku, fid-disinn gew
inkorporati wkoll aspetti prattici. Il-bieb princ¢ipali
tal-kazin gie mahsub b’tali mod illi jkun jista’
jinfetah kollu. B’hekk idawwal id-dahla tal-
kazin u jaghti dehra iktar miftuha lis-sular t’isfel,
li tikkomplimenta x-xoghol li sar f’dan is-sular.
Apparti minn dan, ix-xoghol li sar hu mahsub diga
sabiex, meta jkollna l-permessi mehtiega biex
inbaxxu l-livell tal-art tal-ewwel sular, id-dahla
prin¢ipali tkun accessibbli wkoll ghal persuni li
jaghmlu uzu minn siggu tar-roti. B’hekk inkomplu
ntejbu l-accessibbilta ghall-kazin ghal kulhadd
minghajr distinzjoni.

Dan ix-xoghol seta’ jsir grazzi ghal fondi li
I-Ghaqda Muzikali Imperial inghatat mill-iskema

“Irrestawra Darek 2018” amministrata mill-Awtorita
tal-Ippjanar, u grazzi wkoll ghal diversi nies li hadmu
sabiex dan il-progett seta’ jsehh. Nibdew bid-diversi
volontiera li ghenu biex dan ix-xoghol seta’ jsir,
b’mod specjali s-Sur Lawrence Vella tal-ghajnuna
tieghu fix-xoghlijiet fit-tieni sular. Lis-Sur Frankie
Bartolo li hadem u pogga x-xoghol ta’ lavur tat-tliet
bibien tat-tieni sular, is-Sur Lino Calleja li hadem
il-lavur tat-tliet bibien tal-ewwel sular, u s-Sinjuri
Stephen u Mark Galea li poggew ix-xoghol tal-
lavur tal-ewwel sular. Lid-diretturi u l-haddiema tal-
kumpanija JDS Furniture li hadmet il-bibien kollha
taz-zewg sulari. Lis-Sur Stephen Grima li pprepara
d-disinni tal-fac¢ata b’mod digitali, lill-Perit Joseph
Attard tax-xoghol tieghu fuq il-pjanti u I-htigijiet
strutturali necessarji f’dawn ix-xoghlijiet. Fl-ahhar
imma zgur mhux l-inqas, lill-iskultur Emanuel Cini
li kien il-mohh wara d-disinn kollu tal-faccata u
t-tifsila tal-bibien, kif ukoll 1i ghamel supervizjoni
kontinwa tax-xoghlijiet kollha.
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MGARR UNITED BAR & RESTAURANT

Trig il-Maghkuba, Mgarr
[chose 10 Foofball Ground |

T: 21574630  M: 7905 0283

5 rd

IR-RAZZETT
FRUIT SHOP

BEST QUALITY
FRUIT AND
VEGETABLES!!

244, Main Street, Mellieha
2152 1473 / 9944 6545

www.imperialbandcluh.com I



Gheziez Mellehin,

Festa ohra ad unur il-patruna Marija Bambina
regghet maghna. Huwa tassew zmien sabih li fih
il-komunita tal-Mellieha tinghaqad biex ti¢celebra
gimgha ta’ festa tant mistennija.

F’dawn il-jiem ta’ ¢elebrazzjoni ghandna nkunu
grati lejn in-numru ta’ voluntiera li b’dedikazzjoni
jahdmu matul is-sena kollha fi Zmien fejn il-
volontarjat fil-festi kulturali u religjuzi jibga’ ta’
relevanza kbira.

L-Ghaqda Muzikali Imperial Mellicha minn
dejjem kienet fost il-protagonisti ewlenin biex il-
festa f’din il-lokalita tkun wahda li taghti pjacir
kemm lir-residenti kif ukoll lil dawk li jzuru
I-Mellieha fil-gimgha tal-festa.

Il-festa ta’ Marija Bambina hija opportunita

2023

mill-Ministru ghat-Turizmu

L-Onor. Clayton Bartolo

biex tkun vetrina kulturali
u religjuza li fiha nuru
t-tradizzjonijiet taghna
bhala Maltin u Ghawdxin.

Irrid nirringrazzja lill-
President, il-kumitat u
I-membri kollha tal-Ghaqda
Muzikali Imperial Mellieha tal-hidma li ghamiltu
fl-ahhar xhur bi preparazzjoni ghall-festa ta’ din is-
sena.

Finalment, inheggigkom biex tkomplu bil-
hidma taghkom sabiex il-festa fil-lokalita taghna
tkompli tikber kif verament jixraq lil ommna Marija
Bambina.

[l-festa t-tajba!

kull xoghol
ta’ kisi, zebgha
u tikhil fuq il-fil.

200, Triq Vincenzo Ciappara,
[I-Mellieha - Malta

Mob: 9949 5126

ta’ titta
confectionery

152, Triq il-Mithna I-Gdida
Mellieha

Mob: 79366078




Hbieb, ghal sena ohra, bi pjacir qieghed ninghata
din l-opportunita biex inwassal il-messagg tieghi
fl-okkazjoni tal-festa ta’ Marija Bambina. Irrid
minnufih infahhar is-sens ta’ dedikazzjoni u impenn
tal-Ghaqda Muzikali Imperial, mhux biss matul iz-
zmien li jwassal ghall-festa tant mistennija, imma
matul is-sena kollha. Nghid dan partikolarment fi
zmien meta kulhadd jista’ jara u japprezza l-hidma
li saret u ghadha ghaddejja fil-kazin. Din hija hidma
li mhux biss se titgawda mill-membri tal-ghaqda
imma mill-komunita kollha.

Il-festi bla dubju huma parti essenzjali immens
mill-kultura u mill-identita lokali u jghaqqdu hafna
nies gejjin minn aspetti differenti tal-hajja. Fil-festi
l-aspett religjuz jinghaqad b’mod intrinsiku ma’ dak
tradizzjonali u popolari. Dawn il-festi huma frott
tax-xoghol, is-sagrific¢ji u l-impenn tal-membri
involuti u anki bis-sahha tal-qraba taghhom li sena
wara l-ohra jaghtu l-appogg mehtieg lil dawn il-
membri tant dedikati.

2023

mill-Ministru ghall-Gustizzia

L-Onorevoli Dr Jonathan Attard

L-Ghaqda Muzikali
Imperial dejjem hadmet
sabiex flimkien mal-
ghaqdiet l-ohra  kollha
Mellihin, mal-Arc¢ipriet u
mal-Kunsill Lokali, il-festa
tal-Melliecha tkun wahda
mill-isbah festi f"Malta u Ghawdex.

Personalment, inhares ’il quddiem biex kif
ghamilt kull sena minn mindu gejt noqghod f’din
il-lokalita, ingawdi mal-familja u 1-hbieb tieghi din
il-festa tant ghaziza.

Niehu din l-okkazjoni biex nirringrazzja lill-
President is-Sur Josef Borg, lill-membri kollha tal-
Ghaqda Muzikali Imperial tal-hidma bla waqfien
taghhom u lil qrabathom tas-sapport kontinwu.

F’ismi u f’isem il-familja tieghi nawgura minn
qalbi 1-festa t-tajba lill-Mellihin kollha.

Inharsu l-ambjent

naturali ta’ pajjizna

The Veggie Truck

Mobile Fruit And Veg Specializing in the
very best local and imported produce

David Vella (Owner)
9962 9372 /9965 7483

Delivery Service Available
jovellal@gmail.com




Moving from Shropshire in the UK to Malta early
last year was a huge change. The Imperial Band Club
soon became an integral part of my life and I extend
my gratitude to the Club for the warm welcome
and for the friendships that have been formed. As
someone who isn’t musical, I have been particularly
drawn to the uniqueness of banding in Malta and
to the social history aspects of the Imperial Band.
It has been a real privilege to look through decades
of old photographs in the archive detailing past
events and social activities. Photographs of faces
that smile at us from the past and our unique - often
poignant - position of knowing what the future will
be at a time when those photographed did not. It is
the photographs of these past events which link in
with some of the work that I have done previously
in the UK and one black and white photograph, in
particular, of children at a Christmas party many
years ago, wearing handmade paper hats, was
especially affecting.

With a local government background in Adult
Education and Community Development, I have
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Going Green -
Crafting Workshops
at the Imperial

for a long time, been interested in the wider social,
environmental and economic benefits of creating
moresustainably by reusing and repurposingrecycled
and found resources. Mellieha is surrounded by a
beautifully rich and diverse natural environment,
and we are all increasingly aware that we each
have a responsibility to lessen the impact that we
have upon the natural world. Nothing that we throw
away or recycle disappears completely. Things just
‘go’ somewhere else so perhaps by thinking more
creatively about how we can repurpose and reuse,
we can all contribute in part to a more sustainable
environment. Many of us will remember our parents
and grandparents mending things, passing down
clothes, buying food that wasn’t packaged in plastic
and never throwing things away. The concept of
being thrifty and recycling isn’t a new one and it
has been a real pleasure to be able to share these
interests and ideas with others at the club through
our craft workshops which started at the end of last
year.

Our sessions focus upon ‘Wellbeing’ and the
positive aspects of coming

\ = |

together in a safe and
relaxing environment  to
learn and to share ideas in
ways that do not harm the
environment. The ‘Five Ways
to Wellbeing’” (Connect with
others, Get Active, Take
Notice, Learn and Give) and
the rationale behind these
‘ways’ was, from the outset,
an intrinsic part of the session
planning. Workshops began
in November with a series
of Christmas Craft sessions.
The idea was to reuse and
repurpose everyday items that
we would ordinarily throw
away. We met on Saturday
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mornings, and alongside cups of tea and biscuits,
we used pre-loved fabrics, old curtain rings, pine
cones, scraps of wood (very kindly donated by a
member of the band) and recycled paper to make
door wreaths, little wooden houses, gift tags, cards
and decorations.

The Christmas sessions were followed in the

O

S

spring with four more workshops themed around
paper, fabric and metal. We decorated tin cans,
embossed used kunserva tubes and used can ring-
pulls as picture hangers. Pre-loved fabric was used
to weave on to cardboard box looms and we explored
making yarn out of old tee-shirts. Recycled paper
became paper roses on wooden stems and one of

.l -
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our group showed us how to fold old paper sheets to
make beautiful inserts for cards.

Our final workshop before the summer focussed
on fabric. It is estimated that 92 million tonnes of
textile waste goes into landfill globally each year
(Source: earth.org). All of the textiles that we use
during our sessions are pre-loved and sourced from
old clothing, curtains, bedlinen, etc. (some very
kindly donated by another member of the band).
Torn and threadbare sheets were cut up and dyed
using natural plant dyes (onion skins, rose petals,
avocado stones and seeds) and we used simple slow
stitching techniques to create fabric collages and
‘stories’. An old pair of jeans, some vintage buttons
and thrifted beads became colourful denim brooches
and little circles of cotton were stitched together to
make fabric flowers on lolly pop stems.

Going forward, we have sessions planned for the
Autumn and for Christmas and we are really keen
to expand upon our environmental commitment by
meeting for a beach clean to gather driftwood and
found resources that we can then repurpose during
our future sessions. Plans are also underway for a
piece of community art as well as ‘open’ sessions
where people can bring along a craft that they are
working on at home, and a wider intergenerational
project which will look at the sharing of traditional
craft skills and thrift ideas with members of the
wider community (including ways to mend and
repair).

Our workshops at the Imperial guarantee a very
warm welcome and we are always open to new
ideas of ways to create in a sustainable way. If you
have a skill that you would like to share with others,
we would love to hear from you so do please get
in touch with us. The benefits to our wellbeing of
coming together and learning new skills is well
documented and if you would like to join us but
you’re not too sure about coming on your own, we
can meet up beforehand. We are also very grateful to
accept donations of things that we can reuse in our
sessions (for example, old fabrics, buttons, scraps
of wood, greetings cards). Together, we really can
make a difference.

Dates for the Diary:

* Saturday 30 September — Beach Clean (meet
at 9am at Marfa, beach entrance opposite the
Riviera Hotel)

e Saturday 7 October (10am - 12noon) —
Autumn Crafts

e Saturday 14 October (10am — 12noon) —
Autumn Crafts

e Saturday 25 November (10am — 12noon) —
Christmas Twig Trees and Paper Decorations

e Saturday 2 December (10am — 12noon) —
Collage Christmas Cards and Gift Tags

e Saturday 9 December (10am — 12noon)
— Scrap Fabric Baubles and Clothing Peg
Angels




It-taghlim tal-muzika hu pilastru 1i fuqu hi
mibnija 1-Ghaqda Muzikali Imperial. Sa minn meta
rat it-twaqgqif taghha, dan it-taghlim tista’ tghid ma
qata’qatt u n-numru ta’ studenti li hadu l-edukazzjoni
muzikali taghhom mill-ghaqda taghna mhux facli
li tghoddu. Sabiex dan it-taghlim jibga’ relevanti,
hemm bzonn li jibqa’ jaggorna ruhu maz-zminijiet
ghax dak li kien jghodd snin ilu mhux bilfors li
ghadu jghodd illum. Ir-realtajiet jinbidlu u I-avvanz
fl-ogsma edukattivi u muzikali jridu jkunu riflessi
fit-taghlim li jinghata jekk irridu li dan verament
ikun tal-ahjar livell.

[l-htiega li t-taghlim muzikali fi hdan 1-Ghaqda
Muzikali Imperial jinghata spinta 'l quddiem u ssir
riforma shiha f’dan il-qasam kienet ilha tinhass, tant
li din kienet wahda mill-prijoritajiet tal-Kumitat
Direttiv ghas-sena 2022. Wara diversi laqghat ta’
konsultazzjoni bejn il-partijiet konc¢ernati kollha,
fosthom is-Surmast Direttur u I-ghalliema tal-
muzika, il-Kumitat Direttiv ha d-decizjoni li jkun
hemm bidla fl-ghalliema tal-muzika u fil-mod ta’
kif isir it-taghlim. F’Novembru u Di¢embru 2022
gew mahtura zewg ghalliema zghazagh godda.
Dawn huma s-Sur Manuel Cassar li beda jghallem
l-istrumenti tal-injam u s-Sur Mark Vella li beda
jghallem I-istrumenti tar-ram. Inbidlet ukoll is-
sistema tat-taghlim li konna ged inhaddnu sabiex
illum it-taghlim tat-teorija u l-prattika tal-istrument
jimxu iktar id f’id. Ir-ricerka turi li l-istudenti
jitghallmu ahjar meta jpoggu fil-prattika dak li qed
jitghallmu, u ghalhekk hassejna li spi¢¢a z-zmien li
student jaghmel numru ta’ snin jitghallem it-teorija
minghajr ma jmiss strument b’idejh. Dan ma jfissirx
li t-taghlim tat-teorija u dak li nsejhulu solvegg
m’ghadux importanti, izda meta dan isir mal-
prattika tal-istrument jiehu dimensjoni ohra li tolqot
iktar lill-istudenti u ghalhekk hija aktar effettiva.

Din il-bidla tidher li bdiet thalli I-frott
mixtieq ghax in-numru ta’ studenti attwali zdied
sostanzjalment. Dan huwa biss il-bidu ta’ process
shih 1i nittamaw 1li nkomplu nattwaw fix-xhur u
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s-snin li gejjin sabiex 1-Ghaqda Muzikali Imperial
tkun minn ta’ quddiem nett fit-taghlim muzikali fil-
Mellieha. Qeghdin nahdmu sabiex 1-ghaqda taghna
tkun minn ta’ quddiem sabiex tissicheb fil-progett li
se tkun ged tniedi 1-Ghaqda Nazzjonali Kazini tal-
Banda li b’kollaborazzjoni mal-MCAST fix-xhur li
gejjin. Dan jinvolvi kurrikulu komuni msejjes fuq
il-livelli tal-Malta Qualifications Framework sabiex
it-taghlim 1i jsir fl-iskejjel tal-muzika fil-kazini ta’
Malta u Ghawdex jibda jinghata rikonoxximent
formali mill-awtoritajiet edukattivi, u mhux
rikonoxximent informali kif qed isir s’issa.
[I-Kumitat Direttiv jirringrazzja lill-ghalliema
precedenti, is-Sur Geoff Thomas, is-Sur Philip
Schembri u s-Surmast Anthony Borg tal-impenn u
d-dedikazzjoni taghhom ghal hafna snin fit-taghlim
tal-muzika fi hdan 1-Ghaqda Muzikali Imperial.

Is-Sur Manuel Cassar

Manuel  Cassar
ghandu 24 sena
u huwa minn

Ghajnsielem
Ghawdex. Minn
eta zghira dejjem
kien jiehu gost bil-
baned. Ta’ 8 snin
ohtu hajritu biex
jibda jmur jitghallem
strument mal-kazin
tal-banda  tar-rahal,
il-Banda San Guzepp
ta’ Ghajnsielem.
F’dak il-kazin sab
I-ewwel ghalliema
tieghu, Anthony
u Joe Galea, Ili
introduc¢ewh ghat-teorija u l-istrument li llum il-
gurnata qed jispecjalizza fih, il-klarinett. Hareg
idoqq ghall-ewwel darba mal-imsemmija banda
f1-24 ta’ Dicembru tal-2010 f’purcissjoni qasira li
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saret ghall-festa tal-Milied.

Meta kellu 12-il-sena ddecieda li jkompli
jistudja l-muzika b’aktar serjeta u ghalhekk ghazel
il-muzika bhala suggett ewlieni fl-iskola sekondarja
u eventwalment gab 1-‘O’ level fil-muzika. Ta’ 16-
il sena, meta beda jmur l-iskola postsekondarja Sir
M.A. Refalo, Manuel ghazel li jkompli javvanza
fil-muzika u b’hekk ha s-suggett tant ghal qalbu
fil-livell Avvanzat, fejn kompla l-istudju tat-teorija,
analizi u l-istorja ma’ Mro Joseph Grech. Meta beda
jattendi 1-Universita ta’ Malta, hu kompla l-istudju
tieghu f’dan l-istess suggett permezz tal-kors li toffri
I-Universita ta’ Malta ta’ B.A. (Hons.) fil-muzika.
Matul dawn it-tliet snin iffoka fuq il-muzika tal-
films u sahansitra ghamel it-tezi tieghu wkoll
fuq dan is-suggett fejn ikkompona diversi siltiet
muzikali ghall-films. Wiehed minn dawn il-films
kien animazzjoni gasira fejn hadem ma’ animatur
biex b’hekk ivvintaw u ghaqdu storja animata qasira
flimkien u fl-ahhar imbaghad ikkompona l-muzika
ghaliha. F’dan iz-zmien ukoll kellu l-opportunita li
jahdem ma’ industrija lokali tal-films ‘Stargate’ fejn
ix-xoghol ewlieni tieghu kien ta’ sound designer.
B’rizultat ta’ dan kollu, il-hidma tat il-frott hekk kif
bl-istudju u r-rizultati tajbin gab il-bacellerat tieghu
fil-muzika mill-Universita ta’ Malta.

Id-daqq tal-istrument fi Zmien tal-Universita ma
abbandunahx, anzi huwa propju f’dak il-perjodu
li ddecieda li jibda jitghallem il-klarinett b’aktar
dettall. Kien jistudja ma’ Godfrey Mifsud u aktar
tard ma’ Michael Bonanno.

Prezentament Manuel jghallem Il-istrumenti
tal-qasba f’diversi baned kemm Malta kif ukoll
Ghawdex.

Is-Sur Mark Vella

Mark Vella (Dip.
LCM) beda l-istudji
muzikali tieghu taht
id-direzzjoni ta’
Lawrence Bonnici fl-
eta ta’ 9 snin u daqq
ghall-ewwel darba
mal-Banda Konti
Ruggieru tar-Rabat,
Malta, f{’Dicembru
tal-2009. L-ewwel
strument  muzikali
tieghu kien I-isnare
drum, 1mma wara
xi ftit taz-zmien
Bonnici ssuggerixxa
li jibda l-istudju
tal-ewfonju  wkoll.
FI-2015 beda l-istudju fuq it-trumbun. Kompla
I-istudju muzikali tieghu ma’ diversi ghalliema, fost
I-ohrajn Joseph Vella, Roderick Bugeja, Tancred
Grech, Luke Vella u Kristian Schembri. Fis-sena
2023 Mark kiseb l-ewwel diploma mil-London
College of Music fil-prattika tal-ewfonju.

Mark ha sehem f’diversi masterclasses muzikali

Thorton, Daniel Thomas, Mauro Martins, Mario
Barsotti, Diego Di Mario, Archangelo Fiorello u
Luciano De Luca. Huwa ged ikompli l-istudju fuq
I-ewfonju taht id-direzzjoni ta’ Mro Luciano De
Luca fi hdan I-Accademia Italiana di Euphonium ta’
Ruma, I-Italja. Mark ged isegwi wkoll id-Diploma
in Wind Band Studies mal-Universita ta’ Malta.

Prezentament Mark huwa ghalliem tal-istrumenti
tar-ram u perkussjoni f’diversi baned lokali, kif
ukoll assistent surmast mal-Ghaqda Muzikali
Marija Assunta tal-Gudja u mas-Socjeta San Pawl
Banda Konti Ruggieru tar-Rabat.

ALKOVA

SHOES FOR ALL THE FAMILY
SELECTION OF HANDBAGS

Opening Hours
Monday to Saturday 9.30am - 1.30pm & 4.00pm - 8.00pm

Gorg Borg Olivier Street, Mellieha
Tel: 2152 1211 Mob: 7992 3060

l www.imperialbandclub.com
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When you feel like quitting,
think ahout why you started

Steven Fenech who is well
known in Mellieha, has had a
great year with his two partners
Sarah Farrugia and Andrea
Naumann Clement. The Malta
Open Dance Spectacular held

by the Malta Wheelchair
Dance Sport Association
(MWDA) was held at the
Basketball training stadium |
at Ta’ Qali as Pippa had a
premonition that the weather
was going to be bad and if it
rained, the University Sports
Hall would have big problems.
The heavens opened and we
had the worst weather possible
for the two days, which really
taxed the organisers and in
particular Steve as he was also
dancing as well as helping with the organisation.
Steve with Sarah won the Malta Open Dance
Spectacular Freestyle Championship and Steve with
Andrea Naumann from Germany won the Ballroom
Championship. Despite the bad weather, all the
competitors (15 countries), together with friends,
relatives and visitors had a great time with the
highlights of the event being the special opening and
the team match. The theme on
this occasion was integration.
Dancing to Another Brick
in the Wall, wheelchair
dancers including an electric
wheelchair  first  danced
separate from the adjudicators
and the Pippa Gee Dancers
and then together after the
wall in the middle of the
dance floor was removed.
This year for the first time,
special needs dancers also
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took part from three countries.
Steve with Andrea also took
part in the film called The
Dancing Detective which was
all filmed in Malta and is a
Hallmark Production, they had
a few dancing scenes in it they
had a great time whilst filming.

Moving into 2023 Steve
participated with both
partners at the Holland Dans
Spektakel, The Polish Open
Championships  and  the
German Open Championships,
winning all their events. The
couple were also invited to
perform in the final programme
of the programme “Brilliante
Dance”. Steve is now looking
for a new Latin American
partner to carry on performing after his partner
retires later this year.

The Open Dance Spectacular 2024 is now
being planned and anybody who is interested in
sponsoring Steve in the coming year or the event
should contact the Malta Wheelchair Dance Sport
Association (MWDA): maltawda@yahoo.co.uk
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Programm tAttivitajiet
organizzati

mill-Ghaqda Muzikali Imperial
fl-okkazioni tal-Festa ad unur

Marija Bambhina
Patruna tal-Parroééa tal-Mellieha 2023

It-Tlieta, 22 tAwwissu 2023

6.00p.m. Tombla specjali organizzata mill-Kummissjoni Banda u Kor tal-Ghaqda Muzikali Imperial.

ll-Gimgha, 25 vAwwissu 2023

8.00p.m. Barbecue f’Misrah il-Parroc¢a. Ikun hemm kant u divertiment iehor, kif ukoll diversi
mistednin spec¢jali fosthom Joe u Alice Grech.

It-Tnejn, 28 *Awwissu 2023

1.30p.m. Kuncert generali tal-Programm tal-Festa mill-Banda u 1-Kor Imperial fis-Sala tal-Kazin taht
id-direzzjoni tas-Surmast Direttur Mro Anthony Borg.

It-Tlieta, 29 vAwwissu 2023

8.00p.m. Riceviment fil-kazin ghall-membri tal-kumitati, bandisti, u membri tal-kor, flimkien mal-
familjari taghhom.

L-Erhgha, 30 UAwwissu 2023

8.00p.m. Laqgha soc¢jali ghall-emigranti Mellehin li jkunu fostna biex flimkien maghna jiccelebraw
il-festa ta’ Marija Bambina.

Il-Hamis, 31 VAwwissu 2023

6.30p.m. L-Ghaqda Muzikali Imperial tichu sehem fi¢-celebrazzjoni religjuza fil-Knisja Ar¢ipretali
tal-Mellieha fl-okkazjoni ta’ ‘Jum 1-Ghaqdiet Civi¢i’.

1.30p.m. Kuncert generali tal-Programm tal-Festa mill-Banda u 1-Kor Imperial fis-Sala tal-Kazin taht
id-direzzjoni tas-Surmast Direttur Mro Anthony Borg.

Is-Siht, 2 ta’ Settembru 2023

8.00p.m. Programm Vokali u Strumentali mill-Banda u I-Kor Imperial taht id-direzzjoni tas-Surmast
Direttur Mro Anthony Borg f’Misrah il-Parro¢¢a. Wara jsir riceviment fis-sala tal-kazin.

It-Tnejn, 4 ta’ Settembru 2023

8.30p.m. Mar¢ mill-Banda Imperial li jibda minn Triq 1-Gherien, jghaddi minn Triq Snajjin, Triq il-
Kbira, Triq Gorg Borg Olivier, Triq San Luga u Triq il-Parro¢é¢a, u jispi¢ca f’Misrah il-
Parrocca.

It-Tlieta, 5 ta’ Settembru 2023

8.30p.m. Mar¢ mill-Banda L’Isle Adam tar-Rabat, Malta, li jibda minn Triq Qasam Barrani, jghaddi
minn Triq Vincenzo Ciappara, Triq Napuljun Caruana Dingli, Triq it-Thin, Triq il-Mithna
1-Gdida u Triq il-Parro¢éa, u jispi¢éa f’Misrah il-Parroc¢ca.



L-Erhgha, 6 ta’ Settembru 2023

11.00p.m.

ll-Hamis, 7ta’ Settembru 2023

1.15p.m.

II-Gimgha, 8 ta’ Settembru 2023

Is-Sibt, 9 ta’ Settembru 2023

2023

Mar¢ mill-Banda Imperial minn Trig il-Mithna \
1-Qadima, jghaddi minn Triq San Guzepp, » \,
Triq Frangisk Zahra, Triq il-Kbira,
Triqg Sant’Anna u Triq il-Parrocca,
u jispicca f’Misrah il-Parrocca.

Tlughtal-istatwata’ Maltafuqil-pedestall
waqt li 1-Banda Imperial iddoqq
l-Innu  Nazzjonali Malti. Wara =i
jitkompla l-mar¢ sa quddiem il-
knisja.

\ |
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Mar¢ mill-Banda Imperial minn ' .
Trig il-Kbira  kantuniera =
ma’ Triq tas-Salib, Triq
Sant’Anna, Triq il-Parro¢éa u "~
jispicca f’Misrah il-Parrocca.

II-Banda u [-Kor Imperial < 5
jesegwixxu l-Innu lil Marija g
Bambina. I1-Programm
jinghalaq bid-daqq tal-innu-
mar¢ popolari  ‘Tal-Iljun’
flimkien mal-Innu Banda
Imperial.

Mar¢ mill-Banda San Sebastjan _},ﬂ':"'
tas-Socjeta Filarmonika
Pinto ta’ Hal Qormi minn Triq il -
Parro¢ca sa Misrah il-Parroc¢e¢a. Tindaqq
l-Ave Maria mal-hrug tal-istatwa tal- #
Bambina mill-bieb tal-knisja. Wara &
jittella” programm muzikali mill-istess
banda quddiem il-kazin li jilhaq il-qofol tieghu
bid-daqq tal-Innu lil Marija Bambina mal-
wasla tal-istatwa tal-Bambina quddiem il-Kazin
Imperial.

Ghax-xalata tal-ghada tal-festa, se tkun
organizzata mawra bid-dghajsa mill-Ghadira
sal-port  tal-Imgarr, Ghawdex. Minn @&
hemm inzuru r-Rabat u Marsalforn fejn
ikun hemm hin ghall-ikel. Lura l-port tal-
Imgarr, nagbdu d-dghajsa lejn Kemmuna &
fejn ikun hemm hin ghall-ghawm
gabel nergghu nagbdu t-triq
lura lejn 1-Ghadira. Ikun
hemm briju organizzat mis- {
sezzjoni zghazagh.

l www.imperialbandclub/com
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Tuesday, 22" August 2023

6.00p.m. A special bingo night organised by the Band
and Choir Subcommittee of the Imperial
Band Club.

Friday, 25" RAugust 2023

8.00p.m. Barbecue organised by the Imperial Band
Club in the Parish Square. Entertainment
will be provided. Special guests for the
evening — Joe and Alice Grech.

Monday, 28" August 2023
1.30p.m. Rehearsal by the Imperial Band and Choir
in the club’s music hall under the direction
of Mro Anthony Borg, the club’s musical
director.

Tuesday, 29" August 2023
8.00p.m. A reception at the Imperial Band Club
for committee members, band and choir
members and their guests.

Wednesday, 30" August 2023

8.00p.m. Annual Get Together for emigrants at the
Imperial Band Club.

Thursday, 31 August 2023

6.30p.m. The Imperial Band Club will be participating
in a Holy Mass at the Mellieha Parish
Church on the occasion of the day dedicated
to the civic societies of the parish.

1.30p.m. Rehearsal by the Imperial Band and Choir
in the club’s music hall under the direction
of Mro Anthony Borg, the club’s musical
director.

Saturday, 2" September 2023
8.00p.m. Vocal and instrumental concert by the
Imperial Band and Choir in the Parish
Square. A reception will be held afterwards
in the main hall of the Imperial Band Club.

Monday, 4™ Septemher 2023

8.30p.m. Band marches by the Imperial Band from
Mellieha Heights to the Mellicha Parish
Square.

2023

Programme of Activities
organised by the Imperial Band Club

for the feast in honour of

Our Lady of Victories
Patron Saint of Mellieha 2023

Tuesday, 5" September 2023
8.30p.m. Band marches by the L’Isle Adam Band of
Rabat, Malta, from Qasam Barrani Street to
the Mellieha Parish Square.

Wednesday, 6™ September 2023
8.30p.m. Band marches by the Imperial Band from Old
Mill Street to the Mellieha Parish Square.
11.00p.m. The Imperial Band accompanies the ascent
of the statue representing Malta on its
pedestal in the Parish Square.

Thursday, 7" September 2023

1.15p.m. Band Marches by the Imperial Band from
Main Street corner with Cross Street to the
Mellieha Parish Square.

9.30p.m. The Imperial Band and Choir perform the
Hymn in Honour of Our Lady of Victories
on the club’s band stand in the Parish
Square, followed by the band’s most
popular march ‘Tal-Iljun’ and the Imperial
Band Hymn.

Friday, 8" September 2023

6.00p.m. Band marches by the St Sebastian Band of
Qormi from Parish Street to the Mellicha
Parish Square. Afterwards, a musical
concert by the same band will take place on
the club’s band stand. As soon as the statue
of Our Lady arrives in front of the club, the
band and choir will perform the Hymn in
Honour of Our Lady of Victories.

Saturday, 9" September 2023

9.00a.m. To round off the activities organised for the
village feast, the club will be organising a
boat trip from Ghadira to the Imgarr Port in
Gozo. From there we will visit Rabat and
Marsalforn, where we will have free time
for lunch. Returning to Imgarr Port, we will
get the boat to St Mary’s Bay in Comino
where we will have time for swimming
before making our way back to Ghadira.
Festive entertainment will be organised
during the trip by the youth section.
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L-Onorevoli Ministru Clayton Bartolo jipprezenta synthesiser biex L-Onorevoli Ministru Dr Jonathan Attard jipprezenta donazzjoni.
ikun jista’ jintuza mill-Banda u I-Kor Imperial.

L-Onorevoli Membru Parlamentari Dr Michael Farrugia L-Onorevoli Membru Parlamentari Robert Cutajar jipprezenta
jipprezenta donazzjoni. donazzjoni.
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L-Onorevoli Membru Parlamentari Ivan Castillo jipprezenta L-Onorevoli Membru Parlamentari Graziella Galea tipprezenta
donazzjoni. donazzjoni.

Is-Sindku Dario Vella u I-Kunsillier Marvin Abela jipprezentaw Is-Sur Carl Borg, membru tal-Banda Imperial, jipprezenta s-silta
donazzjoni bhala parti mill-ftehim kulturali bejn il-Kunsill Lokali muzikali “Grajjiet il-Bastjun’, kompozizzjoni tieghu stess.
tal-Mellieha u I-ghaqdiet Mellehin.

Is-Sinjura Mariella Barbara tipprezenta donazzjoni f'isem il- Is-Sinjura Maryanne Cuschieri tipprezenta donazzjoni f'isem
familja Barbara u I-familja Borg. il-familji Vella, Caruana u Cuschieri.
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= _=
Is-Sur Sam Vella minn Sydney, I-Awstralja, fisem numru ta’ Is-Sur Sam Vella jaghmel donazzjoni f’'isem il-mibki John Pisani
emigranti mill-Awstralja jaghmel donazzjoni ta’ sett ta’ badges minn Melbourne fl-Awstralja.
li jikkommemoraw id-90 Anniversarju mit-twaqqif tal-Ghaqda
Muzikali Imperial, kif ukoll zewg donazzjonijiet ohra ghall-ispejjez
ta’ restawr tal-Kazin Imperial.

Is-Sinjura Jane Caruana u s-Sur Charles Caruana jaghmlu
prezentazzjoni f'isem il-familja b’tifkira tal-ex bandist tal-Banda
Imperial is-Sur Anthony Caruana, il-Huttu.

My mum is a Super Hero... You too can make a difference
5he saves lives! Donate Blood

4" FREE TRANSPORT AVAILABLE TO & FROM BLOOD DONATION CENTRE BY BOLT
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Anniversarji

Ill-President, is-Sur
Josef Borg, jipprezenta
rigal f'isem I-Ghaqda
Muzikali Imperial
lis-Surmast Direttur
Mro Anthony Borg
fl-okkazjoni tal-25
Anniversarju minn meta
kien mahtur surmast
tal-istess ghaqda.

Is-Segretarju Generali,
Prof. John Baptist
Gauci, jipprezenta

rigal f'isem I-Ghaqda
Muzikali Imperial lill-
President is-Sur Josef
Borg fl-okkazjoni tal-10
Anniversarju minn meta
kien mahtur president
tal-istess ghaqda.
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David Muscat
ghad baqaghlu x’jikteb ghad baqaghlu x’jikteb
ghax dejjem hemm x’tikteb ghax il-volja ma tmut qatt
bhal dik it-tifla 1i gharfet dejjem hemm xi tghid, x tirrakkonta
ghall-ewwel darba it-tinwih mhux mill-qalb — il-qalb newwieha
li z-zebgha ¢cappas l-ghana mhux tal-ghasafar — I-ghasafar ghannejja
u bexklet tpingija il-poezija mhix tal-bniedem — il-bniedem poezija
jew dak il-bniedem nofsu xadina
li ntebah li n-nar isajjar ghad baqaghlu x’jikteb
u gemmed froga ghax ir-ruh bla nifs, infinita
jew Columbus, li xhin ra l-ewwel tasal fejn tasal, ma tasal imkien
Indjana, haseb li habat toghdos kemm toghdos, il-bahar bla qiegh
ma’ xtajta Asjatika u tiskopri x’tiskopri, fadal kemm-il stilla

kien skopra I-Amerka
ghad baqaghlu x’jikteb
x’jisthajjel, xi jgarrab, Xi jterraq
u dejjem jibga’ jibga’ jibga’...

For Quality Metal Works
at Competitive Prices

METAL WORKS

7 Marfa Road, Mellieha
Tel: 2152 0566 ¢ Mob: 7904 6976
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Fuq medda ta’ snin, I-Ghaqda Muzikali Imperial
ghamlet investiment sostanzjali fil-facilitajiet u
I-infrastruttura tat-tieni u t-tielet sular tal-Kazin
Imperial, izda 1-ewwel sular tal-kazin baqa’ tista’
tghid kwazi kif kien minn meta nfetah il-kazin il-
¢did f1-1981. Dan minkejja li d-dahla tal-kazin hi
propjament il-post li tilga’ lil kull min jidhol il-
kazin. Mhux l-ewwel darba li smajna I-kumment,
spe¢jalment minghand min izur il-Kazin Imperial
ghall-ewwel darba, 1i l-entrata tal-kazin ma
tirriflettix il-valur u l-pregju artistiku li nsibu fit-
tieni u t-tielet sular tal-istess kazin. Ghalhekk,
kienet ilha tinhass il-htiega 1i jigi ristrutturat u
rinovat l-ewwel sular tal-kazin sabiex dan ikun iktar
akkoljenti u adattat ghall-kazin taghna. Xtaqna li din
il-kritika gustifikata nindirizzawha b’mod holistiku.
Madanakollu, il-Kumitat Direttiv hu konxju li dan
I-intervent kellu jitqassam fuq diversi fazijiet sabiex
ma nghabbux iktar minn kemm nifilhu fuq il-finanzi
tal-ghaqda.

L-ewwel pass f’din id-direzzjoni kellu jkun
wiehed sostanzjali, jekk ma ridniex li nraqqghu
I-pannu bil-qara’ ahmar u naghmlu xoghol ta’ nofs
kedda. Dan kien jinvolvi li jitnehhew I-arkati li kien
hemm fid-dahla tal-kazin sabiex il-post fejn hemm
il-bar tal-kazin isir miftuh (open plan). Tkellimna
mal-Perit Joseph Attard li ghamel pjanta ta’ kif
kien se jigi I-post u x’kellu bzonn li jsir. L-ewwel
nett, kien hemm il-htiega i jsir xoghol ta’ rinforz li
jibda mill-pedament tal-kazin. Minn stimi li gbarna,
dan l-intervent kien se jigi jiswa ghexieren ta’ eluf
ta’ ewro, spiza sostanzjali sew. Kien ghalhekk illi
meta I-Onorevoli Ministru Clayton Bartolo habbar
li kien se jghaddi fondi sostanzjali lit-tliet ghaqdiet
muzikali Mellehin permezz tal-Awtorita Maltija
tat-Turizmu, rajna xaqq ta’ dawl biex nibdew
nattwaw dan il-progett. Wara li avvic¢inajna lid-
diretturi ta’ Carmel Vella Ltd u Central Asphalt Ltd,
dawn gentilment offrewlna b’xejn it-travi li konna
nehtiegu u b’hekk naqqsulna sew l-ispiza taghna.
Malli rajna dan kollu ddecidejna li kien iz-Zmien

I www.imperialbandclubh.com
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Koghol ta’ ristrutturar u
rinovazzjoni fl-ewwel sular

opportun biex nidhlu ghal din il-progett ambizzjuz.

Xoghol ta’ din in-natura mhux kulhadd lest li
jidhol ghalih ghax jinvolvi sengha kbira u hafna
ghaqal. Wara diversi tentattivi, irnexxielna nsibu
kuntratturi li kienu lesti li jaghmlu dan ix-xoghol.
Hekk kif ghaddiet il-festa tal-Vitorja tal-2022,
ergajna morna lura ghandhom biex niddiskutu
I-intervent f’iktar dettall, izda dawn urew li kienu
biddlu hsibijiethom u ma xtaqux jidhlu ghal dan
il-progett. Dan kien ifisser li ridna nergghu nibdew
mill-gdid. 1z-zmien kien ged jaghfas ghax xtagna
li x-xoghol isir fl-istess zmien li kien ghaddej ix-
xoghol ta’ pavimentar fil-pjazza tal-parrocca biex
noholqu I-inqas inkonvenjent possibbli. B’diversi
kuntatti u b’xorti tajba, sibna kuntrattur li kien lest
li jidhol ghal dan il-progett bi prezz ragonevoli u fi
Zmien qasir.

Kien nhar 1-Erbgha 22 ta’ Frar 2023 li mexxejna
I-bar tal-kazin fit-tieni sular b’access minn Triq it-
Tramuntana biex tajna bidu ghax-xoghol fl-ewwel
sular. L-ewwel fazi kien li ntellghu I-kolonni
necessarji biex fughom inserrhu s-sitt travi li
kellhom jiehdu t-toqol kollu tat-tieni u t-tielet sular.
Bil-hsieb li fil-futur jithaffer ukoll taht il-kazin,
ghamilna erba’ hofriet li baqghu nezlin iktar ’l isfel
mil-livell tal-art tal-pjazza u tellajna erba’ kolonni
tal-konkos rinfurzati bil-hadid. Dan ix-xoghol ta’
thaffir sar permezz ta’ makkinarju apposta biex ma
jsirux hsarat zejda.

It-tieni fazi kienet tinvolvi li jiddahhlu s-sitt travi
enormi fil-kazin. Ma kinitx bic¢a xoghol facli ghax
it-toqol ta’ kull wiehed ma kienx ftit u Il-ispazju
fejn timmanuvra kien limitat. Dawn kellhom
jitpoggew fil-post minn fejn imbaghad kellhom
jittellghu. Din kienet bic¢a xoghol konsiderevoli
ohra ghax il-makkinarju li seta’ jintuza minhabba
r-restrizzjonijiet tal-binja ma kienx mill-iktar
efficjenti. Wara 1i ttellghu l-ewwel sett ta’ travi,
riedu jitnehhew il-hitan li fughom il-bini tas-sulari
ta’ fuq kien ged jistriech. M’hemmx xi nghidu, li
tnehhi s-saqajn ta’ binja bhal dik mhix cajta, imma
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It-thaffir bi preparazzjoni ghall-erba’ kolonni. 1I-bricks ghall-bini tal-kolonni.

1I-bini ta’ wahda mill-kolonni ta’ wara I-bieb principali. Xi whud mit-travi qabel ma ttellghu posthom.

m _ www.imperialbandclub/com l
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s-sengha u l-hila tal-kuntrattur ghamlu li dan seta’
jsehh bl-inqas hsarat possibbli.

Ghad li x-xoghol l-iktar difficli kien lest, it-tielet
fazi kienet wahda necessarja u li hadet pjuttost fit-tul.
Dan minhabba li ridna nghaddu hafna mis-sistema
tad-dawl mill-gdid u ried isir xoghol preparatorju
ghas-servizzi tal-internet u t-televizjoni. Irrangajna
wkoll ix-xaft u kamra biswit il-lift li ma kinitx qed
tintuza, inbidlet f’tojlit. Dan ix-xoghol sar kollu
volontarjament minn membri tal-kazin taht id-
direzzjoni tad-Direttur Clayton Vella. Wara kien
jongos ix-xoghol ta’ kisi u tibjid, xoghol ta’ tqeghid
ta’ madum, u l-istallazzjoni tal-fannijiet u 1-fanali.

Nhar is-Sibt 8 ta’ Lulju, grupp sabih ta’ voluntiera
nghaqdu flimkien sabiex taw tindifa tajba lill-kazin




2023

kollu bi preparazzjoni ghall-Gimgha 14 ta’ Lulju
meta l-bar tal-kazin rega’ beda jopera mill-ewwel
sular tal-kazin.

[1-Kazin Imperial hu tista’ tghid 1-uniku kazin li
s’issa zamm ir-rwol tradizzjonali tieghu bhala post
li membri u mhux jistghu jiltaqghu regolarment biex
jissocjalizzaw u jghidu kelma bejniethom, wara li
I-kazini l-ohra tista’ tghid li biddlu l-ewwel sular
taghhom f’restorant. Permezz ta’ dan il-progett li
ged inwettqu nixtiequ li nibqghu noffru lill-Maltin
u lit-turisti kollha li jzuruna esperjenza differenti
fejn ihossuhom komdi u milqugha f’ambjent li
jaghti toghma tal-wirt kulturali u artistiku i ghandu
x’joffri pajjizna. B hekk inkomplu nghaqqdu r-rwol
taghna bhala wahda mill-ghaqdiet princ¢ipali fil-
Mellieha li jippromwovu l-identita kulturali.

Dan ix-xoghol li sar hu I-ewwel pass li ghandna
fil-pjan holistiku biex nirrenovaw is-sular t’isfel tal-
kazin. Wara dan ix-xoghol strutturali, issa jehtieg li
naghmlu l-ambjent iktar akkoljenti. Il-pass li jmiss
hu 1i jsir is-suffett fl-entratata fejn hemm il-bar,
flimkien ma’ sistema gdida ta’ dawl u ventilazzjoni.

Pjanijiet ulterjuri hemm ukoll, imma kollox fi
Zmienu u f’waqtu, pass meqjus imma determinat.
[I-Kumitat Direttiv jixtieq jirringrazzja lil dawk
kollha li ghamlu dan il-progett possibbli. II-Ministru
tat-Turizmu, 1-Onorevoli Clayton Bartolo, li kien
fundamentali biex inghatajna 1-fondi li koprew il-
bi¢c¢a I-kbira tal-ispiza involuta. Id-Diretturi ta’
Carmel Vella Ltd u Central Asphalt Ltd li tawna
b’donazzjoni s-sitt travi li kellna bzonn ghal dan
il-progett u li minghajr 1-ghajnuna taghhom zgur li
ma konniex se naslu biex inwettqu dan l-intervent.
Il-Perit Joseph Attard 1li taht id-direzzjoni u
s-supervizjoni professjonali u kontinwa tieghu sar
dan il-progett. Il-kuntratturi Carmel u Malcolm
Cilia 1i ghamlu x-xoghol kollu ta’ twaqqiegh u
tqeghid tat-travi. Is-Sur Darren Vella tax-xoghol
ta’ kisi u tibjid. Il-volontiera kollha membri tal-
Ghaqda Muzikali Imperial li xammru I-kmiem u
taw daqqa t’id kull fejn kien hemm bzonn waqt il-
fazijiet kollha ta’ dan il-progett, u li kieku ma kinitx
I-ghajnuna volontarja taghhom, dan il-progett ma
kienx ikun vijabbli u possibbli. Grazzi mill-qalb!

Evergreen

Discount Mini Markef

Trig Napuljun Caruana Dingli
Tel: 2152 2738
Mob: 9985 9100

Free Delivery

Hinijiet tal-Ftuh:
Kuljum mis-6.00am sas-6.00pm
ma naghlqu xejn.

Fis-sajf mis-6.00am sas-1.00pm
u mit-3.30pm sas-6.00pm.
L-Erbgha mis-6.00am sas-1.00pm
u s-Sibt mis-6.00am sas-2.00pm.

Hanut fejn il-mara tad-dar issib kollox
bl-irhas prezzijiet

Triq il-Madonna Tal-Ghar,
Il-Mellieha MLH 1174 - Malta

Tel: 2152 3432
Mob: 9945 1519
99451514

Jixtieq lill-klijenti u ’1-Mellehin
kollha 1-Festa t-Tajba
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Rjali ta’ Brussell, ma tonqosx il-kurzita li
jiskopri u jifhem 1-gheruq tat-tradizzjoni
muzikali li jinsab fiha. Meta wiehed jara
dawn l-izviluppi muzikali li sehhew fir-
regjuni tal-Fjandri u 1-Wallonja, jithem li dawn
kienu parti essenzjali mill-istorja muzikali Ewropea
u mill-formazzjoni tal-muzika kif nafuha llum'.
Wiehed jista’ jiskennja I-QR code (jew jaccessa din
il-holqa tinyurl.com/mkbibc2023) u jsegwi n-numri
fil-parentesi kwadri biex jisma’ xi siltiet bhala
ezempju tal-muzika tal-kompozituri msemmija.
Din il-kitba hija biss kummentarju dwar il-kuntest
tal-muzika li tinstab fil-holga, u b’hekk, is-smigh
tas-siltiet huwa 1-qofol ta’ dan il-vjagg muzikali tul
l-istorja.

Guillaume Du Fay (ca 1397-1474)[#1 Nuper
rosarum flores: miktuba ghall-konsagrazzjoni
tal-koppla ikonika tal-Katidral ta’ Firenze fi-
1436] kien figura centrali ta’ zmienu. Imwieled
f’Beersel, qrib Brussell, Du Fay serva fl-izjed
il-Baxxi. Hafna mill-muzika tieghu tikkonsisti minn
tliet vucijiet, bil-melodija fil-cantus, appoggjat mit-
tenor u contratenor [#2 Se la face ay pale: ezempju
tat-tliet partijiet]. Huwa kien proponent tal-
Jauxbourdon, teknika tal-kompozizzjoni li taghmel
uzu mit-tielet u s-sitt intervall, adattata mill-iskola
muzikali Ingliza [#3 Ave Maris Stella: ezempju ta’
Jauxbourdon]. Innota kif gieli f’dawn iz-Zminijiet
I-istrumenti kienu jirdoppjaw il-partijiet kantati].
Ix-xoghlijiet ta’ dan il-kompozitur gew ippreservati
f’madwar mitt manuskritt ikkupjat bejn 1-1420 u
I-bidu tas-seklu sittax, imxerrda ma’ Spanja, il-
Polonja, I-Italja u I-Iskozja — xhieda ¢ara li I-muzika
sagra u l-kanzunetti sekulari ta’ Du Fay kienu
maghrufa u kantati fl-Ewropa kollha.

Kompozitur Franko-Fjamming maghruf tal-
generazzjoni ta’ wara Du Fay kien Jean de
Ockeghem (ca 1420-1497)[#4 Kyrie minn Missa

I www.imperialbandclubh.com

2023

@ prolationum]. Maghruf ghall-vu¢i tieghu,
‘1

l-ewwel impjieg ta’ Ockeghem kien bhala
kantant fil-katidral ta’ Antwerp. Wara
huwa serva bhala kompozitur ghal diversi
rejiet Franc¢izi ghal madwar hamsin
sena, u kien stmat partikularment ghall-
quddisiet li kien jikteb. Ix-xoghlijiet ta’ Ockeghem
u l-kontemporanju tieghu Busnoys juru bic¢-car it-
tranzizzjoni bejn l-istil antik tal-kontrapunt?® (fejn il-
partijiet tal-cantus u tenor kienu l-izjed importanti)
ghal dak gdid, ikkaratterizzat mill-ugwaljanza bejn
il-partijiet kollha.

I-fama u l-influwenza
ta’ Josquin des Prez
(ca. 1450-1521). 1I-
muzika ta’ Josquin
kienet stampata jew
ikkupjata f’manuskritti
fuq skala gdida ghal
zmienu. Hu  serva

Franza u l-Italja. Wahda mill-izjed siltiet popolari
ta’ Josquin hija Mille regretz [#5]. F’certi punti
f’din il-kompozizzjoni, l-erba’ vucijiet jimxu bl-
istess ritmu (omofonija), filwaqt li f’ohrajn jimitaw
lil xulxin u jghaddu l-melodija bejniethom. Josquin
kien maghruf ma’ dawk ta’ zmienu stess ghall-
espressjoni u l-emozzjoni fil-muzika tieghu u
ghall-hila tieghu biex iqabbel sewwa dawn il-hsus
mal-kitba li jkun qgieghed jikteb il-muzika ghaliha.
Ghalkemm din l-espressivita hija karatteristika tal-
muzika li llum il-gurnata nikkunsidraw komuni,
dan ma kienx dejjem il-kaz fiz-zminijiet ta’ qabel
Josquin [#6 Faulte d’argent].

Fost l-izjed kompozituri maghrufa u influwenti,
wiehed isib lil Orlande de Lassus (ca 1532-
1594)[#7 Cum essem parvalus]. Flimkien mal-
kontemporanji tieghu, it-Taljan Giovanni Pierluigi
da Palestrina u I-Ispanjol Tomads Luis de Victoria, de
Lassus kien fil-qofol tal-izvilupp tal-istil polifoniku?
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Mix-xellug ghal-lemin: César Franck, Henri Vieuxtemps u Eugéne Ysaye

tar-Rinaxximent. Huwa kiteb ’il fuq minn 2,000
bic¢c¢a xoghol ghall-vuci f hames lingwi differenti.
F’dan il-punt fl-istorja, l-artijiet li ffurmaw il-
Belgju modern kienu taht il-hakma tad-Duka ta’
Bourgogne, u wara nhakmu wkoll minn diversi
hakkiema ohra minn Franza, Spanja u I-Awstrija.
Din is-sitwazzjoni nbidlet bil-formazzjoni tal-istat
tal-Belgju bhala monarkija kostituzzjonali fl-1830.
César Franck (1822-1890), imwieled u mghallem
f’Liege (dak iz-zmien parti mir-Renju Unit tan-
Netherlands), ghalhekk jista’ jigi kkunsidrat bhala
wiehed mill-ewwel kompozituri tal-Belgju modern.
Wara li studja fil-Konservatorju ta’ Parigi, hu kien il-
figura fuq quddiem nett tal-moviment biex il-muzika
Franciza tilhaq il-livell tekniku u emozzjonali u
l-fama li kienet tgawdi I-muzika Germaniza. Dan
grazzi ghac-¢irku ta’ muziCisti li Franck dawwar
madwaru fi Zmienu bhala professur tal-orgni fl-
istess konservatorju. [#8 Psaume 150 ghal kor,
orkestra u orgni]. Kontemporanju ta’ Franck kien
il-vjolinist u kompozitur Henri Vieuxtemps
(1820-1881). Vieuxtemps influwenza bil-kbir it-
teknika tad-daqq tal-vjolin. Daqq f hafna partijiet
tal-Ewropa u I-Amerka u ghallem fil-konservatorji
ta’ San Pietruburgu u Brussell. Huwa kiteb ghadd
ta’ kompozizzjonijiet — l-izjed ghall-istrumenti tal-
korda, perd maghruf l-izjed ghas-seba’ kuncerti
tal-vjolin [#9 IIl. Scherzo mir-Raba’ Kuncert
tal-Vjolin]. Bhall-ghalliem tieghu, Vieuxtemps,
Eugene Ysaye (1858-1931) kien kemm vjolinist u
kompozitur, pero kien rinomat ukoll ghad-direzzjoni
tieghu tal-orkestra. Hu kien fundatur tal-Kwartett
Ysaye — l-istess grupp li, fost ohrajn, daqq ghall-
ewwel darba I-uniku kwartett ghall-korda ta’ Claude
Debussy. Bhala kompozitur huwa l-izjed maghruf
ghas-sitt sonati tal-vjolin minghajr akkumpanjament.

I www.imperialbandclubh.com

Hentri Pousseur
Wiehed jista’ jara l-profi¢jenza ta’ Ysaye fid-daqq
tal-vjolin riflessa fil-kompozizzjonijiet tieghu [#10
It-Tielet Sonata tal-Vjolin].

Fis-snin wara t-Tieni Gwerra Dinjija, id-dinja
tal-muzika klassika dahlet f’fazi sperimentali.
Kien skartat dak kollu 1li gie qabel, fosthom
it-tonalita u I-forom tradizzjonali muzikali.
Din l-esperimentazzjoni saret fil-parti l-kbira
taghha f’Darmstadt, il-Germanja, fejn numru ta’
kompozituri komplew jizviluppaw teknic¢i bhas-
Serjalizmu* u I-uzu tal-elettronika fil-muzika. Henri
Pousseur (1929-2009) kien wiehed minn dawn il-
kompozituri. Hu esperimenta b’kuncetti aljetorici,

Philippe Boesmans
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jigifieri b’bicc¢iet muzikali fejn certi decizjonijiet
muzikali jithallew f’idejn l-interpretu [#11 Scambi:
Silta aljetorika elettronika fejn I-ordni tat-12-il
saff tithalla f’idejn dak li jkun gieghed jesegwixxi
s-silta. B’hekk is-silta dejjem tinstema’ differenti].
Apparti 1-kitbiet muzikali tieghu, Pousseur halla
warajh ukoll numru t’artikli u kotba dwar il-muzika,
u serva wkoll bhala direttur rivoluzzjonarju tal-
Konservatorju Rjali ta’ Liege. Philippe Boesmans
(1936-2022) ukoll kien parti mill-iskola serjalista
ta’ Darmstadt, pero wara ftit il-muzika tieghu
evolviet f’direzzjoni izjed melodika, karatterizzata
minn sezzjonijiet ¢ari u distinti, u ¢elloli ta’ ritmi li
jirrepetu ruhhom. Huwa kien orkestratur fin u kien
jesperimenta bit-timbri varji li joffru l-istrumenti
orkestrali [#12 1. Derniére Réve (L-Ahhar Holma)
mix-xoghol ghall-pjanu u l-orkestra Fin de nuit
(Tmiem il-lejl)]. Huwa maghruf l-izjed ghall-opri
li kiteb waqt li kien il-kompozitur residenti ta’ La
Monnaie, it-teatru nazzjonali tal-opra fi Brussell.

L-avvanzi u x-xoghol tal-kompozituri msemmija
hawn fuq, flimkien ma’ sistema edukattiva b’sisien
sodi, wasslu ghall-generazzjoni prezenti ta’
kompozituri Belgjani bhal Wim Mertens (1953-),
Luc Brewaeys (1959-2015), Kris Defoort (1959-),
Dirk Brossé (1960-), Wim Henderickx (1962-2022)
u Annelies Van Parys (1975-) [#13 Eco...del vuoto],
u l-generazzjoni I-gdida 1i kulma jmur gieghda
tizviluppa u timmatura.

+ FRINT
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' Ta’ min wiehed jinnota l-element ta’ incertezza dwar
l-origini ta’ ¢erti kompozituri ta’ Zmien ir-Rinaxximent u
l-era Barokka, kif ukoll dwar ir-regjuni li kienu differenti
mill-fruntieri tal-pajjizi kif nafuhom illum. Konsegwenza
ta’ hekk, f’dan l-artiklu jissemmew kompozituri li jew
twieldu fil-Belgju (jew fir-regjuni stori¢i li issa jappartjenu
lill-Belgju) jew kompozituri meqsjusin bhala Franko-
Fjammingi — jigifieri mir-regjuni bejn it-Tramuntana ta’
Franza, il-Fjandri u n-Netherlands.
Kontrapunt: It-teknika li biha kompozitur jghaqqad minn
tal-inqas zewg linji muzikali (imsejha vucijiet) flimkien
b’tali mod li jkunu jiddependu minn xulxin armonikament,
izda jkunu indipendenti minn xulxin f’dak li huwa ritmu u
melodija.
Muzika polifonika: muzika li tikkonsisti minn numru ta’ linji
melodi¢i indipendenti superimposti. L-oppost hija muzika
omofonika (il-vucijiet kollha jkantaw noti differenti, izda
bl-istess ritmu) jew muzika monofonika (il-vucijiet kollha
jkantaw parti identika).
Is-Serjalizmu: Fl-origini taghha fl-ghoxrinijiet, Arnold
Schonberg ippropona li t-teknika tas-serjalizmu kienet
tirrikjedi 1i kompozitur johloq serje li tuza t-12-il ton tal-
iskala muzikali f’ordni fissa. Fuq din is-serje 1-kompozitur
seta’ jibni l-kompozizzjoni tieghu, billi fost l-ohrajn,
jimmanipula s-serje originali billi jaqraha b’lura jew jibda
minn fuq nota differenti waqt li jzomm l-istess intervalli
bejn in-noti. Wara t-Tieni Gwerra Dinjija, kompozituri
bhal Olivier Messiaen u Milton Babbitt bdew japplikaw
dawn ir-regoli fissi anke ghal parametri muzikali ohrajn
bhad-dinamika, ir-ritmu u l-artikolazzjoni ta’ kull nota
individwali. Eventwalment, din il-missjoni biex jintlahaq
kontroll assolut fuq il-muzika giet abbandunata, u t-teknika
(jew elementi minnha) baqghet tintuza biss f’kuntest inqas
strett.
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Bil-bnadar iperpru fuq kull frontispizju
li jzejnu trigatna ma’ kull antarjola
b’armar lewn is-seher tal-arti u I-hila

li trawmu fis-sekli mill-ifqar sal-oghla...

bil-gniepen solenni mal-hsejjes li jtarrxu
u dhahen fis-sema u néens fil-korsija
li jfewwah u jhenni lin-nanna fil-vespri

imbaghad purcissjoni bix-xebh ta’ qdusija...

bil-baned jiddandnu kull sena se jzanznu
plancier jew faccata, stendard jew armarju,
kull sena mill-agwa fost l-iprem u l-isbah
u rhama li tfakkar il-kbir ¢entinarju...

bix-xorb u I-festini mal-mar¢i tal-briju
imbaghad illamtati bil-kor u t-tenuri,

bl-irdieden imgienen li jsahhru t-turisti
mikwija bil-bahar u d-dlik tal-kuluri...

2023

K'festa ghandna!
(Ritratt u riflessjonil

b’kuluri tal-festa li tnessi bhal droga

kull dnewwa miskina tax-xhur I-imghoddija
u ¢carrat tbissima fuq fomm kotra shiha,
bil-gar gie jsellimli bhal qisu jaf bija...

Kemm xtaqtha matulek ja sena dil-festa

u nhoss it-tghanniqa li llum tfur bil-hlewwa,
biex rejqet bhal qatra ta’ wens filghaxija
lill-ifqar imsejkna fin-niket u d-dnewwa!

Ikomplu... murtali u zina, armar, marci u briju
u lbisna tal-festa, min jostor, min gheri,

dik dilket u tperréet, dak tfewwah u rtokkja...
fissruli ha nithem, dawn maskri jew veri?

Birkirkara
8.viii.2019

George’s BaKer

22, Main Street, Mellieha
Tel: 21 520685
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Kifdejjemktibtu ghedt, f’kull festa jew okkazjoni
li ahna ni¢c¢elebraw dejjem ikunu involuti hafna nies
minn kull gasam tal-hajja. Sa minn zmien il-qedem,
missirijietna dejjem hadmu u stinkaw sabiex f’kull
belt u rahal f’Malta u Ghawdex ikollna knejjes sbieh
li ghadna ngawduhom sal-lum u nisperaw li jibqghu
jitgawdew minn hafna generazzjonijiet warajna.
Barra minn hekk, missirijietna hadmu wkoll sabiex
jiccelebraw il-festa titulari taghna billi hasbu biex
isibu skulturi sabiex jaghmlulhom il-vara titulari
tal-patrun jew patruna taghhom. Fil-kaz taghna
I-Mellieha kien gie mqgabbad l-iskultur Pietru Pawl
Azzopardi li naqqax din ix-xbieha helwa li tant hi
minquxa fil-qalb ta’ kull Melliehi u Mellihija. Ta’
gabilna hasbu wkoll sabiex il-festa taghna tikber u
tkun tista’ tigi ffesteggjata b’dak kollu i jista’ jkun
marbut ma’ festa liturgika kif ukoll ma’ festa socjali
jew esterna.

Lil missieri Lippu dejjem nisimghu jghid li fil-
festa taghna l-knisja dejjem kienet tkun imzejna
mill-isbah. Kont nisimghu jghid ukoll li f’lejlet u
nhar il-festa il-kappillan, li dak iz-zZmien kien ikollu
r-responsabbilta shiha tal-festa, kien jikkkummissjona
orkestra mill-aqwa. Jien niftakar li, ghal Zmien
twil, il-Maestro di Cappella kien is-surmast bravu
Guzeppi Camilleri li kien jidderiegi wkoll 1-orkestra
tat-Teatru Rjal tal-Belt. Fil-fatt meta gejt mahtur
sagristan fl-1976, is-surmast Camilleri kien ghadu
jmexxi l-orkestra bil-vuéijiet tat-tenuri u l-baritoni
wagqt il-kant tal-Ghasar u 1-Quddiesa Solenni. Kien
ukoll imexxi l-kant tal-Antifona u t-Tantum Ergo li
kienu jindaqqu qabel il-Barka Sagramentali wara li
tidhol il-purcissjoni.

Missirijietna stinkaw u hadmu kemm felhu
sabiex ghal matul il-granet tal-festa l-pjazza
taghna tkun armata u mzejna kif xieraq bl-armar li
ghadna ngawduh sal-gurnata tal-lum. Riedu wkoll
li l-attivitajiet li jsiru barra jkunu sbieh u li jixirqu
lir-rahal taghna. Ghalhekk fl-1907 giet iffurmata
I-ewwel banda Mellihija — is-Societa Filarmonica

2023

Dejjem Niftakar li kull Festa
tkun iffesteggjata hil-Hsieb,
Responsahhilta u hafna

Christopher Bartolo
Sagristan

La Vittoria. Imbaghad insibu li fl-1930 giet iffurmata
t-tieni banda Mellihija — il-Banda Imperial. Is-
sehem ta’ dawn iz-zewg baned gheziez taghna mill-
bidu tat-twelid taghhom dejjem taw sehemhom
fil-festa taghna u dejjem gew apprezzati. Dawn iz-
zewg baned idoqqu hafna mar¢i sbieh li akkwistaw
matul il-medda ta’ snin. Dawn hasbu wkoll biex
isibu surmastrijiet 1i jiktbulhom iz-zewg innijiet
sbieh ad unur Marija Bambina li jindaqqu kull sena
lejlet u nhar il-festa. Imbaghad insibu wkoll li fis-
sena 1947 grupp ta’ rgiel ohra hadmu sabiex tigi
mwagqqfa orkestra bl-istrumenti tal-korda. B’hekk
fir-rahal taghna ghandna tliet ghaqdiet muzikali
li jpaxxuna bil-muzika sabiha taghhom kemm fil-
knisja kif ukoll fil-pjazza u t-toroq taghna.

Il-festi jridu jigu ppreparati sewwa u bil-hsieb.
Ghalhekk, minn xhur qabel, I-Ar¢ipriet flimkien
mal-kleru, il-Kunsill Pastorali Parrokkjali u
I-Kummissjoni Liturgija jfasslu programm ta’
funzjonijiet liturgici li jigi mwettaq matul in-noveni,
f’lejlet il-festa, f’nhar il-festa bil-quddiesa solenni
u fl-ahhar, fil-purcissjoni. Fejn jidhlu l-attivitajiet
ta’ barra, il-kumitati ta’ kull ghaqda li tkun se tiehu
sehem fil-programm tal-festa, ifasslu I-programmi
taghhom sabiex b’hekk ikunu kompluti I-attivitajiet
kollha li jkunu sejrin jigu organizzati matul il-granet
kollha tal-festa.

Festa titulari tirrikjedi wkoll hafna responsabbilta
minn dawk kollha involuti, kemm minn dawk li
jahdmu fil-knisja kif ukoll dawk li jahdmu fil-
gasam socjali tal-festa. Ir-responsabbilta tkun trid
tispikka f’kull haga li tigi ppjanata jew titwettaq.
F’dan iz-zmien sabih tal-festa, meta hafna mill-
familji taghna jieqfu ftit mir-rutina tax-xoghol u
jifirhu flimkien, kulhadd irid juri responsabbilta
f’dak kollu li wiehed jaghmel jew jghid sabiex ma
jinhologx dizgwid bla bzonn.

Il-festa tirrikjedi wkoll hafna xoghol. Hafna
osservaturi tal-festi jghidu li I-festi taghna jinhtiegu
hafnaenergijaminn dawk involuti fl-organizzazzjoni

m s www.imperialbandclub.com |
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taghhom. Din hija realta u verament ihossuha dawk
involuti. Tkun kemm tkun dilettant u tkun tiflah
kemm tkun tiflah, jigu mumenti fejn 1-gheja tibda
taghmel taghha, kemm dik mentali kif ukoll dik
fizika.

Bhala sagristan, niftakar sewwa meta bdejt il-
hidma tieghi fl-1976. L-ewwel sena kont ghadni
zaghzugh ta’ 18-il sena. Dik is-sena fil-festa kienu
ghenuni missieri u huti. Konna hdimna flimkien
sabiex il-knisja tkun imzejna u armata minn kollox
u, fuq kollox, nadifa. Illum ghaddew 47 sena
mill-ewwel festa u nistqarr 1i kull festa holqot
hafna xoghol ghalija u ghal mijiet ta’ nies li tawni
I-ghajnuna taghhom matul din il-medda twila ta’
snin. Wiehed irid jiftakar li I-preparazzjonijiet ghall-
festa jinbdew minn xhur gabel. Sa minn qabel il-
festi tal-Grizma tal-Isqof u tal-Precett, bdejt infarfar
il-knisja kollha. Hekk kif tghaddi 1-festa ta’ Santa
Marija, flimkien ma’ grupp zghir ta’ rgiel, nibdew
inzejnu I-knisja. Din il-hidma tibga’ ghaddejja sa
dik il-gimgha tal-festa.

Kull ghaqda 1li ghandna fil-Mellieha wkoll
tghaddi minn preparazzjonijiet bi thejjija ghall-
festa. Naraw iz-zew¢ kazini tal-banda jarmaw il-
plancieri u l-faccati tal-kazini taghhom. Naraw
ukoll il-Grupp tal-Armar b’tant hegga jzejjen il-
pjazza u t-toroq taghna. Insemmu wkoll lill-Grupp
tan-Nar li jintensifika l-preparazzjonijiet tieghu fejn
jidhol in-nar tal-festa. Tarahom jippreparaw in-nar
tal-art — dak li nsejhulu giggifogu — u n-nar tal-ajru
f’dik ix-xemx tisreg.

Ta’ min ifakkar li n-nies u l-familji taghhom
involuti fil-preparazzjonijiet tal-festa jaghmlu hafna
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sagrifi¢c¢ji u xoghol — hafna drabi b’mod volontarju
— sabiex ikollna festa sabiha u kompluta minn
kollox. Ghalhekk irridu noqoghdu attenti sabiex ma
nibdewx nikkritikaw u nikkummentaw bl-addoc¢
halli dawk il-voluntieri jaghmlu kuragg u ma
jaqtghux qalbhom u iktar zghazagh, irgiel u nisa,
jaghmlu kuragg u jibdew jithajru jaghtu kontribut
bil-hiliet taghhom sabiex fil-futur nibqghu nsibu
nies li jorganizzaw u jippreparaw l-attivitajiet ghal
matul il-festa.

L-ewwel nett nixtieq inrodd hajr lill-President,
is-Sur Josef Borg, lis-Segretarju, is-Sur John Baptist
Gauci u lis-Surmast Tony Borg tar-rispett li dejjem
juruni, b’mod specjali din is-sena li kelli nirtira
ghal ftit gimghat minhabba li kont ma niflahx.
Nirringrazzja wkoll 1-ghaqdiet kollha Mellihin tar-
rispett li wrewni izjed mis-soltu matul dak iz-Zmien
diffi¢li li ghaddejt minnu, f’mumenti fejn l-iktar li
kelli bzonn.

Xieragq li nirringrazzja wkoll lill-Arcipriet Fr Joe
Caruana, lill-viciar¢ipriet Fr Sergio Fenech u hafna
sacerdoti li tawni s-sapport u I-ghajnuna. Nizzi hajr
ukoll lis-Sindku u I-kunsilliera kollha, lill-presidenti
u I-kumitati tal-ghaqdiet kollha. Pero l-ikbar grazzi
naghtiha lill-poplu Melliehi kollu tar-rispett u
I-ghajnuna li dejjem tani sa mill-ewwel gurnata
li bdejt bil-hidma tieghi fil-knisja sal-gurnata tal-
lum. Jien dejjem habbejtha lill-komunita Mellihija.
Napprezza hafna I-hbiberija taghha u I-ghajnuna li
dejjem taghtini. Inwieghed lil kulhadd li, min-naha
tieghi, dejjem disponibbli nghin, fejn inkun nista’,
lil kull min ikun jinhtieg 1-ghajnuna tieghi.

Il-festa t-tajba lil kulhadd.

FRESH LOCAL

CHICKEN

smina.com.mt



L-Ghaqda tan-Nar Marija Bambina kienet
I-ghaqda 1i rebhet il-Festival Internazzjonali tal-
Loghob tan-Nar tal-Ajru li kien imtella’ fl-ahhar
t’April u l-bidu ta’ Mejju 2023. Dan il-festival kien
organizzat f’diversi lokalitajiet madwar Malta u
Ghawdex, bil-qofol tieghu jkun fl-ahhar serata fil-
Port il-Kbir.

Waqt dan il-festival prestigjuz jiehdu sehem
diversi kmamar tan-nar, kemm minn Malta kif ukoll
minn pajjizi minn madwar id-dinja. Fost pajjizi
ohra, din is-sena ppartecipaw kmamar tan-nar mill-
Italja, is-Serbja, il-Polonja u r-Rumanija. Ghalhekk,
ir-rebh ta’ dan il-festival hu sinjal ta’ livell gholi ta’
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L-Ghaqgda tan-Nar Marija
Bamhina rehhieha tal-
Festival Internazzjonali
tal-Loghoh tan-Nar tal-Ajru

2023

preparazzjoni u ezekuzzjoni ta’ xoghol artistiku tal-
aqwa livell.

L-Ghaqda Muzikali Imperial tifrah lill-Ghaqda
tan-Nar Marija Bambina li rnexxielha turi t-talenti
u l-abbiltajiet tal-membri taghha fil-loghob tan-nar
tal-ajru u tirbah dan il-festival. Nawguraw iktar
successi fil-futur lil din l-ghaqda sabiex tkompli
tgholli isimha u isem il-Mellieha. Prosit tassew!

'\ MELLIEHA FIREWORKS WIN THE
MALTA INTERNATIONAL
FIREWORKS FESTIVAL
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Il-paci li nhoss u s-sliem ta’ madwari huma dawk
I-elementi li lili jgeghluni nqum dejjem kmieni biex
nistenna sbieh il-jum izernaq. Dawk il-wagqtiet
ghalija huma talba siekta li nlissen go qalbi kull
meta nkun fuq it-terrazzin tar-razzett, jew Ghajn
Hadid, jew wara l-Fortizza Campbell, nistenna
x-xefaq jitlewwen bl-istennija tal-miraklu tat-tlugh
ix-xemx. Il-hemda li tirrrenja dawk il-hinijiet hija
tal-ghageb sahansitra anki jekk ikun maltemp, rih
ivenven, shana jew kesha; kull stagun, ikun xi jkun,
il-hemda thossha go fik, thoss it-tama tbagbaq go
fik, thoss serhan il-mohh, thoss li hemm id mohbija
ged tghanngek maghha u qalb kbira li timliek
bil-kuragg.

Dawk il-wagqtiet ghalija nhossni li nitqarreb hafna
lejn dawk I-gheziez li llum m’ghadhomx maghna.
Nisthajjilhom jafu sew dawk l-imkejjen fejn inkun.
Ingibhom quddiem ghajnejja, jahdmu u jhabirku
bezlin bla waqfien minn sbieh il-jum sad-dlam.
Ifiggu bla ma rrid 1-ucuh gheziez tan-nanniet tieghi
Guzeppa u Pawlu tal-Qantora, ta’ missieri Guzeppi
u ommi Salvina, iz-zija Gerit u z-ziju Karmnu u
I-kugini.

Inhares madwari u nilmah fi hsibijieti lil missieri
ghadu tfajjel ckejken ged jirgha n-naghag galb
ix-xaghri ta’ madwar Selmun, lin-nanna Guzeppa
bil-maktur abjad qotna marbut ma’ rasha twiezen
felhana zewg satliet bl-ilma minn fuq l-ghajn,
lin-nannu Pawlu jlibbes ix-xedd lill-hmara biex
jitlaq ghal gurnata ohra ta’ xoghol iebes qalb
il-hbula tar-raba’ li kellu. U bla ma rrid nisthajjel
li ged inxomm I-irwejjah tal-kafeé bic-Cikwejra li
kienet taghtina n-nanna meta ninzlu mill-quddiesa
fil-palazz ghodu ghodu. U nerga’ nisthajjel liz-ziju
Karmnu, tiela’ mill-isqaq wieqaf tal-Bajjad, jasal
sal-isqaq ta’ fejn ir-razzett tan-nanniet, b’¢urniena
wara dahru, jgholli ftit il-beritta u b’dik id-dahka
fuq fommu johrog xi Zewg bettihat jew dullighat u
jaghtihom lil ommi biex nikluhom wara l-ikel.

Elf hsieb jghaddi minn mohhi, u dejjem
nirrealizza kemm jien ixxurtjata li f "hajti kelli dawn

I www.imperialbandclubh.com
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Hsibijieti waqt Zernig
Imbierek fSelmun

Rita Gatt

in-nies gheziez, li ghadhom sal-lum jghallmuni
napprezza dak kollu li jinsab madwar Selmun. Li
Selmun huwa parti minni ghax kien parti minn
hajjithom, li gharfu jghadduli 1-imhabba lejn dan
I-irhajjel bil-mod ta’ ghajxien taghhom, bl-uzanzi
taghhom, bl-imhabba li kienet tilma fuq wi¢c¢hom
meta kienu jaghtuna xi ftit patata, xi bi¢ctejn tin
tac-cappa mit-tin 1i kienu jkun qaddew huma
stess, xi vazett kunserva milli kienu jkunu ghamlu
huma stess mit-tadam tal-Bajjad, xi vazett mimli
tadam imqadded, xi borza mimlija ful imgiddem
mill-ful taghhom stess, jew xi platt mimli balbuljata
mill-basal, tadam u bajd minn tat-tigieg li kienu
jrabbu huma stess fil-gallinar ta’ wara r-razzett. U
fil-hemda nissokta nhewden u nahseb...

Imma s-sbuhija ta’ dan l-irhajjel mhix gieghda
biss fil-moghdijiet imberflin b’hitan tas-sejjieh
mill-isbah, mhix qieghda fil-ftit giren li ghad fadal,
ma tinsabx biss fil-berah u I-ftuh tal-kampanja
tal-madwar, jew fil-gargir, il-lellux, il-kampanella,
u l-basal tal-ghansar, jew fis-sigar taz-znuber,
tal-harrub, tat-tin u l-pal tal-bajtar, jew minhabba
I-palazz setghani f’tarf 1-gholja.

Dawn kollha huma attributi sbieh u ghonja
li jsebbhu lil dan l-irhajjel imma l-vera sbuhija
tieghu tinsab fil-wirt ghaziz li hallewlna n-nanniet u
I-buznanniet tieghi u ta’ kull min kien twieled u ghex
hawn... il-wirt tal-imhabba lejn in-natura. Fil-qalba
tar-ruh ta’ Selmun hemm elf galb thabbat siekta
fl-gherugq tas-sigar, fix-xaghri mimlijin gebel Zonqri,
fil-hamrija taflija jew hamri li zzejjen 1-ghelieqi
selmunizi u fil-hbula tar-raba’ li kienu 1-ghajxien ta’
hafna familji. Huma kienu li hallewlna dan il-gmiel
ta’ rhajjel. Huma kienu 1i ghallmuna I-imhabba
u r-rispett lejn in-natura, lejn Il-art, lejn xoghol
il-bidwi u lejn I-ghaziz Selmun. U fis-skiet ta’ qalbi,
nizzihom hajr u nghannaghom ilkoll mieghi.

U nhares madwari u nerga’ nistagsi lili nnifsi,
imnikkta sew, ghax nafha t-twegiba... imma tghid
dan hu Il-istess Selmun li kienu jafu huma?

Selmun - 16 t’ Awwissu 2023



Kien ezatt disa’ snin ilu,
Ghaliex il-Mulej hekk ried,
Qal, “Il-Captain, nixtieq, lilu,
Hawn, imexxi 1-korijiet™.

Mhux zgur qatt bahhar vapuri,
Jew amar lis-suldati,

’ma dejjem hareg bl-unuri,
Kull wirja, li kien jaghti.

Kull min kellu x-xorti, bhali,
Imur ghandu, ghal xi hin,
Jaf li kien surmast specjali.
Kien maestro tal-vjolin.

Johloglok xi melodija,
Helwa iktar minn tal-gojjin.
Safja, helwa, Mellihija
Tibqga’ tidwi tul is-snin.

Il-kitarra, il-mandolina,
Kienu ‘gugarell’ f’idejh.
Muzika mill-agwa, fina,
Illi ggieghlek tibqa’ hdejh.

Sighat twal fis-sajf, qattajna,
Qrib il-bandli, nisimghuh.

Sa tard billejl. Qatt ma xbajna,
Hemm madwaru, nammirawh.
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Joseph F.Cachia

Bosta kienu l-istudenti,

Illi ghallem, kbar jew Zghar.
Fihom irfina t-talenti,

Biex daqqew muz’ka ahjar.

Kiteb mar¢i ferrihija.
Fil-Vitorja ndaqqgew,
Miz-zewg baned Mellihija.
Bihom huma t-tnejn staghnew.

Sal-Orkestra dderiega
Bl-aqwa talent tal-lokal.

Fih dejjem hass il-htiega,

Li jghallem lill-kbar u t-tfal.

Muz’ka serja kiteb bosta,
Ghall-orkestra, u ghall-vjolin.
Il-widna tassew tiggosta,
Tisma’ tant noti helwin.

Dario u 1-Kunsill Lokali.
Tahsbux li jkun gest sabih,
Nemmen bosta jahsbu bhali,
Li tissemma triq ghalih?

Bugibba
16/5/2021



Wasalna biex nic¢celebraw festa ohra, biex
infakkru t-twelid u t-tfulija ta’ Marija. Ni¢celebraw
il-hajja ta’ Marija, tfajla minn Nazzaret, 1i halliet
kollox u tat hajjitha lil Alla. Nic¢celebraw il-hajja
ta’ Marija, ghax b’xi mod jew iehor il-hajja ta’
Marija ghandha valur fil-hajja taghna. Bhal meta
nic¢elebraw il-birthday ta’ xi hadd ghax il-persuna
jkollha post spec¢jali u valur f hajjitna. Anke ahna,
issa se ni¢celebraw lil Marija, ghax Marija bl-iva
taghha tatna lil binha Ges.

Ladarba ni¢celebraw, jehtieg li nsegwu 1-passi
ta’ Marija u naraw ftit X nistghu nitghallmu mit-
tfulija ta’ Marija. Spiss nisimghu xi haga dwar
Marija u l-istorja tal-hajja taghha u li hija omm Alla
u l-omm spiritwali taghna lkoll. Imma kemm niehdu
hin biex nippruvaw naraw ftit kif ghexet Marija u
napplikawh ghall-hajja taghna? Qeghdin nghixu
f’so¢jeta impenjata hafna, li kwazi ma tlahhaqgx
taghmel kollox f’gurnata wahda. Dan ghaliex
kollox idur mal-flus biss u allura biex inhossuna
tajbin nishru hinijiet twal f’xoghol 1i kulma jmur
gieghed dejjem ihalli lill-bniedem bla nifs. Kemm
se ndumu sejrin hekk?

Mhux gieghed nghid dan ghal min ma jlahhagx
mal-esigenzi finanzjarji tal-hajja u allura jispi¢ca
jkollu jahdem hafna imma ghal min jista’ jghix
komdu u li ghandu, gatt ma huwa bizzejjed f hajtu.
Jekk inharsu lejn kif ghexet Marija, naraw kemm
hija ghexet hajja sempli¢i u kemm l-ikbar impenn
f’hajjitha kien it-talb. Jekk ikollna napplikaw dan
fil-hajja taghna rridu nkunu realistic¢i, jigifieri nsibu
bilan¢ tajjeb hafna bejn il-hin tax-xoghol, tal-
familja u d-divertiment u I-hin ghat-talb u riflessjoni
personali.

Jien spiss kont nispi¢éa naljena lili nnifsi
b’xoghol, hafna drabi volontarjat, biex inZommni
okkupat b’xi haga. Pero, kien meta bdejt insib hin
ghat-talb u r-riflessjoni li bdejt niltaga’ ma’ Alla u
nibni relazzjoni mieghu. Hajti bdiet tinbidel u dak
il-vojt li kelli beda jimlieh Hu. Inhares lura u nara
kif Alla hadem mieghi. Hekk kif hadem ma’ Marija,

2023

jista’ jahdem maghna lkoll. Imma rridu nwiegbu
I-iva, kulhadd skont i¢-¢irkustanzi tal-hajja tieghu.
Alla kellu pjan ghal Marija, ghalik ghandu iehor,
gieghed tipprova tara x’inhu?

Ghalhekk ejjew, waqt li niccelebraw kif jixraq il-
hajjata’ Marija, inharsu lejn hajjitha u naraw b’liema
mod Alla hadem fil-hajja taghha u nippruvaw ahna
wkoll inhalluh jahdem fil-hajja taghna. Huwa
b’dan il-mod li hajjitna tista’ titjieb jew tinhass xi
ftit ahjar. Il-flus ma jtejbux il-hajja taghna, itejbu
biss il-kundizzjonijiet li fihom nghixu, li hafna
drabi s-sodisfazzjon ma jdumx wisq ghax il-
kundizzjonijiet tajbin li jgibu I-flus malajr jindraw
u nkunu rridu aktar u ahjar. Il-ferh li jigi minn Alla,
kif naraw fil-hajja ta’ Marija, mhux biss tejjeb il-
hajja taghha imma anke ta’ dawk kollha li kienu qrib
taghha. Viva Marija Bambina!




The tradition of banding in Malta goes back a
long time and music has always had an important
and recognised place in Maltese festivities. During
the rule of the Knights of St John, for example, a
small ensemble of musicians would take part in
feast processions and alongside this, there were also
established military bands such as the Grandmaster’s
Band and the Band of the Maltese Militia (id-
Dejma). With the onset of British rule, came British
Military Bands and the Maltese soon became eager
to set up their own bands. Band Clubs, as we know
them today, were established in the mid to late 19"
century as a result of this.

After more than 150 years, the wind band
tradition remains strong in Malta and the presence
of band clubs in almost every town and village
confirms that banding continues to be an important
and valued institution within Maltese society.

To mitigate the past and the present whilst
looking to the future is not an easy task and the
process of retaining the ‘old’ traditions whilst
embracing change and ‘new’ traditions is a
continuous and evolving process which may often
go unnoticed. For some, the ‘traditional’ and the
‘modern’ are opposing elements, but the reality is
that both complement each other and keeping this
complimentary and healthy balance is an essential
aspect of contemporary banding in Malta. The

Aurora Theatre, Gozo
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The Goexistence of the ‘Old’
and the ‘New' in the Maltese

Wind Band Tradition

coexistence of the ‘old’ and the ‘new’ can perhaps
be explained further by looking at three different
aspects of banding:

¢ physical space — the band club

¢ club members — people

* music — instrumentation and repertoire

The band club

Every band has its own club and in some towns
and villages there is more than one band club. Most
societies own their band club, but others rent the
premises from a third party. “Il-Kazin” (the Maltese
word for band club) is an important place for the
local community and most clubs are situated in a
prominent place, usually the parish square or in the
town’s main street.

Some clubs have also invested heavily in
infrastructural projects in order to generate income.
For example, the La Stella Philharmonic Society
and the Leone Philharmonic Society in Victoria,
Gozo, each own an opera theatre as part of their
band club complex. Other band clubs, such as the
Zejtun Band Club and the Maria Mater Gratiae of
Zabbar also have their own theatre, the Pandora and
the Blue Arena respectively.

“Il-bottegin” (the Maltese word for bar) is the
first place you see when entering a club. The bar
is the most frequented part of the club and it is a

Astra Theatre, Gozo
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place for members, non-members and visiting
tourists to meet and to socialise. For many band
clubs, the bar is also the main source of revenue.
Traditionally, bars would serve a range of drinks
(alcoholic and mineral), as well as teas, coffee and
cakes. Nowadays, many band clubs also serve food.

Other facilities within the club include a hall
(used for social, cultural and fundraising events),
teaching rooms and the music room.

The Imperial Band Club Music Room

Importantly, the room most treasured in all
band clubs, is the Committee Room. Besides
being the place where committee meetings are
held, the Committee Room is also the room where
important guests and visitors are welcomed and
where artefacts detailing the club’s history can be

seen. There are many interesting and important
items which can be seen in the display cabinets in
a Committee Room, including memorabilia, gifts
given by supporters and members, old and obsolete
musical instruments, photographs of key events in
the club’s history and portraits of founding members
and former presidents and bandmasters.

There is a huge sense of pride when band club
members show visitors around their club and this
sense of pride remains especially strong amongst
those emigrants who left Malta in the third quarter
of the 20th century to live in the USA, Australia
and Canada. Often, these emigrants return to
Malta at festa time and showing their children
and grandchildren around ‘their’ band club is an
important - and often very poignant - part of their
holiday in Malta.

The People

Band clubs are run by a committee elected by
members, and elected committee members serve on
a voluntary basis for a term of one or two years,
depending on the club’s statute. The committee is
responsible for the day-to-day running of the club
with the main positions being those of President,
General Secretary, Treasurer, Club Director and
Band Delegate. There is usually an assistant to each
post and in many instances, there is also a Spiritual

The Imperial Band Club Committee Room



2023

Director, a Roman Catholic priest or monk, who
looks after the spiritual needs of members.

Within a band club structure, there are also
sub-committees. The Youth Section (Kummissjoni
Zghazagh) is responsible for organising innovative
activities which encourage new young people
to join the club whilst the Band Sub-Committee
(Kummissjoni Banda) looks after everything which
is needed in order to ensure the smooth running
of all musical activities within the band club.
Traditionally, some clubs would also have what was
known as a ‘Ladies Circle’ (Kummissjoni Nisa)
where women would come together to organise
fundraising activities for the club. Whilst these sub-
committees do still existin some band clubs in Malta,
there is an increasing trend for responsibilities that
were traditionally seen as being the role of women,
to be integrated into the main committee and other
sub-committees.

A fundraising activity at the Imperial Band Club

Inevitably, as is the case in many organisations,
there are different managerial styles within a band
club. On the one hand, there is the typically more
‘conservative’ style of management, often attributed
to the main committee, especially when many of
the committee members have been serving for a

long time. Whilst on the other hand, there can be
seen a pro-active and a seemingly open style of
management, as in the Youth Section for example.

Band club members come from all walks of life
and to become a member, one has to pay an annual
fee to the club. In some clubs, a prospective new
member has to obtain committee approval prior to
being accepted as well. Standing for a few minutes
at a band club bar in Malta will give the observer
a very good insight into the contrasting differences
between members of the same club.

In a typical band club bar, the observer might
see someone sitting alone at a table with a coffee
going through a daily newspaper. At the same time,
a group of younger people might be seen chatting,
taking ‘selfies’ and catching up on social media. The
observer might also see a group of people playing
cards or snooker and retired members sitting
having a drink and catching up on the latest village
news. Younger people will nearly always mention
the tradition of banding within their family and
previous generations are spoken of with admiration
and respect. The band club bar remains an integral
part of Maltese banding and the bar is very much a
fusion of the ‘old’ and the ‘new’.

Another group of people who attend band clubs
are the musicians and the students. Since their
inception, band clubs have often been the first place
where a local person could learn music. Most band
clubs offer free music lessons and provide musical
instruments and learning material at no cost to the
student, and despite increasing financial constraints,
clubs continue to provide this important ‘social’
service to this day. Music teaching has improved
significantly over the years through the hiring of
more competent teachers and through the use of
more modern methodology and technology.

Musicians - just like club members - come from

The Imperial Band and Choir during the Festa Annual Concert

100 oy,
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a range of different backgrounds and often their
connection as a musician with a band goes back three
or four generations. Male musicians still outnumber
female musicians in banding but it is encouraging
to see that this is changing and at the Imperial Band
Club in Mellieha, we are committed to ensuring that
more women and girls take up music and go on to
play an active role within the band.

The preferred musical repertoire of musicians
varies greatly especially between different age
groups. Older musicians in a band, for example,
often tend to prefer the operatic works of Verdi,
Puccini, Mascagni and Wagner, whilst younger
musicians may lean more towards pop music,
musicals and music from soundtracks. As banding
evolves, it is important that all preferred repertoires
are taken into account.

Instrumentation and Repertoire

Although band clubs were formed when Malta
was under the British Rule, the significance of
Italian refugees to Malta in the last quarter of the
19th century should be acknowledged because
this had a huge impact on the Maltese wind band
tradition. Some of these Italian refugees were
Maestri who very much left their mark on the wind
band tradition. Instruments were referred to by their

Italian name and the sound of the Maltese wind
band was much closer to that of an Italian band than
a British band. Instrumentation continued to evolve
during this time and some instruments disappeared
altogether, such as the Contrabasso D’Ancia and
the Tromba. Other instruments were replaced. For
example, the Flicorno Tenore and the Trombone
Cantabile were replaced by the Althorns.

During the 1960s, the saxophone family was
included in the Maltese wind band and during
the latter part of the 1970s and the 1980s, further
instruments were included such as the drum set,
the bass guitar, keyboards and various percussion
instruments. This was largely due to the influence of
the brass bands that came to Malta for the Maltafest
Festival.

The Maltese wind band repertoire also saw
significant change over the years. Taking into
account the concert repertoire and the first 100 years
of the Maltese repertoire, the music performed
during concerts was only classical and operatic,
namely overtures, fantasias and selections. By the
mid-1970s, the Armed Forces Band of Malta under
the then Director of Music, Lt Anthony Chircop,
started to introduce music from sound tracks and
pop music.

This innovative introduction, backed by the
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Paul Abela
ar. Anthony Borg
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participation of British brass bands in the Maltafest
Festival, left its mark on the Maltese wind band
repertoire. Increasingly, Maltese bands are adapting
moreeasily tochange,and thisis being complimented
by easier access to new music by publishing houses
and an increase in local musicians composing and
making arrangements for their own band. Another
important development in recent times is that
non-Maltese residents are also joining local bands
and thus contributing to a changing repertoire.
Currently, there are several non-Maltese musicians
who play with the Imperial Band of Mellieha, and
both the current and previous musical directors of
the Imperial Ladies Choir are not Maltese.

Today, Maltese wind bands produce concerts with
a variety of musical styles, ranging from classical
to soundtracks, music for instrument solo and for
band, and pop music whereby a pop singer will
often join the band to perform. It remains though,
that probably the most popular music amongst
locals is the Maltese march, especially during the
festa period. As with everything else, the Maltese
march has also evolved over time. Marches written

in the first half of the 20th century, such as those
by Adeodato Gatt and Vincenzo Ciappara, have
more musical complexity than the popular marches
of today. Most of the latter have a simple melody
that is easily grasped and recognised by people in
the street, and this is accompanied by strong, and
at times repetitive, rhythmic structures, as in for
example, Andrew Colerio’s march ‘Agrigento’. The
foreign influence on the Maltese march is manifested
largely in the marches of Anthony Aquilina and
Joseph Azzopardi.

In summary, it is evident that the coexistence of
the ‘old’ and the ‘new’ does not pose a risk to our
wind band tradition. The huge sense of pride and the
sense of belonging that are often associated with the
‘old’, is still evident today and this, alongside the
need for change and innovation, often associated
with the ‘new’, will strike the balance which will
ensure the successful continuation of a healthy wind
band tradition within the Maltese Islands. Going
forward, it is essential that we retain the traditional
aspects of Maltese banding whilst embracing the
new.

& la Peter

Bar, Restaurant &
Games Room

Specialising in
Maltese Cuisine
&

Fresh Fish Dishes.

Gorg Borg Olivier Str.
[I-Mellieha - Malta
Tel: 21 523537
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L-Isem Selmun

Skont il-mibki Professur Godfrey Wettinger,
l-ewwel darba li jissemma Il-isem Selmun huwa
f’kuntratt tal-1473, fejn huwa mnizzel bhala
salamuni. Interessanti li hawn xi ghelieqi madwar
Malta li wkoll huma maghrufa bhala ‘ta’ Selmun’.
Kienet tezisti wkoll I-ghalqa ta’ Selmuna (femminil
ta’ Selmun) f’Tal-Barrani. Selmun aktarx kien xi
kunjom, u possibbilment huwa traduzzjoni tal-
kunjom Pace. Per0 jista’ jkun ukoll li Selmun hija
korruzzjoni tal-isem Salamone jew Sulejman.!

Paul P. Borg, fil-ktieb tieghu Selmun, a Story of
Love, isemmi kif fl-1576, galera Maltija (bastiment
baxx bil-qlugh u lI-imgadef) immexxija minn Marco
Di Maria spi¢céat b’bastiment Musulman jigri
warajha. Di Maria nduna li I-bastiment tal-ghadu
kien kwazi lahqu u allura ddecieda li jghaddi mill-
kanal bejn Selmun u 1-Gzejjer ta’ San Pawl. Dak iz-
Zzmien, dan il-fliegu kien ferm aktar baxx mil-lum u
kien facli li tinkalja fih. Allura dan Marco di Maria
ordna lill-bahrin imorru kollha fil-poppa, biex il-
pruwa tintrefa’ mill-ilma. Hekk kif il-galera hakket
mal-qiegh, il-kaptan ordna li¢c-¢orma jigru lejn il-
pruwa, halli toghla I-poppa, u b’hekk irnexxielhom
jehaddu. Mhux l-istess ghamel ix-xini Musulman, li
nkalja u baga’ mwahhal hemm, tant li nqabad mill-
kavallieri. Tal-bravura 1i ghamel, Marco di Maria
u l-werrieta tieghu nghataw il-GzZejjer b’¢ens mill-
kavallieri.?

Jaf din kienet ir-raguni li 1-GzZejjer ghamlu
zmien maghrufa bhala 1-Gzejjer tal-Barba Marku,
biex ifakkru lil dan Marco di Maria. F1-1932, meta
I-Gzejjer kienu riservati ghall-ka¢¢a lil Carmelo
Attard Montaldo, dan induna li xi kacc¢aturi nizlu
fughom ghall-fniek minghajr il-permess tieghu.
Allura kiteb ittra lill-pulizija biex jinfurmahom bil-
kaz u fiha semma’ li dawn il-kaccaturi ‘furono visti
per la caccia di coniglio sull’Isola di Barba Marco.’
(rawhom jikkaccjaw il-fniek fuq il-Gzira tal-Barba
Marku.)?

Dan l-isem kien ghadu jintuza sahansitra sa wara
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Stejjer minn Selmun

Jefirey Sammut

I-ahhar gwerra. FI-1945, ¢ertu Vincent Borg tressaq
il-Qorti mill-pulizija talli halla xi tankijiet jew bjar
tal-ilma fi stat hazin fuq ‘Barba Marku Islet.’ 11-
Qorti tatu tmint ijiem cans biex jirranga l-hsara,
inkella kien se jehel 2 xelini u nofs multa kuljum
sakemm jaghmel it-tiswijiet mehtiega.*

‘Kent umbrajtha I-iskula.

Annunziata née Fenech, omm Leli Vella, kienet
minn tal-Isbraff imma bhalma kien jigri hafna drabi,
Leli wiret il-lagam ta’ missieru, Karmnu tal-Blaj.
Leli jiftakar il-mixja li kellu biex minn Selmun
jasal sal-Mellieha ghall-iskola. Xita jew xemx, trid
tmur. Imma Leli qalli ‘Kent umbrajtha l-iskula.
L-ghalliem kien jaruni ikreh... Jiena ma finix
parenza! U bdejt niskarta.’” Allura, filghodu, daqqa
jitlef il-qorq, daqga jqum b’zaqqu tugghu u fil-
gwerra, bis-sahha ta’ Mussolini u Hitler, kien hemm
ir-raguni valida tal-attakki mill-ajru! Imma fl-ahhar
ommu qabzitilha u baghtitu bilfors. Hekk kif dahal
I-ghalliem fil-klassi u rah, kien pront bewgu ’1 barra
ghand is-surmast! Dan ma tantx laqghu bit-tajjeb!
‘Mur gib lil ommok,’ qallu. U Leli bela’ mixja ohra
sa Selmun. Annunziata ma tantx hadet pjacir. Qaltlu
‘Iwa mort darba, jahasra ergajt gejt!?’ Imbaghad
mixja ohra tal-qaddisin sal-Mellieha ma’ ommu;
dan kollu biex is-surmast jghidilha li Leli kien
ged ifalli wisq skola u ma kienx se jirnexxi. Meta
qaltlu li kien qed jibza’ mill-air raids, is-surmast
kellu r-risposta fil-komma. Wegibha li fil-Mellieha
kien hemm aktar xelters minn Selmun u ghalgilha
halgha. U Leli kellu jerga’ jibda jmur jitghallem!

Minn banda, Leli kellu ftit ragun. Fil-fatt, fl-
14 ta’ Lulju 1940, sittax-il missier minn Selmun,
inkluz wiehed Carmelo Vella, li jista’ jkun kien
missier Leli stess, baghtu petizzjoni lill-Gvern
Ingliz biex jghidulu li f’Selmun kien hemm 40
tifel u tifla u li dawn kellhom mixja ta’ tliet kwarti
kuljum biex imorru l-iskola. Huma semmew kif sa
ftit ta’ zmien qabel, il-Gvern kellu l-hsieb li jkun
hemm skola f’Selmun imma mid-dehra, kien intesa

m_ wwwimperiaiiandciuicon
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L-ismijiet tal-postijiet mehudin mill-ktieb Selmun u I-Inhawi ta’ Paul P. Borg.
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kollox. Ghalhekk, huma talbu 1i din l-iskola tiftah
il-bibien taghha, aktar u aktar peress li f’Selmun
kien hemm erba’ xelters fejn it-tfal setghu jistkennu
f’kaz ta’ attakk. Ir-risposta kienet wahda xotta;
gew infurmati li minhabba n-nuqqas ta’ ghalliema,
lI-iskola ma setghetx tiftah. U kellhom jibqghu
b’xiber imnieher.®

‘Bhal ta¢-Cina’

Leli jiftakar il-hajja sempli¢i imma mimlija
mizerja f’Selmun. Billejl, it-toroq kienu mixghula
minn erba’ fanali: wiehed fil-misrah, jigifieri hekk
kif jibda I-bini Selmun, iehor fejn il-hanut tal-Lanca,
iehor fejn il-bir tal-hnejja, u 1-ahhar wiehed fejn ta’
Konsolat (I-ahhar irziezet int u sejjer lejn il-Fortizza
Campbell). Il-fanali kienu f’idejn Censu Vella tal-
Hanin. Filghaxija kien jigi bis-sellum jixghelhom u
filghodu kien jitfi dawk li jkun ghadhom mixghula.

S b VIR S ha s
Mary Vella tan-Nahlu fejn I-ghajn tal-ilma li kien hemm fejn
ir-razzett ta’ Konsolat. Il-pillbox li tidher fejn il-Palazz kienet
inqgerdet meta saret il-lukanda ta’ Selmun. Ritratt: Kollezzjoni
privata.

Ghax-xorb kien hemm il-bjar, inkella zewg
ghejun, wahda fejn ta’ Konsolat u l-ohra xi mitt
pass il fuq mill-kappella ta’ Selmun. Issa dawn
I-imberkin ghejun kellhom manku li kellek toqghod
izzommu maghfus biex l-ilma jibga’ hiereg. Imma
ghal kollox hemm soluzzjoni. Xi hadd hareg bl-idea
li jekk iddeffes lagxa bejn il-manku u 1l-ghajn, dan
kien jehel u l-ilma kien jibga’ jnixxi bla ma jieqaf,
qisu l-ilma li Mose kien hareg mill-blat tad-dezert!

L-ilma kien dejjem problema f’Selmun. FI-
1920, il-kappillan ta’ Selmun kiteb lill-Gvernatur
biex jghidlu li ma kienx hemm ilma bizzejjed ghall-
mitejn ruh li kien hemm jghixu f’dan I-irhajjel. Is-
soluzzjoni moghtija kienet li jerga’ jsir kif kien sar
f1-1917: titwahhal kanna fuq barra tal-Mellieha u
I-abitanti ta’ Selmun jiehdu I-ilma minnha u jgorruh
bil-karrettun lejn djarhom. Dan ghaliex ma kienx
hemm fondi bizzejjed biex isir main tal-ilma. II-
kappillan ma qatax qalbu; saqsa jekk il-Gvern setax
minflok jitfa’ sitt btieti ilma kuljum fil-bir tal-hnejja.
Langas din ma ghogbithom lill-Inglizi ghax qalu
li 1-bir kien fi stat hazin u biex tghaxxagha, l-ilma
seta’ jigi kkontaminat bil-mikrobi u hmieg 1i kien

ikun hemm mal-bramel tan-nies meta dawn jimlew
l-ilma bihom. Allura n-nies ta’ Selmun kellhom
jitqannew bil-garr tal-ilma kuljum mill-Mellieha.’

Drenagg ma kienx hemm. Xi zewg familji
fortunati kellhom fossa; il-bqija, kif qal Leli, ‘bhal
tac-Cina,” jigifieri agbad is-satal u itfa’ kollox fil-pal
tal-bajtar jew fir-raba’. Fis-sajf, l-irqad kien fuq xi
xkora fuq il-bejt ghall-frisk imma meta l-ewwel xita
ta’ Settembru kienet tkec¢i lil kulhadd ’il gewwa,
kienu jorqdu fil-kmamar tat-tiben.

Leli 1-Blaj jiftakar sitt qighan fix-Xaghra tal-
Hawlija. Issa x-xaghra kienet privata, allura kull
meta kienu jidirsu fiha kienu jaghtu tomna qamh
bhala hlas lil sidha. F’Mejju kienu jippreparaw il-
giegha. L-ewwel jongxuha biex inehhu xi haxix
li jkun kiber, imbaghad jikinsuha, ixarrbuha u
jghaddu romblu tal-gebel minn fugha biex iwittuha
u jballtuha. Fl-ahhar kienu jghattuha bit-tiben
biex ix-xemx ma tnixxifx l-art f’salt. U l-ewwel li
kienu jidirsu ma kienx il-qamh jew ix-xghir imma
¢-cukkarda jew gulbiena bajda, peress li din kienet
tilhaq l-ewwel. Idawru l-bhejjem fugha sakemm
iz-zerriegha tinfired minn max-xitla mbaskta bix-
xemx, imbaghad jgholluha (iderruha) bil-midra
biex ir-rih jifred iz-zerriegha mill-kumplament.

Leli kien jghin lil Dun Guzepp igaddes fil-
kappella tal-Palazz, u xhin sagsejtu jekk jiftakarx xi
haga mill-quddiesa, kien pront beda jghid it-talb bil-
Latin. U mid-dehra kien joqghod attent hafna ghal
dak li kien jghallmu Dun Guzepp, ghax li kieku ma
waqgqaftux, kien ikolli nisma’ quddiesa mill-bidu
sal-ahhar bla hsieb!®

li-harruba haduha maghhom!

Il-gwerra affettwat lill-komunitajiet’ ta’ Selmun
b’modi differenti. Sahansitra minn qabel il-gwerra
beda l-inkwiet. Karmnu tal-Blaj kellu habel raba’
u harruba fix-Xaghra tal-Bur tal-Harruba. Darba
minnhom raw xi nies jiehdu l-qisien fuq il-blat u
ftit wara harget l-ordni li kull minn kellu I-art f’dik
il-hara kellu jdabbar rasu ghax kienet se tinbena
fortizza. Kien hemm minn kellu razzett fl-inhawi u
dawn hadu kumpens permezz ta’ kmamar int u diehel

Salvu Bartolo taz-Zomblu fugq il-qgiegha fix-xaghra tal-Hawlija.
Ritratt: Kollezzjoni privata.
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lejn il-fortizza. Tal-Blaj ma kellhom xejn ghajr ftit
pizelli u dik l-imbierka harruba imma Karmnu
fettillu 1i dik kellu jehodha mieghu wkoll, la kienet
tieghu. Allura gieb lil huh u kisser minn hemm u
sserra minn hawn, kaxkruha maghhom. Imbaghad,
kull meta ma kienx ikun galbu ghar-raba’ minhabba
x-xita, Karmnu kien jinfexx fiz-zkuk u jkissirhom
bic¢iet zghar bil-bagqun biex isajru bihom.

Hekk kif faqqghet il-gwerra, tal-Blaj idde¢idew
li jmorru jistkennu fil-migbha tal-Wied tal-Kalkara
billejl. Imma kif waslu hemm sabu li gabilhom
kien hemm ga nofs il-Mellieha! Barra minn hekk,
Leli nduna li mal-harruba, fuq barra tal-migbha,
kien hemm xi tliet xkubetti jew snieter. Dawn
kienu gabuhom maghhom xi Mellehin halli f’kaz
li t-Taljani jew il-Germanizi kien ifettlilhom
jaghmlu xi nzul, kienu jilgghuhom bil-musketterija
u ¢-comb. Forsi ftit hasbu li r-risposta tal-ghadu
kienet se tkun b’armi aktar moderni u gerrieda milli
b’sempli¢iment snieter tal-kacca.'”

‘Kinna nghixu maghhem’
Leli jsemmi li fil-bajja tal-Mistra kien hemm
zewg ajruplani tal-bahar Inglizi Short Sunderlands.
Dawn kienu jintuzaw biex ifittxu s-sottomarini
tal-ghadu, fost affarijiet ohra. Darba, waqt li kien
sejjer l-iskola, ra zewg ajruplani Germanizi gishom
tikka fis-smewwiet, iduru dawra mejt. Leli fettillu
li dawn il-Germanizi kellhom ghalih u kif rahom
joghdsu kien pront stahba go kmajra tas-sejjieh.
Imma I-ghadu kellu f’mohhu l-ajruplani tal-bahar,
mhux lil Leli. Sema’ xebgha sparar u ghalkemm
xtaq jibga’ jinvestiga, sema’ jidwi go mohhu l-kliem
tas-surmast u rega’ qabad trigtu lejn l-iskola. Wara,
xi hadd qallu li wiehed mill-ajruplani Inglizi kien
intlaqat, ha n-nar u ghereq fil-bajja. Leli jsemmi
wkoll li fil-Mistra kien hemm tinda kbira fejn kienu
jinzammu dawn is-Sunderlands meta jittellghu l-art.
Wara l-gwerra, il-fdalijiet tal-ajruplan mgharraq
gew sploduti biex titnaddaf il-bajja.

L-arjuplan Short Sunderland jaqbad fil-Bajja tal-Mistra wara li gie
mmabxingjat mill-ajruplani Germanizi. Ritratt: Anthony Rogers.

Imma I-gwerra ma gibitx biss ghaks u faqar. Leli
jiftakar is-suldati stazzjonati fil-beachposts madwar
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Selmun u kif qalli, ‘konna nghixu maghhom’, fis-
sens li hafna drabi, is-suldati kienu jaghtu ftit mir-
razzjon taghhom lit-tfal. Is-sitwazzjoni tjiebet aktar
f1-1943, meta x-xghari ta’ Selmun imtlew bit-tined
tal-8th Army qabel l-invazjoni ta’ Sqallija. Leli u
tfal ohra kienu jmorru hdejhom u jpartu l-patata
mal-gallettini. Meta dawn is-suldati telqu habta u
sabta biex jinzlu fi Sqallija, kien hemm minn sab ix-
xoqqa f’moxtha u ghabba karrettuni shah bit-tined,
kutri u rimozolji ohra li hallew warajhom fix-xghari
ta’ Selmun.

Grajja ohra f’mohh Leli hija meta ra ajruplan
enormi b’erba’ magni gej lejn Selmun. F’daqqa
wahda, is-sema mtliet b’umbrelel bojod hekk kif
I-ekwipagg tal-ajruplan abbandunah peress li kien
milqut. Leli jiftakar fejn nizlu hamsa minn dawk ta’
fuqu: fir-ramla tal-Mistra, fil-Bajjad, fejn il-Palazz,
fix-xaghra ta’ Gardillu u f’Qasam Barrani. Dak li
gie fil-Bajjad tahan siequ u tellghuh fuq stretcher.
Hekk kif waslu bih fejn il-Palazz, iltaga’ ma’ siechbu
u tghidx kemm ghannqu lil xulxin."" L-ajruplan
baga’ jtir sakemm nizel fil-bahar ’il barra mill-
Gzejjer Maltin. Din il-grajja hija mnizzla wkoll fl-
okkorrenzi tal-pulizija tad-19 ta’ Lulju 1943, fejn
hemm imsemmi li b’kollox, il-pulizija raw tmien
membri tal-ekwipagg jagbzu mill-ajruplan'? Flying
Fortress'® tal-Airforce Amerikana. Fil-fatt, dan
I-ajruplan kellu ekwipagg ta’ ghaxra. Id-disa’ wiehed
ingabar mill-bahar minn dghajsa tas-salvatagg.
L-iehor, aktarx il-pilota, hadd ma jaf x’sar minnu.
Aktarx li baqa’ jzomm il-Flying Fortress jittajjar
dritt sakemm qgabzu shabu imma mhux maghruf
jekk hu salvax ukoll.'

Dwal misterjuzi

L-anzjani ta’ Selmun kellhom hafna rakkonti.
Wiehed minnhom, migbur mill-awtur Paul P. Borg,
jeghid li darba wahda, xi bdiewa kienu ged jahdmu
billejl fuq il-Gzejjer meta lemhu dawl qawwi fuq
il-gzira ta’ barra u bdew jisimghu xi daqq ukoll.
Wiehed tifel xtaq imur jara x’kien qed jigri imma
missieru ma halliehx u qallu ‘Dawk tas-Setta
ibni!” 1zda kif sebah, it-tifel ghelbitu 1-kurzita u
mar jittawwal imma ma sab xejn, lanqas imqar xi
haxix mghaffeg biex juri li mal-lejl kien hemm
xi hadd!"> Dan ir-rakkont jista’ jkun ibbazat fuq
storja li sehhet tassew. Fil-lejl tal-11 ta’ Settembru
1932, diversi persuni marru l-ghassa ta’ San Pawl
il-Bahar jirrapportaw li kienu ged jisimghu xi nies
jghajtu mill-inhawi tal-Gzejjer, qishom ged jitolbu
l-ghajnuna.'® Fl-istess hin bdew jaraw hafna dwal
ipetptu, gisu xi hadd kien ged jixghel xi sulfarini.
Dak il-hin stess, is-Surgent 20 G. Fenech, il-
Kuntistabbli 147 G. Stellini u zewg persuni ohra
rikbu f’dghajsa tas-sajd u rhewlha lejn il-Gzejjer
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imma la lemhu u langas semghu xejn aktar. Biex
zgur ikunu certi, ghamlu tfittxija wkoll mal-kosta
ta’ Selmun imma ta’ xejn. Il-misteru ta’ x’kien dak
li raw u semghu dak il-lejl in-nies ta’ San Pawl il-
Bahar baqga’ qatt ma gie solvut."”

‘Kien gisna I-harracks.

Ninu Bonanno, missieru Ganni minn tan-Nizz
u ta’ Ggejna u ommu Vitora, minn ta’ Gerbulin u
tal-Plajten, bhal Leli tal-Blaj, kien imur l-iskola
I-Mellieha. Il-Mellicha tharatha jdur skejjel
differenti; tghallem f’zewg kmamar quddiem tas-
Sorijiet, fic-Centru, f'Ta’ Snajjin, imbaghad fejn
illum hemm il-kazin tal-Labour u fl-ahhar fl-iskola
I-g¢dida. Jiftakar li wiehed mill-aktar ghalliema li
kien jiehu interess fl-istudenti kien is-Sur Kristinu
Borg tat-Tabakku. Ninu jiftakar kif gieli zammhom
wara I-hin biex ikompli I-lezzjonijiet.

Kuljum filghodu, is-Sur Borg kien jibda l-gurnata
b’nofs siegha P.E. Issa, peress li dan I-ghalliem kien
ghamel xi zmien fl-armata, il-P.E. kien aktar qisu
drill tas-suldati milli sports u kif qalli Ninu, ‘bl-
ghajjat u storbju, kien gisna [-barracks.’” Darba,
id-Dipartiment tal-Edukazzjoni baghat ghalliem
tal-Isport Ingliz u dan ghamel ezami lill-klassijiet
kollha tal-Mellieha. Wara erbat ijiem, is-surmast
baghat ghas-Sur Borg u wara ftit, it-tfal rawh gej
lura ferhan se jtir bi gwarni¢ dagsxiex b’certifikat
go fih. Il-klassi taghhom kienet hadet 1-ewwel!

Imbaghad kien hemm dik l-imbierka dictation.

Leli Vella I-Blaj fir-raba Ritratt: Familja Vella.
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Min kien igib aktar minn tlieta hziena kien jibla’
I-kliem kollha ghal ghaxar darbiet. Issa Fredu
Sammut ir-Ratal kienet gietu idea genjali. Bil-
pacenzja kollha, ikkopja dictation minnhom ghal
ghaxar darbiet fuq karta tas-siment u meta Ninu
kien jehel, ir-Ratal kien isellifhielu ftit. Meta s-Sur
Borg kien isagsi lil Ninu kienx ghamel it-tiswija
penitenza, skont il-ligi tal-klassi, dan kien pront
jibda jxejjer il-karta tas-siment. Ninu kellu suspett
kbir li I-ghalliem kien jaf x’qed jigri imma peress li
kellu r-raba’ fejn ta’ missieru, ‘kien ibexxaq ghajn
wahda!’'®

li-Festa ta’ Selmun

Bhall-kumplament tal-hajja f’Selmun, anke
I-festa kienet wahda semplici. Kienet issir huggiega
u mar¢ tat-tfal bil-laned, ghotjien tal-bottijiet u
¢ekeik iehor. Karmnu Vella tan-Nahlu kien iqabbad
in-nar u wagqt is-Santu kien jibda jitfa’ l-iskratac¢
imbjank fil-fjammi u dawn kienu jiehdu wiehed
wara l-iehor u jservu ta’ murtali.

Kienet issir ukoll tellieqa bil-hmir, li kienet tibda
minn fejn illum hemm il-kappella u tispi¢é¢a fejn il-
palazz. Darba minnhom, wagqt din il-kompetizzjoni,
il-hmara ta’ Kullatu, 1i ma kinitx wahda mill-
partecipanti, harbet lil sidha, ghaddiet lill-hmir
kollha u hadet l-ewwel! Li gara kien li din il-hmara
kienet tkun maghluqa fi¢-Cikken ta’ quddiem il-
palazz u kif sabet ruhha hielsa, kienet pront taret
bhal sajjetta biex tmur lura f’postha u spiccat
rebbieha bla hsieb.

Attivita interessanti ohra fil-festa kienet tinkludi
l-arblu antik tat-telefon 1li kien jinsab fil-Lbic¢
tal-Palazz. Dan kien jindilek bix-xaham u tahtu
jitpoggew kemm Alla halaq tiben u saqqijiet ghal
li jista’ jinqala’. Man-naha ta’ fuq kienu jiddendlu
zalzett, fliexken tal-inbid u affarijiet ohra. Tattika
biex tilhaq dak il-gid imdendel kienet tikkonsisti li
isfel joqghod wiehed b’sahhtu u shabu jitilghu fuqu.
Dawk li kienu jaghmluha ta’ xadini kien ikollhom
arma sigrieta fil-but: tiben biex bih jimshu x-xaham
sakemm fl-ahhar jilhqu l-premjijiet fil-gholi. Min
kien jizloq, jekk tigih tajba, kien isib xi saqqu jew
il-munzell tiben jistennieh.

Haga ohra interessanti li jsemmi Ninu kienet
li wahda Ingliza, li kienet tiehu hsieb il-Palazz ta’
Selmun, ma riditx 1i Guzepp Bartolo taz-Zomblu
jzejjen il-faccata ta’ din il-binja maestuza ghall-
festa, ghax hasbet li kien se jarmaha bil-fjakkoli.
Accettat biss meta assigurawha li kienu se jaghmlu
bottijiet bit-trab u xemgha go fihom. Dan ghaliex
bezghet li I-fjakkoli setghu jaghmlu l-hsara lill-
gebel tal-binja. Kif qal Ninu, din il-barranija kien
aktar jinteressaha mill-wirt kulturali ta’ Malta mill-
Maltin stess. B’dispjacir, Ninu jiftakar kif darba
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minnhom, fejn ir-razzett tan-Nahlu, ra munzell
‘imbarazz’. Induna li kienu I-fdalijiet tal-artal tal-
kappella tal-Palazz; kienu farrkuh dawk li hadu
I-Palazz taht idejhom biex ikunu jistghu jdeffsu xi
zewg imwejjed ohra fil-maqdes, li issa kien inbidel
f’restorant."”

Il-Palazz ta’ Selmun, i¢-Cikken u I-irziezet qabel it-Tieni Gwerra
Dinjija. Dawk li gishom sigar huma fil-fatt munzelli ta’ silla jew
hatab mahzuna fugq I-irziezet. L-arblu tat-telefon fuq ix-xellug
huwa dak li kien jindilek bix-xaham ghall-kukkanja fil-festa.
Ritratt: Kollezzjoni privata.

Uniformijiet u Incendiaries

Vitora, omm Ninu, kellha tlieta minn uliedha
bandisti mal-Banda Imperial. Kellha kedda biex
tahslilhom l-uniformijiet bojod silg tal-banda.
Kienet tlesti kaldarun enormi fuq kenur, tqatta’
s-sapun tac¢-cavetta u s-soder, titfa’ l-ilma, taghmel
bic¢¢a drapp bajda fughom u tghatti 1-kaldarun li ma
tmurx taqa’ xi bi¢¢a nugrufun fl-ilma.

Imbaghad problema biex issib bizzejjed hatab
biex tghalli dagstant ilma, ghax barra li kull familja
kienet tuza I-injam ghat-tisjir, fil-Mellieha u Selmun
kien hemm tal-anqas tmint ifran. Allura x-xghari
kienu jitgaxgxu minn kull xewka u hatba. Kollox
kien jingabar, hlief is-saghtar, ghax inkella n-nahal
ma kienx ikollu fuq xiex jirgha. Tant kemm kien
skars I-injam li xi Zabbara tal-harrub kienu jithallsu
bil-frieghi li jaqtghu huma stess.

Ulied Vitora gieli sabu xi bi¢ca tyre ghall-kenur
imma anke dawn kienu skarsi peress li karozzi ftit
kien hawn. Allura kienu jirrikorru ghall-bombi
incendiaries 1li ntefghu fil-gwerra mit-Taljani u
1-Germanizi u li ma kinux hadu. Kienu jsibuhom
mxerrda 1 hemm u ’l hawn fix-xghari jew fuq xi
hajt tas-sejjieh. L-ewwel jifthu I-bomba, imbaghad
ifarrku l-materjal incendjarju ta’ gewwa b’xebgha
martell u fl-ahhar jitfghuh fil-kenur taht il-kaldarun.
Issa dan kien idum biex jagbad imma meta fl-ahhar
jiehu n-nar, ma kont titfih b’xejn. Tant kemm kien
jaghti dawl abjad qawwi, qisu mhallat b’hafna kuluri,
li kien idejqek, gisu ged thares lejn il-welding. Waqt
li kienet tghalli 1-hwejjeg, Vitora kienet tghanni
xi ghanjiet fosthom °‘ll-gattusa bebbuxija, kemm
taf tagbad il-gurdien, tagbadlu saqajh ta’ wara, u
thallilu ta’ quddiem.’

Meta fl-ahhar il-hwejjeg jaghlu, l-operazzjoni
ma kinitx tkun lesta. L-ewwel kienet thallihom
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Bomba incendjarja Taljana. Hut Ninu kienu jifthu dawn il-bombi,
ikissru I-materjal ta’ gewwa u jitfghuh fil-kenur mal-hatab
biex ommhom tkun tista’ tghalli I-hwejjeg fil-kaldarun. Ritratt:
Kollezzjoni privata.
jikshu fil-kaldarun stess ghax jekk tohroghom meta
jkunu ghadhom jaharqu jikshu f’salt u d-drapp jitlef
is-sahha. Wara tahsilhom, tlahlahhom, ittthom il-
blu, tonxorhom, ittihom il-lamtu (starch) u jibqa’
I-moghdija. Il-hadida kienet timsahha b’bi¢ca
niedja u tghattiha, ma tmurx tithammgilha u
¢cappas xi uniformi u jkollha terga’ tibda mill-bidu!
U skont Ninu, hutu tant kemm kienu jkunu puliti
bl-uniformijiet li bejnhom u bejn ir-Re Gorg V, ma

kienx ikun hemm differenza.”

Diam ¢appa

Haga impressjonanti kienet id-dlam li kien
jirrenja fil-pajjiz qabel u wara l-gwerra. Dan kellu
I-vantaggi tieghu ghax il-kwiekeb kienu jidhru
sew. Meta kien jorqod fuq il-bejt fis-sajf, Ninu kien
jinnota t-Trajja’!, konstellazzjoni ta’ stilel tixbah
lil pagna (qisha tagen) u li skont fejn kienet tkun
waslet fis-sema kienu jikkalkulaw il-hin. Kienu
jaraw ukoll ‘It-Triq ta’ Sant’Anna’ (il-Milky Way).
Ommu kienet tghidlu li jekk jifli s-sema sew, seta’
anke jara lil Sant’ Anna ghaddejja imma hu la qatt ra
lilha u wisq anqas lil San Gwakkin! Tant kemm kien
hemm dlam li meta hu u huh Danjel kienu jmorru
Tat-Tomna biex jarmaw ghall-gamiem qabel ma
jisbah, il-dawl tal-fanal tal-Gordan t’Ghawdex kien
jaghmel id-dell warajhom fix-xaghra.

Imma xi drabi, f’qamar kwinta, ir-raba’ kienet
tiehu l-hajja. Dan ghaliex xi bdiewa kienu jaghmlu
x-xoghol fid-dawl ta’ qamar. Perezempju kemm
Ninu kif ukoll Leli 1-Blaj jiftakru I-Gzejjer jinhadmu
billejl. Grajja li jiftakar Ninu kienet li darba, xi hadd
issellef baqra minghand bidwi li kellu r-razzett flok
il-Fortizza Campbell. Din il-baqra kellhom bzonnha
fuq il-Gzejjer biex jahartu, allura filghaxija rabtuha
wara frejgatina u kellha tghum warajhom sakemm
waslu l-art. Imma filghodu ma sabuhiex hemm.
Li gara kien li din il-baqra kellha ghogol, li kienu
hallewh fir-razzett. Mal-lejl semghetu jghajjat,
faqghet ix-xatba fejn kienet mizmuma, qasmet il-
fliegu ta’ bejn Selmun u 1-Blata bil-ghawm u marret
lura fejn il-ferh taghha.”
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Ninu Bonanno flimkien ma’ ommu Vitora fuq il-qgiegha. Ritratt:
Kollezzjoni privata.

Bajd fil-pramm

Danjel Bonanno, li jigi hu Ninu, ukoll jiftakar
il-hajja trankwilla ta’ Selmun. Huwa kien ipoggi
I-madum, imbaghad dahal jahdem mal-Inglizi, u
meta dawn telqu fl-1979, rega’ spi¢c¢a minn fejn
kien beda, ma’ Karmnu tal-Madum. Kien ukoll
jiehu r-ritratti fit-tigijiet, tant li martu Mary qaltli 1i
xi whud saru jafuh bhala ‘Tar-Ritratti’.

Selmun ta’ tfulitu ddeskrivih fi ftit kelmiet:
‘Bdiewa, karrettuni telghin u nizlin u kulhadd fir-
raba”. Ghall-ilma kellhom spiera; ilma tajjeb
imma mhux abbundanti. Meta kienu jsaqgqu minnha
I-gardina 1li kellhom quddiem ir-razzett, kienu
jarmaw il-grubja, barmil tiela’ mill-ispiera u l-iehor
niezel.

Kienu jrabbu wkoll xi annimali: naghag, fniek
u tigieg. Is-suf tan-nghag kienu jahsluh u jaghmluh
hajt bil-maghzel. Il-bajd kienu jbighuh peress li
kien ikollhom mal-200 tigiega. Kienet tigi wahda
mlaggma Gandarjuwa, iddur bil-pramm, tixtri
I-bajd li kien ikollhom u tpoggih go fiha. Imma ma
kinitx tbighu 1-Mellieha, ghax kif qalli Danjel, dak

dar?

Manuvri misterjuzi u suldati finta

Storja li hija ttimbrata f’mohh Danjel hija meta
fil-gwerra feggew xi suldati armati b’tank tal-
gwerra ’l isfel mir-razzett taghhom, li kien jinsab
pass ’il boghod mit-triq l-antika li kienet taghti mill-
Migduma ghal Selmun. Huwa rahom iwahhlu bhal
zewg travi weqfin mal-art, imbaghad jaghmlu bi¢¢a
in¢irata jew lizar twil maghhom. It-tank beda jsuq
ghal fuq din l-in¢irata u jieqaf.* Dak li lemah Danjel
aktarx li hemm spjega tieghu fi ktieb li kien hareg
fi zmien il-gwerra biex iharreg lill-Home Guard
fil-glied. II-Home Guard kienet maghmula minn
anzjani, tfal jew ohrajn li ghal xi raguni medika
ma setghux jinqabdu bil-lieva imma minflok kienu
jitharrgu ta’ suldati volontarjament.

Dan il-manwal ta’ tahrig jispjega kif il-membri
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tal-ekwipagg ta’ tank tal-gwerra kellhom zvantagg
kbir; meta jkunu maghlugin gol-vettura, kienu
jistghu jittawlu biss minn xquq rettangolari zghar.
Skont l-awtur tal-ktieb, kien hemm mod ‘facli’ kif
twaqqaf tank tal-ghadu. L-ewwel ridt tpoggi lizar
marbut b’wajer mal-art bejn zewg posti ta’ xatba.
Fugq kull naha tal-lizar kien ikun hemm suldat mohbi
go xi hatba, izomm tarf tal-wajer. Hekk kif it-tank
jasal max-xatba, dawn iz-zewg eroj (jew imgienen)
kellhom johorgu jigru u jghattu t-tank bil-lizar,
gishom ged jaqilbu fuq xi gamiema bil-mansab!
B’hekk, is-sewwieq kien ikollu jieqaf ghax ma kien
ikun ged jara xejn. Imbaghad kienu jfiggu s-suldati
I-ohrajn; min armat b’lieva biex jaqla’ I-katina tat-
tank u min bi flixkun tal-petrol f’idu biex iwaddbu
fuq il-magna halli din tiehu n-nar.”

Forsi l-awtur ta’ dan il-ktieb m’ghaddilux minn
mohhu li tank rari kien ikun wahdu imma dejjem
kienu jkunu minn tal-anqas tnejn jew tlieta. Allura,
hekk kif it-tnejn bil-lizar kienu jfiggu biex iwettqu
dmirhom, dawn kienu se jispiccaw fil-mira tal-
machine guns tat-tankijiet 1-ohra u l-operazzjoni kien
ikollha tieqaf hesrem. Jista’ jkun li peress li I-kittieb
ma kienx se jaghmel din il-bi¢¢a xoghol hu, ftit li
xejn qaghad jahseb x’setghu jkunu I-konsegwenzi.

Difiza ohra kontra t-tankijiet kienu t-trinek fondi
mhaffrin fit-toroq. L-idea kienet li jekk il-vettura
armata tal-ghadu tazzarda taqsam dawn il-kanali,
kienet taga’ fihom u tehel hemm. Mal-gurnata, biex
it-trakkijiet u l-karozzi tal-militar setghu jghaddu,
kien jitpogga pont tal-injam fuq dawn il-fossijiet.
Issa Danjel u shabu kien 1-hena taghhom jistennew
xi trakk gej halli jidhlu taht il-pont li kien hemm
ftit metri ’1 fuq minn fejn illum issib l-istage tal-
linja tal-Migduma. Dan biex jisimghuh ifaqqa’
u jéekcek hekk kif it-trakk jghaddi minn fuqu. II-
problema kienet wahda. Peress li fil-gwerra, vetturi
ftit kien hawn, gieli ghamlu nofstanhar jistennew
bil-hniena sakemm fl-ahhar kienet tfigg xi karozza
jew xi trakk u taqtghalhom xewqthom.?® Issa dawn
I-imberkin ta’ pontijiet tal-injam ta’ spiss kienu
jispiccaw fil-mira tal-hallelin. Dan ghaliex kienu
jkunu mghaqqdin b hafna boltijiet u skorfini u kull
min sab i¢-¢ans, zarma kemm felah minnhom. Tant
kemm garrew hadid minn dawn il-pontijiet 1i whud
bdew jizzarmaw u jaqghu bicciet. It-tajba kienet li
ghall-ewwel, kienu wehlu I-inginiera Inglizi li kienu
armawhom; dawn gew akkuzati li kienu ghamlu
xoghol ta’ kafkaf!?’

Danjel jiftakar ukoll forom ta’ suldati tal-injam,
mill-qadd ’il fuq, impoggija fuq il-hitan tas-sejjieh.
Kien hemm xi tlieta minnhom fejn i¢-Cangar u
ohrajn imferrxin ’1 hemm u "1 hawn.”® Suppost dawn
kellhom iservu biex f’kaz ta’ invazjoni, l-ghadu
jispara fughom u jikxef fejn kien gieghed. Imma
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dawn is-suldati finta, bhall-boltijiet tal-pontijiet,
kienu ta’ spiss jisparixxu! Dan ghaliex xi bdiewa sabu
uzu ahjar ghalihom; kienu jisirquhom, iqattghuhom
bicciet u juzawhom bhala hatab ghall-kenur.”

Ix-xtut kienu maghlugin b’gegwigija ta’ barbed
wajer. F'xi postijiet, dan il-wajer imxewwek kien
jikkonsisti fi tliet rombli mal-art, zewg rombli ohra
mitfugha fuqu u romblu iehor fuq nett, tant li kien
jigi gholi dags bniedem jew aktar.®

Biex twahhal dan il-wajer f’postu saret hafna
hsara lill-bdiewa ta’ Selmun. Bizzejjed naghtu zewg
ezempji: Fit-2 ta’ Ottubru 1939, John Vella, iben
Victor tal-Blaj, u Gamri Cauchi, iben Grazio ta’
Gejges, irrappurtaw li suldati tal-KOMR u tal-Irish
Fusiliers dahlu fir-raba’ taghhom fil-Blata u ghamlu
herba mill-prodotti u mill-hamrija biex poggew
il-barbed wajer. Anke biex tnehha kollox wara
I-gwerra nqala’ l-inkwiet. Perezempju, f’Novembru
tal-1945, Vincent Borg, iben Salvu tal-Melliehi,
sab il-gulbiena mishuqa fl-Imgiebah u nduna li xi
suldati kienu ghaddewlu minn go fiha biex zarmaw
dan il-wajer li tant gieghel bdiewa jghidu litaniji bil-
maqlub.*!

Helsuha hafif

Lejla minnhom, il-familja ta’ Danjel kienu reqdin
fir-razzett meta f’daqqa wahda qam ghagha shih.
Ajruplan tal-ghadu fettillu jitlaq partita bombi zghar
u tal-hruq fl-inhawi ta’ Selmun u bomba minnhom
giet vicin ir-razzett taghhom. Danjel jiftakar li gam
mahsud qalb id-duhhan u t-trab. Wara nduna li
kemm hu u hutu kienu helsuha hafif. Bl-ispluzjoni,
waqghu seba’ xorok mis-saqaf u b’xorti tajba,
minflok gew fughom u difnuhom hajjin, spi¢ccaw
fuq raff u minkejja li dan i¢¢aqlaq minn postu, ma
cediex. Hekk kif hargu mir-razzett, raw ghexieren
ta’ hgejjeg zghar li kienu jaslu sal-Imgarr, juru
t-triq minn fejn kien ghadda l-ajruplan hu u jitlaq
it-taghbija gerrieda tieghu.*

Mary, mart Danjel, semmiet kif is-suldati tal-
KOMR kienu hadu taht idejhom garaxx li kellhom
fil-Mellieha. Lil dan il-garaxx, it-truppi malajr
ghammduh bl-isem ta’ Holiday Inn! Tiftakar ukoll kif
zitha Mananni kienet tbezzaghha b’‘tal-Gezwiera’.
Dawn ma kienu xejn ghajr is-suldati Skoc¢izi libsin
il-kilt, ghaddejjin mit-toroq tal-Mellicha jdoqqu
I-bagpipes imma kif kienet tarahom gejjin, Mary
kienet tkun pronta tisparixxi gewwa!*?

Konkluzjoni

Is-semplicita tal-irhajjel ta’ Selmun intilfet bil-
mod il-mod b’dak li jissejjah progress. L-invazjoni
ta’ nies kull nhar ta’ Hadd u fil-festi, biex igawdu
l-arja u I-ftuh, wasslet biex il-kampanja tal-inhawi
timtela’ biz-zibel, biex il-Fortizza Campbell tigi

vandalizzata u misruqa, u biex I-ghelieqi li xi darba
kienu jfuru bil-qamh u x-xghir jispi¢caw mithuna
taht ir-roti tal-vetturi. L-ironija hija din: kif il-
bniedem dejjem ifittex postijiet mhux mittiefsa biex
igawdi l-gmiel taghhom imma kull fejn jidhol hu,
ifarrak u jkisser. Imbaghad, xhin il-post jingered
darba ghal dejjem, ifittex postijiet vergni ohra u
I-hsara tkompli tinfirex qisha xi marda gerrieda li
m’ghandhiex kura...

L-awtur jixtieq jirringrazzja lil dawn il-persuni, li
minghajrhom dan l-artiklu ma setax ikun possibbli:—
Anthony Rogers, Paul P. Borg, Paul R. Vella, Mario
Vella, Leli u Karmni Vella, Danjel u Mary Bonanno,
Ninu u Mary Bonanno, Stefan Borg, Charles Borg,
Simon Mifsud, David Bartolo, Ruben Vella u l-istaff
tal-Arkivji Nazzjonali ta’ Malta.
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Last year, I wrote about the wealth of Malta’s
musical heritage and how it is being rediscovered.
Before that, during the enforced lockdown, I shared
with you how I made use of that time to delve
further into my family tree. This year, I am going to
combine those two interests to bring to life one of
Malta’s oft-forgotten musical sons.

During the spring of this year, I was involved in
a wonderful celebration of Maltese operatic music
spanning over two hundred years. Organised by
Dr Reuben Pace, this musical banquet featured:
Giuseppe Arena (1709-84); Girolamo Abos (1715-
60); Nicolo Isouard (1773-1818); Francesco
Schira (1809-83); Anton Nani (1842-1929);
Giuseppe Camilleri (1903-76), and Carmelo Pace
(1906-93). While I was rehearsing and playing this
delightful music, I thought I recognised the style of
Francesco Schira. It sounded very much like Balfe
(especially Bohemian Girl) and Sullivan. I needed
to find out more. Fortunately, the Maltese mezzo-
soprano Clare Ghigo had researched quite a bit in
order to stage this event and she was able to point
me in the right direction.

As it turns out, Signor Schira is a classic example
of don’t believe everything you read on the internet.
When was he born? Where was he born? Was he
an average jobbing composer and teacher or was
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Gelebrating Maita’s Musical
Heritage: Francesco Schira

Geoff Thomas

he up there with Verdi as one of the
giants of the late 19" century? There
is conflicting contemporary evidence
in each case. Some things are certain,
however, so let’s look at the evidence.

First, two reputable sources, Grove’s
dictionary and Ricordi publishers, give
his date of birth as 21 August 1809 in
Malta. Wiki (and others) give his birth
date as Sept. 19, 1815, or even October
19, 1809. However, when he died in
London on 15 October 1883, his age
was given as 74, confirming the earlier
date.

He was one of four children born to a father who
was a singer and a mother who was a ballerina. There
seems to be some confusion between Francesco
and his brother Vincenzo, not least because there
was another Vincenzo Schira (also on the books
of Ricordi) who was born in 1802 — but in Spain —
and who died of cholera in Portugal in 1857. Some
of Francesco’s compositions were erroneously
attributed to this man as Francesco also lived in
Lisbon for about 10 years.

The Schira family moved to Milan, where
Francesco studied (at the Conservatorio) and had his
first opera, Elena e Malvina performed at La Scala
on November 17", 1832. He was head-hunted by a
Portuguese impresario and soon moved to Lisbon
as Maestro Direttore, Compositore e Conduttore
della Musica at the Santo Carlos. He remained for
eight years in Lisbon where he was also appointed
Professor of Harmony and Counterpoint at the
Conservatory, composing I Cavalieri di Valenza and
1l Fanatico per la Musica, besides ballets, cantatas,
etc. He also conducted operatic performances at
the Teatro della Citta di Oporto. Although I have
found no concrete evidence to support my theory,
it is likely that he married here. He certainly had a
daughter (who had married a Portuguese) who was
named in his will.
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SCHIRA Francesco.

28 May.

Administration of the Personal Estate of

Francesco Schira late of 60 Welbeck-street Cavendish-square

Porsonal Estate £2,102 15s. 10d.

in the County of Middlesex Musician who died 15 October

1883 at 60 Welbeck-street was granted at the Principal
Registry under the usual Limitations to George Frederick
Jefforys of 67 Berners-street in the said County Music
Publisher the lawful Attorney of Angelica Josepha Schira
(Wife of F. de Miranda) the Daughter and only Next of Kin
now residing in Portugal,

His personal estate of over £2000 is worth about
£215,000 today. The fact that he lived in some of
the best parts of London is also testament to the fact
that he was doing very well. He moved to London
following another offer, this time from a Mr Maddox.
Schira was visiting Paris in search of a good book or
libretto for a new piece and was tempted to London
(a city he had visited three years earlier) as director
of music at the newly opened Princess’s Theatre.
The theatre, previously the Oxford Street Theatre,
opened on Monday, December 26, 1842. Despite
some less than favourable press reviews, Schira
was popular with the public and conducted at Drury
Lane and Covent Garden.

The Drury Lane band requires decided amelioration.
quality and of tone in the leading instruments.

From the mid-sixties until his unexpected death in
1883, Schira was busy as a singing teacher, although
he continued to compose until 1876. He continued
to travel, particularly back to Italy, and maintained
correspondence with his publisher, Ricordi, in
Milan. For the Carnival at Naples, in 1865, he wrote
another grand opera, entitled Selvaggia, which was
given with brilliant success, and was performed
at Milan, Barcelona and elsewhere. The reception
accorded to Selvaggia led to his being asked to
write another opera, Lia, for Venice. This was
also first performed during the Carnival but was
apparently not so much to the taste of the Venetians
as its precursor. Nevertheless, there are those who

There is 4 want of
The violins are much too weak

for the bass strength. We have no great confidence in the abilities of Signor

Schera as musical director,

We wish the lessee could be impressed with the

importance, in the present advanced state of musical knowledge, of making a
grand orchestral improvement, and let us no longer be under the reproach that

the Drury Lane band is inferior to a tenth-rate Parisian one.
the impressions of last and previous seasons.

We write under
We are unaware that there has

been any alterations of note, but if we find them we shall be most happy to

signalise them.

lllustrated London news, 27" September 1845

Schira’s opera Kenilworth, after Scott, was
rehearsed at Covent Garden but not produced, but the
Princess’s Theatre gave well-received productions
of his operas Mina in 1849 and Thérese, or The
Orphan of Geneva in 1850. He conducted the 1852
season at Drury Lane, but thereafter he devoted
himself to teaching singing, while continuing to
compose. His opera Nicolo de’ Lapi was produced
at Her Majesty’s Theatre in May 1863.

Francesco Schira appears on the 1861 UK census
living at 48 Queen Anne Street in Marylebone. He
gave Italy as his place of birth, and his profession as
‘Musical Composer and Professor of Singing.” At
the time of the census, he was apparently 46, which
would mean he was born in or about 1815. More
confusion.

regard ‘Lia’ as Schira’s capo di lavoro. He was
totally opposed to any style other than the Italian,
yet ‘despite his narrow musical tastes, Schira was,
after Verdi, one of the outstanding Italian opera
composers of his generation.’

The managers of the Birmingham Triennial
Festival commissioned Schira to write a cantata
for the meeting of 1873. This was one of the most
prestigious festivals of the 19th century. It began in
September 1768, and was started to help raise funds
to complete the new General Hospital on Summer
Lane. It proved to be very popular and successful,
but it took another event in 1778 to achieve the
funds required. The hospital opened September
1779. The festival ran until 1912, never restarting
after the First World War. It saw the premieres of
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Signor Schira on 29th October 1861

Mendelssohn’s Elijah, Dvoték’s Requiem, and
Elgar’s The Dream of Gerontius. Schira’s cantata
The Lord of Burleigh was performed on August
26™, 1873, the opening day of the festival, under the
composer’s baton. The story is based on Tennyson’s
poem of the same name, although it is a complete
re-write! Here are some extracts from the review in
The Musical Times of 1** October 1873:

The first novelty of the Festival, Signor Schira’s
Pastoral Cantata, “The Lord of Burleigh,” was
produced at the concert on Tuesday evening,
before a large audience, the Duke of Edinburgh
again being present. The story of Tennyson’s poem
on the subject is perhaps scarcely well adapted for
musical treatment, as two characters only are the
actors in it; but Mr Desmond L. Ryan, the author
of the libretto, has remedied this difficulty by
adding two more, Constance and Trueman.

In the setting of this Cantata, Signor Schira has
shown but little appreciation of the character
of the story, but simply using his experience
of orchestral and choral resources, to the
best advantage, and throwing in a few highly
melodious vocal solos, which belong rather to
an Italian Opera than an English Pastoral, has
succeeded in producing a composition which,

50,8 1ancester Place,
Portman Square TH .
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An extract from Nicolo dé Lapi in Schira’s own hand,

dated 1st December 1865
regarded only as abstract music, has many
points worthy of commendation, but tested by
that higher artistic standard by which the work
of so mature a composer must inevitably be
judged, can scarcely take that high rank which
the indiscriminate applause bestowed upon it
would seem to warrant. (The Victorians loved
long sentences!)

The instrumentation throughout is so crushing to
the voices as to render obscure many parts which
might with more judicious treatment have been
highly effective, for there is much good vocal
writing in the concerted portions of the work ...
if it were necessary to show that our impression
of the excessive weight of the orchestration was
shared by the general audience, we might allude
to the fact that the only two pieces encored -
the Trio “O’er seas of life,” and the Quartet
and Chorus, “How changed her state” were
unaccompanied ... The Overture and Pastoral
Processional March are favourable examples
of the composer’s orchestral writing, and both
were much and deservedly applauded. At the
conclusion of the work, Signor Schira, who
conducted, received a perfect ovation, being
recalled for renewed congratulations after he had
left the orchestra.
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My dearest friend,

I am sending you one of the most beautiful
articles which talks about my new production
which was performed last Tuesday 26th at
the Grand Festival. I had a standing ovation,
encores, and it was a magnificent performance.
I won’t say another word as everything I can say
will be found in the article.
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enough to write a short article in
the ‘Gazzetta Musicale’. Then, in
1883, came the unexpected news
of his death:

Signor Schira. The death of this
esteemed composer and professor
of the vocal art, which occurred last
Monday morning at his residence
in Welbeck Street, will be generally
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Y, regretted. He had but recently come

ﬂ"'t-’ ""0-,1 back from a visit to his relations at
; / - 7‘ Milan and died soon after his return.
/o For upwards of forty years Francesco

= &é/“: < Schira ... has been a prominent figure
g in the musical world of this city,
murieafs| where he enjoyed high consideration,

iS5 ‘I and moved in the best circles. ... His

/ death was quite unanticipated and, if

simply on that account, will be the
more deeply lamented. Schira was

This is one of many mixed reviews he received
but, as is the case today, the taste of the general public
and the informed criticism of educated musicians do
not often agree! Schira wrote to Ricordi with great
enthusiasm.

One of the many letters from Schira that are
in the Ricordi collection. Here, he is giving a
gentle hint, following his ‘royal appointment’ as
Commendatore, that his fellow artist will be kind
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the recipient of several distinguished
honours from the Italian Government, the most prized of
which is that of ‘Commendatore della Corona d’Italia’ —
prized the more because it was conferred by King
Humbert, motu proprio.

Had you heard of Schira before today? He was
certainly a new name to me, but he has left a legacy
which, despite his claims to be Italian, should be
cherished and remembered by the land of his birth.



Bdejna d-disa’ xahar tas-sena
gheneb minn tas-Settembrina,
nahsbu sabiex naghmlu festa

kif tixraq lil Marija Bambina.

Dan ir-rahal tal-Mellieha

ilu xhur ged jipprepara
jaghmel dak kollu li jista’
imhabbtu lilek qed jiddikjara.

Daqq ta’ gniepen b’ton ferriehi
li jwassal fuq il-widien,
il-kotra qieghda tingabar,
il-ferh jinhass ma’ kullimkien.

Il-knisja gieghda tintrama
dalwaqt mit-tempju nohorguk
il-patruna ta’ rahalna,
ghalhekk ahna nhobbuk.

Kull min taht il-harsa tieghek
ghex fir-rahal tal-Mellieha
lejk ingibed hekk kif lemhek
bukkett fjuri kollok fwieha.

Imnaqqgxa b’sengha kbira
minn idejn kapaci ta’ skultur
Pietru Pawl Azzopardi
ix-xoghol hariglu sew bl-unur.

Kien ghalhekk tassew jixraqlek

li jinbnielek tempju kbir,
dan jiddomina fuq ir-rahal,
thares lejh jaghtik pjacir.
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Bil-pjazza quddiem il-knisja
din imlibbsa b hafna armar
daqt tinstema’ wkoll il-banda
sabih ikun il-loghob tan-nar.

II-Kazin tal-Banda Imperial
sehem se jaghti f’din il-festa
il-mar¢i ga gew maghzula,
programm shih ga ged jitlesta.

Bil-mar¢i ddur fit-toroq,
il-programm fuq il-plancier,
kulhadd lest biex jaghti sehmu
minn qalbu u b’mod siné¢ier.

Ghalhekk din 1-ghaqda muzikali
fil-Mellieha tahdem qatigh
sabiex dak li lesta taghti
taghmlu sewwa u b’mod shih.

Jum it-8 ta’ Settembru

infakkru t-twelid tieghek,
zommna lkoll fit-triq it-tajba
sakemm naslu I-Genna mieghek.

Fittex ohrog O Madonna
biex tberikna u thennina,
b’vuc¢i wahda ghalenija
Viva Marija Bambina.

www.imperialbandclub.com s m



“Habib, kun af li qabel Alla sawwar lid-dinja
bil-gmiel taghha holom holma

t’ghelieqi, ta’ widien, gholjiet u xmajjar,

kif jaghmel kull artist gabel ma jsawwar.

“Ghalhekk meta tmur timxi fil-kampanja, ftakar
sewwa

illi ged timxi gewwa I-holma t’Alla;

irfes bil-mod, imxi bis-skiet u 1-qima ...”

Din il-poezija turina kif il-poeta Anton Buttigieg
u l-pittur George Fenech kellhom l-istess gima
lejn in-natura u t-tnejn li huma jirfsu bil-mod fiha
u jimxu fiha bis-skiet u l-qima ghax jarawha bhala
sagra.

M’hemmx differenza bejn l-ispirtu u I-materja.
Kif jghidilna Teilhard de Chardin, studjuz tal-blat u
tar-rabta tal-bnedmin ma’ Alla, l-ispirtu u I-materja,
mhux biss mhumiex kontra xulxin izda talli huma
biss aspetti differenti tal-istess realta kozmika, tal-
univers shih. Meta George Fenech ipitter il-blat, il-
widien, l-irdumijiet, il-bahar, id-dawl tax-xemx fuq
San Niklaw, Gnien Ingraw, Ghajn Znuber, Ghajn
Hadid ... ma jkunx qed ipitter biss postijiet fizici
u geologi¢i li jolqtuh fil-pajsagg fil-Mellieha u
madwarha ... ikun ged ipittirhom ukoll bhala realta
spiritwali.

George Fenech kien ipitter dak li jolqtu f’dan it-
tikka ta’ rahal, f’dan it-tikka ta’ pajjiz, f’din it-tikka
ta’ dinja fl-univers taghna. Ghal George Fenech in-
natura mhix xi xena pittoreska attraenti f’kartolina
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turistika fejn is-sbuhija hija tal-qoxra biss, tal-irtokk
ta’ dak li jidher minn barra biex jolqot I-ghajn. Ghal
George Fenech in-natura mhix kemm se jirnexxilek
iddahhal bini fiha u kemm se jirnexxilek taghmel
flus minnha bla ma taghti kas kif ged toqtol il-hajja.

L-ispirtu tan-natura

Ghal George Fenech in-natura ghandha ruh
profonda u meta jpengiha, ipengiha mill-gewwieni
ta’ ruhha ghax ghandu reverenza lejha bhala parti
shiha mill-hajja. Tant jidhol fil-fond tan-natura li
I-postijiet 1i jpingi mhumiex bi¢c¢iet minn pajsagg
f’rahal jew madwaru izda parti shiha min-natura
kozmika tad-dinja u l-univers taghna. Ghalhekk
George Fenech huwa pittur tal-ispirtu, huwa pittur
tan-natura spiritwali tal-hajja taghna fejn ix-xoghol
tal-bdiewa,rahhalausajjiedajitwahhad mal-hamrija,
mal-merghat u mal-bahar. Id-dghajjes, l-irziezet u
x-xoghol tal-bdiewa u s-sajjieda f’George Fenech
ghandu rabta armonjuza man-natura ghax in-natura
jahdmu u jghixu maghha, mhux jaghmlulha gwerra,
jisfruttawha u jeqirduha.

George Fenech u n-nies tar-rahal li jpitter fl-
ghajxien taghhom kienu jghixu r-rabta taghhom
man-natura kif fissirha San Frangisk t’Assisi 800
sena ilu: in-natura, l-annimali, il-bnedmin huma
familja wahda, huma ahwa ta’ xulxin u jekk iwegga’
xi hadd minnhom, twegga’ 1-familja kollha.

Ghad hawn min sal-lum ma jac¢cettax il-fatt li
jekk se nkomplu naghmlu gwerra lin-natura fil-
mod kif nghixu, kif naqilghu I-flus ... se nispi¢caw
neqirdu lilna nfusna. Il-pittura ta’ George Fenech
mhix pittura dwar nostalgija lejn l-imghoddi. Hi
pittura b’messagg qawwi ghal meta hadimha u
ghall-futur: jekk mhux se niehdu hsieb in-natura,
jekk mhux se nirrispettaw lin-natura, jekk se noqtlu
lin-natura, se noqtlu lilna nfusna.

Ma’ Teilhard de Chardin fl-‘Innu lill-Materja’,
George Fenech permezz tal-pittura tieghu jbierek
lin-natura, lill-blat, lill-hamrija, lill-bahar, ibierek
lill-art li minnha hareg u jerga lura fiha (“trab kont u
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trab issir”). II-bnedmin li jgimu
lin-natura jafu li hajjithom u
mewthom huma haga wahda
fil-qalba tal-hajja.

Ma’ Teilhard de Chardin,
George Fenech  bil-pittura
tieghu jghid: “Erfaghni 'l fuq,
materja, lejn dawk il-qcacet,
biex permezz tat-tagbida, tal-
firda u tal-mewt; erfaghni I
fuq, biex fl-ahhar, inkun nista’
nhaddan mieghi l-univers.”
Jekk nidhlu sewwa fil-pittura
ta’ George Fenech ma nkunux
ged naraw biss xeni ta’ pajsagg,
inkunu ged nidhlu fil-misteru

u invizibbli. George kien
ukoll protagonista ewlieni fir-
rakkont viziv tal-hajja tar-rahal
li fih ghex. Imwieled f’rahal
2ghir u umli rnexxielu bil-mod
kwiet tieghu u bla suppervja
Jjeghleb il-parrokkjalizmu
dejjaq u l-mentalita maghluqa
tal-irhwla zghar. Huwa ghamel
success kbir fl-istudji tieghu fl-
Italja izda qatt ma kibritlu rasu
jew beda jara bhala dubbien
lir-rahal u lin-nies tar-rahal.”
“Ma kien jara I-ebda
kontradizzjoni bejn li jkollu
livelli gholjin ghall-arti tieghu

sagru tal-hajja u tal-univers.

Mal-poeta Pablo Neruda,
izda bil-pinzell u mhux bil-
pinna, George Fenech jghid:
“Jien maghmul mit-trab tal-art
u l-ghanja tieghi maghmula
mill-kliem. “X’nista’ nghid bla
ma mmiss l-art b’idejja?”

Vulkan kwiet imma vulkan

Familji Mellehin
jirrakkuntawli  kif  George
Fenech kien  jaghtihom

importanza kbira meta jmorru
jixtru xi kwadru minghandu.
Ma kienx mohhu biex jiehu
I-flus u ma jimpurtahx izjed, I-aqwa li ghamel il-flus.
Il-pittura ghal George Fenech kienet vokazzjoni
religjuza mhux sempli¢iment hidma kummercjali
biex jaghmel il-flus.

Kifktibt f’din ir-rivistahdax-il senailu: “Ghaliex
ma kienx sempliciment bejgh u xiri ta’ kwadru. Kien
Jjistagsihom fejn se jdendlu l-kwadru. X’ kulur huma
[-hitan tal-kamra. X’ ghamara ghandhom fil-kamra.
U mbaghad kien jaghtihom parir jekk il-kwadru li
kien joghgobhom imurx jew le fil-kamra fejn iridu
jdendluh. Kien jghidilhom ukoll xi gwarnic¢ iridu
jdawru mal-pittura. Kien jaghmlilhom il-gwarnic¢
hu stess ghax ma riedx li xi rokna tal-blat tal-
Mellieha, xi razzett, xi wied, xi blata tielgha mill-
bahar... tispicca maqtula b’xi gwarnic¢ tad-deheb
li assolutament ma jmurx mal-hajja semplici u
ordinarja li kien ipingi b’mod straordinarju George
Fenech.”

“George ghamel nofs seklu jipproduci stampa
tal-hajja ta’ kuljum u I-ghajxien tar-rahal u tan-nies
tal-Mellieha permezz tal-pitturi tieghu ta’ nies umli
li hu kien jaf sew fir-rahal u li kieku minghajr il-
pittura tieghu kienu jibqghu ghal dejjem anonimi
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u li jservi lill-komunita tieghu.
1l-Mellehin kienu jhobbuh u
jirrispettawh. Kien jithallat
ma’ nies ta’ kull fehma u gejjin
minn kull gasam tal-hajja. Ma
kellu problemi ma’ hadd. Kien
jiccelebra lill-Mellieha, lill-
inhawi ta’ madwarha u lin-
nies tar-rahal minghajr ma
jaqa’ f’folklorizmu medjokri.
1l-kritici tal-arti jiddeskrivuh
bhala bniedem kalm hafna,
misthi, jitkellem bil-mod u minn
taht l-ilsien u dejjem jara kif se
| Jjohlog armonija fix-xoghlijiet
tieghu. Imma jien nemmen li
kien izjed minn hekk. Jien u nitkellem mieghu kull
meta konna niltagghu kien dejjem jikkonvincini
kemm kellu passjoni go fih, li kien vulkan izda li
Jjaghti l-impressjoni li kien gholja kwieta rieqda
ghal sekli shah. Kellu disprament kwiet go fih ghall-
gerda tal-ambjent li kien jara madwaru u fl-istess
hin rassenjazzjoni kuragguza. Kien jipprotesta
b’mod gawwi bil-mod li kien jaf hu: billi jpingi
l-widien, [-irdumijiet, il-blatiet, I-irziezet gol-
Mellieha u madwarha.”

“Niftakru jghidli minn taht l-ilsien li kien ipingi
b’certa urgenza, ihossu li m’hemmx hin x’jitlef,
Jjibza’limallijitfa’ ghajnejh fuq xi xena kien se jaraha
ghall-ahhar darba, meqgruda b’izjed “zvilupp”.
Ghal din ir-raguni nhoss li [l-pittura ta’ Fenech
dwar ir-rahal u madwaru jganqlu diga kbira. Fl-
ahhar 50 sena r-rahal u l-kampanja ta’ madwaru
nbidlu hafna, u partijiet shah taghhom ingerdu ghal
dejjem. Bla dubju kien hemm differenza enormi bejn
kif raw il-Mellieha dawk li hatfu r-rahal u madwaru
u raw kif uzaw kull millimetru biex idahhlu [-bini
taghhom fih u x’kien jara George Fenech u x’naraw
fil-pittura tieghu.”
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Tislima lil Anthony Fenech
—Poeta Melliehi

Int Ii bil-vrus tieghek pittirt
dik id-dehra wisq sabiha,

int b’versi mqabbla fissirt
gmiel li jilqghek fil-Mellieha.

Int bl-izjed mod safi u ¢ar

tajtna I-kwadru b’kull tifsira,

u bl-ghanja ferhu x-xjuh u z-zghar
b’tant memorji tal-Ghadira.

Jidwi 1-kliem sabih li sawwart
biex tajt gieh rahal twelidek,
ghax kull strofa sew fahhart
bil-pinzell li Zzomm f{’idek.

234

Anthony Fenech (1938-2023)

Tat-tunnara terrqu ’1 boghod
izda minnek le minsija,

u l-dat-tempju fuq il-gholja
lill-Vitorja mhabba kbira.

Int kont fil-genb mhux f’nofs il-palk
bhad-destin ta’ hafna awturi,

Biss dan il-grupp kif dejjem stmak
rispett u ghozza lilek juri.

er Ladder
Services

Mobile: 9984 4678
m s www.imperialbandclub.com |




Brgttum Brass is a recently promoted elite
brass band from a small village in Norway, close
to Lillehammer. We have 30 band members aged
between 16 and 63 and last year, having been
founded in 1892, our band celebrated its 130-
year anniversary. We participate in the Nationals
every February, and we attend one or two other
competitions each year too. In addition to this, we
also play many local concerts. Last year we hired
a talented, hardworking and skilled conductor to
be our main conductor — David Morton. David’s
appointment has been a huge success for us as
David’s ability to motivate, inspire and joke with
us, has enabled us to reach the level that we are at
today. Brgttum Brass has never been better, and we
are having so much fun!

Before we begin our trip summary, we must start
with a little praise: Malta is fantastic, and we are
still warm to the core after our wonderful trip.

— e The  story  of
Brgttum Brass’s
dream trip to Malta
began in 2019, long
before anyone knew
that COVID-19 would
turn the world upside
down. In 2020, at the
recommendation  of
Helge Haukés, we
made contact with Dr
Noel Camilleri, the
President of the Malta
Band Clubs Association, and so it began. The trip
was initially planned for the summer of 2021 but
alas it was not to be. The trip was then rescheduled
for the summer of 2023. The dream had come true
and we were ready to go! What had gradually faded
away as a distant memory had now become a reality
and suddenly everything was happening. We had
questions though. How do you get a tuba on to an
aeroplane? Can we carry percussion instruments in
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our hand luggage? Is a baritone ‘special’ luggage if
it is packed together with toiletries?

Questions were answered and the trip went like
clockwork. The train from Lillehammer to Oslo
Airport was on schedule. The plane took off when
it was supposed to and we landed on time too. All
of the instruments arrived safely and intact and the
bus was ready and waiting for us outside Malta
International Airport.

When we arrived at the Solana Hotel and Spa
in Mellieha, everything had been arranged for a
comfortable and pleasant stay. Of note is that the
first thing that we saw at the hotel was a concert
poster promoting our joint concert with the Imperial
Band that would be taking place the following day.
This was such a pleasant welcome and at this point,
we realised that a very special few days were ahead
of us.

Day1:
Mellieha and the Concert with the Imperial Band
Early on the Sunday morning we met with the
President and Secretary of the Imperial Band Club,
Josef Borg and John Baptist Gauci, in order to plan
the evening’s concert. We could hardly believe our
eyes when we saw the band’s fantastic venue and
heard about the band’s proud history.

P
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The evening concert with the Imperial Band
was an unforgettable experience. Rarely have we
encountered such a wonderful audience.

People danced on the roof terraces around the
square as we played and the crowd sang along so
loudly at times that we almost didn’t hear what we
were playing.

Our Conductor, David Morton, beamed with
happiness as dusk descended and the rest of the
band just smiled. Those who had already managed
to get sunburned at the beach probably didn’t feel
the pain until the next day.

After the concert, we shared food and drink with
the Imperial Band in their beautiful venue. This
evening — the Maltese warmth, sense of humour and
friendliness — is one that we will never forget.

Day 2:
Gozo and the Concert in Gharh

Brgttum Brass didn’t go to Malta just to have
a holiday though, we wanted to play! So we were
delighted to be able to combine a day of sightseeing
with an evening concert in Gozo on day two. Happy
musicians set off on a bus packed with instruments,

sunscreen, drinking water and swimwear - and we
got to use everything that we had with us.

Gozo is a beautiful island and it was a special
experience indeed to wind our way through the
narrow village streets. We ate delicious food at II-
Kc¢ina tar-Ramla in Ramla Bay and Grazie Mille
in Gharb. We visited the cliffs at Dwejra Bay, and
we played a concert in front of the Knisja tal-Gharb
which was another great experience! A lot of work
had gone into the planning of our visit, especially by
John and Anthony from the Imperial Band, and we
are very grateful for this.
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Day 3: Valletta and the Concert in St. Paul's Bay

No one can travel to Malta without experiencing
Valletta and after two eventful days, we wanted to
take time to reflect and relax in this beautiful capital
city. Some chose to go shopping whilst others visited
tourist attractions or simply strolled along the streets.

The hotel in Mellieha was a relaxing meeting
place for the band during the trip, and many needed
a cooling bath and something cold to drink on the
hotel’s roof terrace before the concert in St. Paul’s
Bay that evening. We were now ready for the last
concert of our trip! Thanks again to Anthony and to
John for organising this through St Paul’s Bay Local
Council. At Bugibba Square we experienced the
hustle and bustle of a popular Maltese tourist spot
and little by little, the square around us was soon
filled with people eager to see and enjoy the music.
Once again, we got to experience an audience that
danced and sang as we played. What happiness!

Thanks must also go to Billy’s Bar in Mellieha,
who let us fill the bar with Norwegian pop, song and
dance on our last night in Malta.

In summary, the experiences, memories and
impressions from beautiful Malta will be with us for
many years to come. We have got to know inspiring
people. We ate good food and experienced the
holiday feelings of sunshine and warmth. We played
music under the open sky in beautiful places and not
least, we were able to experience the inspiring and
proud band culture of Malta.

We promise that we will take all of these
experiences with us and try to become as good at
sharing the joy of music as the Maltese people are.

Many thanks to the Imperial Band Club in
Mellieha and to all of those who made our trip so
wonderful. Thank you for your service, hospitality
and kindness. We hope that our enthusiasm will
inspire many others to experience Malta and all that
the country has to offer. Indeed, one of our band
members became so fascinated by Malta that she
is returning with her family again in October! The
rest of the band will be dreaming of another trip and
fortunately, dreams can come true!




Introduzzjoni

L-1942 kienet I-aghar sena tal-gwerra ghal Malta,
spe¢jalment I-ewwel xhur, ghax il-Luftwaffe wettget
attakki gliel fuq Malta biex tigi newtralizzata. Bombi
waqghu tista’ tghid f’kull rokna ta’ Malta, inkluz fuq
il-Mellieha. Dan l-artiklu se jirrakkonta r-rapporti
kollha li saru t’attakki jew bombi li waqghu fuq dan
ir-rahal matul l-ewwel sitt xhur tal-1942. Apparti
hekk, se jissemmew numru ta’ in¢identi ohra wkoll
relatati mal-istess tema ta’ dan l-artiklu.

K'gara bejn Jannar u Gunju 1942

L-ewwel attakk li sar fuq il-Mellieha f1-1942, kien
fid-19 ta’ Jannar, meta filghodu kmieni gie rrappurtat
li waqghet bomba f’ghalga f’Ghajn Zejtuna.'
L-ewwel incident tas-sena gara, fil-21 ta’ Jannar
1942, meta ghal xi 1-11.30am, intlemah katavru
f’wic¢ il-bahar vicin it-Torri I-Abjad. Dan gie rkuprat
minn suldati tal-1* Battalion, King’s Own Malta
Regiment (KOMR). L-ajjutant, il-Kaptan Steward,
gie avvi¢inat mill-Ispettur L. Bonnici, b’tal-ewwel
jistqarr 1i 1-katavru li kien identifikat minnhom kien
ta’ bdot jew membru tal-ekwipagg Taljan, li miet
wagqt azzjoni mill-ajru fuq Malta.?

Sebat ijiem wara, fit-28 ta’ Jannar, ghall-
habta tas-6.13am, zewg ajruplani tal-glied tat-tip
Messerschmitt Bf109Fs tfaccaw fuq il-Mellieha,

I1z-zona bejn I-Armier u I-Marfa.

m_ wwwimperialbandciubcom ]
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Hbit mill-ajru u incidenti
ohrafil-Mellieha bejn Jannar

u Gunju 1942

Charles Dehono
Kuratur
ll-Muzew Nazzjonali tal-Gwerra

segwiti iktar tard minn tlieta u sittin ajruplan tal-
attakk tat-tip Junkers Ju88s u wiehed u ghoxrin
Junkers Ju87 Stukas, meta ghal habta tat-7.57am
attakkaw il-kampijiet tal-Bajja tal-Mellieha u Ghajn
Tuffieha, li pero kkawzaw ftit hsarat.> Dan ma kienx
l-uniku inc¢ident. Ghall-habta tal-4.30pm tad-29 ta’
Jannar, giet irrappurtata l-prezenza ta’ mina f’wic¢
il-bahar, bejn 1-Armier u 1-Marfa, 1i kienet riesqa
lejn ix-xatt.* Fl-ahhar gurnata tal-istess xahar, il-31
ta’ Jannar 1942, ajruplani tal-ghadu waddbu sittax-il
bomba f’ghelieqi fl-Ahrax tal-Mellieha u splodew
kollha; perd ma kinux irrappurtati vittmi.
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Disinn ta’ kif kienet tkun minn gewwa mina Germaniza.

Fis-17 ta’ Frar, Gianna Mifsud irrappurtat li sabet
bomba mhux sploduta fl-ghalqa taghha 1-Mizieb.’
Hamest ijiem wara (22 ta’ Frar), PC 585 Borg ra mina
tal-bahar bejn Kemmuna u 1-Marfa, miexja mal-
kurrent lejn id-direzzjoni tal-Lvant. Il-mina baqghet
sejra, minghajr ma resqet lejn ix-xatt.® Fl-istess
gurnata erba’ bombi waqghu bejn il-Blata u Selmun,
li perd ma kkagunaw l-ebda mwiet jew hsara.

Sadanittant, fit-18 ta’ Marzu, ghal habta tad-
9.30am, waqt li l-ferry boat mv Royal Lady kien
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sorgut mal-moll tal-Marfa, b’ekwipagg ta’ ghaxar
persuni, beda jizbarka 1-230 passiggier, i waslu
mill-Imgarr, Ghawdex. F’daqqa wahda, zewg
Messerschmitt Bf109Fs immaxingjaw lil dan l-istess
bastiment, fejn gew feruti dawn il-persuni li gejjin:

No. 3531458, Private Hennessy, 22 sena, ‘D’
Company, 8" Manchester Regiment, Victoria, Gozo

Anglu Xuereb, 60 sena, No. 47, Triq Giaklin,
Nadur, Gozo

No. 20370, Gunner J. Camilleri, 42 sena, 22"
Battery, Delimara, Royal Malta Artillery (RMA),
Headquarters (HQ), Company.

L-ewwel u t-tielet persuna tas-servizzi ttichdu
I-Isptar Navali tal-Imtarfa, mentri Xuereb intbaghat
I-Isptar Bugeja ghal aktar trattament.’

—

 —

ll-vapur mv Royal Lady sorgut mal-Moll tal-imgarr, Ghawdex.
(Sors: NWM Archives)

FI-1 ta’ April, gie rrappurtat li zewg ajruplani
tal-ghadu mmaxingjaw il-Marfa Palace Hotel u
t-Torri I-Abjad. Ma kienx hemm fatalitajiet u lanqas
hsarat. Fl-istess gurnata zewg ajruplani tal-ghadu
mmaxingjaw id-dghajsa t’Ghawdex Nru 49 ta’
Joseph Galea, 40 sena, minn Ghajnsielem, Ghawdex,
waqt li kienet fil-vicinanzi tal-Marfa. Ma kienx
hemm fatalitajiet jew hsarat.® Sitt ijiem wara (7 ta’
April), waqt li kanuni ta’ kontra l-ajruplani kienu qed
jisparaw fuq ajruplani tal-ghadu, balla minn kanun
minnhom wagqghet u splodiet fi Triq 1-Gholja, fejn
zewg suldati tal-/* Battalion, King’s Own Malta
Regiment (KOMR) u persuna civili gew midruba.’

FI-10 ta’ April, ghal habta tal-10.10am, id-dghajsa
t’Ghawdex Nru 45 kienet ghaddejja bejn Ghawdex u
I-Marfa. Malli waslet qrib Kemmuna, zewg ajruplani
tal-ghadu mmaxingjaw lill-istess dghajsa u gew
midruba dawn il-persuni li gejjin:

e Coronato Said, 34 sena, Nru 21, Triq il-Qala,

il-Qala, Ghawdex

e John Xuereb, 52 sena, Nru 5, Triq Theodore,

ix-Xewkija, Ghawdex
* Saviour Grech, 40 sena, Nru 45, Triq I-Imgarr,
Ghajnsielem, Ghawdex

e Celest Cini, 51 sena, Nru 106, Triq it-
Tramuntana, Victoria, Ghawdex

e Anthony Debono, 32 sena, Nru 31, Triq

l www.imperialbandclub.com

Amuri?, Ghajnsielem, Ghawdex

e Francis Cordina, 22 sena, Nru 189 Triq
Funtana, Victoria, Ghawdex

* Francis Cefai, 18-il sena, Nru 91, ix-Xaghra,
Ghawdex

e John Cauchi, 48 sena, Nru 14 Triq Fontana,
Ghajnsielem, Ghawdex.

=. - in 1
Pjanta tal-Kamp tal-Bajja tal-Mellieha. (Sors: Arkivji Nazzjonali)

Mhux maghruf jekk dawn il-persuni ttihdux
I-Isptar Bugeja, jew Cauchi biss.!

Erbat ijiem wara, fl-14 ta’ April, ajruplani tal-
ghadu waddbu hames bombi fl-inhawi tal-Ghadira, li
perd ma kkagunaw l-ebda feruti jew hsara.'

Matul il-25 ta’ April, saru tliet attakki, filghodu,
f’nofsinhar u filghaxija. L-ewwel tinwiha tas-sirena
nstemghet fis-6.40am fejn numru ta’ ajruplani tal-
ghadu tfaccaw fuq il-Bajja tal-Ghadira u waddbu
diversi bombi fuq il-kamp, fejn tkissru tank tal-ilma u
numru ta’ barrakki. Matul dan I-attakk tilfu hajjithom
zewg rekluti,'> Anthony Baldacchino u Nazzareno
Grech."” F’dan l-attakk kienu twaddbu hafna bombi
in¢endjarji, li waqghu kemm fuq il-kamp kif ukoll
fuq ir-rahal li gew f’numru ta’ toroq."

Fl-istess ghodwa, possibilment f’dan il-hin,
ajruplani tal-attakk Germanizi waddbu bombi fuq
il-Manikata, fejn ikkawzaw hsarat f’razzett, li kien
jappartjeni lil Paul Gauci, ta’ 50 sena. Wara nofsinhar,
aktar bombi waqghu fuq l-istess post, fejn din id-
darba kkawzaw hsarat serji lir-razzett ta’ Nazzareno
Muscat, ta’ 32 sena.””

Ajruplani tal-ghadu regghu tfaccaw fuq il-
Mellieha ghall-habta tas-12.50pm u twaddbet bomba
ta’ kalibru kbir fuq il-Kamp tal-Bajja tal-Mellieha.
Numru ta’ bombi in¢endjarji waqghu fuq il-Wied ta’
Ghajn Znuber u fl-ghelieqi vi¢in ir-rahal, li perd ma
kkawzaw l-ebda feruti. L-ahhar attakk tal-gurnata
sar fis-5.45pm meta numru ta’ ajruplani tal-ghadu
waddbu bombi f’ghelieqi fil-vi¢inanzi tal-Mellieha,
fuq il-Kamp tal-Bajja tal-Mellieha, fuq il-Kamp ta’
Ghajn Tuffieha, I-Irdum ta’ Bajda u I-Mizieb, li pero
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ma kkawzaw l-ebda mwiet jew feruti.'s

Fit-28 ta’ April, gie rrappurtat li filghodu waqghet
bomba fil-Kamp tal-Bajja tal-Mellieha.'” L-ghada sar
attakk iehor, fejn erba’ ajruplani tat-tip Cant Z.1007
eskortati minn erbgha u ghoxrin Macchi C202
gew irrappurtati li attakkaw il-Kamp tal-Bajja tal-
Mellieha minghajr ma kkawzaw imwiet jew feruti.'®

Bombi Germanizi fuq ajrudrom fi Sqallija destinati ghal Malta.
(Sors: NWM Archives)

ll-lapida fuq il-qabar tar-rekluta Nazzareno Grech fi¢-Cimiterju
tal-Commonwealth li gieghed I-Imtarfa. (Sors: Kollezzjoni tal-
Awtur)

Waranofsinhar tat-30 ta’ April, ghal xi 1-4.30pm,
disa’ bombi twaddbu fuq il-Bajja tal-Mellieha, fi
Triq il-Marfa, u disgha ohra fuq Qasam Barrani,
fejn Joseph Debono, ta’ 41 sena, u Joseph Borg, ta’
11-il sena sfaw feruti. Joseph Debono miet ftit wara
u ttiehed bil-karozza tal-mejtin tal-Pulizija, il-Kamra
Mortwarja, mentri Borg li sofra gerha f’idu ta’ natura
serja, intbaghat 1-Isptar Bugeja."”

Bombi incendjariji kif inhuma esebiti fil-Muzew Nazzjonali tal-
Gwerra. (Sors: Kollezzjoni tal-Awtur)

Il-bombi Zghar, b’mod partikulari 1-bombi
in¢endjarji u l-anti-personnel bombs, kienu perikoluzi
hafna, spe¢jalment meta ma jisplodux, apparti li kienu
jigbdu l-attenzjoni tat-tfal, li jmorru jagbduhom jew
jilaghbu bihom. Wahda mill-intenzjonijiet ta’ dawn
it-tip ta’ bombi kien fil-fatt dan.

Fid-9 ta’ Mejju twaddbu xi bombi in¢endjarji fuq
Selmun. Sitt ijiem wara, ajruplani tal-ghadu waddbu
bombi fuq il-blat ta’ Ghajn Znuber. Fit-12 ta’ Mejju,
fil-11.00am, Henry Tanti, ta’ 12-il sena, minn Ghajn
Tuffieha, sab u qabad b’idu bomba inc¢endjarja
f’ghalqa qrib ir-residenza tieghu, u din f’daqqa
wahda splodiet b’Henry jsofri xi griehi. Fil-vi¢inanzi
ta’ Henry kien hemm ommu, Tereza Tanti, ta’ 50 sena,
Joseph Sammut, ta’ sentejn, minn Ghajn Tuffieha u
Emmanuel Grech, ta’ 30 sena, mill-Mellieha, li kien
impjegat bhala haddiem tal-id mar-Royal Engineers,
u dawn kollha sofrew xi griehi.

Il-pazjenti, bl-e¢¢ezzjoni ta’ Manuel Grech kienu
kollha invistati mid-District Medical Officer (DMO)
tal-Imgarr. Dan verbalment stqarr li Tereza Tanti u
Henry Tanti sofrew griehi ta’ natura hafifa, mentri
Joseph Sammut sofra griehi ta’ natura serja u kien
fil-periklu 1i jitlef hajtu. Manuel Grech intbaghat
I-Isptar Navali tal-Imtarfa, bi griehi ta’ natura hafifa,
b’informazzjoni miksuba mill-istess sptar. Henry
Tanti, Tereza Tanti u Joseph Sammut intbaghtu
I-Isptar Bugeja mid-DMO. Minn stharrig li sar mill-
Pulizija, irrizulta li la Henry Tanti u lanqas ommu, u
Grech ma ndunaw li I-bomba in¢endjarja ma kinetx
splodiet.
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FI-10.00am tat-13 ta’ Mejju, sehh attakk mill-ajru,
fejn twaddbu bombi ta’ splussiv qawwi f’ghelieqi
’Ghajn Zejtuna u 1-Mizieb. Il-bombi splodew kollha,
u ghalkemm ma kkawzawx fatalitajiet, ghamlu hsara
fil-linja tat-telefon, 1i kien hemm bejn il-Mellieha
u t-Telephone Exchange, li damet mit-8.00am sas-
6.00pm.?!

L-inhawi ta’ Ghajn Znuber. (Sors: Kollezzjoni tal-Awtur)

It-Taljani rritornaw fuq il-Mellieha fil-15 ta’
Mejju, meta ghall-habta tad-9.15am tfaccaw tliet
ajruplani tal-attakk Taljani tat-tip Savoia Marchetti
SM&84, eskortati minn tletin ajruplan tal-glied tat-tip
Macchi C.202 fi trigithom lejn San Pawl il-Bahar, li
pero waddbu xi bombi fuq Forti Campbell > Bombi
ohra waqghu Ghajn Zejtuna.?* Rapport iehor izid
li, twaddbu numru ta’ bombi fuq Qasam Barrani u
Ghajn Znuber, minghajr ma kkawzaw fatalitajiet jew
hsara.* Fit-30 ta’ Mejju, ghal xi 1-10.15pm, sehh
attakk mill-ajru, 1i fih numru ta’ bombi waqghu u
splodew qgrib il-Mellieha Bay Hotel. Private Domenic
Vella ‘A’ Company, I*' Battalion, King’s Own Malta
Regiment (KOMR) safa ferut.” Fil-lejl tat-30/31 ta’
Mejju, ajruplan tal-ghadu waddab bomba fil-wied
faccata tal-Ghassa tal-Pulizija, fejn gew milquta tlett
idjar.?®

Fis-17 ta’ Gunju, ghall-habta tas-1.30am tfa¢éa
fuq il-Mellieha ajruplan tal-attakk Taljan tat-tip Fiat
BR20M. Dan fethu n-nar fuqu kanuni ta’ kontra
l-ajruplani. L-ajruplan beda jwaddab il-bombi u
whud minnhom gew fugq ir-rahal 2’ Fit-23 ta’ Gunju,
gie rrappurtat li fil-gurnata ta’ gabel (22 ta’ Gunju),
fit-3.30pm, PC 147 G. Stellini, innota li kanuni ta’
kontra l-ajruplani kienu fl-azzjoni, minghajr ma
waslet it-twissija ta’ attakk mill-ajru mill-Exchange
ta’ San Pawl il-Bahar. Il-Vex Telephone System ma
kinetx gieghda tahdem. Kienet ilha ma tahdimx mill-
attakk mill-ajru ta’ qabel, f1-10.30pm.

PC 147 kien infurmat mill-Pulizija tal-Mellicha
li I-attakk mill-ajru kien ghaddej u t-twissija nghatat
fit-2.55am. Hu ta t-twissija ta’ attakk mill-ajru bis-
sirena tal-idejn fit-3.30am. Meta PC 147 stagsa lill-
operatur tat-telefon, Giovanni Maria Muscat, hu
wiegeb li peress li 1-Ghassa tal-Pulizija ta’ San Pawl

L-Ghassa tal-Pulizija tal-Mellieha. (Sors: Kollezzjoni tal-Awtur)

il-Bahar kienet fuq il-Vex Telephone System, hu ma
kienx imdorri li jaghti l-alarm lill-Pulizija ta’ San
Pawl il-Bahar, u nesa jaghti t-twissija.”

Konkluzjoni

Kif rajna, numru mdaqqas ta’ bombi waqghu fuq
il-Mellieha matul l-ewwel sitt xhur tal-1942. Dawn
il-bombi apparti li ghamlu hsarat jew ingerdu xi
binjiet, hallew ukoll vittmi. April kien l-aghar xahar
ghall-Mellieha, minhabba li I-bombi hallew il-vittmi.
Kif rajna bombi waqghu fuq diversi bnadi differenti
ta’ dan ir-rahal.
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Ir-rigenerazzjoni ta’ Misrah il-Parroc¢ca se jfisser
nifs gdid ghac-¢entru tal-lokalita Mellihija. Dan
huwa investiment kapitali li huwa fost 1-akbar li qatt
sar fil-qalba tal-Mellieha.

Dan il-progett tant bzonjuz sar b’kofinanzjament
mill-Awtorita Maltija ghat-Turizmu u Infrastructure
Malta u ranumru ta’ bidliet infrastrutturali necessarji
li wasslu biex il-pjazza jkollha pavimentar gdid
qabel.

Il-mixja ghal dan il-progett magguri involviet
konsultazzjoni estensiva mar-residenti kif ukoll
mal-ghaqdiet kollha involuti fil-festa sabiex id-dehra
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¢dida tal-pjazza tkun wahda li tirrispetta I-htigijiet u
t-tradizzjonijiet li dejjem sawru I-Mellieha.

Dan il-progett jirrifletti wkoll il-vizjoni tal-
Gvern li permezz taghha pajjizna jkompli jaggorna
I-prodott turistiku tieghu. It-titjib fil-prodott huwa
krugjali biex il-gzejjer Maltin jibqghu kompetittivi
fid-dinja turistika.

II-Melliecha hija fost il-lokalitajiet ewlenin li
ta’ kull sena tigbed lejha eluf ta’ turisti. M”hemmx
dubju li r-rigenerazzjoni ta’ din il-pjazza se tkun
valur mizjud fl-offerta ta’ kwalita li joffri dan il-
villagg pittoresk ghal kull min izuru.

l www.imperialbandclub/com




Salvu Vella, imlaqqam ta’ Girgor, kien
l-ewwel surmast tal-Banda Imperial. Fid-
dinja hawn hafna eroj li baqghu jissemmew
sal-gurnata tal-lum; ohrajn forsi ntesew ghax
qatt ma ftahru b’dak li ghamlu. Fost dawn
tal-ahhar hemm is-Surmast Vella.

Salvu ghamel hafna gid u sagrificéji u
qatta’ hafna minn hinu biex jara l-kazin tal-
Imperial jiehu l-hajja u jmur ’il quddiem.
Kien kapac¢i jghallem l-istrumenti kollha,
mill-flawt sal-katuba, kollox wahdu, fi
zminijiet difficli ta’ qabel u wara l-gwerra.

Hafna minn dawn il-lezzjonijiet kien
jaghtihom fl-intrata tal-kazin fid-dawl tal-
lampa. Bosta mill-bandisti ma kinux jafu
skola u sahansitra, f’dak iz-zZminijiet ta’
fagar, lanqas karti biex tinkiteb il-muzika
fugha gieli ma kien ikollu. Pero, bil-pacenzja
u bil-kwiet kien jara kif jirranga f’kull
sitwazzjoni.

L-ewwel darba li daqget il-banda
Imperial taht dan is-Surmast bravu kien fl-
21 ta’ Settembru 1930, quddiem il-kazin
stess. U l-ewwel darba li saru xi marci
minn din il-banda barra mill-Mellieha kien
fuq il-gzira ta” Kemmuna. Mid-dehra, kien
tellaghha hemm Dun Edgar Salamone, li
kien il-kappillan tal-Imgarr, peress li kellu
xi familjari jghixu hemm. Salvu Vella baga’ mal-
Banda Imperial sal-1948. Imbaghad, fI-1950, beda
jmexxi 1-Banda San Pawl ta’ San Pawl il-Bahar.
Ghamel xi zmien ukoll jidderiegi 1-Banda Nicolo
Isouard tal-Mosta. F1-1970, intghazel biex ikun id-
Direttur tal-Banda La Vittoria, fejn ifforma 1-Kor u
Orkestra Santa Cecilja.

Barra mill-banda, Salvu ghamel hafna gid iehor.
Insemmu biss li fit-Tieni Gwerra Dinjija, meta kien
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jahdem fil-Protection Office u kien jara xi familja
fgira mimlija wlied, kien jghaddilha baxx baxx xi
haga tal-ikel zejda biex it-tfal ikollhom biex jitrejqu.
Dan kien jaghmlu dejjem fis-silenzju u minghajr ma
jghid xejn lil hadd.

Xtaqt li nikteb dawn il-kelmtejn biex infakkar
dan l-eroj minsi Melliehi, nirringrazzjah tal-gid
li ghamel u fl-istess hin biex nitolbu ghalih halli
I-Mulej jaghtih il-mistrieh ta’ dejjem.



It has now become more obvious than ever that
the changing nature of climate patterns is resulting
in a completely different outlook when it comes to
future prospects. In recent years, references to heat
waves in the Mediterranean have become normal, so
much so that all countries across the Mediterranean
region are finding it difficult to cope with this new
reality.

The theoretical debate which has dominated
climate change discourse has now evolved into a
real time humanitarian crisis being experienced by
everyone. Extreme temperatures on an on-going
basis have resulted in an undermining of traditional
political and economic planning methodologies
and now require an innovative and urgent strategic
approach.

If our Mediterranean is to avoid a literal
catastrophic human and economic meltdown, urgent
measures need to be introduced to combat this new
reality. In July 2023, the Mediterranean Sea reached
its highest ever recorded temperature at over 28.71
Degrees Celsius. It is already apparent that the
arrival of such extreme weather patterns in the
Mediterranean is undermining all sectors of society
including those related to tourism, agriculture,
healthcare and infrastructure in general.

In fact, climate change forces us to reconsider
what comprises as a security threat. Should the
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Climate Change and the

Mediterranean

international ~ community
fail to act promptly on
this urgent matter, climate
change could exacerbate
the existing conflicts in the
Mediterranean region, as
well as increase the levels
of unemployment, income inequality and irregular
migration.

As a current member of the United Nations
Security Council, Malta together with others must
persuade the international community to adopt a
concerted action plan that provides both better civil
protection contingencies and maps out an immediate
plan to mitigate against the consequences of extreme
weather.

It is crystal clear that failure to implement a
comprehensive climate change policy framework in
our Mediterranean will result in our region becoming
a more vulnerable zone to live in. As stated in our
country’s Foreign Policy Objectives, Malta believes
that the climate crisis is a matter which should be
addressed urgently at a global level. The promotion
of a collective climate security framework which
includes urgent measures to reduce worsening
climate conditions is essential if our Mediterranean
is to continue to be a region where our quality of life
is sustainable.
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WE STRIVETO TEACHYOU TO

DRIVE SAFELY & SECURELY FOR A LIFETIME

THE ONLY DRIVING SCHOOL YOU NEED TO CALL TO GET YOUR LICENCE
OVER 25 YEARS EXPERIENCE
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» Truck Driving Licence Package
- [deal for companies with truck fleets

» Category'C' & 'C4E' Licences

» Professional Qualified Instructor

» |nstructor Service on Test Day

« European Licence

+ We offer B+E Towing Tuition, allowing
your Licence to cover your Towing legally

Male & Female Instructors « Manual & Automatic Cars » Individual Tuition
We Guarantee The Best Prices & Most Of All The Best Professional Service & Tuition

CALL: 99 498 240

...And We'll Take Care of the Rest!

www.drivewellmalta.com n : " I
E: drivewell.ms@hotmail.com B drivewellmsmalta E
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Open From
Thursday to Monday
6pm Onwards

9, Triq il-Kbira
Mellieha, MLH2310
Malta
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Fruit & Vegetables Wholesaler & Retailer
To Hotels, Caterers & Vendors

—
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Store: Cikkies Garage, Cross Street, Mellieba
Office: 32, New Mill Street, Il-Mellieba
Tel: 21 521 945 Mob: 99 460 572




Fl-Arkivju  tad-Dipartiment  tax-
Xoghlijiet Pubblici nsibu eluf kbar ta’
pjanti, disinji u mapep relatati max-
xoghlijiet 1i saru mal-medda taz-Zmien
mill-istess dipartiment kif ukoll ta’ bini
storiku u artijiet madwar Malta. Fost
dawn insibu whud relatati mal-Mellieha.

Dan id-dipartiment huwa wiehed
mill-iktar entitajiet governattivi antiki
li jmur lura fiz-Zzmien f’pajjizna u
minnu hargu diversi dipartimenti ohra.
Ri¢entament dan id-dipartiment beda
process ta’ digitalizzazzjoni tal-materjal
kollu li ghandu fi hdanu u dan ged isir
ghal diversi ragunijiet fosthom biex il-
materjal jigi ppreservat ahjar u jkollu
access aktar sigur u xieraq, kif ukoll biex
jigi mhares ahjar dan il-patrimonju uniku
Malti.

Ta’ artijiet fil-Mellieha u l-inhawi,
dawn l-arkivji ghandhom mapep Ili
jmorru lura lejn il-bidu tas-seklu ghoxrin.
Fost dawn hemm tlieta li ged nipproducu
f’dan l-artiklu.

Mappa numru 1 li saret fl-1904 u
giet ikkoreguta fl-1905 turi r-rahal tal-
Mellicha kif kien fl-istess Zmien. Kif
jidher fil-pjanta, ir-rahal kien villagg zghir
bi ftit toroq. Jidhru sew l-ogsma ta’ Gnien
Ingraw u San Niklaw. Hemm postijiet
ohra bhal Qasam Baranni u s-Sellum
li l-gurnata tal-lum gew zZviluppati u
mibnija. Ta’ min jinnota li l-ittra Q hija
miktuba bil-K. Fil-pjanta tidher ukoll
parti mill-Bajja tal-Mellieha fejn taht it-
trunciera jew it-Tunnara jidher 1li kien
hemm post fejn kienu jghumu l-uffi¢jali
Inglizi.

Mappa numru 2 tal-1904-1905
jidhru l-inhawi ta’ Selmun, il-Wied ta’
Ghajn Zejtuna, il-Kortin, il-Kortin ta’
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Ghajn Zejtuna, ix-Xaghra ta’ Barra
u tal-Ibrag. Apparti Selmun, dawn
I-inhawi gew kollha zviluppati matul
iz-zmien u llum huma kollha bini. Il-
Wied ta’ Ghajn Zejtuna llum huwa
Santa Maria Estate, i1l-Kortin u tal-
Ibrag baqghu l-istess isem, il-Kortin
ta’ Ghajn Zejtuna llum huwa maghruf
bhala Mellieha Heights u x-Xaghra
ta’ Barra hija estensjoni ta’ Santa
Maria Estate. Fil-pjanta tidher ukoll
parti zghira mir-rahal tal-Melliecha
fejn tidher sew il-mithna fi Triq il-
Kbira u s-salib ta’ hdejha. F’Selmun
jidher sew il-Wied tal-Imgiebah.

Mappa numru 3 li hija wkoll
tal-perjodu 1904-1905 hija dwar il-
Gzejjer (gzira wahda propja ghax
maghqudin) ta’ San Pawl. Jidher
sew fuq il-pjanta l-lok fejn hemm
l-istatwa ta’ San Pawl. Tidher parti
zghira hafna mill-art fl-inhawi ta’
Selmun u I-kanal bejn l-istess gzejjer
u l-eqreb art.

Il-Fortizza ta’ Selmun, jew ahjar
kif inhu isimha propju Campbell
Battery, ukoll hemm pjanti u disinji
taghha fl-istess arkivju. Din il-
fortizza kienet giet mibnija fl-1937
bhala batterija ghal zewg kanuni li
wara zdiedu b’iehor. Inbniet bil-ghan
li tiddefendi 1-bajja ta’ San Pawl il-
Bahar minn xi attakk minn fuq il-
bahar. Hija giet mibnija tali li ma
tidhirx hafna u ma taghtix fil-ghajn
spe¢jalment mill-ajru u minn fuq
il-bahar. Ghal dan I-ghan, il-hajt ta’
madwarha jixbah hafna lill-hitan tas-
sejjieh. Fil-lok li nbniet kien hemm
xi rziezet. Dawn twaqqghu mill-
Inglizi u sidienhom inghataw post
alternattiv fil-bidu tat-triq li minn
Selmun taghti ghall-istess fortizza,
fil-genb tal-bini li qabel kien iservi
ta’ lukanda.

Hemm diversi pjanti u disinji
ta’ din l-ahhar fortizza li nbniet
mill-Inglizi f’Malta u hawnhekk
ha nitkellmu dwar tlieta minnhom.
F’pjanta numru 1 naraw fejn kellha
tigi 1-fortizza msemmija u l-inhawi
madwarha. F’din l-pjanta jidher ir-
rahal tal-Melliecha u I-irhajjel ta’
Selmun bil-palazz marbut mieghu.
Jidhru wkoll il-Gzejjer (gzira) ta’
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San Pawl u l-bajja tal-Imgiebah u
I-wied bl-istess isem.

F’pjanti numru 2 u 3 jidhru
disinji ta’ binjiet differenti fl-istess
fortizza li kienu gew proposti li
jinbnew. Wahda turi l-mahzen tar-
razzjon u l-ohra l-mess tal-uffi¢jali
militari, kien hemm proposta ghar-
rikostruzzjoni tal-istess binja.

Pjantanumru 4 turi I-kamp militari
li kien hemm fil-Bajja tal-Mellieha.
Dan il-kamp illum ma ghadux jezisti
u floku nsibu kumpless turistiku. Dan
il-kamp jaf il-bidu tieghu madwar
is-sena 1907. Fil-gwerra tal-1914-
1918 serva bhala kamp ghall-feruti.
Kien infetah fl-20 ta’ Novembru tal-
1915 u ghalaq fil-5 ta’ Settembru
tal-1917. Fl-ewwel granet tieghu
kellu 1,250 sodda u iktar tard lahaq
il-massimu ta’ 2,000. Dan il-kamp
kien sar bhala sulliev ghall-Kamp
ta’ Ghajn Tuffieha. Wagqt it-Tieni
Gwerra Dinjija dan il-kamp serva
wkoll biex jilga’ partigjani Jugoslavi
li kienu ngabu hawn ghall-kura u fil-
grib kien anki nbena ¢imiterju biex
jindifnu fih dawk li kienu jmutu.

Mal-gwerra nsibu wkoll relatati
x-xelters 1i kienu thaffru madwar
Malta kollha. Fil-Mellieha kien hawn
madwar 45 wiehed imhaffrin fis-saff
tal-blat tal-Qawwi ta’ Fuq. Pjanta
numru 5 turi xelter partikulari fil-
Mellieha, propjament zewg xelters
imniffdin flimkien, li kienu jgibu
n-numru 2 u 11. Numru 2 huwa dak
ix-xelter li hemm fit-tarag fejn il-
pjazzatal-knisja u dak numru 11 kien
fi Trig San Publiju. Xelter numru 2
kellu wkoll kamra tal-maternita u
kamra ohra li fiha kienu jinzammu
oggetti prezzjuzi tal-arti li kienu
ngabu hawn minn postijiet ohra.

Postijiet militari ohra li taghhom
hemm pjanti u disinji fl-imsemmi
arkivju huma d-diversi postijiet
ta’ difiza li nbnew mill-Kavallieri
tal-Ordni ta’ San Gwann bil-ghan
li jiddefendu I-kosta l-aktar mill-
attakki tal-furbani u biex joffru xi tip
ta’ rezistenza f’kaz ta’ xi invazjoni.

Fil-Bajja tal-Mistra nsibu
batterija li hija disinn numru 1 u li
probabbilment kienet giet mibnija
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fil-perjodu bejn Ottubru tal-1714 u April #’ﬁ" s
tal-1715, u li setghet giet kompluta jew ,f 7:&__ : ’-"k-;?_
mibnija mill-gdid fI-1761. Din il-binja 2 :
militari hija wahda mill-akbar li nsibu fil-
Gzejjer Maltin. Kienet giet skedata mill-
Awtorita tal-Ippjanar f’Novembru tal-
1995 u tinsab fil-harsien tal-Fondazzjoni
Wirt Artna.

F’disinn numru 2 insibu r-ridott tal-
Armier li kien gie mibni fil-perjodu
ta’ bejn 1-1714 u 1-1716. Dan ir-ridott
huwa I-uniku wiehed tal-ghamla tieghu
li nsibu fl-inhawi tal-Mellicha. Huwa
ghandu diversi ismijiet. Apparti tal-
Armier insibuh ukoll tal-Barriera ghall-
fatt li hdejh tinsab il-barriera li minnha
nqata’ l-gebel ghall-bini tal-knisja
tal-Mellieha. Insibuh ukoll bhala ta’
Crivelli, 1i kien Prijur ta’ Kapua u kien
benefattur tal-istess binja. Gie skedat
ukoll f’Novembru tal-1995.

Bhala konkluzjoni tajjeb li nghidu

kelmtejn fuq l-arkivju ta’ dan id-

dipartiment. Dan huwa post miftuh ghal Disinn Nru 1

kulhadd u l-pubbliku ingenerali jista’
jaghmel appuntament u jmur ifittex — ARMIER REDOUBT —
dak li joghgbu b’rabta mal-mistier tal-
istess dipartiment. L-arkivju jinsab fid-
dipartiment stess fi Project House, il-
Furjana. Min ikun jixtieq izur il-post jista’
jew icempel 22927799 jew 22927251,
inkella jibghat email lil archives.pwd@
gov. mt.

Nixtieq minn hawn nirringrazzja
lis-Sur Stephen Tabone li jmexxi dan
l-arkivju flimkien mal-istaff tieghu li
kienu ta’ ghajnuna kbira biex seta’ jsir
dan l-artiklu.
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Sa minn Zmien bikri, il-htiega ta’ assoc¢jazzjoni
jew ghaqda li tigbor fi hdanha l-ghaqdiet tal-banda
f’pajjizna kienet ilha tinhass. Dan b’mod specjali
wara t-tieni nofs tas-seklu dsatax, fejn il-gibda lejn
il-muzika u t-twaqqif tas-socjetajiet tal-banda zdied
ferm, tant li nsibu li f1-1886 kien hawn 270 muzicist
professjonali u 18-il ghaqda muzikali mwaqqfa. Id-
dirigenti ta’ dawn il-baned bdew ihossu I-htiega ta’
ghaqda bejniethom biex thares l-interessi komuni u
torganizza attivitajiet fuq skala nazzjonali.

FI-1895, il-Prof. Napuljun Tagliaferro hareg bl-
idea li ssir gara muzikali bejn il-baned Ghawdxin u
Maltin u ghalhekk waqqaf il-Comitato di Direzione.
Madankollu, kien fl-istess perjodu li diversi baned
bdew ghaddejjin minn serje ta’ inkwiet, fosthom
dwar permessi ta’ daqq. F’Gunju 1923, b’inizjattiva
tas-Soc¢jeta Filarmonika King’s Own u wara
kwistjoni tat-tombli mal-Gvern, sittin delegat minn
diversi kazini tal-banda ltaqghu flimkien u waqqfu
1-Consiglio Centrale di tutte le filarmoniche taht

2023

tal-Banda:
15 senata’ storja

f’pajjizna. Dan wassal biex
fl-1947, Mikielang Delia,
mis-Siggiewi izda bandist
u  membru  fil-Kumitat
tas-Socjeta Filarmonika
San Guzepp tal-Hamrun,
ressaq proposta quddiem
il-Kumitat tal-istess Ghaqda sabiex, “Il-Kumitat...
jiehu l-inizjattiva f’idejh billi jaghmel stedina lill-
Kumitati ta’ Malta u Ghawdex, halli jaghzlu zewg
delegati biex jattendu ghal-laqgha li ghandha tigi
ffissata mill-Kumitat, u li jkollhom mandat specifiku
biex jiddiskutu u jikkonkludu flimkien il-possibbilta
ta’ ghaqda bejn il-baned kollha... bl-iskop li jitjiebu
I-kundizzjonijiet hziena li jinsabu fihom, u halli
jakkwistaw il-privileggi li jimmeritahom u li tant
jehtiegu.” Din il-proposta giet milqugha, u t-Tlieta
16 ta’ Settembru 1947 saret laqgha generali fl-istess
kazin ippreseduta mill-Avukat Tommaso Caruana
Demajo. Matulha nhatret kummissjoni biex tabbozza

il-presidenza tal-Prof. Carlo
Mallia.

Din izda ma kellhiex
hajja twila. Aktar tard, wara
kwistjoni ta’ drittijiet tal-
awtur, u b’inizjattiva tas-
So¢jeta Filarmonica Nazionale

La Valette, f’Ottubru
1933 twaqqfet  1-Unione
Filarmoniche Maltesi.

Madankollu, iz-Zminijiet tat-
Tieni Gwerra Dinjija wasslu
mhux biss biex din l-ghaqda
tisfaxxa, izda maghha diversi
kazini tal-banda 1li kellhom
jaghlqu I-bibien taghhom ghal
zmien relattivament twil.

% H
CHEV. M.A. DELIA, F.RHS., 5.M.0, 5.0.4.
FUNDATUR U PRESIDENT
GHAQDA KAZINI TAL-BANDA
1947 - 1998

statut, li gie approvat f’laqgha
generali ohra li saret fil-11 ta’
Jannar 1948 fl-istess kazin, fejn
gie approvat ukoll I-isem ta’ The
Malta Band Clubs’ Association.
L-ewwel Kunsill kien iffurmat
minn: Dr. Tommaso Caruana
Demajo President Onorarju,
Mikielang Delia President,
Joseph Ciappara Vici President,
Albert E. Scicluna Segretarju u
Carmelo Dimech Tezorier, fost
I-ohrajn.

It-twaqqif ta’ din ‘l-ghaqda
tal-ghaqdiet’ kif kienet
maghrufa, kien ghamel
hoss qawwi madwar Malta

Kienu diversi l-inizjattivi
li ghaqqdu flimkien b’mod nazzjonali l-kazini
tal-banda fl-ewwel snin ta’ wara l-gwerra. Fl-
istess snin, bdiet ukoll il-hegga trejdunjonistika

kollha. Wahda mill-ewwel
kwistjonijiet li kienet hadet hsieb kienet dik dwar il-
banka tal-lottu, fejn wara laggha mal-Ministru tat-
Tezor it-Tabib Turu Colombo fl-1948, gabet ftehim
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b’diversi benefi¢¢ji. Decizjoni ohra importanti li
ttichdet sa mill-ewwel snin kienet dik li jitwaqqaf
bord provizorju tas-Surmastrijiet, bl-ghan li
jirrakkomanda l-ahjar grammatika muzikali ghat-
taghlim tal-allievi fil-kazini. Sadanittant, 1-ewwel
dehra pubblika tal-Association kienet bis-sehem
ta’ banda nominata minnha permezz ta’ polza, il-
Banda Vilhena tal-Furjana, fl-okkazjoni tal-Festa
Nazzjonali tat-8 ta’ Settembru.

Imbaghad f’Ottubru tal-istess sena, il-Banda De
Paule ta’ Rahal Gdid, ukoll maghzula permezz ta’
polza, hadet sehem f’isem 1-Ghaqda fl-okkazjoni
tal-25 sena episkopat tal-Arcisqof Mons. Mikiel
Gonzi. [I-Malta Band Clubs’ Association bdiet tigi
mistiedna biex tiehu sehem f’kumitati governattivi,
fosthom dak tal-Festa Nazzjonali tal-Otto Settembre
u dak tal-Karnival, kif ukoll biex tattendi ghal
diversi stediniet ufficjali.

Sa mill-ewwel snin mit-twaqqif tal-Ghaqda, gie
de¢iz li tinghata prominenza lill-festa liturgika ta’
Santa Cecilja, patruna tal-muzicisti, u ghalhekk
sejhet biex il-kazini kollha dakinhar tat-22 ta’
Novembru jtellghu I-bnadar. Mill-1982, kull
Novembru, I-Ghaqda bdiet tikkommemora wkoll il-
festa ta’ Santa Cecilja b’quddiesa fil-Kon-Katidral
ta’ San Gwann u wara maré mat-toroq tal-Belt
Valletta, filwaqt li mill-2013 din l-attivita bdiet
issir ukoll f’Ghawdex. Fis-snin 50 gie mwaqqaf
fond ghall-allievi li jkunu jippromettu fil-muzika
bil-hsieb li jigu moghtija scholarships, filwaqt li fl-
1957 bdiet ukoll il-gara muzikali.

Bil-hidma tal-Association il-baned bdew
jinghataw id-dritt li jippartecipaw fl-okkazjonijiet
nazzjonali, gew ezentati mill-obbligu tat-taxxa
tad-dhul, filwaqt li bdew jinghataw spazju regolari
fuq ir-rediffusion, aktar tard ir-radju, mill-1956
‘il quddiem. Dan sintendi ma’ numru kbir ta’
kwistjonijiet u diffikultajiet ohra li sehhew matul 75

l www.imperialbandclub.com

sena ta’ storja. F1-1954 sar ukoll tentattiv u twaqqfet
banda nazzjonali, li izda aktar tard mas-snin, ma
komplietx titmexxa mill-Association. FI-1979
ittella’ I-ewwel programm annwali, fejn permezz
ta’ polza daqget il-Banda Marija Annunzjata ta’
Hal Tarxien. Dan il-programm kien isir fl-Istitut
Kattoliku I-Furjana, izda mill-1985 ’il quddiem
beda jsir fit-Teatru Manoel.

L-Ghaqda matul is-snin, kienet tiffunzjona
mis-sede tal-Kazin San Guzepp tal-Hamrun.
F'Gunju 1996 garret ghall-uffi¢ini fejn tinsab
illum fil-Hamrun stess. Mit-twaqqif taghha sal-
lum, 1-Ghaqda kellha bhala Presidenti lil Mikielang
Delia, Karmenu Ellul Galea, Lawrence Farrugia u
dak attwali 1-Avukat Noel Camilleri.

L-istorja ta’ dawn l-ahhar snin ghadha qieghda
tinkiteb illum. L-iskop ghala twieldet 1-Association
75 sena ilu ghadu attwali sal-lum il-gurnata: I-isfidi
li jgarrbu l-ghaqdiet muzikali ghadhom hemm,
forsi mhux ezattament taht l-istess forma, izda
xorta wahda jirrikjedu sforz kollettiv biex jigu
meghluba. Ikun ghajb ghalina jekk ni¢celebraw biss
dan l-anniversarju sabih bhala tifkira, u ma nihdux
lI-okkazjoni biex insahhu l-operat ta’ din 1-ghaqda
bil-parte¢ipazzjoni ta’ kull min ghandu ghal qalbu
din it-tradizzjoni wahdiena taghna I-Maltin u
Ghawdxin. Wasal iz-zmien li 1-Ghaqda Nazzjonali
Kazini tal-Banda tkun merfugha ’l fuq bhala gwida
legali tal-ghaqdiet membri, u dan mhux biss sabiex
issahhah hidmietha, izda wisq izjed sabiex tirregola
b’mod dinjituz dak li sfortunatament jista’ jifridna.

Illum, aktar minn qatt qabel, il-htiega ta’ ‘ghaqda
tal-ghaqdiet’ mhux biss ghadha hemm, izda hija
hafna izjed bzonjuza. [llum irridu kollha flimkien
intennu u nahdmu sabiex [-Ghaqda Nazzjonali
Kazini tal-Banda tissahhah u tikber... sabiex dik iz-
zerriegha li twieldet 75 sena ilu, ma tmut qatt!

Angela Theuma

54, Dun Frangisk Sciberras Street,
Mellieha, Malta

angelatheuma@gmail.com
(+356) 99881467 / 27432763



Matul 1-2022, 1-Ghaqda Muzikali Imperial
wettqet b’success progett ichor sabiex tkompli
tissalvagwardja l-patrimonju taghha. Wara 1i fl-
2020-2021 hadna hsieb li nippreservaw u narkivjaw
b’mod professjonali d-dokumenti stori¢iu importanti
tal-ghaqda taghna sa mill-bidu taghha sabiex dawn
ma jkomplix jigrilhom iktar hsara, bhala parti mill-
progett “Nippreservaw u nikkomunikaw I-Istorja
tal-Ghaqda” fl-iskema “Voluntary Organisations
Projects Scheme 2021” amministrata mill-Kunsill
Malti ghas-Settur Volontarju, tul l-ahhar sena kien
imiss li ndawru harsitna lejn l-arkivju muzikali
tal-ghaqda. Tul is-snin li ilha mwaqqgfa, il-Banda
Imperial gabret u esegwiet patrimonju ta’ muzika
li tvarja minn dik operistika sa dik moderna,
miktuba minn kompozituri lokali u internazzjonali,
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Progett

“Id-Digitalizzar u I-Organizzar
tal-Arkivju Muzikali tal-
Ghagda Muzikali Imperial”

b’generi differenti li jinkludu, fost ohrajn, marci
brijuzi u ohrajn funebri, sinfoniji u overtures,
muzika religjuza u ohra minn musicals, u muzika
tradizzjonali Maltija u ta’ pajjizi varji.

Tul dan il-progett, iz-zghazagh fi hdan 1-ghaqda
taghna, taht id-direzzjoni tas-Surmast Direttur
Mro Anthony Borg u d-Direttur tal-ghaqda, is-Sur
Clayton Vella, kellhom bi¢¢a xoghol sabiex jigbru
I-muzika kollha li kienet merfugha f’postijiet
differenti u jorganizzawha bl-ahjar mod possibbli.
Din il-muzika giet ikkatalogata kollha fuq database
elettronika sabiex tkun iktar accessibbli ghall-
htigijiet tal-Banda u 1-Kor Imperial. Id-database issa
tinkludi l-isem ta’ kull bi¢¢a muzikali, il-kompozitur
u/jew arrangatur, il-generu tal-muzika u dettalji ohra
relevanti. Din il-muzika giet arkivjata fil-kamra
—y tal-arkivju tal-kazin b’mod organizzat
u metikoluz sabiex ma ssirilhiex iktar
hsara u fl-istess waqt tkun tista’ tintuza
meta jkun hemm il-bzonn. Ghal dan il-
ghan, investejna wkoll fi xkaffar gdid
sabiex ikun jista’ jilga’ I-muzika b’mod
adekwat. Fl-istess waqt, hsibna sabiex
il-partitura tas-surmast tkun merfugha
wkoll b’mod digitali sabiex ma jkunx
hemm il-htiega li wiehed jirrikorri
ghall-kopja pprintjata sabiex ikun jaf il-
muzika x’fiha u x’ma fihiex. Dan sabiex
tonqos il-htiega 1i wiehed joqghod
icaglaq din il-muzika bla bzonn.

®®® malta Council for the

> VOLUNTARY SECTOR

Dan il-progett gie ffinanzjat permezz tal-iskema Small Initiatives Support amministrata mill-Kunsill Malti ghas-Settur tal-Volontarjat
[fisem il-Ministeru ghall-Inkluzjoni, il-Volontarjat u d-Drittijiet tal-Konsumatur.

Din il-pubblikazzjoni tirrifletti biss il-veduti u l-hsibijiet tal-pubblikaturi/awturi u I-Kunsill Malti ghas-Settur tal-Volontarjat
ma jistax jinzamm responsabbli ghall-kontenut jew ghall-uzu li jista’ jsir minn dan l-istess kontenut.
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L-intraprendituri huma nies ghonja u mimlijin
ideat, hsibijiet u kilba bla tarf biex flushom
ikabbruhom, u flok sold jaqalghu elf. Sewwa
Jjaghmlu u ghandhom kull dritt ghax dik in-natura
taghhom. Bhalma t-tigra xogholha écéarrat u
zZarrat bl-aktar mod naturali u Alla fl-gherf tieghu
sahansitra taha dwiefer u nejbiet apposta, hekk
ukoll l-izviluppatur, xoghlu biss li jara roqgha
battala u jivvintalha xi haga biex ma jhallihiex
battala u fl-istess hin jaqla’ sold. Jew elf sold.

Imma l-art li whud mill-iviluppaturi jixhtu
harsthom fuqha hi ta’ kulhadd u m’ghandhom
ebda dritt jehduha u jbiddluha fi flus. Ukoll jekk
sehemhom hu sewwasew li kull roqgha jibnuha u
jbiddluha f’deheb.

Madwar Malta matul is-snin, l-aktar mis-snin
sittin sal-lum qed isir Zvilupp bla raZan. Hadd
ma jista’ jipponta sebghu lejn hadd, ghax kollha
kemm ahna hatja. Aktar ma l-bniedem deherlu li
Jista’ jghaddi bla hamrija ghax il-haxix isib jixtrih
minn fuq xkaffa f’hanut, aktar il-bniedem qered
raba’. Meta l-bidwi u r-rahhal inqatghu, meta
I-bhejjem li kien ikollhom il-familji Mellehin u
tal-irhula kollha f’Malta u Ghawdex, aktar il-
bniedem emmen li jista’ jghaddi minghajr in-
natura u minghajr il-holqgien.

Il-gwerra kollha bombi li jsemmu missirijietna
ma rnexxilhiex taghmel herba ambjentali i
ghamilna ahna stess. Li ged naghmlu ahna stess.
Li sa nibqghu naghmlu ahna stess ghax ma nafux
nieqfu. Il-bilan¢ li nitkellmu fuqu ma nistghu
nsibuh qatt ghax ma tghallimniex bizZejjed fugq il-
holgien, ma nemmnux fil-gmiel tan-natura.

In-nahla gharfa ghax tifhem fi ftit xhur hajja li
mill-fjura xi haga zghira biss trid, mhux tqacééatha
kollha kemm hi. Imma hemm bhima li l-fjura
mhux tifrah bil-gmiel taghha biss irid, imma
Jjqacéatha, jippossediha u jdawarha fi flus.
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amil jimxi kemm kemm izappap, jitmejjel

harira lejn ix-xellug. Iltqajt mieghu Gar Yunis,
f’Bengazi snin ilu meta konna grupp ta’ studenti
mill-Universita. Smajjar u tawwali, harstu kannella,
imhassba u fil-fond; zaghzugh edukat, espert tal-
ilsien Ingliz wara li qatta’ xi hames snin f”Universita
Ingliza.

“Jien Palestinjan,” qalli wara li konna ilna
nitkellmu ftit mhux hazin. Fi hdanu tifel ta’ xi erba’
snin.

Imbaghad hasadni.

Gholla galza minnhom. L-irkoppa, bi¢c¢a minn
koxxtu sfrundata, feles laham nieqes ghalkollox.
Sfregju shih. Gilda mehjuta bl-addo¢¢, imkemmxa,
laham imfejjaq bl-addoc¢¢. Tidher sahansitra 1-forma
tal-ghadma dritta.

I1-gilda stirata fugha.

Ma stajtx nitkellem. Ksaht.

Ibnu nizel minn fuqu, izzerzaq dahkan. It-tifel
mess sieq missieru, mellishielu. Messlu 1-vojt
f’koxxtu. Messlu 1-gilda rqiqa fuq I-ghadma
tawwalija li mill-genbejn tiehu lejn l-irkoppa biex
tirfed il-gisem u zzommu wieqaf.

“Jien Palestinjan,” rega’ qalli bi tbissima mnikkta.
“Ara xi grali biex niddefendi r-raba’ ta’ missieri.
Imma haduhuli I-Lhud xorta wahda. Xehtuna °’l
barra. Serquna. U dak ir-raba’ kien taghna, kien ta’
generazzjonijiet shah qabli u lili serquhuli.”

Imbaghad wagqaf.

“Qabel kien tan-nannu u tal-buznannu,” kompla.
“Jien kelli genn shih biex nikber u niehdu f’idejja

. minn dejjem kien ghandna. Kelli kollox lest,
kelli ga l-mara biex ikollna t-tfal u jkunu huma
wkoll werrieta u jhobbu l-art ta’ missirijietna...”

Dik it-tbissima hiemda li turi aktar qalb sewda u
niket milli ferh.

“Issa gieghed hawn, ftit jiem Bengazi nistrich
jumejn; imma ergajt sejjer ghax ir-raba’ taghna, u
rridu lura.” qalli. “Hemm il-grajja tan-nazzjon fih.
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It-trab mhux trab biss. The history of our nation is
written in the land with our blood.”

Jekk tmur, ara x’jistghu jaghmlulek, ridt
nghidlu. U harist lejn koxxtu. Din id-darba joqtluk.
Jisparawlek. Hallik mill-art. Ibza’ ghal hajtek. Ikun
genn jekk terga’ tmur. Issa zgur joqtluk. Lanqgas
timxi sewwa ma tista’. Ma tarax li la huma aktar
b’sahhithom mhux sa jinteressaw irwiehhom mill-
art tieghek u kemm inti marbut maghha!

“Dik l-art mhux art bhall-bqija tal-art fl-univers
kollu kemm hu,” komplieli. “Dik art li fiha hemm
missieri, hemm l-ezistenza tan-nannu, tal-buznannu,
ta’ missirijieti kollha, tal-familja taghna kollha. Dik
I-art u dak it-trab ghandu r-ruh tal-familja taghna u
ghalhekk mhux trab komuni u ghalhekk jehtieg ma
nhallix lil min jeqridhulna.”

Imbaghad ressaq lil ibnu mieghu. Ghafsu
mieghu.

“Tibzax,” qalli bi tbissima donnu sema’ dak kollu
li kont gieghed nahseb. “Tibzax. Jien ma mmutx.”

U beda jbus lil ibnu ¢kejken. U l-iben ibus lil
missieru. Mghannaq mieghu.

“Qieghed tara?” stagsieni. “Jien ma nistax
immut! Laqqas huti, ma jmutu qatt. Sakemm jibqga’
I-ahhar wiehed minna jiflah jissielet ghal dak li
hatfulna. Qed tithem? U johloq nies godda li huma
werrieta godda bl-istess demm u bl-istess gebel
go fihom u bl-istess ramel u l-istess trab gol-qalb
taghhom.”

Jien bqgajt issummat fuqu ma niflahx nitkellem
meta smajt dik l-intensita ta’ mhabba. Ghajnejh
kienu leqqgiena bil-ghadab ta’ min hu mkazbar u
mugugh izda fl-istess waqt ta’ min jaf li ghada hu
tieghu ghax il-qawwa ta’ hsiebu hi eqqgel mill-aktar
armi gerrieda. Gamil kien jaf li 1-qawwa tieghu
kienet bla tarf.

“Ir-raba’ ma jehduhx,” qal ir-ragel lil ibnu. U
tbissimlu. “Ir-raba’ ma jistghu jehduh qatt ghax
demmna u grajjietna fih. Ahna l-bdiewa kbirna
minnu. Ir-rahhala kibru bil-bhejjem f’dak ir-raba’.
Lill-hajja tal-bniedem ma tista’ tnehhieha qatt mill-
art tieghu! L-ispirtu tieghu ma tista’ tnehhieh qatt
mill-hamrija u mill-gebel tieghu.”

Jien bqajt inhares lejh. Dan genn jew imhabba?
Dan genn jew imhabba? Barra kien kwazi dalam u
stajt nisma’ t-tkarkir #’Allah hu Akbar jidwi mill-
Masged fil-qrib.

Bhal ruh ghaddejja tfittex is-serhan. Fi nzul ix-
Xemx.

2

I-mara zaghzugha kienet ged tibki fil-vojt.

Kienet mghaddba. Kienet hiemda, izda ghadab
kbir taghwar go fiha. Ghadab kbir li qatt gabel ma
hasset bhalu. Kien hemm saram kbir quddiemha
u ma setghet taghmel xejn biex tehles minnu u li
qatt qabel ma kienet habbtet wi¢ccha mieghu. Imma
xi mkien fiha kienet taf li kien kollu biki ghalxejn.
Ugigh li ma kien se jwassalha mkien.

X’setghet qatt taghmel? Kollox kwiet madwarha,
kollox c¢ass.

L-inkwiet kbir li kellha kien ghax ma kienet
tista’ taghmel xejn ghall-problema li nqalghet.
Kieku kienet taf 1-ghadu fejn kien gieghed, jew min
kien kienet, tmur tiggranfah u tmeghiklu xaghru
mat-trab. Il-qawwa feroc¢i ta’ mara Maltija kienet
tbagbaq shiha go fiha. Qatt ma kienet thalliha ghal
melha lil hadd, ahseb u ara kemm kienet sa thalli
ghaddej lixx xi hadd bi hsieb li jehdilhom ir-raba’.

Kien ghadu filghodu kmieni. Il-hajja ghadha qed
tibda titmattar. L-ghodwa Maltija fil-jiem tas-sajf.
Hiereg Awwissu.

Ix-xemx gawwija kienet sa tibda tballat fuq dahar
iz-zaghzugha baxxuta taqta’ t-tadam mill-ghalqa ta’
missierha. L-ghalga kienet imdaqqgsa gmielha, u
xitla wara xitla z-zaghzugha kienet tnaqqi tadama
tadama. Kemm jaghmel tadam allajbierek, lissnet
f’qalbha. Wahda hamra aktar mill-ohra. Wahda
mlahhma aktar mill-ohra. U bla ma kienet taf x’qed
taghmel nizlet qalb ix-xtieli, haddnet il-frieghi
mizghudin hodon hodon ta’ tadam, ghannqgithom
maghha. Hekk kienet taghmel meta tmur lejn ir-
raba’ watja li kellhom fi Zmien ir-ranc¢is. Ma kienet
taqta’ lanqas warda wahda, izda kienet titpaxxa tarah
u xxomm dik ir-riha tal-genn tal-hamrija, il-fwieha
tal-hamrija niedja u tar-rancis li nibet minnha.

Lill-weraq ahdar tax-xtieli tat-tadam rassithom
ma’ sidirha. Kienu hajjitha dawn, kienu I-frottiet
ta’ missierha. Ta’ nannuha. Ta’ generazzjonijiet
ohrajn gqabilhom, min jaf kemm-il mitt sena ilhom
ghandhom dawk I-ghelieqi. Mimlija grajja u
tifkiriet.

U issa sa jeqirduhomlhom biex jibnu fabbrika
tax-xorb. Hekk iridu. Iridu dik l-art u dik il-hamrija
u dawk il-hitan biex jibnu fabbrika tax-xorb
minflokhom. Iridu jeqirdu dawk I-ghelieqi biex
jibnu fabbrika tax-xorb. Iridu dak I-ilma gieri biex
jimlew il-fliexken bl-ilma u biex ikollhom I-ilma bl-
irhis ghall-magni taghhom.

Il-mara bkiet bil-mod. Imma x’setghet taghmel?
Kienet taf li jekk jiehdu dik l-art ma jkunux hadu
biss hamsin jew sittin tomna raba’, izda jkunu
hadu maghhom silta mill-grajja qadima ta’ niesha.
Ruhha. L-ispirtu tal-holqgien. Il-hamrija ma kinitx
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biss ftit trab ahmar tal-art baxxa baxxa, imma
kienet imhabba u msensla kollha mhabba man-
nanniet, mal-buznanniet. Ma jkunux garrfu ftit
hitan tas-sejjieh biss, izda jkunu hattew sekli twal
ta’ tradizzjoni u drawwiet qodma.

Kienet tafu dan kollu din il-mara. Kienet taf 1i
kien sa jfisser it-tmiem tal-gbejniet u t-tmiem tat-
tames imdendel lest biex jitnizzel ghall-baqgta.
Kien sa jfisser tmiem il-hogor blat fejn ommha u
nannietha kienu jnixxfu t-tadam imqadded. Dan
kien sa jfisser il-bini tal-fabbrika li kienu jridu jibnu
minflok ir-raba’ taghhom.

3

Hassitha mdejqa mhux ftit il-mara.

Issa x-xemx kienet bhal bdiet iddejjagha.
Minflok ma mlietha bil-hena tas-sajf, bhal nisslet
dwejjaq li qatt ma hasset bhalhom qgabel.

Ir-riha tat-tadam kienet tithallat mal-kubrit li
kienu jroxxu missierha jew hutha s-subien fuq
ix-xitla waqt l-irtuba ta’ filghodu. Is-soltu ma
kinetx iddejjagha dik I-ghabra safra. Izda llum
bhal darrsitha fuq it-tadam ileqq. Bhal gabbditha
tkexkixa bard stramb. Bard li dejjagha. Ghaddabha.

Imma jehtieg tkompli. Hemm il-kaxxi mimlijin
tadam li qatghu hutha lbierah. Jehtieg jaqtghu li
fadal. Hemm iktar. Hafna iktar. Tunnellati shah ta’
tadam. Tadam ghal Malta. Tadam ghal barra. Tadam
ghall-kunserva. U la jillestu hemm I-gheneb. Hemm
il-brungiel, hemm il-patata, hemm il-bzar ahdar,
hemm il-bittieh... U iktar ma’ mohhha gera minn
frotta ghal frotta, aktar hasset gilla stramba, dwejjaq
kbar li ma setghetx tfisser, ghadab ghal min ried
jehdilhom I-ghelieqi.

Fil-boghod kien hemm missierha jtella’ 1-ilma
mill-ispiera. Kien hemm ommbha traqqa’ bic¢ctejn.
Kien hemm huha bil-mutur. Kien hemm huha
I-iehor idemmel radda radda. Mohh missierha kien
imhasseb, aktarx imbahnan ghax qalulu li dak ir-
raba’ li kien wiret minghand missieru u nannuh u
buznannuh ma kien taghhom xejn. Qatt ma kien
taghhom fil-fatt. Kien tal-Gvern, kienu qalulu, u
I-Gvern jista’ jdendel karta mal-hajt imberfla bl-
ahdar u jehodhulek halli jkun jista’ jbigh l-art lil
min jiftillu. II-Gvern Alla. II-bidwi ma kellu xejn.
[l-bidwi qam, ghodwa wahda, u sab li ma kellu
xejn. Ir-raba’ 1i kien jahseb li kien tieghu, ma kien
tieghu xejn. Kien biss imgabbel ghandu, u xejn
izjed. Il-bidwi ma kellu xejn. Il-bidwi gatt ma kellu
xejn. Il-grajja ma kinitx grajja mibnija fuq l-art tal-
bdiewa u tar-rahhala ghax art il-bdiewa u r-rahhala
ma kellhom qatt. Il-valuri ma kinux valuri mibnija
fuq il-blat ghax blat il-gens ta’ bdiewa u rahhala ma
kellu qatt. Il-qwiel li holoq il-gens, il-kelma miksura
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u msensla wahidha wara 1-ohra kienet mibnija fuq
art falza muta muta, tiddichak bihom. Kienu biss
ghajdut battala, fiergha u fil-vojt ghax mahluqin fil-
bahh li minn dejjem kien jibla’ kollox.

Issa nqala’ neguzjant irid jibni fabbrika tax-xorb
hemm. Propju hemm ghogbu. Propju hemm flok dak
is-saqwi tal-bidwi. U l-kbarat lil dan in-neguzjant
ma qalulu xejn. Minflok ma I-kbarat zammew mal-
bidwi, daru kontra tieghu. Riedu jeqirduh. Riedu
jwittulu r-raba’ tieghu u jiksu kullimkien b’fabbrika
kbira u gdida timla I-fliexken bl-ilma mhallat bl-
essenza u z-zokkor.

Il-lewn ahmar is-soltu jrattbilha hsiebha lil din
I-omm zaghzugha, jimlieha bl-imhabba ghat-trab li
jkabbar iz-zkuk, jimla l-arja kollha weraq u ward u
frott. Izda llum l-ahmar bhal ratu gdid. Ratu mimli
qilla ghal min ried akkost ta’ kollox jeqred dak li
kellhom. L-ahmar kien mixghul ghadab ghal dawk
kollha li riedu jaghmlu hsara lill-ambjent. Il-mara
zaghzugha bdiet tonfoh, nifs f’nifs, ghajnejha
mtlew dmugh.

Ghaliex sa jehdulna r-raba’? Ghaliex?

4

halina [-hamrija hija gid, tahseb mikduda
bejnha u bejn ruhha l-mara.

Ghaliex iridu jehduhielna? Imma ghaliex?

Hija l-istess ghajxien taghna hux...
bdiewa...

Ghaliex iridu jehdulna dan ir-raba’ ta’ gid lilna?

Il-hajja taghna, dan ir-raba’ u dan is-saqwi.

Ghaliex iridu jehdulna dan ir-raba’ kollu mela?

Minn filghodu dejjem sejrin ahna, bix-xoghol
fir-raba’.

Nahdmu ghalina, nahdmu ghal uliedna.

Nahdmu r-raba’ ghall-Maltin kollha u ghall-
barranin ukoll.

Ghaliex iridu jehduhulna mela? Ghaliex?

Ghalina t-trab hu dak li hallieli missieri u dak li
sa nhalli lit-tfal li jkolli.

Dan it-trab il-grajja taghna. Ghaliex jeqirduh?

Dan it-trab l-ilsien taghna. Ghaliex jeqirduh?

Dan it-trab l-identita taghna. Ghaliex jeqirduh?

Ahna mhux holqa? Mela ghalfejn iridu jagtghuha
din il-katina?

Xi jriduh ir-raba’ taghna? Ghaliex ma jmorrux
jibnu I-fabbrika band’ohra?

Biex tibni fabbrika hemm bzZonn teqred raba’
tajjeb?

Biex tibni fabbrika hemm bZonn teqred xaghri
sabih?

Hawn hafna art fejn jistghu jibnuha I-fabbrika
jekk iridu.

Mela hawn bilfors? Ghaliex iridu s-saqwi
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taghna? Ghax iridu x-xaghri taghna?

Ghax hawn I-ilma?

Ghax ghandhom il-flus?

Ghax ghandhom is-setgha?

Ghax ahna ma nafux inqumu fuq taghna?

Ghaliex iridu jeqirdulna s-saqwi? Ghaliex iridu
jeqirdulna dan ix-xaghri?

Ghaliex iridu s-saqwi ghalihom? Ghaliex xehtu
harsthom fuq ix-xaghri?

Mhux bizzejjed gerduhom minn bnadi ohrajn?
I1-Mellieha, Ghajn Zejtuna, il-Qawra, Bugibba, Ta’
Xbiex, il-Marsa, ix-Xlendi, 1-Ghasri, Marsalforn,
Hal Qormi, il-Mosta? Kullimkien, kullimkien.
Selmun bnew il-fabbriki fuq ix-xaghri. Sa nibqghu
sejrin hekk allura?

Mhu sa jinqala’ hadd li jwaqqathom? Mhu sa
jingala’ ebda bidwi 1i kapac¢i jigfilhom lil dawn?
Mhux sa jinqgala’ hadd li jiddefendi lil dan is-saqwi
u lil dan ix-xaghri?

Ghaliex ma jridux l-ilma jigri fil-gwiebi?

Ghaliex jeqirdu raba’ ta’ gid?

5

I-mara zaghzugha ttalla’ idha u timsah id-dmugh

niezel minn haddejha. Id-dmugh tad-dispjacir
imhallat mal-gharaq tax-xoghol. Madwarha ma
kienx hemm biss ghelieqi mimlijin frott u wc¢uh
thaddru. Izda kien hemm I-istess hajjitha. L-istess
tradizzjoni taghha. Il-fabbrika tax-xorb li riedu jibnu
propju hemmhekk kienet sa tke¢¢ihom il barra. Lil
missierha u lil ommbha. Lill-familja taghha. Lill-
girien. Lil zewgha u lil bintha. Lil hutha. I1-fabbrika
li kienu jridu jibnu kienet sa teqred darba ghal
dejjem it-tifkiriet li kellha tal-imghoddi. L-imghoddi
taghha ma kienx xi haga qadima bhal saqqu qadim
u mqatta’, izda kien l-istess identita taghha, l-istess
kelmiet 1i bihom tghallmet tlehhen hsibijietha.
L-istess rabta li tghaqqad ilbierah mghobbi bis-snin
u bil-kultura, ma’ ghada, mimli seher u misteri u
hajja gdida. Ma jistax ikun li ghalxejn b’xejn jagbdu
u jaghtu l-art lil min irid jaghmel fabbrika li seta’
jibni post iehor. Is-saqwi ma ssibux kullimkien.
Ghaliex jingered raba’ ta’ gid? Ix-xaghri ma ssibux
kullimkien. Ghaliex teqred xaghri 1-gmiel tieghu?

Il-mara gamet mill-art fejn kienet. Harset
madwarha, imbikkma, imkissra. Imbaghad resqet ’1
hemm mix-xtieli, gebbdet il-kaxxa mimlija tadam
ahmar ahmar warajha.

6

’daqqa wahda thoss forza barranija tfur
f’qalbha.

Ghadab kbir. Ghadab gdid. Ir-raba’ ma
jehduhx. Ir-raba’ ma jehduhx. Imma kollox hiemed
madwarha, kollox c¢ass. Qawwija, deciza, imma
x tista’ taghmel? Kollox hiemed, irjus baxxuta, irjus
magqtugha.

Il-grajja tal-umanita li taf hi kienet miktuba
madwarha. Il-grajja kienet miktuba fil-gwiebi, fit-
trab tal-moghdijiet. Qatt ma kienet bassret li thoss
dak li kienet ged thoss dak il-waqt. Qatt ma kienet
temmen li tasal thoss f’qalbha dak 1-ghadab u dik il-
qilla feroci li kienet ged iggarrab dak il-waqt.

Kilba kbira ghal dak li bi dritt hu taghha. Thoss
ghal gharrieda 1-hegga li jehtieg tiggieled ghal dak
li hu taghha. Kull bidwi jhoss dan I-ugigh darba
jew ohra. Jehtieg tehodha kontra kull theddida.
Dan kien il-gejjieni taghha. Dak 1i hu ta’ wliedha
u ta’ wliedhom. Dan hu l-imghoddi taghha. Dan hu
I-gejjieni taghha. Dan hu l-istess ezistenza taghha.

Dan ir-raba’ ma jmissuhx, dan ir-raba’ ma
jmissuhx, tghid bejnha u bejn ruhha. Missieri ma
jmutx, avolja xih. Jien ma mmutx. U terga’ tbus
lil bintha. Snienha mhezza bhalma gatt qabel ma
kienet hezzithom.

“Ir-raba’ ma jehduhx,” tghid lil bintha. “Ir-raba’
ma jistghu jehduh qatt ghax demmna u grajjietna
fih. Ahna l-bdiewa kbirna minnu. Lill-hajja tal-
bniedem ma tista’ tnehhieha gatt mill-art tieghu!”

Thaddan lil bintha sewwa maghha. Qalbha
sewda. Imnikkta xorta wahda. U mhawda. Lil bintha
turiha 1-firxiet u l-ogsma ta’ missierha. L-imghoddi
taghha. Il-gejjieni taghha. Tkellimha. Twiddibha
ma thalli lil hadd imiss dawk I-ghelieqi, langas meta
tikber hi.

Imbaghad timxi lil hemm. Issa hosbiena.

Imma x’tagbad taghmel? Kollox hiemed, kollox
¢ass, kull ras maqtugha, kull ras soghbiena.

X’tista’ taghmel?

L-omm zaghzugha thares lejn bintha c¢kejkna
¢cassata lejha. Demgha ggelben ma’ haddejn
I-omm. Tbusha. L-omm tbus lil bintha. Il-bint tbus
lill-omm.

Min sa jlahhaq ma’ ghadu li jghawwar go hobbu?
X’sahha kien hemm madwarha biex ma thalli lil
hadd jiehu l-art ta’ missirijietha? Min minn dawk
madwarha kien hemm b’sahhtu bizzejjed fuq dawn
il-gzejjer biex ma jhalli lil hadd jahtaflu I-hamrija
kollha hajja u kollha grajja?

Harsitha fuq bintha kollha herqana ghall-hajja u
ghall-ghajxien. Bintha tbissmitilha. Il-mara tpoggi
fuq gebla u marritilha kull sahha.
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Lill-gellied tal-art
Obzoqli f’wié¢i ghaziz habib Gamil.

Kultant niftakar fik -- titmieghek fid-dezert,
mixhut mal-art ramlija -- bi dmugh l-ugigh f’ghajnejk.
U b’hegga barranija -- titliegheb fuq haddejk
turini 1-hofra kbira -- fil-qalba ta’ rkopptejk
u l-gerha kollha mhabba -- tberrahlek imnifsejk.

Gamil, ghaziz habib, obzoqli f*wic¢i trid?

Kultant niftakar fik -- titmieghek fid-dezert,

u l-qilla t’ibnek hdejk -- tinfed il-qalb u 1-hsieb
xhin inti ggieghlu jahlef -- il-halfa kollha demm
imghaqqad kollu gieh -- li artu jroddlok lura
u [-qamar jiddi hieni -- fuq xaghri mehlusin
xhin hakmet il-barrani -- bid-demm ta’ hajtu jtemm.

Magqdarni ghaziz habib, maqdarni trid?

Kissrulek irkopptejk -- ja gellied nobbli,

u int tkaxkart mugugh -- ghax ’l artek ridtha tieghek.
Lili obzoqli f’wicé¢i -- id-demm iswed ta’ sidrek
biex jiena bih niddakkar -- il-qilla hierga minnek

biex jien xi darba nqum -- flok hiemed f’genb bezziegh
nitnieghes u aljenat -- xhin 1-ghadu jdur ghax-xaghri
fuq dawn l-iskolli tieghi -- u 1-gaffa nara ghaddejja
minghajr ma nerfa’ jdejja -- u bla nharrek xuftejja.

Obzogli f’wi¢ci ja Gamil, obzoqli
tbagbiq id-demm ta’ qalbek.
Obzogli f’wi¢ci ja Gamil, obzoqli
il-ghadab minn go hsiebek,
ghax jien bla sahha,
¢ass u dghajjef, hiemed...

HORACE ENTERPRISES LTD.

Trophies & Sports Goods Importer & Wholesaler

Horace Micallef
Director

84, Gudja Road, Ghaxaq, GXQ2172, Malta
Tel: (356) 2169 6302 « Mob: (356) 9942 0346 « Fax: (356) 2169 3397

Website: www.horace-ent.com « Email: horaceenltd@link.net.mt




A. Vella Borg & Sons Ltd ....... 14
A.J.M. Service Station ............ 39
Aalayah’s Stop & Shop........... 59
Agalaya Beauty Clinic............. 56
ALKOVA..ceviiiiieiiiiieee, 71
Allneeds

The D.L.Y. Store ................. 108
Angela’s Flower Shop........... 141
Artin Beauty.......ccoocevveeriiennne 6
Bayleaves .......cccocceeveenieniene 134
Beauty Mood........ccccceceeneenee 39
Belleview & Square Bistro .....47
Billy’s c.eeeeeiiieieeenceeee 28
Bottles & Bottles..................... 54
Carmel Vella Limited............... 76
Cavett Place ........cocooevverernnae. 56
Central Asphalt Ltd ................. 76
CLD...oeiiiiiiieieeneeeeee 133
Dainty.....cccooceeevieiiieeeieenieene 22
Dingli Butcher..........ccccceeeueeen. 55
Drifter......cocevviniiniiiienee 112
Drivewell........cccocceeviniennnnne. 134
Eight24 .....oovieiiiieeee, 23
EPC Computer Centre............. 14
Evergreen .......cccceeeveevieennenn. 86
Eyetech....coocovveeieieiiieiieeiee 18
Fieldsports.......cccceveeniencennenne 22
G3 Group .ccceeveeveeieeieeiene 2,3
Gason Mamo Insurance .......... 50
George’s Bakery.......coceevneen. 91
Great Dane Restaurant ............ 38
Green Valley.......ccocceveveennenne 60
HB MOtOrs ...c..coveeneeneeneenneene 33

2023

Herbies ......cocooevveeviiieniiiienns 43
Horace Enterprises Ltd ......... 147
1CAM e 90
Imperial Bar .........ccccceceeenen. 54
Ir-Razzett Fruit Shop............... 64
JOAttard ....ooeeeieeieeeeee 37
JoVella...ooiiiniiiiiicne 65
J&G Discount........ccceecuveeneennne 37
IDS inside back
Jevon’s Fruit Shop........c.c...... 51
Joe Gauci Metal Works............ 82
John Bray & Family

Funeral Services................... 88
John Buttigieg Cikkies.......... 135
John Debono Hardware Ltd ....12
Joseph Debono Mapfre ........... 30
Julie’s Lifestyle .......ccccceeuennen. 56
Kafé Borg.....ccooeeveeieeieeicnen. 60
Lifting Service ......cc.ccecererueene. 43
Luna Holiday Complex......... 109
Manuel Bezzina Co Ltd .......... 51
Manuel’s Garage ...........cccue.... 25
Marianna Stationery................ 44
Mario Gauci .....cocveeeeeeeeeeennens 44
Maritim Antonine

Hotel & Spa ...cccoeevenvennennee. 10
Mark Taliana Gardening ......... 46
Mgarr United Bar

& Restaurant ........ccccceeeneennne 64
Mosta Bacon .........ccceeeeveenennnne 18
Nella’s .ooveeeveenieeieeieeieeeeenn 11
One 80....ccoceeeveenennne. inside front
Ostrica Nera .......ccocceeveeeeeeenenns 42

m_ wwwimperialbandclub com

P&C Cauchi .....cccceceeeeieennne 35
Paradise Bay Resort ................ 19
Paws ‘n’ Claws........ccoeueenee. 103
Perfumes&more ......outside back
PhBorg Ltd......ccoeeevveriens 55
Popeye Village ........cccceveeneene 34
Regjun Tramuntana................. 73
ROCS ..., 7
Sala Imperial .........ccoecveevneenne. 58
Salia...ceoerieieieeeeeee 130
Santa Maria

Service Station .................... 53
SMING .eoeeeriiiniiiieeiceeeeeee 93
Stardust .....ccoeeeeeiieieeeeeee 29
Stephen Deguara.............c.c...... 9
Suiga Snack Bar...................... 15
Ta’ Dronk .......coccveeveeeeveenneens 11
Ta’ Peter ....cccoveeeveeeeeeieenen, 103
Ta’ Titta Confectionery ........... 65
Tal-Puzzu ........ccovevveeveennns 44
Thai Thai.....ccoceevienieneeienen. 30
The Beach at Paradise Bay .....31
The Caterer.........cccecveeeveerneene 59
The Core......ceevveeeeieeeieeeieens 26
The Hilltop Restaurant............ 34
The Veggie Truck.................... 66
Tony’s Bakery .......ccccceeevueenee. 86
Tony Engineering Works....... 108
Tower Ladder Services ......... 122
WeLbEE’S ...oovvveeeeeiieeieeeieens 27
Zammit Concrete .................. 112



AT JDS WE OFFER;

A variety of custom made kitchens , bedrooms and
bespoke furniture, both modern and traditional to suit
your needs,

A variety of custom designs and local manufacture
that can provide you with a range of materials
and colour schemes of your

choice.

We also have a

wide range of gifts
and accessories. These
include tableware, to
cushions, runners, crystal
vases, lamps and occasional
furniture.

All are manufactured
locally in Marsa.

Visit our showroom in Mellieha to view our Himolla
sofa collection. Carrying a 5 year guarantee, Himolla
can bring more comfort to home.

Visit the Himella website:
v himolla.com

P N T N |

' SAVE MONEY

L) \ \ _ WITH JDS

Ask us for any NV e / DIY MADE
assistance, you may N\ ;

o V= TO MEASURE
\ : SERVICES.

Main Street. Mellicha | Garibaldi Street, Marsa | t: +356 2152 2390
e: info@jdsfurniture.com | s wwwjdsfurniture.com | fb: |05 Furniture



perfumes &more

Apply Coupon Code:

6FOR100

Terms & Conditions Apply

D&P

perfumum

_— Main Street, Mellieha
Sliema | Fgural Point | Mosta | Birkirkara | Hamrun

Telephone; (#88BYR2OI5 1818 | WhatsApp: (+356) 7743 9472
Email: manager@perfumg SsEnREmore.com.mt | Website: www.perfumesandmore.com.mt:




