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Waslet il-festa, u din is-sena nistghu ni¢celebraw
il-festa ta’ Marija Bambina b’mod shih u normali
wara wagqfa ta’ sentejn. Il-pandemija COVID-19 li
lagtet lid-dinja, halliet l-effetti negattivi taghha u
r-restrizzjonijiet 1i kienu imposti fil-hajja ta’ kuljum
lagtu b’mod dirett 1-hidma u l-operat tal-ghaqdiet
muzikali fejn sahansitra ghal perjodu twil kellhom
jaghlqu l-bibien taghhom. L-gheluq tal-kazini kellu
effett dirett fuq il-hidma tas-socjeta u ghal zmien twil
dawn ma setghux joperaw. Konsegwenza ta’ dan,
is-sorsi li minnhon konna niggeneraw id-dhul biex
f’dawn i¢-c¢irkostanzi trid tinghaqad flimkien biex
issib il-mod kif teghleb dawn id-diffikultajiet halli
meta d-dinja u l-hajja terga’ ghan-normal, inkunu
nistghu nkomplu bil-hidma taghna.

Bhala kumitat direttiv hadna d-dec¢izjoni li meta
u sa fejn ikun possibbli l-attivita gewwa l-kazin trid
tkompli ghaddejja normali, izda dejjem nosservaw
ir-restrizzjonijiet imposti mill-awtoritajiet tas-sahha.
Il-provi tal-banda u tal-kor, flimkien mat-taghlim tal-
muzika nghataw l-ewwel importanza. Dawn baqghu
jsiru b’mod regolari ghax ilkoll nemmnu li dawn huma
I-qalb li madwarha hija mibnija so¢jetd muzikali.

Hawn irrid nirringrazzja lis-Surmast Direttur, id-
Direttri¢i tal-Kor, flimkien mal-bandisti u 1-membri
tal-kor li f’dawn il-mumenti difficli aktar inghaqdu
biex bis-sechem taghhom Zammejna I-hidma
ghaddejja. L-istess nistghu nghidu ghat-taghlim
tal-muzika li dan kompla ghaddej halli kemm ikun
possibbli l-allievi taghna jibghu jitharrgu biex in-
numru tal-membri fil-banda jkompli dejjem jikber.
Thossok kburi meta f’dan iz-zmien diffi¢li 1-banda u
I-kor jibqghu miexja ’1 quddiem u jtellghu programmi
muzikali, u dan kollu grazzi ghall-impenn ta’ hafna
persuni li minkejja d-diffikultajiet kollha, hadmu
flimkien b’ghan wiehed, dak li 1-Ghaqda Muzikali
Imperial tkompli miexja ’l quddiem.

Ghalkemm kien hemm pressjoni fuq il-finanzi
tal-kazin, dan ma qatax qalb il-kumitat biex ikompli
I-hidma tieghu. Applikajna ghal diversi progetti u
fondi li permezz taghhom stajna nkomplu ghaddejjin
bil-hidma taghna li nwettqu diversi progetti biex
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L-Ghaqda Muzikali Imperial

tul I-ahhar sena

Josef Borg
President

inkomplu nsebbhu I-kazin
taghna. Ghamilna progetti ta’
restawr biex nikkonservaw
opri li ghandna fil-kazin. Biex
taghmel dan ix-xoghol trid
hidmakbirata’ diversi persuni
li tibda mal-applikazzjoni tal-
progett u tkompli wara billi
dan kollu jitwettaq b’mod strutturali. Ghandna hafna
progetti li tlestew u ohrajn li bdew u jridu jitkomplew.
Progett 1i ilu mistenni huwa dak tat-tisbih tal-bar u
l-entratura tal-kazin.

Dan huwa ppjanat li jibda wara 1-festa tal-Vitorja,
u hawn irrid nirringrazzja lill-Ministru tat-Turizmu
1-Onorevoli Clayton Bartolo li permezz tal-Awtorita
Maltija tat-Turizmu ghadda fondi sostanzjali lill-
ghaqda taghna fost ohrajn biex inkomplu naghtu
dehra isbah u moderna lill-entratura tal-kazin. Dawn
il-progetti kienu jinvolvu hafna hidma u minn qalbi
nghid grazzi lil kull min b’mod jew iehor ta s-sehem
tieghu biex ikunu jistghu jitwettqu.

Fil-hajja tiltaqa’ ma’ realtajiet ta’ diga u niket.
Qed naghmel referenza ghat-telfa tal-bandist Carmel
Fenech, u l-membri onorarji Vincent Debono u
John Pisani (fl-Awstralja), kif ukoll membri tal-
kazin u benefatturi 1i lkoll mietu matul din is-sena.
Telfa ta’ membru mill-familja tnikktek dejjem, izda
huwa d-dmir taghna li nibghu niftakru fihom u
nirringrazzjawhom ghall-hidma taghhom.

Bhalma semmejt hawn fuq, din il-hidma kollha
tkun possibbli biss bl-ghajnuna ta’ diversi persuni li
jahdmu mill-qalb ghax ghandhom ghal qalbhom il-
kazin. Lil shabi tal-Kumitat Direttiv, Kummissjoni
Banda u Kor, Kummissjoni Zghazagh, Surmast
Direttur, Direttric¢i tal-Kor, bandisti, membri tal-kor,
ghalliema u allievi nirringrazzjakom tal-impenn u
I-hidma taghkom.

L-impenn volontarju ta’ dawn in-nies huwa l-aqwa
garanzija biex is-socjetajiet taghna jkollhom futur
sabih. Hawn naghmel appell biex aktar persuni joffru
l-ghajnuna taghhom b’risq is-so¢jeta, biex il-kultura u
l-identita taghna nkomplu nsahhuha.

Nawgura lil kulhadd il-festa t-tajba.

www.imperialbandclub.com 5
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Nixtieq nibda billi nirringrazzja minn qalbi lill-
Ghaqda Muzikali Imperial ta’ din l-opportunita
biex inwassal il-messagg tieghi bhala Sindku tal-
Mellieha fil-ktejjeb 1i 1-ghaqda tippubblika ta’ kull
sena fl-okkazjoni tal-festa.

Ghaddiet sena u wasal iz-zmien tal-festa.
Ghalkemm il-festa tigi darba fis-sena, fejn issa
ha jkun ilna ma ni¢celebrawha ghal dawn l-ahhar
sentejn, pero naf l-impenn ta’ dawk kollha involuti
fix-xoghol ta’ preparazzjoni biex tigi ¢¢elebrata festa
mill-aqwa. Dak hu l-pjacir tal-festa, li tara familja
wahda maghquda fejn bi mhabba jaghmlu sighat
twal ta’ volontarjat. Naf u nithem kemm huma kbar
l-ispejjez biex issir festa spe¢jalment wara sentejn
bla attivitajiet, izda bl-appogg u bl-ghajnuna ta’
kulhadd, nemmen li naslu wkoll biex tittella’ festa
ohra mill-isbah.

[1-Kunsill Lokali tal-Mellieha jaghti wkoll is-
sehem tieghu biex tigi ¢celebrata I-festa tar-rahal
taghna, fejn b’mod partikolari din is-sena, anke
bhala Kunsill hadna numru ta’ decizjonijiet bzonjuzi
u importanti biex naraw li t-tradizzjonijiet tal-festa
jibgghu jigu ¢celebrati anke fil-futur u ma jintilfux.
Dan ghamilnieh bhala familja wahda b’tahditiet

Is-Sindku tal-Kunsill Lokali tal-Mellieha

Dario Vella

mal-ghaqdiet  kollha li
ghandhom x’jagsmu mal-
festa tar-rahal. Barra
minn hekk, matul is-sena
I-Kunsill jorganizza numru
t’attivitajiet fejn ma jonqosx
is-sehem tal-ghaqdiet tal-
lokal ukoll. Minn galbi nirringrazzjahom tal-impenn
li juru lejn il-komunita.

Il-festa ta’ Marija Bambina hija festa unika u
ghaldagstant ghandna nibqghu ni¢c¢elebraw din il-
festa qaddisa kif jixraq, bhala familja wahda. Minn
qalbi nheggeg lill-Mellehin kollha biex jiehdu
sehem fi¢-celebrazzjonijiet religjuzi u anke dawk
esterni li jsiru f’dawn il-jiem tal-festa. Nitlob lil
Marija Bambina tharisna u tkompli tghaqqadna biex
inkomplu ni¢¢elebrawha bhala familja wahda.

Nixtieq naghlaq dan il-messagg billi f’ismi u
f’isem shabi I-kunsilliera kollha u 1-istaff tal-kunsill,
nirringrazzja lill-President is-Sur Josef Borg u lil
shabu kollha tal-hidma bla waqfien taghhom matul
is-sena kollha u lill-familjari taghhom tas-sapport.
Nawgura I-festa t-tajba lil kulhadd.

Viva Marija Bambina!

g Py

Mob:-7984-5121

8 www.imperialbandclub.com



Wara sentejn bla festi minhabba I|-famuza
COVID-19, jidher li din is-sena se jirnexxilna
nergghu naghmlu I-festa. Nitolbu lil Alla bis-serjeta
biex ma jinqalax xi gwaj iehor. Ovvjament dan igib
ferh kbir, f’dawk li jahdmu ghall-festa, f’dawk li
jgawdu l-festa u f’dawk li jiggwadanjaw mill-festa.
Igib ferh ukoll fil-membri tal-Knisja tal-Mellieha
ghax ghalkemm il-festa tat-8 ta’ Settembru mhix
il-festa principali tal-Knisja (dik hi 1-Ghid), imma
zgur li ghalina I-membri ta’ din il-parroc¢ca u tal-
Knisja kollha, it-twelid tal-Vergni Marija, dik 1i hi
[-Omm tas-Salvatur taghna, hi ta’ importanza mill-
akbar.

Hemm festi u festi. Hi festa ghal dawk l-eluf li
jmorru jaraw loghba futbol, forsi mhux ghal dawk li
jitilfu, imma zgur hi festa li tara eluf ta’ nies jifirhu
flimkien. Hi festa 1-festival tan-nar ghal dawk id-
dilettanti li jaraw kif jaghmlu biex igawduh. Hi festa
I-festivals tal-muzika li huma mfittxija minn tant
eluf. Hi festa wkoll I-festa parrokkjali li ticcelebra
kull parroc¢ca. Biss b’differenza. Liema hi din id-
differenza? Li suppost kull festa parrokkjali hi
r-rizultat ta’ festa religjuza. Suppost 1i l-attivitajiet
kollha, anke ta’ barra I-knisja, huma rizultat tal-festa
religjuza li nkunu ged nic¢celebraw. Il-baned, in-nar,
l-armar, il-muzika, 1-ikel u xorb flimkien... dan
kollu fi Zmien il-festa suppost li huwa rizultat tal-
ghajxien religjuz taghna bhala komunita li nemmnu
u li ged nifirhu flimkien waqt li ni¢celebraw it-
twelid t’Ommna Marija.

SUPPOST. Ghaliex ged ninsisti fuq din il-
kelma. Ghax sfortunatament, numru sewwa minn
dawk 1i jiehdu sehem f’dawn il-festi jigu jaqghu u
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Ingeddu I-Festi taghna

Kan. Dun Joe Caruana
L-Arcipriet tal-Mellieha

jqumu mill-element religjuz

tal-festa u  jirriducuha
ghal semplicement zvog
ghad-delizzji jew (qligh

taghhom. Halli niftichem
sewwa; hemm numru sabih
ukoll minn dawk kollha
li jahdmu ghall-festi esterni li huma mhux biss
Insara prattikanti imma wkoll jaraw li jiehdu sehem
regolari fl-ghajxien tal-hajja Nisranija mhux biss fi
zmien il-festa imma matul is-sena kollha. U lil dawn
irrid nurihom l-apprezzament tieghi ghax nifhem
li gieli jigu f’diffikulta bejn dak 1i tirrikjedi festa
Nisranija u dak li forsi jkun propost minn shabhom
stess li ma jahsbuhiex bhalhom.

Meta I-festa ma narawhiex f’dan is-sens veru
u Nisrani taghha, nistiednu diversi problemi.
Nissugraw li, kif naraw f’diversi bnadi ohra, il-
festa minflok c¢elebrazzjoni Nisranija aktar tispicca
glied. Flok l-entitajiet kollha jahdmu id f’id ghal
skop wiehed, jispiccaw f’pika bejniethom. Minflok
in-nies tingabar biex tiehu pjacir flimkien tispi¢ca
f’esagerazzjoni li aktar tixbah lil xi orgja milli festa
Nisranija.

Ghalhekk ejjew wagqt li nifirhu li ghandna ¢-¢ans
li nistghu nergghu ni¢éelebraw il-festi taghna anke
b’mod estern, fl-istess hin niehdu l-okkazjoni ta’
din il-waqfa li garrabna biex issa naraw li nergghu
nibdew dawn il-festi taghna kif ghandhom ikunu,
espressjoni Nisranija ta’ gima vera lil Ommna
Marija fi twelidha u mezz kif niltaqghu flimkien,
ni¢c¢elebraw u nifirhu, ta’ ahwa Nsara li ahna.

ID-DROGA TEQIRDEK...

Hajtek f’idejk... TITLIFHIEX!!

www.imperialbandclub.com 9
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Il-hin... dejjem ghaddej b’pass meqjus sew u bla
wagfien, imma qatt m’ghandu xi ghagla partikolari.
Ahna li bhal donnu dejjem mghagglin, nippruvaw
nigru warajh biex inlahhqu mieghu, imma qisu
dejjem ghalxejn. Cans ta’ xejn, dagslikieku ghada
ma jisbahx ukoll. Min hu involut f’xi xoghol
volontarju, imma mhux biss, jaf sewwa x’qed
nghid. Ghax nghidulha kif inhi, bhal donnu ix-
xoghol dejjem jaga’ fuq l-istess erbgha, sitta, jew
forsi tuzzana min-nies. Mhux ghax ma jkunx hemm
min ma jkunx jinqala’ biex jaghmel l-istess bi¢ca
xoghol, imma ¢ertu nies tkun qgisek trid timbuttahom
biex jiccaqalqu xi ftit. Xi whud jippreferu jzommu
lura milli jxammru l-kmiem u jmiddu ghonghom
ghax-xoghol, halli mbaghad jaf issibhom li jkunu
jiehdu l-ewwel biex jikkritikaw meta xi haga ma
tmurx bl-ahjar mod possibbli. U biex tkompli
tghaxxaq kollox, bhal gisu min hu msallab bix-
xoghol, inziduhulu, filwaqt li min qged ibandal
saqajh, inhalluh jibga’ jbandalhom. Nisthajjilkom
tghiduli “Hekk sewwal!”

Wiehed habib tieghi darba qalli frazi li bqajt
niftakarha. Qalli 1i x-xoghol trid ittih lil min
ghandu x’jaghmel ghax b’hekk tkun cert li se jsir,
u probabilment isir tajjeb mill-ewwel. U tithimha
jekk tahsibha ftit. Min ghandu hafna x’jaghmel ma
jistax jippermetti li joqghod jitlajja, ghax inkella
ma jispi¢cca qatt. Lanqas jista’ jissogra li jaghmel
bicca xoghol ta’ kafkaf, ghax inkella jaf li x’aktarx
se terga’ tispicca f hogru. Ara min mhux imhabbat,
jippreferi jibga’ hekk u bic¢a xoghol ta’ kwarta jara
kif jaghmel biex igebbidha ghal siegha, jekk mhux
iktar. Nisthajjilkom tghiduli “Hekk gusta l-hajja!”

Jekk hux sew jew gust inhalli f’idejkom
tiddeciedu; jien opinjoni ghandi, imma nippreferi
nzommibha ftit ghalija. Li hu zgur hu li ahna li dhalna
ghall-volontarjat ma nistghux nippretendu li kulhadd
ghandu jaghmel bhalna. Ma nistghux ingieghlu lil
haddiehor jimxi fuq l-istess passi taghna. Dik trid
tkun decizjoni taghhom. Forsi n-nuqqas gej xi ftit jew
wisq min-naha taghna. Forsi m’ahniex ged inhajru

Dr John Baptist Gauci

Segretarju Generali

bizzejjed lin-nies biex jidhlu

ghax-xoghol volontarju.
Jista’ jkun 1i bl-imgiba
taghna jew  bid-diskors

taghna, forsi minghajr ma
biss nintebhu u bla ebda
intenzjoni hazina, geghdin
innaffru lin-nies minflok nattirawhom. Tifthmunix
hazin: mhux ged inpoggi l-ebda tort ghan-nuqqas
tal-volontarjat fuq min b’hafna sagrificcju qed
jiddedika hinu ghal dan I-ghan nobbli; kulma qed
nghid hu li ta’ min forsi wiehed jaghmel ftit ezami
tal-kuxjenza.

Jista’ jkun li xi ftit mit-tort hu taghna wkoll ghax
forsi m’ghandniex pacenzja nispjegaw bil-kalma,
jew forsi nkunu nervuzi wisq u tagbzilna malajr. Hu
minnu li xi kultant thossok li kwazi kwazi sakemm
tispjega kif trid issir bi¢¢a xoghol, tkun stajt ilhaqt
ghamiltha inti stess. Imma hemm fejn, fl-opinjoni
tieghi, ged nongsu. Ghax anke jekk l-ewwel darba
tiehu iktar fit-tul biex tispjega lil haddiehor x’ ghandu
jaghmel, id-drabi li jmiss forsi jkun jista’ jaghmel il-
bic¢a xoghol iktar malajr, u possibilment minghajr
lI-intervent tieghek. Minbarra li dan jiffrankalek
il-hin, dik il-persuna tibda wkoll thossha utli u jaf
tithajjar taghmel pass iehor biex tagbad it-triq tal-
volontarjat. Jekk ma jsib xejn 1i jattirah, kif jista’
wiehed jiddeciedi li jaghti xi ftit mill-hin diga
limitat ghall-hidma volontarja? Ghax jekk inkunu
sin¢iera maghna nfusna, illum tista’ tghid li hadd
m’ghandu cans ghalxejn. Fil-verita, nafu sew li
¢-cans irridu naghmluh ahna stess jekk verament
irridu li naghmlu xi haga, u ma nistghux nistennewh
li se jigi wahdu, ghax inkella dejjem jirnexxilna
nsibu xi haga ohra differenti fiex nhedew.

Kull min hu involut fix-xoghol volontarju hemm
bzonn li jwassal stampa sabiha ta’ dan l-aspett tant
importanti fil-hajja ta’ kwalunkwe komunita. B hekk
biss nistghu forsi nibdew nittamaw li iktar nies
jithajru jiddedikaw ftit minn hinhom biex, minghajr
ma jistennew xejn lura, ikunu t’ghajnuna ghall-
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istess komunita li jghixu fiha. It-triq mhix ghan-
nizla, imma pjuttost bil-kontra — irridu nithabtu
qatigh jekk nixtiequ li dan il-messagg taghna jasal.
Fil-hajja tal-lum jezistu distrazzjonijiet ta’ kull tip li
jtellfu milli wiehed jara u jithem ghalfejn ix-xoghol
volontarju hu prezzjuz u ta’ fejda mhux biss ghal
min jiréevih, imma bil-wisq iktar ghal min jaghmlu.
Il-lezzjonijiet li wiehed jiehu bl-involviment fis-
settur tal-volontarjat ma jehodhom minn imkien
aktar — la minn fuq il-bank tal-iskola, la minn fuq

il-post tax-xoghol u lanqas mill-familja.

Izda dawn il-problemi u d-diffikultajiet
m’ghandhomx jaqtghu qalb dawk li huma involuti
fil-volontarjat, u langas dawk li mhumiex involuti
m’ghandhom jitfghu l-isponza u jéedu Il-armi.
Kollha kemm ahna rridu nemmnu b’rieda shiha li
ghad jista’ jkollna iktar nies li jaghrfu li x-xoghol
volontarju hu verament sabih. Kuragg!

I1-festa t-tajba lil kulhadd.

Interested in joining
the Imperial Choir?

New Members Welcome!

Contact us on
info@imperialbandclub.com

J&G
Discount

Discount Detergent Shop

Triq it-Tgham, II-Mellieha
Tel: 21522658
Mob: 79057948

Opening Hours
Mon-Fri:
9.00-13.00 & 16.00 — 19.00
Sat: 9.00 — 14.00

Free
Delivery

-::]3356 9982@ 4 54
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FREE SCRAP METAL COLLECTION §

SKIP HIRE & HIGH UP SERVICES

www.imperialbandclub.com
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Cash &

iTel 421524685 80A | Main!Street: IViellieha)

Phone Orders are accepted!
Vast range of top-brand products
at super-saver prices!
Perfumes  Baby Products Skin Care
Detergents Toiletries  Cleaning Equipment
Car Care Products Washing Liquids & Powders

... and much, much more!

Opening Hours: Mon-Fri: 09:00- 13:00 & 16:00- 19:00
Thursday: 09:00- 19:00
Saturday: 09:00 - 14:00

A.).M.
Service Station |

Car-Computer Diagnostic on site

Auto-Mechanic & Car Service
Battery Change
Tyre Services & Repairs

24/7 Car Wash

Mellieha Bypass
Mellieha
T: 27525200
E: ajm@mzfuels.com




bottles &bottles

www.bottlesandbottles.com

(1 your wholesale beverage store 39

OPEN ALL DAY, 7 DAYS A WEEK
7, TRIQ L-ETNA, MELLIEHA

Facebook

AUTHENTIC

KITCHEN & BAR

Outdoor and Indoor Seating |
Bookings Advised.

Take Away Available.
Delivery Through Bolt.
¢ 9938 9689
16, Trig lI-Marfa, Mellieha.
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L-espressjoni Maltija “Bil-qatra l-qatra timtela
I-garra” tiddeskrivi ezatt il-qofol ta’ dawn l-erba’
kelmiet li xtaqt nagsam maghkom hawnhekk.
L-ghaqdiet volontarji f’Malta, nazzarda nghid,
anke xi socjetajiet tal-banda, ghal Zmien twil
kienu bhal gishom jiddependu minn dawk l-uhud
li kienu jifilhu finanzjarjament ftit mhux hazin
u minn ghal Zmien kienu jdahhlu idhom fil-but,
jew fil-kont tal-bank, u jaghmlu xi donazzjoni ftit
jew wisq sostanzjali. Permezz t’hekk kienu jaghti
spinta ’l quddiem il-finanzi ta’ dawn I-ghaqdiet u
jzommuhom ghaddejjin mhux hazin. Mhux qed
nghid li kien hemm xi haga hazina b’hekk, perd din
il-prattika llum il-gurnata gieghda dejjem tonqos u
ftit ghadek issib min lest jagixxi b’dan il-mod. Forsi
hi bidla fil-mentalita, forsi bis-sahha tal-gharfien u
I-biza’ 1i hawn fuq il-hasil tal-flus, forsi m’ghadx
hawn min ghadu dagshekk akkanit, jew forsi tort ta’
dawn li semmejt kollha kemm huma.

Fil-gurnata tal-lum, tista’ tghid li l-iktar mezz
effettiv li bih tkun tista’ tigbor xi ftit fondi ghall-
ghaqdiet volontarji hu billi tifrex fuq diversi sorsi
ta’ dhul. L-iskemi ta’ fondi li joffru d-diversi
agenziji li jkunu ffinanzjati jew mill-Gvern jew
mill-Unjoni Ewropea huma ta’ ghajnuna kbira
ghall-ghaqdiet bhal taghna. Imbaghad hemm ukoll
id-diversi attivitajiet ta’ gbir ta’ fondi li I-ghaqdiet
itellghu minn Zmien ghal Zmien. Ghajnuna ohra hi

Anthony Schembri

Segretarju Finanzjarju

I-mizata annwali li l-membri
jhallsu biex ikunu msiehba
fl-ghaqda. Individwalment,
l-ebda sors ta’ dhul i
semmejt mhu sostanzjali,
imma flimkien jghinu sabiex
il-finanzi tal-ghaqda jibqghu
sodi. Imbaghad hemm ukoll I-ghaqgal ta’ min imexxi
li, filwaqt li ma jxekkilx il-progress tal-ghaqda u
jkompli jinvesti fejn hemm bzonn, irid joqghod
attent li ma jidholx ghal djun ecc¢essivi li jaf ikunu
jfissru d-daqqa tal-mewt tal-istess ghaqda.

Fejn jidhlu I-membri tal-ghaqda, hu I-ftit tal-
hafna li jaghmel id-differenza kollha. L-ghaqdiet
iridu joqoghdu attenti li ma jippruvawx jahtfu wisq
minghand xi whud, ghax dawn jistghu jitnaffru u
jnaffru ohrajn. Ir-reghba mhi tajba ghal hadd. U
meta ged insemmi I-ftit tal-hafna, mhux ged nghid
biss ghall-flus jew affarijiet materjali ohra, izda dan
l-istess kuncett jghodd ukoll ghal xi daqqa t’id li
jista’ jkun hemm bzonn minn Zmien ghal zmien. Ikun
x’ikun, il-garra nistghu nimlewha kollha flimkien,
kulhadd bil-qatra li jista’ jaghti. Dan ikompli jghin
sabiex l-ghaqda li tant inhobbu, 1-Ghaqda Muzikali
Imperial, tibga’ miexja ’l quddiem u tkompli
tissahhah ghaz-zmien li gej.

Nawgura I-festa t-tajba lill-anzjani, lill-emigranti
u lill-Mellehin kollha.

J::::Ja:mrj,q:
PO HET O N 5O
Cross Street, Mellieha

Tel: 21571692 « Mob: 99223908
Email: starduststationary@gmail.com
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Mro Anthony Borg

Surmast Direttur

Huwa ta’ pjacir ghalija li wara kwazi tliet | _pckivju...
snin mill-ahhar li ¢c¢elebrajna I-festa ta’ Marija Matul dawn l-ahhar
Bambina kif konna mdorrijin ni¢celebraw qgabel il-  yhur sar xoghol kbir ta’
pandemija, din is-sena se nergghu jkollna ¢-Cans li rinovazzjoni fl-arkivju tal-
niccelebraw il-festa tant ghaziza bl-istess hegga tas-  uzika i ghandna gewwa
snin ta’ qabel. Is-sentejn li ghaddew kienu difficli  |_yxq7in. L-arkivju muzikali
ghal kulhadd imma issa rridu nharsu ’l quddiem u ghaqda  muzikali

nkorpplu ‘t?ir-rit.mu 1% diga qbadng u nhallq v'vafajna ghandu importanza kbira u huwa parti importanti
dan iz-zmien 'dlfﬁch.‘Inrodd hz‘qr lill-muzicisti t.al- mill-istorja tal-Banda. Huwa xhieda ta’ kif zviluppa
Banda Imperial u lill-membri tal-Kor Imperial, mag] is-snin ir-repertorju muzikali u x’direzzjoni
flimkien mat-Tenur Brian Cefai u I-Baritonu Alfred 1 u7ikali taw id-diversi surmastrijiet matul iz-
Camilleri, li fi Zmien dagstant difficli Zammew  ;minjjiet. Jekk tifli I-muzika li tinsab £*dawn I-arkivji
l-appuntament ta’ kull sena mal-poplu Melliehi  (ista’ wkoll tinnota kif zviluppat l-istrumentazzjoni
f’jum il-festa, u flimkien fi¢c-Cirkustanzi li konna (31 baned lokali matul is-snin.

ghaddejjin minnhom,. .esegwejl.la l-ir.mu tant.sabi.h Fl-arkivju tal-Ghaqda Muzikali Imperial insibu
u devo.t ad unur Marija Bambina minn fuq il-bejt  gjversi generi ta’ muzika kemm, ghall-banda u
tal-kazin. kemm ghall-kor. Tajjeb insemmu 1i l-aktar muzika

antika li ghandna fl-arkivju tal-Ghaqda Muzikali

— v BB
e gt 8
EES LS s == =—————=—

= iS—sin=i==—— ————————~=————=——

Selezzjoni mill-Opera Carmen ta’ George Bizet, transkrizzjoni ta’ E. Bartoli, Awwissu 1880
(Arkivju Ghaqda Muzikali Imperial, Mellieha)
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Imperial huma béejje¢ operisti¢i u sinfonici li whud
minnhom imorru lura sal-ahhar kwart tas-seklu
dsatax. Muzika operistika u sinfonika flimkien ma’
marc¢i brijuzi u funebri, baqghu jiddominaw ir-
repertorju bandistiku f’Malta sa nofs is-snin tmenin
tas-seklu l-iehor.

Minn dakinhar 'l hawn ir-repertorju bandistiku
lokali baqa’ jikber u jinbidel. Ir-ragunijiet ghal dan
kienu:

1. F’dawn l-ahhar snin l-a¢¢ess biex tinxtara

I-muzika sar hafna aktar facli.

2. Hafna aktar muzicisti lokali ged jaghmlu

arrangamenti ghal baned lokali.

3. Muzicisti mhux Maltin li gew jghixu Malta u

nghaqdu bhala muzicisti ma’ baned lokali.

Matul I-ahhar ghoxrin sena zdiedu bil-kbir ukoll
in-numru ta’ kompozizzjonijiet ta’ kompozituri
Maltin, fosthom kompozituri Mellehin. Xi haga li
taghmilna ferm kburin. Ghadni niftakar it-tahdita li
kelli ma’ kompozitur, direttur muzikali u pubblikatur
tal-muzika Zvizzeru waqt il-Mellieha International
Band Festival madwar ghoxrin sena ilu. Qalli hekk:
“IlI-muzika taghkom (Maltija) intom tridu twassluha
lill-udjenzi. Tistennewx lil haddiehor iwassalilkom
hu. Ghalhekk gejna hawn ahna biex nisimghu
I-muzika taghkom.” Parir li ma nsejtu qatt!

Mat-twaqqif tal-Kor Imperial lejn l-ahhar tas-

snin disghin, l-arkivju muzikali kompla jikber
b’muzika korali biex illum nistghu nghidu li
l-arkivju muzikali jaqdi l-htigijiet muzikali kollha
kemm tal-Banda u kif ukoll tal-Kor Imperial.

Nixtieq hawnhekk inrodd hajr lil dawk kollha li
b’mod jew iehor hadmu biex il-progett tal-arkivju
jsir realta. Prosit u grazzi mill-gdid.

Nenu...

Tnikkitt bil-kbir u ma ridtx nemmen meta
infurmawni bil-mewt ghal gharrieda u mhux
mistennija ta’ Carmel Fenech, jew kif nafuh
aktar bhala Nenu. Il-klarinett kien wiehed mill-
akbar hbieb li kellu. Kien membru attiv tal-Banda
Imperial u jattendi dejjem kemm ghall-kuncerti ta’
kull gimgha kif ukoll ghas-servizzi. Nibga’ niftakru
b’dik id-dahka fuq fommu, biex ifakkarni li qed
nikber kien jghidli li ilu bandist tal-Banda Imperial
mill-istess sena li twelidt jien. Strieh fis-sliem, Nen!

Insellem ukoll il-memorja tal-membri kollha li
nghaqdu mal-Hallieq matul I-ahhar sena u nibqghu
niftakru fihom fit-talb taghna.

Hajr...

Intemm din il-kontribuzzjoni tieghi billi nrodd
hajr lil kull min hadem u ghen biex il-Banda u 1-Kor
Imperial baqghu mexjin ’il quddiem. Il-festa t-tajba
lil kulhadd!

Evergreen

Discount Mini Markef

Triq Napuljun Caruana Dingli
Tel: 2152 2738
Mob: 9985 9100

Free Delivery

Hinijiet tal-Ftuh:
Kuljum mis-6.00am sas-6.00pm
ma naghlqu xejn.
Fis-Sajf mis-6.00am sas-1.00pm
u mit-3.30pm sas-6.00pm.
L-Erbgha mis-6.00am sas-1.00pm
u s-Sibt mis-6.00am sas-2.00pm.

Hanut fejn il-mara tad-dar issib kollox
bl-irhas prezzijiet

i ;
2 Antonella-

hairdressing | beauty | nails
skincare | make-up

Fortizza Street, |I-Mellieha

e: antonellavella82@gmail.com
t: 2152 2705 | 2752 2705
m: 9989 8335
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up an office,

Eight24 offers a
complete bespoke
service.
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Ghaddiet sena ohra u ergajt ninsab hawn nikteb
zewg versi ghall-magazin li I-ghaqda taghna tohrog
ta’ kull sena ghal zmien il-festa ta’ Marija Bambina.
Din is-sena hija ta’ stennija ghal kulhadd ghax wara
sentejn ma ssirx festa, din is-sena ergajna lura ghan-
normalita. Izda huwa veru li ergajna kollox ghan-
normal? Wara sentejn tista’ tghid kollox wieqaf,
ghad hemm dik il-hegga li kien hemm qabel? Inhalli
lilkom tahsbu ftit u tirriflettu fuq dan.

Matul din l-ahhar sena x-xoghol fil-kazin ma
wagqaf xejn, anzi nista’ nghid li kienet sena mimlija
daqgs bajda ghax kellna diversi progetti ged isiru fl-
istess hin. Dan ghax kellna xi progetti li minhabba
I-pandemija waqghu naqra lura u ohrajn godda li
gew fl-istess hin minhabba li parti minn dawn il-
progetti jkunu taht xi skema u ghalhekk tkun marbut
bi zmien meta trid tlesti. Se naghti nagra rendikont
hafif tax-xoghlijiet li saru f’din I-ahhar sena.

L-ikbar progett ghal din is-sena nista’ nghid li
kien it-tqeghid tal-lavur tas-sular tan-nofs biex
ikompli jikkumplimenta mal-lavur tal-gebel li kien
sar fis-snin precedenti. Hekk kif ghalget il-wirja
‘I¢-Cahda’ mtellgha mill-Kummissjoni Zghazagh,
inghata bidu ghal dan ix-xoghol. Dan il-progett kien
jirrikjedi li jintrama scaffolding fit-tarag biex jkun
jista’ jsir ix-xoghol ta’ twahhil tal-lavur kif ukoll
dak taz-zebgha. Sar ukoll ropelight mad-dawra
kollha biex jikkumplimenta max-xoghol. Kif jghidu
I-ftira shuna tajba, u hekk kif kienu ged isiru dawn
ix-xoghlijiet inqala’ benefattur li ghogbu jirregala
linfa lill-kazin biex jinbidel id-dawl li kien hemm
prezenti u din tigi tikkumplimenta izjed l-istil tal-
post. Dan kien jirrikjedi izda li ssir togba fuq il-bejt
biex inkunu nistghu nghaddu katina gdida ghal isfel
u hekk il-linfa tkun tista’ tinzel u titla’ bla problemi
f’kaz li jkollha bzonn xi manutenzjoni. U kif kellna
l-armar biex Zarmajna, tellajna I-linfa 1-gdida, ir-
ruzun gie mizbugh kulur il-gebla. Gew ordnati
wkoll sett ta’ purtieri godda peress li dawk prezenti
ma jikkumplimentawx mal-istil il-gdid.

Clayton Vella

Direttur

Progett iehor 1i kien
ghaddej matul din is-sena u
li tista’ tghid imxejna sew
fuqu taht l-iskema “Small
Initiatives Support Scheme”
huwa  d-digitalizzazzjoni
tal-muzika kif ukoll sistema
¢didata’ filing ghall-muzika. Tnehha I-ixkaffar antik
fil-kamra tal-arkivju u saru ohrajn godda sabiex
ikunu jistghu jilgghu fihom b’mod ahjar il-muzika.
Il-problema ta’ spazju dejjem kbira u ghalhekk
hadna l-opportunita u ghamilna raff fl-istess kamra
biex nerfghu affarijiet li ma tantx jintuzaw. Barra
I-vetrini godda ghal filing tal-muzika, inxtraw
ukoll kaxxi godda biex il-muzika tigi preservata
kif suppost. Biex isir l-iscanning kollu tal-muzika
nxtara kompjuter gdid kif ukoll scanner. Dawn se
jitpoggew fl-istess kamra u saret mejda gdida biex
il-kamra tkun organizzata kif suppost.

Hekk kif tghaddi I-festa se jitkompla x-xoghol
ta’ lavur fuq il-bibien t’isfel. Il-hsieb kien li dawn
ikunu lesti sal-festa, izda minhabba cirkostanzi illi
ma kellniex kontroll fughom, dan ma sarx. Hemm
progetti ohra li se jibdew wara l-festa, izda fuq dan
se nhallikom bil-kurzita. Minn hawn naghmel appell
lil min jixtieq jghin finanzjarjament jew permezz
tax-xoghol volontarju sabiex ikellem lil xi membru
tal-kumitat. Dan se jkun progett kbir fis-sular t’isfel
tal-kazin.

Dawn huma ftit mix-xoghlijiet magguri illi
saru din is-sena, jew li se jkunu ged isiru sal-ahhar
tas-sena. Kif wiehed jista’ jara, ix-xoghol ma jsirx
biss matul il-gimgha tal-festa, kif forsi hemm min
jahseb, izda matul is-sena kollha.

Naghlaq billi nawgura I-festa t-tajba lill-
Mellehin kollha, 1il shabi tal-kumitat u lil dawk li
ged jagraw din il-pubblikazzjoni u nheggigkom
biex fil-festa tghaddu sal-kazin halli wiehed jkun
jista’ jara b’ghajnejh ix-xoghol li sar matul is-sena.

by www.imperialbandclub.com
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Nergghu nqumu Fuq

Ma kien zmien facli xejn ghal kull wiehed u
wahda minna, perd jidher li geghdin inqumu fuq
saqajna bil-mod il-mod. Wara d-dizappunt tas-
sena li ghaddiet li fiha regghet ma saritx il-festa ta’
Marija Bambina ghat-tieni sena konsekuttiva bil-
mod li jitgies bhala “normali”, din is-sena jidher li
se nergghu nibdew niccelebraw iz-zmien tal-festa
bil-mod 1i konna ni¢¢elebrawh qabel. Dan inissel
fina ferh, ghax kif jaf kulhadd, din hija l-vetrina tax-
xoghol kollu li jsir matul is-sena.

Minkejja c¢-¢irkostanzi li ghexna fihom dawn
l-ahhar snin, l-ghaqda taghna hadet hsieb li
tinzamm hajja l-attivita tal-Banda u 1-Kor Imperial,
ovvjament, dejjem skont il-protokolli mahruga
mid-Dipartiment tas-Sahha Pubblika. Infatti,
fil-festa li ghaddiet 1-ghaqda taghna tellghet xi
kuncerti fuq il-bejt tal-kazin bis-sehem tal-banda
u l-kor biex b’hekk, in-nies tal-madwar u dawk li
ghogobhom isegwu online setghu jisimghu xi marci
brijuzi u l-innijiet li I-ghaqda ddoqq u tesegwixxi
ad unur Marija Bambina. Ma waqafniex hemm.
Ftit wara, il-banda u l-kor bdew il-preparamenti
ghall-programm vokali u strumentali fl-okkazjoni
tal-festa tal-Madonna tal-Mellicha. F’temp ta’
gimgha, il-banda u l-kor tal-ghaqda taghna sabu
ruhhom fil-pjazza tal-Imgarr Malta, fejn 1-ghaqda
esegwiet programm muzikali fuq stedina tar-Regjun
Tramuntana bhala parti mill-Festival tal-Baned u
n-Nar. Propju gimaghtejn wara, 1-ghaqda tellghet
programm muzikali iehor fil-Pjazza tal-Parroc¢ca
wkoll fuq stedina tar-Regjun Tramuntana bhala
parti mill-istess festival.

Wara 1i f’Novembru Il-ghaqda sellmet il-
memorja tal-membri u I-benefatturi 1i ghaddew ghal
hajja ahjar bil-partec¢ipazzjoni ta’ membri tal-Banda

Membru tal-Kummissjoni Banda u Kor

saqajna

Ryan Micallef

u [-Kor Imperial, bdejna
minnufih nippreparaw ftit
muzika tal-Milied, biex
b’hekk, f’okkazjonijiet
differenti, il-banda u l-kor
tellghu programmi zghar
f’lukandi fil-Mellieha.

Attivita ohra li kienet dahlet fil-kalendarju taghna
hu I-programm vokali u strumentali f’Hadd il-Palm,
lidinis-senaseta’ jsir mill-gdid fil-Knisja Arcipretali
tal-Mellieha. Dan jippermetti li dawk il-bosta nies
li gew jarawna kif ukoll dawk li setghu jsegwu
online jidhlu izjed fl-ispirtu tal-Gimgha Mqaddsa.
Izjed tard din is-sena, I-ghaqda hadet sehem ukoll
fil-programm muzikali bhala parti mill-attivitajiet
tal-festa ta’ San Gwann tal-Hgejjeg, filwaqt li 1-Kor
Imperial ippartecipa fl-Iljieli Mellihin, organizzati
mill-Kunsill Lokali tal-Mellieha. B’hekk wiehed
jista’ jara kif kemm il-Banda u kif ukoll il-Kor
Imperial kienu impenjati ferm, bi sfidi mhux zghar
f’termini ta’ muzika u kif ukoll ta’ kontinwazzjoni
ta’ dak li kien isir qabel il-pandemija.

Filwaqt li dejjem inkompli nheggeg izjed nies
biex jissiehbu fl-ghaqdiet volontarji li bihom tigi
ppreservata l-kultura Maltija, nixtieq naghlaq
dan il-messagg ckejken billi nirringrazzja lil
shabi l-bandisti u I-membri tal-kor tax-xoghol
u d-dedikazzjoni taghhom biex l-ghaqda taghna
tkompli tpaxxi l-widna ta’ dawk il-Mellihin u
mhux, kif ukoll hutna emigranti f’pajjizi ohra.
Nixtieq ukoll 1i nirringrazzja lil shabi membri tal-
Kummissjoni Banda u Kor tal-ghajnuna u s-sostenn
taghhom fil-kazin tal-ghaqda, biex b’hekk 1-ghaqda
taghna dejjem timxi ’1 quddiem!

Nawgura I-festa t-tajba lil kulhadd!
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Business as usual? Well. Yes in a way, as the
Imperial Ladies Choir have now done most of their
usual concerts and masses, as well as a few other
new engagements. We even managed to sing our
Hymn to Our Lady of Victories last year with the
band and soloists, albeit on the roof of our band club
on the 7th of September and then an actual proper
concert for the Feast of Our Lady of Mellieha in the
Misrah iz-Zjara tal-Papa Gwanni Pawlu II later in
the same month.

In October we sang two concerts with the band,
one at Mgarr and the other in the Parish Square, as
part of the “Festival tal-Baned u Nar” organised
by Regjun Tramuntana. Members of the band and
choir took part in the Service of Remembrance in
November, and we also returned, later the same
month, to one of our favourite venues in Valletta, the
Monastery of St. Catherine to sing the mass for their
festa there. December found us celebrating ‘The
Season to be Jolly’ both at the Solana and Maritim
hotels and also on the stage of the “Milied Melliehi”
in the Parish Square. Unfortunately, the COVID-19
numbers began to creep up and things were again
put on hold. However, we did manage to keep
rehearsing. Luckily, we were able to sing again at
the opening of the Easter exhibition at the Imperial
Band Club and at the beautiful Palm Sunday concert
at the Parish Church, despite being down one or two
members due to quarantine or COVID-19.

We kept going, and things started to become busy
again. We sang with the band in June at the “San
Gwann tal-Hgejjeg” concert in the Parish Square
to a very appreciative audience. This was also the
debut for a new alto, Gail Borg, who is managing
to continue attending despite recently becoming a
new mother. Our July 6th performance was at a new
venue, singing with the Imperial Band at the Festa
in Tarxien and then came our own concert on the
30th at the Sanctuary Church as part of the “Iljieli
Mellehin” weekend. We are now cramming in
rehearsals for our main festa concert on the 2nd of
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Business as usual

Julie Thomas
Director of the Imperial Choir

September. It is lovely to be
back doing what we enjoy as
a choir. I hope you enjoy the
choir’s choice of music for
this concert as much as they
enjoy singing it.

One song, Requiem for
a Soldier, has become a favourite of the ladies.
The melody is taken from the music for Band
of Brothers, an American war drama, composed
by Michael Kamen. Lyrics were added by Frank
Musker. Although Band of Brothers is based during
the Second World War, the lyrics are suitable for any
war that has been or is being waged at the moment.

You never lived to see what you gave to me,

one shining dream of hope and love, Life and
Liberty.

With a host of brave unknown soldiers for your
company

you will live forever deep in our memory.

In fields of sacrifice heroes paid the price,

young men who died for old men’s wars, gone
to Paradise.

We are all one great band of brothers and one
day you’ll see

we will live forever when all the world is free.

I wish you’d lived to see what you gave to me,

your shining dream of hope and love, life and
liberty.

We are all one great band of brothers and one
day you’ll see

we will live forever when all the world is free.

Whilst ‘We few, we happy few, we band of
brothers’ is one of the well-known lines from
the rousing St Crispin’s Day speech given by the
eponymous king in Shakespeare’s Henry V, these
verses remind me so much of some poetry I studied

www.imperialbandclub.com 2§
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at school, written by a
young Welsh farming
boy turned poet who
was tragically killed on
the first day of the Battle
of Passchendaele. The
story has stayed with
me ever since then
and my family were
inspired to visit his
grave a few years ago

‘ﬂ«i) JJ{,»H

to pay our respects.

His name was Ellis Humphrey Evans, born
on the 13th of January 1887 in the village of
Trawsfynydd in Wales to a farming family. The
eldest of eleven children, he left school when he
was fourteen to become a shepherd and continued
writing his poetry. From the age of eleven he had
been competing in local Eisteddfodau (Welsh
cultural competitions for music and literature) and
had won his first prize when he was aged 12. He was
inspired by both the Welsh and English ‘Romantic’
styles of poetry (such as the works of Percy Bysshe
Shelley) and his work featured themes of nature
and religion. He had won several bardic chairs for
his poems, his first in 1907. In 1910 he was given
his bardic name ‘Hedd Wyn’ by the very respected
and accomplished bard ‘Bryfdir’. Hedd is Welsh for
peace and Wyn can mean white or pure. Although
Hedd Wyn was successful as a poet, he had not
yet achieved his goal of being awarded the highest
prize a Welsh poet could be given, the chair at the
National Eisteddfod. The chairing of a bard is an
important event in the Welsh Eisteddfod tradition
and the most prestigious chairing takes place at the
National Eisteddfod of Wales each year.

When the First World War broke out, young men

RhyfFel
Gwae fi fy myw mewn oes mor ddreng,
A Duw ar drai ar orwel pell;
O’i 6] mae dyn, yn deyrn a gwreng,
Yn codi ei awdurdod hell.

Pan deimlodd fyned ymaith Dduw
Cyfododd gledd i ladd ei frawd;
Mae swn yr ymladd ar ein clyw,
A’i gysgod ar fythynnod tlawd.

Mae’r hen delynau genid gynt,
Ynghrog ar gangau’r helyg draw,
A gwaedd y bechgyn lond y gwynt,
A’u gwaed yn gymysg efo’r glaw.

were called up to join the armies. Although providing
food for the nation was of huge importance during
wartime, Ellis’s family had to send one son to fight.
Despite being a Christian pacifist, in 1916, the 29
year old Hedd Wyn volunteered to go to war in
order to spare his younger brother Robert. The war
inspired much of Hedd Wyn’s work and includes
some of his most notable and quoted poetry.

He had started work on his Eisteddfod entry,
‘Yr Arwr’ (The Hero), in March 1917, when
he was allowed home on leave to help with the
ploughing after a particularly wet start to the year.
Unfortunately, he left his manuscript behind when
he had to leave in a hurry and had to begin rewriting
it on his journey to Belgium.

In June 1917, Hedd Wyn joined the 15th
Battalion of The Royal Welch Fusiliers at Flechin,
France. His arrival depressed him but, nevertheless,
it was here that he finished his National Eisteddfod
entry and signed it with the nom de plume ‘Fleur
de Lys’. It was sent back to Wales at the end of the
month.

On July 3l1st, the battalion marched towards
Pilckem Ridge, for the major offensive which
would become known as the Third Battle of Ypres
and later, the Battle of Passchendaele. Hedd Wyn

War
Woe that I live in times so dreadful
that God disappears over the distant horizon;
In his place comes man, as lord and tyrant,
Raising forth his hideous authority.

When he felt that God had gone away,
He raised his sword and slew his brother;
The sound of fighting fills our ears,
And its shadow hangs over the cottages of the
poor.

The old harps (played) long ago
Are now strung up on the branches of far-off
willows,
And the cries of the young boys fill the wind,
While their blood mingles with the rain.
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was fatally wounded within the first few hours
of the battle which had begun at 3:50am. He was
carried to a dressing station where he died from his
wounds at about 11am.

The National Eisteddfod was held at Birkenhead
on 6th of September later that year. The adjudicators
announced that the winner of the chair was the poet
‘Fleur de Lys’. The trumpets were sounded for the
author to identify himself. After three summons by
the trumpets, nobody had come forward and the
chief druid announced that the poet had been killed
in action six weeks earlier. The empty chair was
then draped with a black cloth and that year’s event
became known as ‘Eisteddfod y Gadair Ddu’ (The
Eisteddfod of the Black Chair).

Private Ellis H. Evans was buried at Artillery
Wood Cemetery near Boezinge, Belgium. After
a petition was submitted to the Imperial War

Excerpt from Yr Arwr (The Hero)
Un Hwyr, pan heliodd niwl i’r panylau

Rwydi o wead dieithr y duwiau,
Mi wybum weld y mab mau - yn troi’n rhydd
O hen fagwyrydd dedwydd ei dadau.
Y llanc a welwn trwy’r gwyll yn cilio
I ddeildre hudol werdd Eldorado,
O’i 6l bu’r coed yn wylo, - a nentydd
Yn nhawch annedwydd yn ucheneidio.
Y macwy heulog, paham y ciliodd?
Ba ryw hud anwel o’m bro a’i denodd?
Ei oed a’i eiriau dorrodd, - ac o’i drig
Diofal unig efe ddiflannodd.
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Graves Commission,
his headstone was given
the additional words ‘Y
Prifardd Hedd Wyn’ (The
Chief Bard, Hedd Wyn).
By coincidence, the Irish
poet, Francis Ledwidge
also died at this battle on
the same day as Hedd Wyn
and was also buried in the
same cemetery. The chair
was delivered to Hedd
Wyn’s family at their farm
in Trawsfynydd, where
it can still be seen today
at the poet’s home (Yr
Ysgwrn), now a museum in his memory.

In 1924 a renowned Welsh poet, R. Williams
Parry, wrote a tribute poem entitled Hedd Wyn. Its
last verse goes as follows:

Gadair unig ei drig draw! Ei dwyfraich
Fel pe’n difrif wrandaw,
Heddiw estyn yn ddistaw

Mewn hedd hir am un ni ddaw.

Lonely chair, its occupant far away! The two
arms,
As if listening intently,
Today reach out silently
In long peace for one who will not come.

I hope you enjoy our performance at this
year’s festa. I thank all my lovely ladies for their
commitment, hard work, and enthusiasm over the
last year, and I wish you all a happy and peaceful
festa.

The Hero
One evening, when the mist collected into the
panels
Of the nets, strangely woven by the gods,
I know I saw my own young man — turning
freely
From the happy old home of his fathers.

I saw the youth, through the dusk, retreat
Into a magical, leafy, green Eldorado.
Behind him the trees wept — the streams
With an air of unhappiness, sighed.

The sunny youth, why did he leave?
What unseen magic drew him from my

homeland?
His tryst and his word broken — and from his
dwelling
Carefree and lonely, he vanished.
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200, Triq Vincenzo Ciappara,
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Mob: 9949 5126 2152 1473 / 9944 6545
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Hawn min jahseb li I-ghan ewlieni li ghalih
twaqqfu l-baned Maltin kien biss sabiex dawn
jaghtu sehem ewlieni fil-marc¢ijiet matul il-gimgha
tal-festa tar-rahal. Imma l-hsieb nobbli li kellhom
missirijietna meta bdew jiffurmaw dawn I-ghaqdiet
kien imurhafna ’1 boghod minn hekk. Huma kellhom
f’mohhhom l-iskop soc¢jali, kulturali, artistiku u
edukattiv. Permezz ta’ dan kollu huma rnexxielhom
jghollu isem kull belt u rahal Malti u Ghawdxi. Bla
tlaqliq nghid li 1-ghaqda taghna tahdem qatigh sabiex
tilhaq dan I-ghan ghax hija attiva mhux biss fil-
marcijiet imma wkoll fid-diversi kunéerti muzikali
ohra li taghti minn Zmien ghal Zmien matul is-sena
kollha f’bosta okkazjonijiet. Wiehed irid japprezza
wkoll is-sehem impekkabbli tal-kor tas-socjeta
li huwa attiv is-sena kollha. Inzid nghid b’wic¢i
minn quddiem li b’mod generali 1-poplu Melliehi
japprezza hafna dan l-impenn u l-involviment
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Ghalfejn il-banda?

Philip Schembri

Ghalliem tal-muzika

tas-socjeta taghna. Dan
kollu jinkuraggina sabiex
inkomplu  bl-impenn u
x-xoghol taghna.

Bhal kull sena nerga’
ntenni l-appell tieghi lill-
genituri sabiex ihajru 1
uliedhom jitghallmu I-muzika fi hdan I-ghaqda
taghna ghax b’hekk biss nistghu niggarantixxu futur
sabih u sostenibbli ghall-banda taghna.

Ma nixtieqgx intemm dan il-messagg tieghi
minghajr ma nsellem il-memorja tal-habib tieghi
tal-qalb, il-mibki Carmel Fenech (Nenu) li halliena
bla mistenni ftit tal-gimghat ilu. Nenu halla vojt
kbir fil-Banda Imperial bhal kull bandist iehor li gie
nieges fl-imghoddi. I1-Mulej jaghtih it-tgawdija ta’
dejjem.

Naghti I-festa t-tajba mimlija paci, sahha u ferh.

Bejn it-26 t'Awwissu u t-8 ta’ Settembru 2022

ser inxa

ndru ‘live’

l-attivitajiet tal-Ghagda Muzikali Imperial

u I-funzjon

ljiet religjuzi

fl-okkazjoni tal-

Festa ta’ Marija Bambina 2022

fuq is-sit
www.imperial

elettroniku
bandclub.com
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F’dawn l-ahhar sentejn, pajjizna bhall-bgija tad-
dinja ghadda minn perjodu ferm difficli meta kien
milqut mill-pandemija. Effett dirett ta’ dan kien li
I-festi tant sbieh ghalina 1-Maltin u 1-Ghawdxin u 1i
huma parti mill-identita taghna, ma setghux isiru.
Kienu sentejn difficli ghal kulhadd imma b’mod
partikolari ghas-socjetajiet tal-banda li kienu kostretti
li I-hidma taghhom tkun xi ftit limitata. Imma aghar
minn hekk kien meta l-kazini taghna kienu maghluqgin
minhabba l-effetti tal-pandemija. Deher ¢ar kemm
huma punt ta’ referenza importanti fl-ibliet u l-irhula
taghna. Madanakollu, kif jghid il-Malti, kull bidu
fih it-tmiem u wara dan il-perjodu xejn facli, kull
min ghandu verament ghal galbu I-festa Maltija qed
ihares b’ottimizmu biex flimkien nergghu nibdew
ni¢¢elebraw il-festi fl-ibliet u l-irhula taghna.

L-Ghaqda Nazzjonali Kazini tal-Banda temmen
li kif f’dawn is-sentejn urejna maturita u serjeta,
u dejjem zammejna sahhet il-poplu fuq nett fil-
prioritajiet taghna, hekk ukoll ghandna naraw
li dawn il-festi jkunu c¢celebrati b’sens akbar ta’
responsabiltd u serjeta. Dan biex nuru li s-soc¢jetajiet
tal-banda ghandhom tmexxija serja u reziljenti, u
sabiex nergghu naghtu lill-poplu Malti dak li huwa
parti importanti milli jaghmilna poplu. Ghaliex il-
festa Maltija, flimkien mal-lingwa tant sabiha taghna,
jaghtuna identita ta’ poplu u pajjiz.

Minkejja 1i l-pandemija halliet effetti fuq
s-socjetajiet tal-banda u 1-hidma volontarja, kif halliet
fuq kulhadd, xorta wahda r-reziljenza tal-kumitati fil-
kazini taghna kienet wahda kbira ghaliex minkejja
dawn id-diffikultajiet kollha xorta x-xoghol baqa’
ghaddej halli dak li huwa patrimonju taghna bhala
poplu jithares u jibga’ haj gewwa l-komunitajiet
taghna.

Madanakollu nkunu boloh jekk nghidu li m’hemmx
diffikultajiet, u dawn ghandna bzonn neghlbuhom.
Huwa Zgur 1i ged jinhass nuqqas ta’ zghazagh li lesti
jimpenjaw irwiehhom fil-hidma kontinwa gewwa
s-soCjetajiet tal-banda. Huwa car li dawn is-sentejn
hallew u se jhallu effett fuq il-parte¢ipazzjoni taz-
zghazagh fil-kazini taghna. Kif ged jinhass ukoll
n-nuqqas ta’ muzicisti 1i lesti jergghu jimpenjaw

lI-President tal-Ghaqda Nazzjonali Kazini tal-Banda

Inharsu 'l quddiem
b'ottimizmu

L-Avukat Noel Camilleri

irwiehhom b’umilta u b’sens
t’appartenenza fil-baned
taghna. Dawn huma zewg
pedamenti importanti  fil-
holga tal-hidma ta’ socjeta
tal-banda dagqs kemm huma
I-hidma tal-mijiet ta’ nies
ohra fl-amministrazzjoni u
fl-organizzazzjoni tal-attivitajiet fi hdan is-socjeta tal-
banda.

L-ghaqda temmen li jekk nahdmu flimkien b’sens
veramentkollettivumhux individwalista, jekk immiddu
jdejna ghal aktar hidma b’umilta, jekk inkomplu
nahdmu b’serjeta u b’sens ta’ responsabilta, allura,
iva, nemmen li nistghu nkomplu ni¢¢elebraw il-festi
taghna kif jixraq. Il-kollettivita trid tkun f’sens 1-aktar
wiesa’ li tinkludi wkoll l-awtoritajiet ekklezjastici.
Dan ghax il-festa tibda bic¢-celebrazzjonijiet liturgici
u tkompli b’dawk popolari. It-tnejn ghandhom
l-importanza taghhom. It-tnejn huma intrinsikament
marbuta biex jaghmlu festa shiha. Madanakollu, iz-
zmien li ghaddejna minnu ghandu jghallimna li hemm
htiega urgenti li lill-festi taghna nergghu naghtuhom
dak is-sens sabih ta’ ¢elebrazzjoni komunitarja fejn il-
komunita, il-familji u I-hbieb jergghu verament jhossu
b’mod kollettiv dak is-sens t’appartenenza, dak is-sens
ta’ imhabba mhux biss lejn I-patrun, mhux biss lejn dik
is-socjeta tal-banda, li huma importanti, imma aktar
minn hekk lejn il-komunita ingenerali.

Ma nistax ma naghlagx dan il-messagg minghajr
ma nheggeg lil kull wiehed u wahda minna biex
jiftakar f*dak 1i ged jigri gewwa 1-Ukrajna. Tragedja
umana ohra ta’ sofferenza kbira liema bhalha, bhal dik
tas-Sirja, tal-Palestina u ta’ popli ohra. M’ghandniex
inkunu indifferenti ghal dawn il-grajjiet li hallew u
se jhallu tebgha li ma tithassarx ghall-popli kollha,
inkluz taghna.

Naghlaq billi f’isem 1-Ghaqda Nazzjonali Kazini
tal-Banda nawgura I-festa t-tajba, u nirringrazzja lis-
soc¢jeta tal-banda u lill-membri taghha ghax-xoghol
volontarju kbir 1i jsir. Nappella sabiex dik il-hidma
tissarraf f’Celebrazzjonijiet denji ta’ festa li tghaqqad
il-poplu.
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31 t'Awwissu 2021 - L-Ghaqda Muzikali
Imperial hadet sehem fi¢-Celebrazzjoni religjuza
fil-Knisja Arc¢ipretali tal-Mellieha fl-okkazjoni ta’
“Jum 1-Ghaqdiet Civici”.

2 ta’ Settembru 2021 - Tombla specjali
organizzata mill-Kummissjoni Banda u Kor tal-
Ghaqda Muzikali Imperial.

3 ta’ Settembru 2021 - Ikla tal-festa f’Misrah il-
Parrocca.

6 ta’ Settembru 2021 — Membri tal-Kumitat
Direttiv attendew ghall-attivita organizzata f’Misrah
iz-Zjara tal-Papa Gwanni Pawlu II mill-Awtorita
tat-Turizmu fejn giet imnedija skema ta’ ghajnuna
lill-ghaqdiet muzikali Mellehin.

6 ta’ Settembru 2021 - Programm ta’ mar¢i mill-
Banda Imperial minn fuq il-bejt tal-kazin.

7 ta’ Settembru 2021 - [I-Banda u I-Kor Imperial
taht id-direzzjoni tas-Surmast Direttur Mro Anthony
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Djarju 2021 - 2022

Borg esegwew l-Innu Ad Unur Marija Bambina
minn fuq il-bejt tal-kazin.

26 ta’ Settembru 2021 - Il-Banda u 1-Kor
Imperial taht id-direzzjoni tas-Surmast Direttur
Mro Anthony Borg tellghu programm vokali u
strumentali fl-okkazjoni tal-festa tal-Madonna tal-
Mellieha f’Misrah iz-Zjara tal-Papa Gwanni Pawlu
II, il-Mellieha.

2 t’Ottubru 2021 — Il-Banda u 1-Kor Imperial
hadu sehem wagqt il-“Festival tal-Baned u Nar”
organizzat mir-Regjun Tramuntana permezz ta’
programm vokali u strumentali fil-pjazza tal-Imgarr,
Malta.

8 t’Ottubru 2021 — Delegazzjoni mill-Kumitat
Direttiv attendiet ghal-laqgha generali tal-Kunsill
tal-Ghaqda Nazzjonali Kazini tal-Banda li saret fl-
Universita 1-Qadima, il-Belt Valletta.

16 t’Ottubru 2021 - Programm vokali u
strumentali iehor mill-Banda u 1-Kor Imperial waqt
il-“Festival tal-Baned u Nar” organizzat mir-Regjun
Tramuntana f’Misrah il-Parro¢ca, il-Mellieha.

31 t’Ottubru 2021 — Afternoon Bingo & Tea fis-
sala ewlenija tal-Kazin Imperial organizzat mill-
Kummissjoni Banda u Kor.

14 ta’ Novembru 2021 - Giet organizzata
quddiesa fil-Knisja Arcipretali tal-Mellieha ghar-
ruh il-mejtin kollha tal-Ghaqda Muzikali Imperial.
F’din il-quddiesa hadu sehem membri tal-Banda
u 1-Kor Imperial. Wara sar korteo gha¢-Cimiterju
‘Sultana tal-Vittorji’, fejn indaqget fanfarra mill-
membri tal-Banda Imperial, tkantaw innijiet, sar it-
tberik tal-ogbra u tpoggew fjuri fuq I-istess oqgbra.

14 ta’ Novembru 2021 — Afternoon Bingo & Tea
fis-sala ewlenija tal-Kazin Imperial organizzat mill-
Kummissjoni Banda u Kor.

20 ta’ Novembru 2021 - Delegazzjoni mill-
Kumitat attendiet ghall-quddiesa fil-Konkatidral ta’
San Gwann, il-Belt Valletta, fl-okkazjoni tal-festa ta’
Santa Cegilja, organizzata mill-Ghaqda Nazzjonali
Kazini tal-Baned.

23 ta’ Novembru 2021 - Il-Kor Imperial ha
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sehem f’quddiesa ghand is-Sorijiet tal-Klawsura
fil-Monasteru ta’ Santa Katerina fil-Belt Valletta.
Membri mill-Kumitat Direttiv attendew ghal din
I-okkazjoni.

24 ta’ Novembru 2021 - Sar il-funeral ta’ Vincent
Debono, membru onorarju tal-Ghaqda Muzikali
Imperial. Indaqqget fanfarra u membri tal-Kumitat
Direttiv akkumpanjawh wagqt il-funeral.

25 ta’ Novembru 2021 — Membri tal-Kumitat
Direttiv attendew ghall-funeral tas-Sinjura Pawlina
Caurana, omm il-Kanonku Dun Joe Caruana,
I-Ar¢ipriet tal-Parrocc¢a tal-Mellieha.

27 ta’ Novembru 2021 —-Membri tal-Ghaqda
Muzikali Imperial inghagdu ma’ membri gejjin mis-
socjetajiet muzikali ta’ Malta f’kampanja nazzjonali
ta’ ghoti ta’ demm organizzata minn One Radio fi¢-
Centru tal-Ghoti tad-Demm fi Gwardamanja.

28 ta’ Novembru 2021 — Afternoon Bingo & Tea
fis-sala ewlenija tal-Kazin Imperial organizzat mill-
Kummissjoni Banda u Kor.

12 ta’ Dicembru 2021 — Afternoon Bingo & Tea
fis-sala ewlenija tal-Kazin Imperial organizzat mill-
Kummissjoni Banda u Kor.

14ta’ Dicembru 2021 - II-Kor Imperial esegwixxa
programm ta’ ghanjiet tal-Milied fis-Solana Hotel &
Spa, il-Mellieha.

16 ta’ Dicembru 2021 - Delegazzjoni mill-
Kumitat Direttiv attendiet ghal Jum il-Kunsill tal-
Mellieha 2021 organizzat mill-Kunsill Lokali tal-
Mellieha.

19 ta’ Dicembru 2021 - II-Kor Imperial
esegwixxa programm ta’ ghanjiet tal-Milied waqt
l-attivita “Milied Melliehi 2021” organizzata mill-
Kunsill Lokali tal-Mellieha f’Misrah il-Parrocca.

21 ta’ Di¢embru 2021 - Il-Banda Imperial
esegwiet programm ta’ ghanjiet tal-Milied fil-
Mellieha Holiday Centre, fil-Mellieha

23 ta’ Di¢embru 2021 - Il-Banda Imperial
esegwiet programm ta’ ghanjiet tal-Milied fil-
Labranda Riviera Hotel & Spa, il-Marfa.

24 ta’ Di¢cembru 2021 - Il-Banda Imperial
esegwiet programm ta’ ghanjiet tal-Milied quddiem
il-Kazin Imperial f’Misrah il-Parroc¢ca.

26 ta’ Di¢embru 2021 - II-Kor Imperial
esegwixxa programm ta’ ghanjiet tal-Milied fil-
Maritim Antonin Hotel & Spa, fil-Mellieha.

21 ta’ Jannar 2022 - Sar il-funeral ta’ Vincenza
Sammut, membru tal-Ghaqda Muzikali Imperial.
Indaqget fanfarra u membri tal-Kumitat Direttiv
akkumpanjawha wagqt il-funeral.

4 ta’ Frar 2022 — Membru tal-Kumitat Direttiv
attenda laqgha ta’ informazzjoni organizzata mill-
Kunsill Malti ghall-Arti fuq l-iskemi ta’ fondi ghas-
sena 2022.

11 ta’ Frar 2022 — Membri tal-Kumitat Direttiv
attendew ghall-funeral tal-ewwel Sindku tal-Kunsill
Lokali tal-Mellieha, is-Sur Joseph Borg.

12 ta’ Frar 2022 - Sar il-funeral ta’ Catherine
Buttigieg, membru tal-Ghaqda Muzikali Imperial.
Indaqget fanfarra u membri tal-Kumitat Direttiv
akkumpanjawha wagqt il-funeral.

13 ta’ Frar 2022 — Afternoon Bingo & Tea fis-
sala ewlenija tal-Kazin Imperial organizzat mill-
Kummissjoni Banda u Kor.

19 ta’ Frar 2022 - Sar il-funeral ta’ Joseph Vella
Caruana, membru tal-Ghaqda Muzikali Imperial.
Indaqget fanfarra u membri tal-Kumitat Direttiv
akkumpanjawh wagqt il-funeral.
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25 ta’ Frar 2022 — Delegazzjoni mill-Kumitat
Direttiv attendiet ghal-laggha generali tal-Kunsill
tal-Ghaqda Nazzjonali Kazini tal-Banda li saret fil-
Kazin tal-Banda Peace, in-Naxxar. F’din il-laqgha
gew mahtura I-membri tal-Ezekuttiv il-gdid ghas-
snin 2022-2023.

27 ta’ Frar 2022 — Afternoon Bingo & Tea fis-
sala ewlenija tal-Kazin Imperial organizzat mill-
Kummissjoni Banda u Kor.

9 ta’ Marzu 2022 — Membru tal-Kumitat Direttiv
attenda ghas-serata tal-ghoti tal-fondi fl-iskema
“Voluntary Organisations Project Scheme 2020~
amministrata mill-Kunsill Malti ghall-Volontarjat li
saret fir-Radisson Blue Resort, San Giljan.

19 ta’ Marzu 2022 — Fenkata organizzata mill-
Kummissjoni Zghazagh tal-Ghagda Muzikali
Imperial fil-bar tal-kazin.

20 ta’ Marzu 202 — Membri tal-Banda Imperial
inghaqdu ma’ rapprezentanti taz-zewg ghaqdiet
muzikali l-ohra Mellehin biex hadu sehem waqt
serata b’tislima lil Joe Borg organizzata mill-Onor.
Robert Cutajar taht il-patrocinju tal-President ta’
Malta I-Ec¢éellenza Dr George Vella fil-Maritim
Antonine Hotel & Spa, il-Mellieha.

3 t’April 2022 — Afternoon Bingo & Tea fis-
sala ewlenija tal-Kazin Imperial organizzat mill-
Kummissjoni Banda u Kor.

4 t’April 2022 — Membri mill-Kumitat Direttiv
attendew ghall-kuncert finali fi tmiem sessjonijiet
ta’ tahrig lis-surmastrijiet u l-ghalliema tal-

muzika mmexxija minn Prof. Giampaolo Lazzeri
u organizzati mill-Ghaqda Nazzjonali Kazini tal-
Banda. Il-membru tal-Banda Imperial Carl Borg
kien wiehed mill-partecipanti f’dawn is-sessjonijiet.
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5 t’April 2022 — Sar il-ftuh uffi¢jali tal-wirja
mtellgha mill-Kummissjoni Zghazagh bl-isem ta’
“I¢-Cahda”. Din il-wirja kienet tinkludi x-xena tac-
¢ahda ta’ Pietru rrapprezentata bi tliet figuri life-
size, il-Golgota, sett ta’ vari artisti¢i u diversi pitturi.
Din il-wirja baqghet miftuha sal-15 t’ April 2022.

9 t’April 2022 - Saret is-seduta generali tal-
Ghaqda Muzikali Imperial fis-sala ewlenija tal-
Kazin. Matul din il-laqgha nghata rendikont tal-
hidma fi hdan 1-Ghaqda tul is-sena 2021 u gie elett
Kumitat Direttiv gdid ghas-snin 2022-2023.

10 tApril 2022 - Kunéert annwali ta
Hadd il-Palm mill-Banda u 1-Kor Imperial bil-
kollaborazzjoni tal-Kunsill Lokali tal-Mellieha
gewwa |-Knisja Arcipretali Marija Bambina, il-
Mellieha, fl-okkazjoni tal-Gimgha Mqaddsa.

14 t’April 2022 — L-Ghaqda Muzikali Imperial
ippartec¢ipat  fil-Vizti  tas-Sepulkru fil-Knisja
Arcipretali tal-Mellieha fl-okkazjoni ta’ Hamis ix-
Xirka.

24 t’April 2022 — Afternoon Bingo & Tea fis-
sala ewlenija tal-Kazin Imperial organizzat mill-
Kummissjoni Banda u Kor.

5 ta’ Mejju 2022 — Membri tal-Kumitat Direttiv
taw l-ahhar tislima lil Reverendu Monsinjur Dun
Mose Debono billi akkumpanjawh fil-korteo

’

funebri mis-Santwarju Nazzjonali tal-Madonna tal-
Mellieha fejn kien espost ghall-qima tal-pubbliku
sal-Knisja Parrokkjali. Membri tal-Banda Imperial
daqgew fanfarra hekk kif il-korteo wasal quddiem

17 ta’ Mejju 2022 — Delegazzjoni mill-Kumitat
Direttiv attendiet ghal-laqgha organizzata mill-
Kunsill Lokali tal-Mellieha ghall-ghaqdiet muzikali
tal-Mellieha.

20 ta’ Mejju 2022 — Kienet organizzata attivita
bl-isem ta’ “The Fusion of Tradition and Innovation
in the Funeral Marches of Carmel Muscat” biex
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tfakkar gheluq 1-10 snin mill-mewt tal-kompozitur
Melliehi Carmel Muscat, il-Captain. Din kienet
ipprezentata mis-Surmast Direttur tal-Ghaqda
Muzikali Imperial, Mro Anthony Borg, u saret fis-
sala ewlenija tal-Kazin Imperial.

22 ta’ Mejju 2022 — Afternoon Bingo & Tea fis-
sala ewlenija tal-Kazin Imperial organizzat mill-
Kummissjoni Banda u Kor.

26 ta’ Mejju 2022 — Membru tal-Kumitat Direttiv
attenda ghall-inawgurazzjoni tax-xoghol ta’ restawr
u interpretation centre fil-Muzew tat-Tunnara,
1-Ghadira, mill-Kunsill Lokali tal-Mellieha.

3 ta’ Gunju 2022 - Fuq stedina mill-President
u 1-Kumitat tas-Societa Filarmonica La Vittoria,
delegazzjoni mill-Kumitat attendiet ghal serata
muziko-letterarja b’tifkira ta’ Rev. Mons. Dun Mos¢e
Debono fl-istess kazin.

7 ta’ Gunju 2022 - Sar il-funeral ta’ Carmel
Fenech, bandist mal-Banda Imperial ghal madwar
55 sena. IlI-Banda Imperial daqget waqt il-
korteo funebri u membri tal-Kumitat Direttiv
akkumpanjawh wagqt il-funeral.

15 ta’ Gunju 2022 — Delegazzjoni mill-Kumitat
attendiet ghal laggha li saret dwar il-fondi mhaddma
mill-Majjistral Action Group Foundation.

17 ta’ Gunju 2022 — Afternoon Bingo & Tea fis-
sala ewlenija tal-Kazin Imperial organizzat mill-
Kummissjoni Banda u Kor.

19 ta’ Gunju 2022 - Daqq ta’ fanfarra fil-
purcissjoni ta’ Corpus Christi. Membri tal-Kumitat
Direttiv akkumpanjaw il-purcissjoni.

23 ta’ Gunju 2022 - II-Banda u 1-Kor Imperial
tellghu programm vokali u strumentali f’Misrah
il-Parrocéa, il-Mellieha, bhala parti mill-attivitajiet
wagt il-festa ta’ San Gwann tal-Hgejjeg organizzata
mill-Kunsill Lokali tal-Mellieha.

24 ta’ Gunju 2022 - II-Banda Imperial hadet
sehem wagqt il-festa tal-Qalb bla Tebgha ta’ Marija
¢celebrata f’Burmarrad.

25 ta’ Gunju 2022 - Sar il-funeral ta’ Victor
Borg, membru tal-Ghaqda Muzikali Imperial.

Indaqget fanfarra u membri tal-Kumitat Direttiv
akkumpanjawh wagqt il-funeral.

1 ta’ Lulju 2022 — Afternoon Bingo & Tea fis-
sala ewlenija tal-Kazin Imperial organizzat mill-
Kummissjoni Banda u Kor.

6 ta’ Lulju 2022 — Delegazzjoni mill-Kumitat
attendiet ghall-ewwel laqgha msejha mir-Regjun
tat-Tramuntana fejn gie diskuss il-Festival tal-
Baned u Nar ghas-snin 2023-2025.

10 ta’ Lulju 2022 - IlI-Banda Imperial hadet
sehem waqt il-festa tal-Madonna tal-Karmnu
¢celebrata fil-Fgura. Din is-sena mmarkat il-25
sena minn meta 1-Banda Imperial ghamlet I-ewwel
servizz taghha fil-Fgura.

11 ta’ Lulju 2022 - Sar il-funeral ta’ Angelo
Cutajar, membru tal-Ghaqda Muzikali Imperial.
Indaqget fanfarra u membri tal-Kumitat Direttiv
akkumpanjawh wagqt il-funeral.

17 ta’ Lulju 2022 — I1-Banda u 1-Kor Imperial
tellghu programm vokali u strumentali f’lejlet il-
festa tal-Madonna tad-Duttrina c¢celebrata {Hal
Tarxien.

18 ta’ Lulju 2022 — Il-President u s-Segretarju
Generali tal-Ghaqda Muzikali Imperial attendew
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I-E¢¢ellenza Dr George Vella fil-Palazz ta’
Sant’ Anton fejn kienu mistiedna rapprezentanti tal-
baned kollha ta’ Malta u Ghawdex.

21 ta’ Lulju 2022 — Delegazzjoni mill-Kumitat
attendiet ghal-laqgha organizzata mill-Kunsill
Lokali tal-Mellieha dwar il-festi tal-Manikata u
I-Mellieha.

22 ta’ Lulju 2022 — Afternoon Bingo & Tea fis-
sala ewlenija tal-Kazin Imperial organizzat mill-
Kummissjoni Banda u Kor.

30 ta’ Lulju 2022 - II-Kor Imperial tella’
programm  vokali  fis-Santwarju = Nazzjonali

Madonna tal-Mellieha waqt “Iljieli Mellehin 2022”
organizzati mill-Kunsill Lokali tal-Mellieha.
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sehem wagqt il-festa ta’ Marija Addolorata Sultana
tal-Martri ¢¢elebrata f”San Pawl il-Bahar.

5 t"Awwissu 2022 — Delegazzjoni mill-Kumitat
Direttiv attendiet ghall-quddiesa ta’ radd il-hajr u
riceviment fl-okkazjoni tal-50 Anniversarju mill-
Ordinazzjoni Sacerdotali ta’ Patri Alfred Debono
ODC Ii saret fis-Seabank Hotel & Spa, il-Mellieha.

8 t’Awwissu 2022 - Sar il-funeral ta’ Francis
Vella, membru tal-Ghaqda Muzikali Imperial.
Indaqget fanfarra u membri tal-Kumitat Direttiv
akkumpanjawh wagqt il-funeral.

12 ' Awwissu 2022 — Afternoon Bingo & Tea
fis-sala ewlenija tal-Kazin Imperial organizzat mill-
Kummissjoni Banda u Kor.

14 t"Awwissu 2022 - Il-Banda Imperial hadet
sehem waqt il-festa ta’ Marija Assunta c¢celebrata
fil-Mosta.

18 t’Awwissu 2022 - 1l-Banda Imperial hadet
sehem waqt il-festa ta’ Marija Assunta ¢¢elebrata fi-
Imgarr, Malta.
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Triq il-Fortizza Mellieha,
Tel: 21520080 « Mob: 7905 1874
E-mail: greenvalley.ra@gmail.com

This Discount Store with
daily Fresh Fruit and vegetables!
Wo ere apen 7 depp e week
from[6:30amitill
Sundays and public Holidays
from 8.00am till 1.00pm
\Weldolfreeldeliveries

Join our loyality card!

y
{
= | 3
"-\ Coffee Pods,
) Instant Coffee,
Instant Coffee Sticks
& Freshly Roasted Coffee

KAFE BORG - Coffee Roasters,
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www.kafeborg.com
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[I-membru  onorarju tal-Ghaqda Muzikali
Imperial 1-Onorevoli Clayton Bartolo li gie mahtur
Ministru ghat-Turizmu, 1-Onorevoli Dr Jonathan
Attard 1i gie mahtur Ministru ghall-Gustizzja, u
I-membru onorarju tal-Ghaqda Muzikali Imperial
I-Onorevoli Dr Michael Farrugia li kien elett fil-
Parlament ta’ Malta f’isem il-Gvern. Il-membru
onorarju 1-Onorevoli Robert Cutajar, 1-Onorevoli
Ivan Castillo u 1-Onorevoli Graziella Galea li kienu
eletti fil-Parlament ta’ Malta f’isem 1-Oppozizzjoni.
Nawgurawlhom hidma ta’ success fl-ogsma
rispettivi li gew fdati lilhom.

L-Ghaqda Korali u Orkestrali Maria Bambina
u 1-Mellieha Sports Club f’gheluq il-75 sena mit-
twaqqif taghhom.

Patri Alfred Debono ODC f’gheluq il-50 sena
mill-Ordinazzjoni Sacerdotali tieghu.

Alexia Micallef, kantanta Mellehija, ghar-
rebh tal-festival “L-Ghanja tal-Poplu 2022 bil-
kanzunetta ‘Fil-Kexxun’.

Nifirhu lil...

Il-grupp MARA, fosthom il-kantanti Mellehin
Alexia Farrugia u Annabelle Vella, u I-kompozitur
Philip Vella, li kklassifikaw fit-tielet post fil-festival
“L-Ghanja tal-Poplu 2022” bil-kanzunetta ‘Helu
Manna’.

Steven Fenech li flimkien mal-partner taz-zfin
tieghu kklassifikaw fit-tieni post fil-Kompetizzjoni
tal-Latin Dancing u fit-tielet post fil-Kompetizzjoni
tal-Ballroom  Dancing fil-German  Opening
Championships fi Stuttgart.

Is-Sinjura Rachel Vella, Direttur tar-ROCS
Group li f’Dicembru 2021 rebhet it-titli ta’ Malta’s
Best Business Leader of the Year, Most Inspiring
Woman of the Year, Best CEO of the Year, Best
Woman in Consumer Business 2021 u I-Life
Achievement Award.

Dawk kollha 1li ghamlu suc¢cess fl-istudji
jew f’xi dixxiplina partikolari li jipprattikaw u
nawgurawlhom iktar suc¢cess f’dak kollu li jahdmu
ghalih.

Heggu lil uliedkom jitghallmu

The Veggie Truck

David Vella (Owner)
9962 9372 /9965 7483
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Niftakru
F'hutna li hallewna

Vincent Debono Joseph Vella Caruana Angelo Cutajar
22 ta’ Novembru 2021 17 ta’ Frar 2022 8 ta’ Lulju 2022
Vincenza Sammut Carmel Fenech John Pisani
14 ta’ Jannar 2022 4 ta’ Gunju 2022 6 t’ Awwissu 2022 (Awstralja)
Catherine Buttigieg Victor Borg Francis Vella
11 ta’ Frar 2022 22 ta’ Gunju 2022 6 t’ Awwissu 2022

Aghtihom O Mulej il-Mistieh ta’ Dejjem. Amen.

For Quality Metal Works
at Competitive Prices

METAL WORKS

7 Marfa Road, Mellieha
Tel: 2152 0566 ¢« Mob: 7904 6976
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Ftit tal-gimghat ilu, propjament
fil-bidu ta’ Gunju, halliena Carmel
Fenech, jew kif jafu kulhadd, Nenu.
Kienet bhal sajjetta fil-bnazzi, ahbar
li zgur ma kien qed jistennieha hadd.
Fil-bidu ta’ dik Il-istess gimgha kien
ghadni kif kellimtu, ghax bhal kull
nhar ta’ Tnejn, il-kuncert tal-banda ma
kien jitilfu tista’ tghid qatt, sakemm
mhux forsi fula f’qargha. U kont
inzertajtu wkoll darba ohra dik il-
gimgha, darba filghaxija, ghaddej
bil-pass mill-Pjazza tal-Parrocca,
wagqt li jien kont niezel sal-kazin bil-
karozza... tislima qasira u kulhadd
ghal triqtu.

Ragel pjuttost riservat, mhux ta’
wisq kliem, imma nghid ghalija dejjem
kien isellem u fejn jarani kien il-bi¢¢a I-kbira jieqaf
biex nghidu kelma ta’ malajr, xejn fit-tul, hatna mid-
drabi biex jghidli li kien gej jew sejjer sa fejn iz-ziju
tieghi, u jtarrafli xi ftit b’ahbaru. Fuq nota personali,
li zgur nista’ nghid hu li kien ragel ta’ rispett kbir.
Kien juri interess genwin fil-genituri tieghi u dejjem
kien jibghat iselli ghalihom mieghi.

Tislima lil Nenu

Dr John Baptist Gauci

Lil Nenu kien ilni nafu snin twal.
Barra li nafu tista’ tghid minn dejjem
idoqq il-klarinett mal-Banda Imperial,
niftakru wkoll isuq il-karozza tal-
linja. Ta’ tifel 1i kont, nistqarr li ma
tantx kont intir bil-ferh meta kont
ninzertah fuq xi vjagg mill-Mellieha
sal-Belt, jew bil-kontra, ghax il-
vjagg kien bhal donnu ma jispicca
qatt. Madankollu dejjem wasalna
bis-sliema u xi kelma fuq il-banda li
tant kellu ghal qalbu, jew fuq xi mare,
jew meta toqrob il-festa fuq l-innu
I-kbir, ma kinitx tonqos! Ghax l-innu
ad unur Marija Bambina li 1-Banda
Imperial iddoqq ta’ kull sena fil-festa
tal-Bambina kien ghal qalbu wisq.

Ninsab cert li f’dawn il-jiem
tal-festa tant ghaziza taghna, Nenu ha jkun ged
ikanta 1-versi tal-innu din id-darba mhux minn fuq
il-plancier jew, kif kellna naghmlu dawn l-ahhar
sentejn minhabba l-pandemija, minn fuq il-bejt tal-
kazin, imma minn ferm iktar vi¢in ommna Marija,
li hu kien tant devot taghha.

Strieh fis-sliem, Nen!

Ninghaqdu mad-Dinja kollha halli naghtu qima lill-

IMQADDSA VERGNI MARIJA

f’gheluq sninha nhar it-8 ta’ Settembru.

Aghtiha r-Ruzarju bhala rigal

“Mur u pprietka r-Ruzarju u l-ghadu ta’ kull gid jigi mirbuh.” - il-Madonna lil San Duminku

“Wiehed mill-mezzi l-izjed tajba biex naslu li nbiddlu hajjitna
m’huwiex haga ohra hlief ir-reéita tar-Ruzarju.” - Papa Ljun XIII
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Vincent Debono, jew kif aktar nafuh fostna
Censu, Ta’ Kejli, ghadda ghal hajja ahjar nhar it-22
ta’ Novembru 2021 fl-eta ta’ 84 sena. Censu kien
bniedem umli u generuz, u dejjem ghen mill-ahjar
li seta’ meta kien mitlub jaghti 1-ghajnuna tieghu.
Kien benefattur kbir tal-Ghaqda Muzikali Imperial.

Fil-bidu tas-snin tmenin meta l-kumitat ta’ dak
iz-zmien kien iddecieda li jibni I-kazin mill-gdid,
Censu kien strumentali biex il-holma ta’ hafna
membri u ammiraturi tal-Banda Imperial li jkollhom
kazin modern issir realta. Ftit tas-snin wara, lejn il-
bidu tas-snin disghin, il-kumitat li kellu t-tregija tal-
ghaqda kien iddecieda li tinbena sala ghall-uzu tal-
banda. Censu flimkien ma’ wliedu dahlu ghal dan
I-impenn minghajr ma talbu I-ebda hlas. Minbarra
dan, Censu dejjem ghen lill-Kazin Imperial mill-
ahjar li seta’ kull meta kienet mehtiega 1-ghajnuna
tieghu.

Censu kien kburi immens bil-Banda Imperial.
Minkejja li kien ikun impenjat bis-shih, lil Censu
kont dejjem issibu fuq quddiem, jakkumpanja
I-Banda Imperial mal-mar¢i fil-jiem tal-Festa — il-
banda li tant kien ihobb.

John Pisani twieled il-Mellieha. Missieru Wigi,
maghruf bhala Wigi, Ta’ Pisani, ghamel zmien
bil-bottegin tal-Ghaqda Muzikali Imperial. Kien
propju minn hawn li John xettel 1-imhabba kbira
li kellu ghall-Ghaqda Muzikali Imperial. Aktar

2022

Ghaqda Muzikali Imperial il-Mellieha
Tislima liz-zewg
membri onorarji

Vincent Debono
u John Pisani

tard il-familja Pisani, bhal hafna Maltin ohra,
emigrat lejn Melbourne 1-Awstralja. Minkejja dan,
I-imhabba li kellu lejn 1-Ghaqda Muzikali Imperial
ma nagset qatt! John kien benefattur generuz tal-
Ghaqda Muzikali Imperial. Dejjem kont issibu
minn tal-ewwel biex jghin mill-ahjar li jista’ meta
ssir xi inizjattiva ta’ gbir ta’ fondi b’risq 1-Ghaqda
Muzikali Imperial mill-emigranti Mellehin. L-ghors
tieghu kien biex iheggeg lill-emigranti bhalu jghinu
mill-ahjar li jistghu waqt il-festin li jsir ghalihom
fil-jiem tal-festa.

John gie kemm-il darba Malta ghall-vaganzi
biex flimkien maghna jic¢elebra l-festa ta’ Marija
Bambina. Minghajr l-icken dubju, il-festa tal-
Vitorja kienet l-isbah zmien ghal John. Meta kien
ikun fostna, ta’ kuljum kien jinzel sal-kazin biex
jiltaga’ u jghid kelmtejn mal-hbieb. Kien sostenitur
kbir tal-Banda Imperial u kien jakkumpanjaha
fid-diversi servizzi li taghmel matul is-sajf. Meta
I-Banda Imperial telghet iddoqq f’Bari, I-Italja,
f’Settembru tal-2015, John kien tela’ wkoll biex
jaghti l-appogg tieghu fejn u kif mehtieg.

John halla din id-dinja nhar is-6 t’ Awwissu 2022
f’Melbourne, I-Awstralja, fl-eta ta’ 78 sena.

Naghtu I-kondoljanzi taghna lill-familji u hbieb
ta’ dawn iz-zewg membri onorarji u hbieb tal-
Ghaqda Muzikali Imperial.

Farmer’'s Fr

78, Main Street, Mellieha
Tel: 21521599

Green (rocenr Freh it & Vegetsbles Dty

RIS
"Z{;?;:f;’ofn)

Opening Hours
Mon - Sat 7.00am - 8.oopm
Sunday 8.00am - 8.00pm

Free Deliveries

www.imperialbandclub.com 39



;

Ghaqda Muzikalillmperial il-Mellieha

T

There is much to be said
about Rev. Mgr Moses Debono,
who passed away at the age of
93. He was born in Mellicha on
May 29, 1928, to Joseph and
Mary. Out of 14 children, only
eight survived. He was fond of
the fact that he was raised in a
very simple environment where
hard work and sacrifice were an
integral part of their daily life.
Also, he often used to remark that
they were very happy especially
because, as a family, they used to
dedicate much time to prayer.

I have known Dun Mose
since I was six when I joined the
group of altar boys in Mellieha.
Fr Moses often used to share
with us some reflections on
his priestly vocation. I can still
remember him explaining how
two uncles of his, both priests,
helped him discern his calling to
the priesthood.

Dun Mose had opted not to join the seminary at
the age of 18, but instead, went to a tailoring school
and eventually worked as a tailor in Mellicha. It was
only after the war, in 1949, when he was 21 years old,
that he joined the seminary. He was ordained priest
on March 17, 1956, together with my uncle, Rev.
Can. Joachim Schembri, from Qormi. Since my uncle
passed away when I was still young, it used to be Dun
Mose’s joy to recount tales of their experiences while
at the seminary together.

Dun Mos¢’s first assignment as a newly ordained
priest was in his hometown parish of Mellieha where
he spent most of his 66 years of priesthood, apart from
short periods which he spent as parish priest, first of
Manikata, then of Gharghur.

Dun Mose will be remembered for his sense of
dedication to the Mellieha altar servers, whom he
supervised for more than 60 years overall. Indeed, in

Appreciation:

Rev. Mgr Moses Debono

Seminarian Karl Andrew Schembri

1976, he invested in a property in
Triq il-Kappillan Magri so as to
provide a better venue for their
catechesis and meetings.

Dun Mose also had a great
love for music and, indeed,
was one of the founders of the
Choral and Orchestral Society
Maria Bambina in 1947. Apart
from being one of its founding
members, he was also its spiritual
director and supported this
society in various ways until he
passed away on Sunday, May 1.

On a personal level, I am
very grateful to Dun Mose for
his spiritual accompaniment
throughout my life. Dun Mose
worked continuously for priestly
vocations. Besides being a very
good role model, he prayed daily
for priestly vocations and always
tried to help youths discern their
own calling.

It was his joy to share his own experience with
others because he always believed that ongoing
formation is essential.

He also loved working closely with families
since he strongly believed that they are necessary to
foster vocations to the priesthood and religious life. I
remember that he used to spend hours praying in the
church, and now, being at the seminary myself, I will
cherish this image of him throughout my life.

Dun Mose deserves our heartfelt gratitude for
his lifelong service to the parish and community of
Mellieha. We pray that his life may be a model to us
and that, from heaven, he will continue to pray for
more youth to give their lives to serve the people of
God.

May his soul rest in eternal peace.

Note: This article appeared on the Sunday Times of
Malta of 8 May 2022.

40 www.imperialbandclub.com



Snack Bar

© BURMARRAD




ol

Marija Bambina

Il-Gimgha 26 t'Awwissu 2022

8.00p.m. Barbecue f’Misrah il-Parroc¢a. Ikun hemm kant u divertiment iehor, kif ukoll diversi
mistednin specjali.

Il-Hadd 28 t'Awwissu 2022

6.00p.m. Tombla specjali organizzata mill-Kummissjoni Banda u Kor tal-Ghaqda Muzikali Imperial.

It-Tnejn 29 t'"Awwissu 2022

7.30p.m. Kuncert generali tal-Programm tal-Festa mill-Banda u I-Kor Imperial fis-Sala tal-Kazin taht
id-direzzjoni tas-Surmast Direttur Mro Anthony Borg.

It-Tlieta 30 t’Awwissu 2022

8.00p.m. Laqgha socjali ghall-emigranti Mellehin li jkunu fostna biex flimkien maghna jiccelebraw
il-festa ta’ Marija Bambina.

L-Erbgha 31 t'Awwissu 2022

6.30p.m. L-Ghaqda Muzikali Imperial tiehu sehem fi¢-celebrazzjoni religjuza fil-Knisja Arcipretali
tal-Mellieha fl-okkazjoni ta’ “Jum 1-Ghagqdiet Civi¢i”.

8.00p.m. Riceviment fil-kazin ghall-membri tal-kumitati, bandisti, u membri tal-kor, flimkien mal-
familjari taghhom.

Il-Gimgha 2 ta’ Settembru 2022

8.00p.m. Programm Vokali u Strumentali mill-Banda u I-Kor Imperial taht id-direzzjoni tas-Surmast
Direttur Mro Anthony Borg f’Misrah il-Parro¢¢a. Wara jsir riceviment fis-sala tal-kazin.

II-Hadd 4 ta’' Settembru 2022

8.00p.m. Mar¢ mill-Banda Imperial li jibda minn Triq 1-Gherien, jghaddi minn Triq Snajjin, Triq il-
Kbira, Triq Gorg Borg Olivier u Triq il-Parro¢é¢a, u jispi¢éa f’Misrah il-Parroééa.



It-Tnejn S ta’ Settembru 2022
7.45p.m.

It-Tlieta 6 ta’ Settembru 2022
7.45p.m.

L-Erbgha 7 ta’ Settembru

2022

7.00p.m.

8.30p.m.

. Y 7
Il-Hamis 8 ta’ Settembru 2022 L.
6.00p.m. Mar¢ mill-Banda San Sebastjan tas-Socjeta k
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Mar¢ mill-Banda L’Isle Adam tar-Rabat, Malta,
li jibda minn Triqg Qasam Barrani, jghaddi M
minn Triq Vincenzo Ciappara, Triq Napuljun \

Caruana Dingli, Triq il-Mithna 1-Gdida ». %
u Triq il-Parrocca, u jispicca f’Misrah
il-Parrocca.

Mar¢mill-BandalmperialminnTrig — —
il-Mithna 1-Qadima, jghaddi .
minn Trig San Guzepp, Triq
Frangisk Zahra, Triq il-Kbira, =
Triq Sant’Anna u Triq il-
Parrocca, u jispicca f’Misrah
il-Parrocca.

Mar¢  mill-Banda Imperial
minn Triq il-Kbira kantuniera =~
ma’ Triq tas-Salib, Triq /
Sant’Anna, Triq il-Parroc¢a
u jispi¢ca f’Misrah il-Parrocca. /
[I-Banda u 1-Kor Imperial i
jesegwixxu I-Innu lil Marija /
Bambina. I1-Programm / 74
jinghalaq bid-daqq tal-innu- f;’!
mar¢ popolari ‘Tal-Iljun’ flimkien W
mal-innu tal-banda.

/

4

Filarmonika Pinto ta’ Hal Qormi minn Triq il-

Parro¢¢a sa Misrah il-Parroc¢ca. Wara jittella’
programm muzikali mill-istess banda quddiem
il-kazin li jilhaq il-qofol tieghu bid-daqq tal-Innu
lil Marija Bambina mal-wasla tal-istatwa tal-

Bambina quddiem il-Kazin Imperial. *‘ ‘“’ - f’\

e -“ ' : & ‘-:’
II-Gimgha 9 ta’ Settembru 2022 W SE
10.00a.m. Ghax—x.ale‘lta. t‘al—gh.ada tal-festa, : il- k{\ ;_,_]I N Vs : -t“&" ! )

Kummissjoni Zghazagh se torganizza ey _ : I |

mawra bid-dghajsa mill-Ghadira sax- 5 -.’1 - J[ b 7 o

xatt tal-Birgu u lura. Ikun hemm i Y g
. . . . I By l . ¢ ;Q

briju organizzat mill-istess « i : - {ﬁ’di

kummissjoni tul il-vjagg. /—& 7 - e -t-.
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Friday 26" August 2022
8.00p.m. Barbecue organised by the Imperial Band
Club in the Parish Square. Entertainment
will be provided.

Sunday 28'" August 2022
6.00p.m. Aspecialbingonightorganised by the Band
and Choir Subcommittee of the Imperial
Band Club.

Monday 29'" August 2022
7.30p.m. Rehearsal by the Imperial Band and Choir
in the club’s music hall under the direction
of Mro Anthony Borg, the club’s musical
director.

Tuesday 30" August 2022

8.00p.m. Annual Get Together for the Emigrants at
the Imperial Band Club.

Wednesday 31°t August 2022

6.30p.m. Thelmperial Band Clubwillbeparticipating
in a Holy Mass at the Mellieha Parish
Church on the occasion of the day
dedicated to civic societies.
A reception will be held at the Imperial
Band Club for the committee members,
the band and choir members, together
with their guests.

8.00p.m.

Friday 2" September 2022

8.00p.m. Vocal and instrumental concert by the
Imperial Band and Choir in the Parish

Square. A reception will be held
afterwards in the main hall of the Imperial
Band Club.

Sunday 4'" September 2022

8.00p.m. Band marches by the Imperial Band from
Mellieha Heights to the Mellieha Parish
Square.

Monday 5'" September 2022
7.45p.m. Band marches by the L’Isle Adam Band of

Rabat, Malta, from Qasam Barrani Street
to the Mellieha Parish Square.

Tuesday 6'" September 2022
7.45p.m. Band Marches by the Imperial Band from
Old Mill Street to the Mellieha Parish
Square.

Wednesday 7*" September 2022
7.00p.m. Band Marches by the Imperial Band from
Main Street corner with Cross Street to
the Mellieha Parish Square.
The Imperial Band and Choir will perform
the Hymn in Honour of Our Lady of
Victories on the club’s band stand,
followed by the band’s most popular
march ‘Tal-Iljun’ and the Imperial Band
Hymn.

8.30p.m.

Thursday 8'" September 2022
6.00p.m. Band marches by the St Sebastian Band of
Qormi from Parish Street to the Mellicha
Parish Square. Afterwards, a musical
concert by the same band will take place
on the club’s band stand. As soon as the
statue of Our Lady arrives in front of the
club, the band and choir will perform the
Hymn in Honour of Our Lady of Victories.

Friday 9'" September 2022

10.00a.m. To round off the activities organised for
the village feast, the Youth Subcommittee
will be organising a boat trip from
Ghadira to the Birgu Waterfront. Festive
entertainment will be organised by the
same subcommittee during the trip.



Progetti ta’' restawr
Fil-Kazin Imperial

F’dawn l-ahhar sentejn, il-kumitat
direttiv tal-Ghaqda Muzikali Imperial
ha l-inizzjattiva 1li jibda xoghol ta’
restawr fuq diversi oggetti u opri ohra
ta’ importanza ghall-ghaqda.

1. Permezz tal-“Iskema Nghinu
Finanzjarjament  lis-Socjetajiet
tal-Banda” amministrata mill-
Kunsill Malti ghall-Arti  u
I-Ghaqda Nazzjonali Kazini tal-
Banda sar xoghol ta’ restawr
tal-binja tal-kazin u restawr tal-
plancier. Ix-xoghol ta’ restawr .
li sar fuq il-binja tal-kazin kien 4 e e
jinvolvi xoghol fit-tieni sular, s 5 Nl t Ji'lll"
b’mod partikolari xoghol ta’ ' ISR
lavur fiz-zokklatura fuq stil ionic : S
mahdum fl-injam li ddawwar
l-entrata tas-sala fit-tieni sular
tal-kazin. Ix-xoghol li sar gie
jikkumplimenta x-xoghol fis-sala
prin¢ipali u dak li hemm diga fis-
sala tal-kumitat. Gew imwahhla
wkoll zewg linef li kienu irregalati
lill-kazin minn zewg benefatturi
u li gew jikkumplimentaw ix-
xoghol tal-lavur. Ir-restawr tal-
planc¢ier kien jinvolvi t-tindif
bir-reqqa tal-injam u tal-lavur
fl-injam mill-hmieg li akkumula,
irtokk tal-istess injam skont kif
necessarju, tindif u zebgha tal-
hadid 1i jzejjen id-dawra tal-
plancier, xoghol ta’ manutenzjoni
fuq l-art tal-plan¢ier, u xoghol iehor addizzjonali li titlob is-sengha u l-arti li jinkludi xoghol fuq
il-hames pilastri fuq in-naha ta’ wara tal-plancier. Dan ix-xoghol kollu sar taht id-direzzjoni ta’ Zewg
persuni li diga hadmu fuq dan il-plancier fiz-Zmien li ghadda u anke fix-xoghol ta’ lavur gewwa
I-kazin. Dan huma I-iskultur, is-Sur Emanuel Cini, u l-mastrudaxxa professjonali, is-Sur John
Sammut.
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(1)

. Progett iehor li sar kien iffinanzjat minn
fondi tal-Unjoni Ewropea permezz ta’ fondi
amministrati mill-Majjistral Action Group
Foundation f’Mizura 1. Ir-restawr sar fuq
hames oggetti ta’ valur kulturali u artistiku
ghall-Ghaqda taghna u ghall-Mellieha. Sar
intervent ta’ restawr fuq zewg pitturi tal-mibki
George Fenech, gew irrestawrati z-zewg
vetrini 1i kienu jservu bhala l-ewwel arkivju
tal-ghaqda taghna, u sar xoghol ta’ restawr fuq
sett antik ta’ gniepen (tubular bells). Permezz
ta’ dan il-progett, dwan l-oggetti gew salvati
mill-hsarat li kienu ged isofru u permezz
t’hekk issa jistghu jgawduhom ta’ warajna.

www.imperialbandclub.com q7



The triendliest bar in Mellieha

At Square Gastro Bar we're going back to basics,
offering you a delicious and varied menu,
lamiliar drinks, and great service.
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Ritorn tant mistenni

Wara sentejn neqsin mill-attivita ta’ festa li
konna mdorrijin qabel, issa wasalna ghar-ritorn
tant mistenni ta’ festa kif jixraq lill-patruna taghna
Marija Bambina.

Matul l-istorja, 1-Ghaqda Muzikali Imperial
minn dejjem kienet fost il-protagonisti ewlenin
biex il-festa Mellehija tkun wahda brijuza ghall-
Mellehin kif ukoll ghal dawk 1i jzuru l-lokalita
taghna fil-gimgha tal-Vitorja.

L-akbar apprezzament ghandu jmur lejn in-
numru ta’ voluntiera li b’dedikazzjoni kbira baqghu
ghaddejjin bil-hidma imprezzabbli taghhom fi
zmien meta l-volontarjat fil-festa Maltija tpogga
taht l-akbar sfida li qatt kellu.

Ta’ pjacir ninnota li fl-ahhar sena 1-Ghaqda
Muzikali Imperial b’kollaborazzjoni mal-Awtorita
Maltija ghat-Turizmu u ghaqdiet muzikali Mellehin
ohra dahlet ghal progett pilota biex din is-socjeta
tkun ta’ kontribut sabiex il-prodott kulturali Melliehi
jkompli jkun wiehed ta’ kwalita.

Ghaldagstant se nkompli nkun ta’ sostenn
ghalikom biex din is-socjeta muzikali tibqa’ wahda
attiva b’mod kontinwu fil-kalendarju kulturali

L-Onor. Clayton Bartolo
IlI-Ministru ghat-Turizmu

taghna.

Dan naghmlu ghax bhala
persuna li ghal snin twal
kont parti minn din l-istess
ghaqda muzikali, nithem u
napprezza li 1-festa Maltija
tipprovdilna  identita li
taghmel lill-gZejjer Maltin differenti minn pajjizi
ohra.

Bhala Melliehi, irrid nirringrazzja lill-membri
kollha tal-Ghaqda Muzikali Imperial tal-hidma li
ghamiltu fl-ahhar xhur bi preparazzjoni ghall-festa
tant mistennija ta’ din is-sena.

Finalment, niehu din l-okkazjoni sabiex filwaqt
li nirringrazzja lill-President, il-kumitat u l-membri
kollha tal-Ghaqda Muzikali Imperial, inhares ’il
quddiem sabiex inkomplu nahdmu flimkien ghall-
¢id tal-Mellieha. Inheggigkom biex taghmlu kuragg
u tkomplu tahdmu sabiex il-festa taghna tkompli
taghti gieh kif jixraq lill-Mellieha u fuq kollox lil
ommna Marija Bambina.

[1-festa t-tajba!

20, Triq il-Ghasel, il-Mellieha
Nixtiequ I-festa t-tajba lill-Mellehin kollha

\iehicle Repairs & Services
Tel: 2152 0429
Mob: 9986 8092
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Gheziez, huwa ta’ pjacir kbir ghalija li ghall-
ewwel darba gieghed inwassal dan il-messagg fil-
ktejjeb mahrug mill-Ghaqda Muzikali Imperial, fi-
okkazjoni tal-festa ta’ Marija Bambina.

Wara sentejn ta’ stennija ghall-festi parrokkjali
minhabba l-pandemija, issa wasal iz-Zmien daqstant
mistenni ghal dawk kollha li ghandhom ghal
galbhom il-festi, biex jinzlu bi hgarhom sabiex
igawdu dan iz-zmien li jgib mieghu tant ghaqda u
ferh bejn in-nies tal-lokal.

Personalment, minkejja 1i ma trabbejtx il-
Mellieha, izda llum mizzewweg u nghix f’din
il-lokalita, il-festa ta’ Marija Bambina hija ferm
ghal qalbi. Fil-fatt tul dawn Il-ahhar ghexieren
ta’ snin dejjem kont prezenti ghall-attivitajiet
tal-festa organizzati fil-Melliecha b’mod specjali
dawk organizzati mill-Ghaqda Muzikali Imperial.
Hawn stajt napprezza mill-qrib id-dedikazzjoni, il-
volontarjat u l-impenn ta’ din 1-ghaqda kemm lejn
il-membri taghha kif ukoll lejn il-komunita kollha.

Angeld

Flower Shops

2022

L-Onor. Dr Jonathan Attard

Il-Ministru ghall-Gustizzja

Ma rridux ninsew li
minkejja li matul l-ahhar
zminijiet dawn I-ghaqdiet,
bhal kulhadd, ghaddew
minn zmien diffi¢li, xorta
wahda baqghu ghaddejjin
bil-hidma taghhom bla
wagfien. Dan biex kemm
jista’ jkun xorta jibqghu jzommu Il-atmosfera ta’
madwarna wahda normali, u dan jaghmel unur kbir
lil dawn I-ghaqdiet. Ejjew issa ninghaqdu flimkien
sabiex nic¢celebraw din il-festa tant ghal qalbna.

Niehu din l-okkazjoni biex nirringrazzja lill-
President is-Sur Josef Borg, lill-membri kollha tal-
Ghaqda Muzikali Imperial tal-hidma bla wagfien
taghhom u lill-familjari taghhom tas-sapport
kontinwu.

F’ismi u f’isem il-familja tieghi nawgura minn
qalbi 1-festa t-tajba lill-Mellehin kollha.

Angela Theuma

54, Dun Frangisk Sciberras Street,
Mellieha, Malta

angelatheuma@gmail.com
(+356) 99881467 / 27432763



A few years ago, [ wrote an article about how, in
my opinion, Malta needs to look after its heritage of
band marches; that we should edit, publish, and then
promote the best ones throughout the world. This
year I want to write about a success story, not in the
field of band marches (yet!) but in the preservation
and transcription of works from an earlier period in
Maltese musical history.

The years bridging the periods of late baroque
and classical music saw the development of a galant
style, a lighter, more modern style with an emphasis
on melody and simpler harmony. Composers such
as Telemann, Vivaldi, Handel, J.C. Bach, C.PE.
Bach, and Pergolesi are associated with this style,
particularly through opera and sacred works which
were predominantly vocal. Nowhere was more
associated with this style than Naples ... and this is
where Malta comes in.

In 2016, two important books were published:
Benigno Zerafa (1726-1804) and the Neapolitan
Galant Style by Frederick Aquilina, and The Great
Maltese Composers by Joseph Vella Bondin.
Both of these books show in great detail how
important the 18" century was in the development
of Maltese music and how strong the link with
Naples was. Neither of these books could have been
written without the wealth of resource material
now available, especially with the digitisation of
Mdina’s archives, and online digital access to the
scores housed in, for example, the conservatories
of Naples and Milan, and the National Library of
France. Many Maltese composers were sent or were
drawn to Naples to study and to teach. Some, like
Zerafa, returned home whilst others, like Girolamo
Abos, never returned.

Due to Malta’s strong Baroque connections with
its wonderful Teatru Manoel, the Baroque Festival,
the Valletta International Baroque Ensemble (VIBE),
and the Monteverdi Project, the performance of
baroque music has never been healthier in Malta.
This has led to performances of some musical gems
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Reviving Malta’s
Musical Heritage

Geoff Thomas

by forgotten or little-known
Maltese composers.

‘Among the hundreds
of musical manuscripts
discovered locked away in
one of the cupboards of the
sacristy of the Cathedral of
Mdina in 1969 was the entire collection of sacred
works by Benigno Zerafa ... who served as maestro
di cappella at the Cathedral of St Paul at Mdina
Jrom 1744 to 1786." (Frederick Aquilina)
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Excerpt from Missa in Pastorale by Benigno Zerafa (filters
applied for clarity)

Even a brief glance at this score will reveal
some of the challenges involved in transcribing this
music and making it available for contemporary
performance. I have been extremely fortunate to
have been asked to transcribe and edit a number
of works so that they can be performed. So far, 1
have completed two short pieces by Handel, a
song by Steffani, Zerafa’s Messa in Pastorale, two
chamber operas by Gluck, and a number of pieces
by Girolamo Abos, including his Dixit Dominus,
Stabat Mater, an aria from Erifile, and the complete
opera Pelopida. 1 am now starting on two of his
masses, one written for Milan, one for Naples, then,
hopefully, his cantata Le Glorie d’Ibero.

There is nothing more rewarding than hearing
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these pieces come to life in authentic performances.
So what are the challenges in transforming a
manuscript such as the Zerafa mass above into
something that can be read and performed easily?
So that it looks something like this:

T T e e R e R S

Part of the same excerpt from Missa in Pastorale by
Benigno Zerafa, now transcribed.

As you can imagine, the condition of the scores
can vary enormously depending on where they
have been stored, the quality of the paper and ink
used, and so on. Many scores are yellow or brown
with foxing, whilst some are very well preserved.
Quite often, the scores will have been written out by
pupils and I have come across quite a few different
handwriting styles, sometimes even in the same
score. If a performance were to be imminent, many
shortcuts might be made. Look at the examples
which follow, from Abos’s opera Pelopida.

For those of you who can read music, you will
notice that there is no indication of instrumentation,
clef, or key signature. Compare the original with
what is actually played. It turns out that the top two
lines are horns written in bass clef (sounding an
octave higher), the next two lines are oboes, then
violins and violas.

Where the oboes play the same as violins, a
simple unis is written; where 2™ violins play the
same as 1* violins, the same. Where the viola plays

the same as the basso continuo (sounding an octave
higher), there is a blank space preceded by a bass
clef. To avoid writing out lots of semiquavers,
stemless notes are written (see bars 2-5 [i] and 116-
118 [ii]). For comparison, bar 3 of example [i] is the
same as bar 114 in example [ii].

There are many other issues, not all found in
these examples, such as a lack of figured bass (which
signifies to the keyboard or theorbo player which
chords to play), incorrect or inconsistent ornaments,
and so on. Not to be forgotten is the poor copyist
who, after a hard night, returns to the manuscript
a day later and forgets the order of instruments or
singers on the page. Imagine the confusion when
trying to work it out!

If we return to the missing clefs, these are usually
given at the beginning of each movement or aria. In
nearly all pitched music (discounting TAB etc.), we
only come across three clefs, C, F, and G. They are
only ever placed on the lines of the stave, C clef on
all five, F and G clefs on two (yes, I know about the
D clef and sub-bass clef, but they are very rare):

=i =l SIE =l =RE=RE=IE Sl s

Once you realise that there are only three basic
clefs to worry about, reading the music becomes
quite simple. You just have to hope that the copyist
remembers which ones they are using, which isn’t
always the case. The pitch of horns is sometimes
a problem as some horns can be in the high or low
octave, and the choice of clef can be confusing in the
middle of a movement — for the copyist and editor!

Keysignatures are generally very straightforward,
especially in major keys, and it is only when
modulations occur that problems arise (see
accidentals, below). I just have to know whether the
composer has written for transposing instruments
(trumpets and horns) at pitch or transposed.

Fortunately, today, music software allows one
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Excerpts from the opening aria of Pelopida by Gerolamo Abos.
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to be quite flexible in the use of older instruments
and older clefs. I have even created new instruments
in order to provide today’s players with a better,
more consistent, performing experience. I have
bought an Italian keyboard for the computer
which has saved me hours when using letters with
accents. Sometimes there are differences between
the original libretto and the lyrics provided in the
score (often a confusion between modern and older
versions of words) but the only system text I have
to look out for is the tempo marking, which is often
hidden by the bottom stave (continuo part).

So, the transcribing and editing of scores
becomes quite logical and relatively simple once one
becomes familiar with the handwriting, shorthand,
and common errors. However, there are still some
nasty surprises. There are three things which I
don’t particularly enjoy coming across when going
through the scores. The first of these is missing
accidentals. It is quite common for an accidental to
apply to notes for long passages, or to be omitted
entirely, so it is important to understand the key and
harmonic context of what has been written. Less
common are the bars of unusual length in recitatives
(the sung dialogue between arias and choruses). I
often cheat and trick the software into accepting e.g.
five beats in a four beat bar.

My least favourite surprise? Missing pages. This
is quite rare, but I recently had to ‘compose’ or, more
accurately, reconstruct two pages of a Gluck aria as
the source material had been scanned incorrectly. I’'m
sure the two pages are in the Naples Conservatory,
but they were not easily accessible. So far, no one
has spotted which pages they are, so fingers crossed!

As I said near the beginning of this article, there
is nothing more rewarding than hearing these pieces
come to life in authentic performances. Abos’s
Messa di Napoli is due to be performed early next
year in Valletta. His Stabat Mater is a wonderful
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work, even better than Pergolesi’s setting in my
opinion. I revised an earlier transcription by the late
Joseph Vella who recorded his version with Miriam
Cauchi, Claire Debono, and Claire Massa in St.
George’s Basilica, Gozo in 2002. My edition was
performed at St. Paul’s Co-Cathedral in Valletta in
2018 and, in July this year, as part of the opening
concert at the Intra Muros Festival held at the 16th
century Alden Biesen Castle in Rijkhoven, Belgium,
with Gillian Zammit, Francesca Aquilina, Raisa
Marie Micallef and VIBE.
It certainly was worth turning this ...
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Happy feast and I hope to see some of you at
performances of some of these works in the future,
so that you too can appreciate the wealth of Malta’s
musical heritage.
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Ghall-grazzja t’Alla, din is-sena 2022 se nergghu
jkollna l-grazzja u l-opportunita li ni¢celebraw il-
festa titulari taghna — il-festa li tfakkarna fit-twelid
tal-Imgaddsa Vergni Marija. Malli tidhol fil-knisja
ar¢ipretali taghna, fil-faccata wara l-artal maggur,
tilmah kwadru prominenti mpitter minn Guzeppi
Cali fis-sena 1898. Dan il-kwadru jiddeskrivi
t-twelid tal-Vergni Marija. Naraw lill-Madonna
¢kejkna flimkien mal-genituri taghha Sant’Anna u
San Gwakkin, u fl-isfond taghhom naraw it-tifkira
tal-Assedju 1-Kbir. Tispikka hafna wkoll fuq dan
il-kwadru l-iskrizzjoni bil-Malti minquxa fil-gebla
bajdanija li tghid hekk: It-Twelid Tieghek Vergni
Marija Ferrah id-Dinja Kollha.

Sa mill-qedem il-festa taghna kienet popolari
ghalina 1-Mellihin u ghal hafna nies ohra minn
kull rokna ta’ Malta u Ghawdex. Niftakar sewwa,
meta gejt mahtur sagristan fl-1976, il-festa kienet
tigi ¢celebrata fuq tlitt ijiem — lejlet lejlitha (hawn
min kien isejhilha I-ahhar novena), lejlet il-festa u
nhar il-festa. Niftakar 1i matul dawn it-tlitt ijiem,
b’mod specjali lejlet u nhar il-festa, kienu jkunu
impressjonanti bl-ammont ta’ nies 1li kienu jigu
jgawdu I-festa tal-Vitorja fir-rahal taghna.

L-ewwel quddiesa nhar il-festa fit-8 ta’
Settembru kienet tkun fl-erbgha ta’ filghodu. Kont
niftah il-knisja fit-3:30 ta’ filghodu. Wara kwarta
I-knisja kienet tkun diga ippakkjata bil-Mellehin
u numru kbir t’Ghawdxin li kienu jigu jgawdu
I-festa maghna. Dawn 1-Ghawdxin kienu jigu minn
diversi rhula lejlet il-festa, b’mod specjali sabiex
jisimghu l-ghana li kien ikun organizzat wara li
jinharaq in-nar tal-art. Gieli kien ikun hemm seba’
gruppi t’ghannejja jghannu f’postijiet differenti,
generalment madwar il-knisja u s-Santwarju. Ghal
dan l-ghana kienu jigu wkoll hafna nies Maltin,
spe¢jalment miz-Zejtun, minn Hal Ghaxaq, mill-
Imgabba, mill-Qrendi, minn Marsaxlokk u anke
Rabtin.

Grupp minn dawn l-ghannejja kont issibu fuq
is-sur. Nahseb dan il-grupp l-iktar li kien jigbor

Meta Gbarthom
taht il-Mant

Christopher Bartolo
Sagristan

nies. Grupp iehor kien ikun gieghed jghanni fejn il-
mahzen mal-genb tax-xellug tal-knisja. Kien ikun
hemm grupp iehor jghanni hdejn i¢-¢imiterju. Hafna
nies kont tarahom isegwu u jisimghu l-ghana fit-
tarag nghidulu “tal-kappillan”. Dan nghidulu “tal-
kappillan” ghaliex huwa t-tarag 1i jaghti ghall-bieb
tal-ufficcju tal-ar¢ipriet. Grupp t’ghannejja kien
jintasab hdejn I-ghassa tal-pulizija u grupp iehor
kien ihobb ikun taht il-logog fil-bitha tas-Santwarju.

Dawn ix-xeni u episodji sbieh kienu joholqu
festa Maltija. Dak iz-Zmien l-attivitajiet esterni tal-
festa kienu ftit limitati. Sal-1980, il-ftit attivitajiet
li kienu jsiru kienu, tista’ tghid, kollha jiddependu
u jikkonsistu minn attivitajiet li jorganizzaw fit-
toroq u l-pjazza taghna z-zewg baned tal-Mellieha.
In-nar kien ukoll ftit limitat u allura dawn il-gruppi
t’ghannejja flimkien mal-kitarristi kienu joholqu
mezz iehor ta’ divertiment.

F’dawn iz-zminijiet il-festa kibret u nholqu
attivitajiet u inizjattivi godda. Pero, fl-opinjoni
tieghi, wiehed mill-izjed mumenti qawwija u li
tant ikun mistenni huwa meta z-zewg baned taghna
jesegwixxu billi jdogqulna u jsemmghulna z-zewg
innijiet sbieh, melodjuzi u devoti ad unur Marija
Bambina. Mhux l-ewwel darba li dawn iz-zewg
innijiet gabulna memorji u nostalgiji ta’ ferh u anke
ta’ niket li gabbzulna xi demgha minn ghajnejna.
Dawn l-innijiet minn ¢kuniti dejjem gibduni lejn
il-plan¢ieri u kont inkun minn ta’ quddiem ma’
missieri biex nisma’ u nitpaxxa bihom. Meta kbirt
kont immur wahdi u kont noqghod attent nisma’
I-lirika ta’ dawn l-innijiet kantati mill-korijiet tat-
tfal flimkien mat-tenuri u I-baritoni.

Haga pozittiva li dejjem affaxxinatni, anke meta
kont ghadni izghar u li minn dejjem osservajtha,
hija li ghalina l-komunita Mellehija dawn l-innijiet
jghaqqduna u jnessulna d-differenzi ta’ bejnietna.
F’dawn l-innijiet, missirijietna bl-ghajnuna tal-
Providenza, ipprovdewlna ftit minuti gawwijin
hafna fejn fihom ninghaqdu lkoll flimkien biex
inkantaw, nirringrazzjaw u nfahhru lil Marija
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Bambina ta’ kemm grazzji tkun tatna matul is-snin
li jkunu ghaddew kif ukoll nitolbuha thares lilna u
lill-familji taghna matul is-sena li tkun gejja.

Hija grazzja mis-sema l-innu li jindaqq mill-
Ghaqda Muzikali Imperial li ghandu versi u lirika
ta’ Nicola Biancardi u muzika tas-Surmast Vincenzo
Ciappara. Fir-ritornell insibu dan il-kliem:

O Madonna Gmiel il-Gonna
Xemx ta’ Mejju li sahhant
Lill-qalbiena bl-akbar hniena
Meta gbarthom taht il-mant

Ghall-grazzja t’Alla, din is-sena, dawn I-erba’
versi se jerga’ jkollna l-grazzja li nisimghuhom ghax
f’dawn l-ahhar sentejn ma stajniex nisimghuhom
jitkantaw nhar lejlet u nhar il-festa minhabba is-
sitwazzjoni allarmanti tal-pandemija. Nistqarr li
ghalkemm il-knisja taghna zejjintha u armajtha u
I-gniepen indaqqu bhas-soltu matul il-granet tal-
festa, xorta hassejt li I-festa ma kinitx kompluta
bhas-snin l-ohra. Jien ghamilt hilti kollha sabiex is-
sehem tieghi bhala sagristan naghtih kollu sabiex il-
komunita Mellehija xorta tkun tista’ tifrah fil-festa
taghha anke jekk b’mod ristrett. Xtaqt li fil-Mellieha
jkollna arja u ambjent ta’ festa xorta wahda, anke
jekk l-attivitajiet ta’ barra ma setghux isiru.

Xieraq u gust li l-ewwel u qabel kollox
nirringrazzja lil Alla tas-sahha 1i ghadu jaghtini
sabiex inkompli I-hidma tieghi. Nirringrazzja lil
tant nies - li hafna minnhom m’ghadhomx maghna -
li ghenu ghas-success tal-festi li ghaddew. Fl-istess

wagqt nixtieq nirringrazzja lil hafna nies ohra li se
jaghtu kontribut ghall-festa ta’ din is-sena.

Nirringrazzja mill-qalb lil dak il-grupp ta’ ftit
irgiel li jghinu kemm fit-tizjin tal-knisja kif ukoll
fit-tizjin tal-pjazza u t-toroq taghna. Nizzi hajr ukoll
lill-Grupp Santa Marta, lill-Grupp tal-Qniepen u
lill-Grupp tan-Nar li lkoll jaghtu sehem importanti
fil-festa. Is-sehem tal-korijiet fil-parro¢¢a taghna
jkompli jsebbah l-attivitajiet liturgici 1i jkunu
organizzati fil-knisja taghna u ta’ dan ahna ghandna
nkunu grati lejhom ukoll. Naturalment minghajr
is-sehem tat-tliet ghaqdiet muzikali li ghandna fil-
parrocéa taghna, il-festa ma tistax tkun kompluta.
Ghalhekk nirringrazzja lis-Societa Filarmonica La
Vittoria, lill-Ghaqda Muzikali Imperial kif ukoll lill-
Ghaqda Korali u Orkestrali Marija Bambina li tiehu
hsieb il-muzika sagra kollha tal-festa. Ma jonqosx
li nirringrazzja lill-ar¢ipriet u l-kleru kollu, lill-
abbatini, lill-fratelli u lil dawk li b’xi mod jew iehor
jahdmu sabiex kull sena jkollna festa li taghmlilna
gieh kif jixraq lir-rahal taghna.

Fl-ahhar nett irrid nirringrazzja mill-qalb lill-
President ta’ din I-ghaqda muzikali, is-Sur Josef
Borg, u I-kumitat kollu talli, ghal sena ohra, regghu
stednuni sabiex nagsam il-hsibijiet tieghi ghall-
festa ta’ din is-sena. Nirringrazzjahom tar-rispett
u l-ghajnuna li dejjem tawni kemm ilni sagristan.
Jalla fil-futur nibqghu nahdmu u nirrispettaw lil
xulxin halli bil-hidma taghna nkomplu naghmlu
festa sabiha kif ukoll inkomplu nahdmu flimkien
ghal rahal twelidna, il-Mellieha.

Viva Marija Bambina!

Zuru l-‘website’ taghna

www.imperialbandclub.com

Ikkuntattjana fuq e-mail:
info@imperialbandclub.com
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Meta persuna tkun qattghet parti
kbira minn hajjitha fil-volontarjat,
allura minghajr ezitazzjoni wiehed
jista’ jiddeskrivi lil Lorry Farrugia
bhala persuna tal-komunita li habb
mhux biss il-Birgu, belt twelidu,
imma anke aspetti ohra tal-hajja
komunitarja.

Madanakollu, Lorry Farrugia jibga’
wkoll imfakkar bhala 1-President tal-
Ghaqda Nazzjonali Kazini tal-Banda,
liema kariga okkupa ghal xejn anqas
minn 25 sena li fihom kompla fejn
hallew ta’ gablu biex jara li 1-baned
tradizzjonali taghna, li m’hemmx
dubju huma wirt u patrimonju
taghna, jibqghu relevanti ghas-socjeta
ingenerali.

Lorry kien bniedem serju, dixxiplinat u ta’
prin¢ipju li qatt ma beza’ jesprimi l-opinjonijiet
tieghu fil-qasam bandistiku. Lorry kellu ghan
wiehed: dak li terga’ tiddahhal aktar serjeta kif
li l-e¢cessi ma jaghmlu gid u gieh lil hadd, aktar u
aktar lil dawk li jwettquhom.

Minkejja 1i ma baqax jokkupa l-kariga ta’

Apprezzament:
Lawrence Farrugia
(1938 - 2022)

L-Avukat Noel Camilleri
llI-President tal-Ghaqda Nazzjonali Kazini tal-Banda

president, Lorry kien dejjem lest
li jaghti l-pariri tieghu b’onesta,
b’ragunament oggettiv u trasparenti.
Haddiehor forsi, wara 1li jtemm
I-inkarigu tieghu importanti li kellu,
jitlef l-interess f’dik 1-ghaqda. Mhux
Lorry, ghax baga’ jattendi 1-lagghat
tal-Ghaqda Nazzjonali Kazini tal-
Banda, u mhux biss jattendi imma
aktar importanti kien jikkontribwixxi
b’mod pozittiv ghax hekk kien il-
karattru tieghu. Ghandna nghozzu
u nzommu haj l-ezempju ta’ Lorry
jekk verament irridu li din I-ghagqda
u fuq kollox il-kazini taghna u l-festa
Maltija jibqghu relevanti fis-soéjeta
Maltija.

Mat-telfa ta’ Lorry Farrugia,
I-Ghagda Nazzjonali Kazini tal-Banda mhux biss
tilfet persuna li serva bhala president ghal 25 sena,
imma aktar minn hekk tilfet persuna li verament
habb lil din 1-ghaqda, habb il-festa Maltija, habb
dak kollu sabih marbut mal-fraternita bandistika
Maltija, imma fuq kollox habb lis-so¢jeta Maltija
kemm fuq livell ta’ komunita, imma anke fuq livell
nazzjonali.

B

George’s BaKery

22, Main Street, Mellieha
Tel: 21 520685
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Gheziez hbieb, huwa ta’ pjacir kbir nikteb dan
I-awgurju ghall-festa tal-Mellieha, il- Vitorja. Din il-
festa, tant mahbuba fir-rahal tal-Mellieha, ghandha
sinifikat ikbar ghalija ghaliex hija wkoll il-festa ta’
belti — in-Naxxar. Nagsmu flimkien din I-imhabba
u devozzjoni ghal Ommna I-Bambina; festa li
taghmilna kburin 1i ahna Maltin. Hija wkoll festa
b’sinifikat tant importanti ghal pajjizna ghaliex
tahbat il-gurnata meta missirijietna raw lill-ghadu
jitlag ’1 hemm minn xtutna wara xhur ta’ dmija
mxerrda ghal art twelidna u ghal dak kollu li

Clifford Galea Vella Maslennikov
II-President tar-Regjun Tramuntana

2022
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Messagg mill-Kunsill
Regjonali Tramuntana

Regjun Tramuntana Baned
u Nar, li ser ikun ged isir
f’Mejju tas-sena d-diehla.
Din ser tkun it-tieni sena li
dan il-festival ged jittella’.
Hsibna li niehdu dan il-
festival  f’kull  lokalita
taghna, id-disgha li huma, fuq perjodu ta’ tliet
snin. Nixtiequ ntellghu festa ta’ kuluri, muzika u
spettaklu. Nixtiequ naraw il-baned u I-ghaqdiet tan-
nar li jinsabu fil-lokalitajiet taghna jahdmu flimkien

nemmnu fih.

F’din is-sena, qed naraw kull aspett
tal-hajja jiehu r-ruh wara sentejn ta’
pandemija li ghamlet hafna hsara
f’kull aspett ta’ hajjitna, spec¢jalment
fejn tidhol kultura, muzika, u sahha
mentali. Il-festi taghna, b’dak kollu li
Jjigi maghhom, il-briju, il-baned, in-nar,
I-imhabba ghal pajjizna, regghu kollha
bdew isehhu.

REGJUN
TRAMUNTANA

sabiex intellghu spettaklu uniku, wiehed
li jehaqqadna u jferrah lil kulhadd.

Nhedejna fond t’ghajnuna sabiex il-
kunsilli jkollhom il-fondi biex jghinu
l-annimali 1i nsibu madwarna. Qed
nipprovdu fond biex dawk il-persuni li
jiehdu hsieb il-qtates u 1-klieb li jinsabu
fit-toroq taghna, ikollhom ghajnuna
sabiex jipprovdu font tal-ilma, xelters,
kif ukoll ghajnuna veterinarja.

Il-festa hija probabli dik I-attivita li
I-iktar tghaqqad il-lokalitajiet taghna, nistennewha
minn sena ghal sena, u nahdmu bi hgarna sabiex
intellghuha. Hija okkazjoni fejn nonoraw bil-kbir
il-patrun taghna, imma hija ukoll avveniment fejn
nersqu iktar lejn xulxin, fejn neghlbu d-divergenzi
u nsahhu I-hbiberiji.

Bhala I-President tar-Regjun Tramuntana, hassejt
il-htiega li niehdu fond finanzjarju t’ghajnuna ghall-
kunsilli membri taghna sabiex ikunu jistghu jghinu
ahjar l-organizzazzjonijiet volontarji tal-lokal,
spe¢jalment dawk kulturali.

Din is-sena, bhala Regjun Tramuntana, ser
inwettqu I-hidma taghna mal-kunsilli u I-komunita
regjonali b’diversi progetti. Ser inkunu qed nergghu
nghinu lill-kunsilli jsahhu s-sigurta tal-komunita,
billi nipprovdu apparat ta’ sorveljanza. Irridu naraw
komunita aktar b’sahhitha u maghquda, u nhossu li
I-arti u l-kultura huma ghodda li jistghu jwassluna
ghal dan it-tir. Bdejna l-hidma biex jittella’ 1-Festival

Flimkien mal-kunsilli, ser inkunu ged
intellghu kors f’kull lokalita fuq kif wiehed ikabbar
il-pjanti, kif jiehu hsiebhom u jindukrahom. Kull
wiehed u wahda minna jista’ jikkontribwixxi biex
thaddar l-ambjent, u nemmnu li kontribut zghir
taghna lkoll huwa dak li jaghmel id-differenza.
Nemmnu fl-edukazzjoni u l-izvilupp tal-persuna, u
propju ghalhekk ser inkunu ged intellghu numru ta’
korsijiet ghall-haddiema tal-kunsilli u I-kunsilliera.
Ser inkunu qed intellghu korsijiet fl-ewwel
ghajnuna, it-tifi tan-nar u customer care.

Dawn huma ftit mill-inizzjattivi 1i ghaddejjin
bhalissa. Flimkien mal-kunsilli, ahna qeghdin
hawn ghall-komunita taghna, biex insahhuha u
nghaqqduha. Irridu komunita maghquda flimkien,
bid-diversitajiet kollha taghna.

Naghlaq billi nifithilkom u nawgura I-festa
t-tajba lil kulhadd.
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*** mghammra b’arja kundizzjonata * * *

ldeali ghal kull tip
ta’ riceviment, bhal
tal-Maghmudijiet,
tal-Pracett, tal-
Grizma, tal-
Engagements u tal-
Anniversarji

| Tinframa ukoll
ghal konferenzi,
workshops u
seminars

Jekk ged tipprepara ghal xi attivita socjali,
kelimna u tohrog sodisfatt zgur!

Ghal aktar informazzjoni, avvic¢inaw lill-membri tal-Kumitat

Tel.: 21 520 536
e-mail: info@imperialbandclub.com
facebook: fb.me/imperialAD1930




John Buttigieg
CIKKIES

Fruit & Vegetables Wholesaler & Retailer
To Hotels, Caterers & Vendors

Store: CikRkies Garage, Cross Street, Mellieba
Office: 32, New Mill Street, Il-Mellieba
Tel: 21 521 945 Mob: 99 460 572




It-Tragedja tal-Latnija

Joseph F. Cachia

Tassew kont inhobb nimxiha,
mill-Mellieha sa Selmun.
Ma kinitx tqila ghalija,
mit-toroq tal-karettun.

Lejn Tal-Ibrag, kont intiha

ghax hemmbhekk, berah miftuh,
m’hemmx storbju, m’hemmx gegwigija,
jistriehu 1-qalb u r-ruh.

Malli noqrob lej’ I-Latnija,

kont inberraq ftit 1-ghajnejn.
Hemm grat storja, illum minsija,
dwarha se nikteb kelmtejn.

II-moghoz u n-naghag minnu semghu,
bdew joqorbu fejn ried hu.

Merhla folta, imbaghad ingemghu
jistennew ilkoll fil-kju.

Nagra tfajjel, mill-Mellieha,
ismu, jien, ilni li nsejt.

Qatt ma smajt l-istorja shiha,
id-dettalji qatt ma mlejt.
L-ilma, it-tifel beda jtella’,
fil-misqja jferrghu,

imma l-muntun, dlonk irvilla,
ried juri, is-sahha tieghu.

Kellu n-naghag u I-moghoz jirghahom
fuq ix-Xaghra ta’ Ekek,

il-jum kollu ghassa maghhom

le, jiccaqlag minn hemmbhekk.

It-tifel, gatt ma ta kasu,
dendel il-barmil gol-bir,
minghajr biss ma gholla rasu,
halli x-xoghol jibqga’ jsir.

Kien is-soltu tieghu, jisqihom.
Fil-Latnija kien hemm bir.
Lejn il-horza, huwa mexxihom
f’idu 1-habel u 1-barmil.
II-muntun ha r-rankatura
lit-tifel laqat bil-kbir,
imbaghad huwa rega’ lura,
it-tifel spi¢ca fil-bir.

Bl-ilma I-bir ma kienx imfawwar.
Krib it-tifel ma nstemax.

Hadd ma gie sabiex jittawwal.
B’hekk it-tifel ma telax.

Hemmbhekk baqa’ jinghi, jokrob,
sakemm tieghu harget ir-ruh.
Hekk kif il-lejl beda joqrob,
lit-tifel, mejjet sabuh.
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[I-Mellieha kollha bkietu.
Ma tafx meta jigi l-gwaj!

Kieku I-muntun qaghad bi kwietu,

kieku t-tifel ghadu haj.

Niftakar kien hemm irhama
illi tfakkar dan il-fatt.

Imma llum, ninsab fil-ghama,
ghax ingabret minn xi hadd.

Dik l-irhama kellha fugha
I-isem tat-tifel min kien.
Imma kemm ilha misruqa,
anke d-data, insejt jien.

Dak hu, kulma jien niftakar,
illi smajt minn bosta nies.
Ktibtha mhux sabiex niftahar,
imma biex ma tintesiex.

Dan il-fatt, jien ukoll ktibtu,
huwa biex jekk hawn xi flien,
jiftakru, jew jigi minnu,
jehidilna, it-tifel min kien.

2022

Ghaqda Muzikali Imperial il-Mellieha

Fl-ahhar nett, nixtieq nitlobkom
illi Ikoll tiftakru fih.

U 1i meta tlissnu talbkom,
titolbu ’1 Mulej ghalih!

Bugibba,
11/1/2021

Airconditioning &
Refrigeration Sales,
Services & Repairs

Stephen Deguara
() 9947 5290

Email: stephen.deguara.r‘lngail.cam

www.imperialbandclub.com g9
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IMPERIAL BAR

We give appetizers with drinks

For good Maltese food and genuine drinks the
Imperial Bar is the place to be ...

Specialising in Malt, Whiskey & Gin

Pjazza tal-Parrocca, Mellieha
Tel: 79296738 (Alfred Xuereb)




_f' \ 3y
I B8
9’20 -i

# PC..

DemolitionExcavation

info@pccauchicom E
wwaw pecauchicom W
9989 9839 / 7925 g208 M




Inti u niezel, mill-Mellieha,
hemm triq tiehdok lejn ix-Xquq.
Tara dehra sew sabiha,

f’nofsha hemm razzett mitluq.

Razzett ta’ fama, xejn sbejha.
Jghidu li bnieh ix-xitan.

F’xi lejla kiesha, imrejha,
ma nafx kif tella’ I-hitan.

[I-Punent hemm jonfoh sewwa,
Tramuntana jgib il-ksieh.

Imma, kenni sew fuq gewwa,

’k tistkenn fih, tghid, “Ghall-erwieh!”’

Ganni Grima, ragel xwejjah,
kellu r-raba’ f’tarf il-wied.
Hu ma kienx ihobb jitrejjah,
ma jiflahx I-ajru jiswied.

Mil-Lbi¢ ra shab ohxon, tiela’.
Lewnu, kien bhal dak ta¢-comb.
Mill-ewwel, ghat-telgha, irhielha.
Ma bagax jonqox il-kromb.

Ghalhekk gibed lej’ il-moghdija.
Din haditu fej’ ir-razzett.

Ix-xita zdiedet, gawwija,

dahal jistkenn gewwa nett.

Ir-Razzett tax-Xjaten

Joseph F. Cachia

Mari Vella, Mellihija,

kellha r-raba’, hemm ukoll.

Fost I-ghelieqi, imrobbija

gatt ma bezghet minn dax-xoghol.

Malli ratu jibda jberraq,
pront gabret i¢-¢irniena,
mat-telgha, qabdet itterraq,
bil-bard, i¢¢ekcek snienha.

Xita u r-raghad zdiedu sewwa.
Ir-razzett kien tant fil-qrib.
Xtaqget kieku tidhol gewwa,
imma bezghet illi ssib

dawk tas-setta jistennewha,

taghti qima lix-xitan.

“Tersagx 1 hemm”, kienu wissewha
“Ara, ma tmissx mal-hitan!”

Ghalhekk hija lissnet talba,
malli waslet fejn il-bieb.
Hasset it-tektik go qalbha
mohhha mimli bl-ikrah hsieb.

Raddet salib, ftit ghajjiena,

il-kliem taghha kienu dawn,

“Jekk gewwa hawn, xi spirti hziena,
itilqu ’l barra minn hawn.”
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Dak il-hin faqqghet sajjetta.
Minn god-dlam semghet dal-kliem,
“Mar, hallik minn tas-setta.

Hawn wisa’ ghal tnejn flimkien

"’

Kien Ganni li I-kliem taghha
dejquh sew. Ma tawhx gost.
Hu ma riedx jiffitta maghha,
lanqas ried jitlaq mill-post.

Imma hija bilgri telget,

sa ma ghebu l-hitan.
Mal-Mellieha kollha gerret,
1i kellimha, ix-xitan!

Nota tal-awtur: Poezija umoristika.
L-ismijiet tal-bdiewa vvintajthom jien.
Huma holgien tieghi u kull koinc¢idenza hi
kazwali.

Tal-Ghansar,
16/12/2021

e & Ta' Peter

PzZd. Pasta ‘(,'n/[

Bar, Restaurant &
Games Room

Specialising in
Maltese Cuisine

We are also catering for Kid’s
Parties, Events, Majjalati, &

Fenkati, Buffets and more

Fresh Fish Dishes.

. Gorg Borg Olivier Str.
111[,‘@9&9)B$rﬁ”®r:ivie £ [I-Mellieha - Malta
wliens Tel: 21 523537
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ANVHATEVER THE OCCASION; 'NQTHING

DISCOVER
OUR SERVICES

¢ Weddings
Conferences
Birthdays
Graduations
Baptism

Holy Communion
Confirmation

Get in touch with us today
to discuss your event and
get a tailor-made quotation
based on your unique
requirements.

For more information please call us on 2289 5000 or send us an email to events@paradise-bay.com




LOCAL & OVERSEAS Offering PRE-ARRANGEMENT
funeral arrangements UNDERSTANDING & INTEGRITY services available

—

WEDON'T

just arrange funerals,
Y, O

WE HELP

create meaningful days
C

; at
o Famly 7] PROFESSIONAL
FUNERAL SERVICES GUIDANCE

John Bray - Funeral Director through difficult times

24/7 Service Local & Overseas funeral directors Moderate Prices

=y Garage/Office Funeral Services, Lampuki Street, St Paul’s Bay
Office Funeral Services, Triq Salvinu Vella Mellieha

John Bray Residence 117, Our Lady of Fatima, Parades Street, St Paul's Bay

& Family
Funeral Services Tel: 21585716 (21573588 | 21571260 | 21522400 (Mellieha office)
Est. 1981 Mob: 99493479 | 79493479

Email: johnbrayandson@yahoo.com www.johnbrayandsonmalta.com
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Awguri
lil Patri Alfred Debono

Nhar il-Gimgha 5 t’ Awwissu 2022, Patri Alfred L-Ghaqda Muzikali Imperial tirringrazzja lil
Debono ODC qaddes quddiesa ta’ radd il-hajr lil  Patri Debono ghax-xoghol li wettaq tul dawn il-
Alla fil-Knisja Arcipretali ta’ Marija Bambina, il- 50 sena ta’ sacerdozzju u tawguralu aktar snin ta’
Mellieha, f’gheluq il-50 sena mill-ordinazzjoni hidma fejjieda b’rizq il-komunita kollha.
sacerdotali tieghu. Wara sar riceviment fis-Seabank Ad Multus Annos!

Hotel and Spa.

(Hajr ghar-ritratti lis-Sur Guido Debono))
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Wheelchair Dancing

Pippa Roberts

After the long rest due to the COVID-19
pandemic, it is exciting to see that Steven
Fenech and his Latin American partner Sarah
Farrugia are back in the swing of dance.
Steven has also been working hard with
Andrea Naumann Clement, from Germany,
so that he can also participate in Ballroom
competitions. Steve’s first two competitions
were in Germany and proved that Steve is
back with a bang. The couple were quoted as
saying “It is wonderful to be back again on the
dance floor”.

COVID-19 hit the dancing world very
hard and especially for dancers who danced

together. Once lockdowns and restrictions
were lifted Steve was back in training with
two partners and loving every minute. He is now
working towards competitions in Belgium along
with shows locally in Malta. The Malta Open Dance
Spectacular will celebrate its 20™ anniversary on
November 26" and 27®. This year it will be held
at the Basketball Training Stadium in Ta’ Qali. All
are welcome to come and support Steve, Sarah
and Andrea. This year competitors have already
registered from the USA, Netherlands, UK,
Germany, Belgium, Slovenia, Slovakia, Poland,
Ukraine, and Italy, as well as interest is being shown
from Ireland, France, and Australia. Able bodied
dancers as well as wheelchair dancers are expected
to compete in this fantastic competition, making it a
truly integrated competition.

Just remember Steve says, “Anyone can dance!”

Should anybody wish to donate or advertise
during the Malta Open Dance spectacular please
contact the Secretary, Steve Fenech at maltawda@
yahoo.co.uk or visit the facebook page.

For more information you can contact
the Secretary Steve Fenech at:
maltawda@yahoo.co.uk
or on the facebook page

https://www.facebook.com/maltawda

Bk Reda 2019
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Reflections

DISCOVER

THE PLACE
EVERYONE IS
TALKING ABOUT!

o 2152 37566
@ WWW.REFLECTIONSMALTA.COM

o 81 MISRAH TAS-SALIB MELLIEHA,
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Introduzzjoni

Kienet haga komuni li jsir tahrig jew prattika
bl-artillerija jew b’ajruplani militari fuq il-gzira
ta’ Filfla. Min jaf kemm qalghet bombi dil-povra
gzira. Li mhux tas-soltu hija r-rikjesta li saret biex
issir prattika bl-artillerija f’Zona bejn partijiet mill-
Mellicha u Kemmuna. Flimkien se naraw x’kienet
il-kundizzjoni biex issir prattika simili.

mill-
U Kemmunett FI-1927

2022

Prattika bl-artillerija

Fiz-zona ta’ partijiet
Mellieha, Kemmuna

Charles Debono
II-Kuratur tal-Muzew Nazzjonali tal-Gwerra

Regolamenti ghal waqt il-prattika bl-
artillerija

F’ezercizzju tal-poteri vestiti fih, il-Kap
tal-Ministeru, Ugo P. Mifsud, hareg numru ta’
regolamenti, li gew ippubblikati fil-Gazzetta
tal-Gvern tat-22 ta’ Marzu 1927. Dan wara li
I-Awtoritajiet Militari kellhom l-intenzjoni li
jitharrgu fil-prattika tal-artillerija, b’munizzjon ta’

e

| Scaur 2w
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veru, bejn 1-1 u 1-11 ’April 1927. Ir-
regolamenti kellhom jigu osservati
minn kulhadd, kemm qabel, waqt
u wara li tispicca l-prattika tal-
isparar. Dawn li gejjin huma l-iktar
noti important ta’ dawn l-istess
regolamenti:

e Fil-granet tal-prattika, mill-
porzjon tal-Punent tal-Irdum
tal-Marfa jew mill-vi¢inanzi
tal-Kamp tal-Melliecha (jew
tal-Ghadira)  sal-gzira  ta’
Kemmuna, I-ebda persuna ma
tithalla tindahal ghall-ebda
raguni, fiz-zona ta’ periklu
jew jostakola bi kwalunkwe
atteggjament, l-uzu tieghu mill-
Awtoritajiet Militari. Iz-zZona
msemmija tinkludi l-gzira ta’
Kemmuna u I-bahar sa mil mit-
Tramuntana, Lvant u Nofsinhar
tal-gzira, kif ukoll I-Irdum tal-
Marfa u I-vi¢inanzi tal-Kamp
tal-Mellieha, 1li qieghed fil-
Lvant tal-linja mi¢-Cirkewwa
sa¢c-Cumnija u 1-Punent tal-
linja, mit-Torri [-Abjad sal-
Imgharrqa u  t-Tramuntana

i

tal-linja mill-binjiet tal-Kamp

Mappa li turi z-zona fejn kienet se ssir il-prattika bl-isparar tal-artillerija
f'April 1927. Innutaw li partijiet sostanzjali mill-Mellieha kienu se jkunu
zona maghluqa wagqt il-prattika. (Sors: Arkivji Nazzjonali ta’ Malta).
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It-Torri ta’ Kemmuna. (Sors: Kollezzjoni tal-Awtur) lI-Batterija ta’ Wied Musa jew kif kien maghruf f'dawk
iz-zminijiet bhala I-Palazz tal-Marfa. (Sors: Kollezzjoni
tal-Awtur)

homor bi fjammi blu li se jperpru mill-arblu
tat-Torri I-Ahmar mis-7.00am, f’kull ghodwa
tal-granet tal-prattika minn din iz-Zona, u
bnadar homor u blu se jperpru wkoll mit-
Torri ta” Kemmuna, ir-Ridott tar-Ramla ta’
Wied Musa, il-Lvant tal-Palazz tal-Marfa (il-
Batterija ta’ Wied Musa) u t-Torri 1-Abjad.

* Fil-granet tal-prattika, mill-Kamp ta’ Ghajn
Tuffieha sal-Gzira ta’ Kemmuna, iz-zona
ta’ periklu se tinkludi z-zZona msemmija
qabel, kif ukoll fin-Nofsinhar taghha, li hi
fit-Tramuntana tan-Naval Firing Range
u I-Lvant ta’ linja mi¢-Cumnija sa Ras il-
Wahx u I-Punent ta’ linja tghaddi mit-triq
mill-Gholja tal-Mellieha sa Ciantar’s Wine
Factory u minn hemm sal-Moghxa (La
Ciantar’s Wine Factory u lanqas il-Moghxa
mhuma fiz-zona ta’ periklu).

* Bil-ghanlijigi indikat li se tibda l-prattika fiz-
Zona msemmija, se jittellghu jperpru bnadar
homor bi fjammi blu, mal-arbli tat-Torri ta’
Kemmuna, it-Torri 1-Ahmar, ir-Ridott tar-

It-Torri tal-Ahrax jew kif inhu maghruf bhala t-Torri ) . oo
I-Abjad. (Sors: Kollezzjoni tal-Awtur) Ramla ta” Wied Musa u t-Torri 1-Abjad; li

Dehra mill-faccéata tal-Batterija ta’ Wied Musa jew kif kien
maghruf f'dawk iz-zminijiet bhala I-Palazz tal-Marfa. (Sors: Kollezzjoni tal-Awtur)

(Sors: Kollezzjoni tal-Awtur)
www.imperialbandclub.com 81
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Dak li hu maghruf bhala t-Torri ta’ Ciantar. (Sors:
Kollezzjoni tal-Awtur)

7

Dehra generali tan-Naval Firing Range biswit il-Kamp ta
Ghajn Tuffieha. (Sors: Kollezzjoni tal-Awtur)

dawn il-bnadar jigu sostitwiti b’bandiera
hamra matul il-prattika attwali.

* Meta titlesta l-prattika ghal dik il-gurnata,
il-bnadar kollha jitnehhew u l-ebda bandiera
ma tittella’ fuq it-Torri ta” Kemmuna, it-Torri
I-Ahmar jew xi mkien iehor meta ma tkunx
se ssir prattika.

F’dokument iffirmat mill-Kurunell Wheelocks
lill-istaff tal-Commanding Troops Malta, datata
4 t’April 1927, dan ikompli jzid ma’ dak li qalu
r-regolamenti hawn fuq hekk:

1. Bl-Ordinanza Nru. XV tal-1901, il-Gvern ta’

Malta ta permess lid-Dipartiment tal-Gwerra
I-uzu temporanju tal-Gzejjer ta’ Kemmuna
u Kemmunett, u I-bahar sa mil fil-Grigal u

n-Nofsinhar tal-gzejjer, kif ukoll parti mill-
gzira ta’ Malta, murija bl-ahmar fuq mappa
tat-Tramuntana ta’ Malta u Kemmuna, kif
ukoll imdawra fil-Lvant bil-linja mpingija
mit-Torri 1-Abjad sa Tal-Imgharrqa, imtawla
sa punt ta’ interéezzjoni bit-Triq Ghajn
Tuffieha, il-Mellieha, u ghalhekk issegwi din
it-triq sa Ciantar’s Wine Factory u 1-Moghxa,
pero bl-eskluzjoni ta’ dawn iz-zewg postijiet.
Il-bordura tan-Nofsinhar hija linja 1i tibda
mill-Moghxa sa tul 1-Irdum tal-Mejjiesa, sa
Ras il-Wahx u l-bordura tal-Punent huwa
ffurmat b’linja minn ponta fi¢-Cirkewwa 400
jarda fil-Lvant tal-Ponta tal-Marfa sa Ras il-
Wahx.

. Iz-zona ta’ din l-art, l-uzu temporanju

moghti, huwa muri bir-roza, tal-borduri
msemmija iktar qabel fuq il-pjanta msemmija
u din 1-ghotja ma tapplikax ghal propjeta tad-
Dipartiment tal-Gwerra li tinsab fiz-zona
msemmija.

. II-Gvern ta’ Malta jaghti temporanjament

I-uzu, bil-ghan li d-Dipartiment tal-Gwerra
b’intenzjoni li jaghmel tahrig bl-artillerija, bl-
uzu ta’ balal ta’ veru, fuq iz-Zona msemmija.

. L-uzu temporanju huwa moghti ghal perjodu,

mill-1 t’April sal-11 t’April 1927 u ghalhekk
jekk ikun necessarju, f’dawk l-inhawi, il-
Gvern hu liberu li jiddisponi mid-drittijiet
tal-propjeta jew l-interess tieghu fuq l-artijiet,
bini, toroq, e¢¢. bla xkiel minn impenji
precedenti li dahal ghalihom, qieghed jigi
mifhum li d-Dipartiment tal-Gwerra f’Malta
jista’ jaghmel arrangamenti ohra li jkuni
necessarji, ghall-ghanijiet indikati fi klawsoli
1 u 2 mal-partijiet 1-ohra kollha, li ghandhom
interessi f’dawn l-artijiet jew propjeta f’dawn
I-inhawi msemmija.

. Hu espressament maqgbul ukoll li l-ebda

dritt ta’ propjeta ma tista’ tigi trasferita jew
imwassla lid-Dipartiment tal-Gwerra, u
lanqas xi servitl permanenti tal-ebda tip
kostitwita favur 1-Awtoritajiet Militari, jew
xi persuna ohra ghad-detriment tal-ebda
persuna privata, jew xi porzjon ta’ propjeta
privata li tinsab fiz-zona msemmija.
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6. L-Awtoritajiet Militari ghandhom ikunu

responsabbli lejn il-Gvern Civili ghal kull / £

danni li jsiru lil propjeta ¢ivili fl-inhawi

msemmija, apparti mir-responsabilta 1 ta/ tbtta/
ghandhom lejn xi persuna individwali, lil

hinn mill-Gvern Civili, ghal xi hsara li saret f -
minn, matul jew b’konnessjoni ma’ dak C O n e Ctl O n e ry

imsemmija prattika bl-artillerija.

Id-Dipartiment tal-Gwerra ghandu jhallas 152 Triq il-Mithna 1-Gdida
lill-Gvern Civili ta’ Malta s-somma ta’ lira (£1) ’

bhala mizata rikonoxxenti ghall-uzu tal-propjeta Mellieha
msemmija, u ghandu jaghti lill-Gvern imsemmi,

notifika tad-dati meta t-tahrig bl-artillerija jkun se M Ob . 7 9 3 6 6 O 7 8
Jsir.

Konkluzjoni

Il-gurnali ta’ dak iz-Zmien ma jsemmu xejn dwar
din il-prattika bl-artillerija. Lanqas l-istess fajl minn
fejn hu mehud id-dokument m’hemm imnizzel
jekk saritx jew kif mar l-ezerc¢izzju. Pero li hu
cert, li r-Royal Navy regghet ghamlet rikjesta ohra
sentejn wara, jigifieri f1-1929 u li din giet michuda
immedjatament u nghatat ir-raguni ghaliex ma
kellhiex issir.

MARIO GAUCI
Fruit & Vegetable Seller

10, South Street,
Mellieha

Daily vendor selling
at St. Paul’s Bay and
Mellieha

Mob: 9945 5717
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Rationale

The rationale behind this article is to increase
appreciation towards the Maltese musical heritage
and to uncover some of its neglected music.
Firstly, this research aims to highlight the music of
Carmel Muscat, in particular his funeral marches.
A second aspect of this research is to analyse what
motivated Muscat to compose this style of music so
extensively.

Biography

Carmel Muscat (1928-2012), more commonly
known to the locals as ‘Il-Kaptin’, was born on
the 28" March 1928 in Mellieha to a typical local
family. From a young age, he was keen to learn
music and by the age of ten he had started playing
both the mandolin and the guitar. At the age of
fourteen, Muscat commenced studying the violin.
Muscat lived a remarkably simple life, earning his
living solely from music.

After the Second World War, he started giving
music lessons to students, mainly from Mellieha
and nearby villages. In the early fifties, il-Kaptin
formed his own orchestra which played at parties,
weddings, and dances for the British servicemen.
At the same time, he was the Musical Director of
“The Mgarr Dramatic Company’ which was one of
the leading dramatic companies on the island at the
time. Later, he spent over a decade playing violin
and guitar in one of the top local restaurants.

Carmel Muscat was a founder member of the
‘Ghaqda Korali u Orkestrali Maria Bambina’ of
Mellieha, which was established in 1947. Within
this society, he held the post of Orchestra Leader for
several years. Throughout the eighties, he held the
post of Musical Director within the same Society.
Muscat served also as the Leader of the ‘Malta
Cultural Institute’ led by Mro Carmelo Pace. He was
invited to join the ‘Toronto Symphony Orchestra’ as
a violinist, but he turned down the offer for personal
reasons.

The Fusion of Tradition
and Innovation in Carmel
Muscat’s Funeral Marches

Mro Anthony Borg

As well as playing instruments, Carmel Muscat
started composing music at a young age. He
composed different types of music such as marches,
overtures, dances, polkas, waltzes, folk music,
concertos, musica da camera, and sacred music.
His works were performed locally, mainly by the
local orchestral society and by the two Melliecha
wind bands, and overseas including Austria, UK,
Germany, Australia, and Canada. Muscat met
world famous violinist Yehudi Menuhin during the
latter’s visit to Malta. Menuhin went on to play a
composition by Muscat at a competition in the UK.

Author and environmentalist Paul P. Borg
published an interview with Muscat in his book,
Quest for Identity — the Mellieha Experience.
After interviewing Muscat, Borg described him as
follows:

‘Il-Kaptin has the rare ability of understanding
more than one asks, he absorbs more than one
tells him, he gulps attentively even the unspoken,
frequently hidden peripherals of the question.’

[I-Kaptin was a popular figure amongst the
Mellehin. Paul P. Borg in the same book also wrote
this:

‘I was to understand why so many people in the
village speak highly of him and consider his views
as some kind of reference’.

In January 2000, The Mellieha Local Council
awarded Carmel Muscat with ‘Gieh il-Mellieha’,
the community’s recognition for his contribution in
the field of music.

I first met Carmel Muscat in 1980 when I joined
the Ghaqda Korali u Orkestrali Maria Bambina as
a trumpet player. At that time, he was the Musical
Director. We immediately developed a mutual
respect towards each other and we frequently had
long conversations about music. Over the years,
Muscat gave me several copies of his original works
such as festive marches, preludes, waltzes, and the
funeral marches on which we are focusing in this
project. To mark our long friendship, Carmel Muscat
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Carmel Muscat (right) with guitarist Joe S. Grech (Source:
taken from the inside cover of CD, The Captain Album,
produced and recorded by Joe S. Grech, 2006)

presented me with his work, ‘Missa in D No. 5 Op.
111° written for two voices and harmonium.

Carmel Muscat’s Funeral Marches - A General
Overview

Between 1954 and 1993, Carmel Muscat
composed sixteen funeral marches. However, they
were not composed evenly over these years. The
first two funeral marches were composed in the
fifties (1954 and 1957) and the third one in the mid-
sixties (1965). Then, twenty three years later, in
1988, Muscat composed another six funeral marches
within the same year, followed by another one the
following year. Then, between December 1992 and
December 1993, the composer wrote another set
of six funeral marches. It is interesting to note that
most of Muscat’s funeral marches were composed
at the time when he was in his sixties.

For the purpose of this research, I am taking
into consideration only the funeral marches which
Muscat composed for wind band. In this respect I am
not including his first two funeral marches - March
Funebre No. I in A (1954) and March Funebre No.
2 in B minor (1957) because they were scored for
orchestra.

Most of Muscat’s funeral marches are written
in the traditional form of the military march
although there are some exceptions. They consist
of an introduction, first subject, second subject and
trio (ABC), for example, March Funebre No. 4
‘Niket’ (1988) and Funeral March No. 11 ‘Into the
Unknown’ (Dec. 1992). In five others the second
subject (B) is followed by the first subject (ABAC),
for example, March Funebre No. 3 ‘Mourning
Day’ (1965) and March Funebre No. 9 (1988). It is
interesting to note that his first eight marches, except
Funeral March No.5 (1988), all finish with a coda.
Of the remaining marches, all finish immediately
after the trio with the exception of Funeral March
No.13 ‘Censa’ (1993). Surprisingly this march ends
with a recapitulation of the second subject (ABCB).

Lt s
it

The first five-bars of the second subject of Funeral March
No. 13 ‘Censa’

As in many of his other works, the melodies
in Muscat’s marches are simple, lyrical, and ear
catching. Most of his melodies consist of four-bar
phrases. However, there are some exceptions. Two
typical examples are Funeral March No. 4 ‘Niket’
in which the melody consists of three four-bar
phrases, where the second phrase is being repeated.
In Funeral March No. 13 ‘Censa’ (1993), the second
subject theme is made up of two almost identical
five bar (3+2) phrases.

Many of these melodies are conjunct, generally
moving up and down by step, using accented and
unaccented passing note. The melody is nearly
always doubled, mainly in thirds and/or in sixths,
and the overall melodic range is an octave and a
half.

=
=

=22

> oF

o
=
Eeme

L 2 A [amn s B T B
8 H=oER e Slersle I TS It PN el

e - 1 * T L
L e s
| | v

Ruciy

1
The last two phrases of the first subject of March Funebre
No. 8
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A distinctive common feature in many of
Muscat’s funeral marches is the quaver arpeggio
accompaniment, or Alberti Bass, in the Euphonium
part. In many instances, the arpeggio pattern falls
into two-bar phrases with a quaver rest on the first
quaver of the first beat and on the first quaver of the
third beat in the first bar and only of the first quaver
of the second bar, the bass filling up the quaver rests,
which together sound as one continuous pattern.
Muscat writes counter-melodies in the same way he
writes melodies. They are simple, diatonic, largely
moving into intervals of 2nds and 3rds. The first
subject of March Funebre No. 8 is an example of
Muscat’s counter-melody.

As expected, all Muscat’s funeral marches are
in the minor key. Although the composer has an
orchestral background, these marches are written
in tonalities suitable for wind band. It transpires
that Muscat’s favourite key for this genre of
music is B flat minor. Half of them are written in

this key, followed by A flat minor and C minor Ty SR = S
respectively. Harmonically, Muscat keeps to the “T| S i :
standard harmonic progression using mainly the |/ Pl — .
tonic, sub-dominant and dominant (primary) chords = : K e ﬂ;' - |
and, less frequently, the supertonic and sub-mediant |, === 1'“" ——
(secondary) chords and only on rare occasions a B -1 |
different chord. M ====s=cc=c=cei-sto==c ===z
The scores of the funeral marches are written , —I-V:— , ”|f
out on a condensed six line transposed score. It |ttty e
) ) ) . L UL EE - T
is very economical, showing only Bb clarinets, =t 1L . __|
Bb trumpets, Eb horns, euphonium, tuba, and |®* i = : e =
percussion (consisting of Slde, drum, cymbals, Bars 6 to 10 of Funeral March No. 11‘Into the Unknown’
and bass drum parts). The clarinets and trumpets
represent mainly the melody and its doubling, tl}e M ks Madond ,
Eb horns represent harmony and rhythm, and in ¥ 5 7
most instances the euphonium plays the counter = ;
melody. The tuba represents the bass part and the F— |
percussion instruments underpin the rhythm. It is K
interesting to note that Muscat keeps writing for Eb e
Horns even after the Eb Horns were replaced by the [ S
F Horn in Maltese wind bands. £33
- - = K{mq’mmmm\ 3’_‘-- —_— |
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Going through the scores, one can see that,
generally, Muscat was better acquainted with
instruments which also formed part of the orchestra.
In some instances, scores show that he was less
familiar with, for example, the euphonium. There
are quite a few instances where the euphonium part
is written in a very low register and some notes can
be attained only if the instrument has the fourth
valve, for example the introduction of Funeral
March No. 11 ‘Into the Unknown’, especially bars 4
and 5 and also bars 8 and 9. A reason for this could
be that Muscat had an orchestral background and he
treated the euphonium in the wind band the same
as the cello in the orchestra. Another example is
the introduction of March Funebre No. 9, in which
the composer wants to add trombones parts in the
opening bars. Although ideal for bass trombone,
it does not produce the desired effect on tenor
trombones due to awkward slide positions in the
low registers.
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The introduction of Funeral March Funebre No. 9

Having such a basic score can lead to different
variations in texture if the same work is arranged
by different arrangers for concert band. I have no
knowledge whether any of these marches were ever
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arranged for wind band or whether any of them
were ever performed, except for Funeral March
No. 11 ‘Into the Unknown’ which I arranged for
concert band. This funeral march was performed by
the Imperial Band during the Holy Week Concert in
2019. The opening nine bars are shown below.
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The opening nine bars of Funeral March No. 11 ‘Into the
Unknown’

what motivated Muscat to compose such
genre of music?

Before arriving at my conclusion about what
motivated Muscat to compose this genre of music, |
think it is important to understand the environment
in which the composer lived in. At the time,
Mellieha’s population consisted of a few hundred
people mainly living off the sea and the land. After
the war until the late sixties, many young men
emigrated to other countries seeking a better living.
The only two cultural organisations in the village
at the time were the two band clubs. The Ghaqda
Korali u Orkestrali Maria Bambina participated
only in liturgical services in church.

Holy Week traditions were non-existent except
for liturgical services. It was in this scenario that
Muscat started composing this genre of music for
the first time. It is interesting to note that the first
two funeral marches he composed were scored for
typical local orchestra. The remaining fourteen
were scored for wind band, perhaps at one point he
realized that local wind bands were the only media
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available to perform his works. Interesting to note
that contrary to the local norm, nine marches have
no names at all, thus confirming that he was not
commissioned to compose such works. Five others
have general not specific names, for example,
March No.3 ‘Mourning Day’, March No. 5. ‘Amici
Miei’ and March No. 11 ‘Into the Unknown’. The
only two which have a specific name or attribute
are March No. 13 ‘Censa’, the Maltese name for
Vincenza, and March No. 14 ‘Ta’ Doru’, which is
a family nickname in the village. From research I
did, I could not trace any relationship between this
family and the composer.

From the above and through many discussions I
had with the composer, I believe that Carmel Muscat
composed this type of music for three reasons. The
first one, as an expression of his faith; the second
is to express his grief for the loss of someone close
to him; and the third reason is to satisfy his own
musical needs. In fact, he was very proud that he
was able to compose such a varied range of music.

Conclusion

For the last century and a half, funeral marches
were and still are a very popular genre of music in
the Maltese wind band repertoire. Many Maltese
composers composed this genre of music mainly for
the following reasons:

1. the strong Holy Week tradition in many parts
of the island, especially the Good Friday
processions;

2. others were commissioned to do so by friends
or Holy Week tradition enthusiasts;

3. toexpress grief for the loss of family members,
close friends or important personalities; and

4. as an expression of the composer’s religious
faith.

Many of these funeral marches have been
forgotten, others have never been performed. Many
others are still uncovered. Through this research we
have now a better understanding of Carmel Muscat
funeral marches. The lyrical melodies, bold passages,
traditional harmony and simple instrumentation
mirror Muscat’s personal feelings, religious beliefs
and the simple life he lived throughout his life.

His funeral marches reflect the Maltese traditional
style of this genre of music. There is large element
of tradition in Muscat’s marches, however there
are also some innovations in his works. The long
introduction in some of his marches sounds more
similar to a subject rather than an introduction.
The repetition of the whole second subject after
the trio in Funeral March No. 13 ‘Censa’is also an
innovation. In my forty years career as a trumpet
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player, I have played hundreds of funeral marches
with several local wind bands, but to date, I have
never came across of any funeral march with a
similar structure.

This research serves as a motivation to study in
detail other genres of Muscat compositions. I hope
that this research creates interest and stimulates
appreciation for Muscat compositions and those of !
other Maltese composers and also creates awareness ' -
of our hidden arr)ld forgotten Maltese musical || ]'3001{' b! ndmf" Ph_"tocopvmg & covering
heritage. -

il_

— |
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Xhin wiehed jaqra t-titlu, nahseb kulhadd jahseb
li ha naghmlu xi vjagg lejn Hollywood jew xi mkien
simili fejn jinhadmu I-films li jigu murija fi¢-Cinema
u fuq il-mezzi tax-xandir vasti li ghandna fiz-
zminijiet tal-lum. Mhu xejn minn dan. Dan ha jkun
vjagg qasir u nahseb li huwa I-bidu ta’ ricerka fuq
il-Mellieha u l-irwol taghha fid-dinja tac-¢inema.

[1-Mellieha u 1-faxxinu taghha hallew ukoll il-
marka taghhom fi¢-¢cinema madwar d-dinja. Kienu
diversi postijiet u inhawi fil-Mellieha li kienu punti
prominenti f’diversi films li kienu u ghadhom jigu
segwiti minn miljuni ta’ telespettaturi.

Dan il-fattur sahhah sew isem il-Mellieha u bis-
sahha ta’ film minnhom, li kwazi kien gie migbud
kollhu fl-inhawi, dan jigbed numru kbir ta’ turisti
lejn il-Mellieha fejn izuru dan is-sett uniku f’Malta
u wiehed mill-ftit madwar il-globu.

Qabel nidhlu ftit fix-xena tal-Mellieha fic¢-
¢inema, ha naghti harsa hafifa lejn fattur li hu
qarib tac-¢inema l-aktar meta d-djar ma kellhomx
sett tat-televizjoni, ahseb u ara, il-mezzi digitali li
wiehed isib fiz-zminijiet tal-lum. It-teatrin u wara
¢-¢inemas madwar Malta kienu wiehed mill-mezzi
ta’ divertiment I-aktar wara t-Tieni Gwerra Dinjija.
Dan il-fenomenu tat-teatrin kien b’sahhtu hafna
I-aktar fi rhula bhalma kienet il-Mellieha ’1 boghod
mill-ibliet fejn kien hemm it-teatri tac-Cinema u fil-
grib ukoll, bhall-Imgarr, li kien maghruf hafna ghat-
teatrini organizzati tajjeb ferm fl-Oratorju tal-istess
rahal fejn diversi Mellehin kienu jattendu kif ukoll
jiehdu sehem bhala kumpanija teatrali.

Qabel inbnew I-kazini tal-banda godda li nsibu
fil-Mellieha Ilum, dawn kellhom postijiet hafna
izghar u aktar limitati, imma kellhom il-bitha. Go
din il-bitha, il-kazini kienu jorganizzaw it-teatrin.
Dawn it-teatrini kienu jattiraw hafna nies u hafna
zwigijiet jafu 1-bidu taghhom f namur li beda propju
f’dawn it-teatrini. Teatru li wara sar ¢inema kien
dak maghruf bhala Liberta fi Triq it-Tramuntana'
i, Dan it-teatru kien jintuza bejn 1-1943 u 1-1957'.
Kienet ukoll tintuza s-sala tal-iskola primarja biex
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Il-Mellieha Fic-cinema

U aspetti relatati

David Bartolo
B.European Studies with History (Hons) (Melit.)

isir it-teatrin ukoll.

Rigward ukoll wiri tal-films fil-Mellieha waqt
I-parties tal-Milied ghat-tfal, kienu wkoll jintwerew
films fuq xi lizar, l-aktar xi wiehed minn ta’ Laurel
and Hardy, jew kif kienu maghrufa fostna bhala
1-Ohxon u l-Irqiq. Postijiet ohra li kienu jintuzaw
ghall-wiri tal-films kienu 1-Pjazza tas-Santwarju
fis-sajf, u fix-xitwa fil-barrakka li kien hemm fil-
Kunvent tas-Sorijiet", li dawn kienu jigu organizzati
mill-Kappillan®. F’din il-barrakka kienu wkoll isiru
recti u attivitajiet ohra*. Xi tip iehor ta’ wiri ta’
films kienet I-mobile unit li kienet tigi 1-Mellieha
propjament fil-Pjazza tal-Knisja wagqt it-Tieni
Gwerra Dinjija u juru lin-nies migbura t-tifrik tal-
gwerra u x-xoghol li kien isir bies jigu salvati n-nies
minn dan it-tifrik u l-herba li jgib mieghu.

Popeye

Zgur li I-film Popeye li nhadem fl-1980,
propjament fl-inhawi tal-Mellieha, jibga’ l-aktar
wiehed sinonimu mal-Mellieha. Dan il-film ingibed
kwazi kollu f” Anchor Bay, jew kif kienet maghrufa
bhala x-Xquq. Ghal dan l-ghan inbena rahal shih
tal-injam f’din il-bajja u huwa uniku kemm f’Malta
u kwazi kwazi anki fid-dinja.

Dan is-sett ghadda minn hafna kontroversji, kif
ukoll minn hafna sfidi ta’ diversi aspetti u, grazzi
ghal kif gew meghluba, il-Mellieha ghandha postha
fuq il-mappa tac¢-Cinema mondjali. Fis-sena 1979
kien gie Malta Robert Altman, direttur tal-films,
ifittex bajja biex fiha jibni rahal ghall-film Popeye.
Huwa skopra lil din il-bajja li kellha kompetizzjoni
ma’ bajja ohra fi Florida, 1-Istati Uniti tal-Amerika.
Bl-ghajnuna ta’ ftit nies Maltin midhla sew tal-
gasam ¢inemografiku sabu ghajnuna siewja u vasta
biex din il-produzzjoni ssir Malta.

I1-post kien joffri sfidi kbar minn kull lat, 1-aktar
dak geografiku. Meta hawn il-bahar ikun qawwi, il-
mewg jaghmel tieghu u ghalhekk kien hemm htiega
ta’ moll biex jilga’ ghall-mewg qawwi. Dan il-moll
inbena mill-producers tal-film u sewa s-somma ta’
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90,000 lira Maltin. Il-post ukoll ma kellu I-ebda
facilita: la dawl, la ilma u lanqas telefown. B hafna
hidma ma taqta’ xejn, dawn l-isfidi gew meghluba u
l-villagg beda jinbena*ii ix,

mal-film Popeye, spe¢jalment il-karrattru ewlieni
li jgib l-istess isem. Fost diversi attivitajiet, kuljum
isiru shows u jintwera dokumentarju kif sar l-post u
fuq il-film innifsu.

Is-sett ta’ Popeye kif kien waqt il-gbid tal-film (sors: https://www.
moviesmadeinmalta.com/LocationSites/57/popeye-village, accessat fil-
25 ta’ Lulju 2022)

Ir-rahal beda jinbena f’Settembru 1979 u tlesta
f’Jannar 1980, fejn fil-21 tal-istess xahar beda
jingibed il-film*. Biex inbena dan is-sett kienu gew
ingaggati 165 persuna biex jibnuh bl-injam li ngieb
appostsa mill-Olanda u 1-Kanada. Dan l-injam kien
gie maghqud kollhu bl-imsiemer. Hu mahsub li
ntuzaw bejn 7,000 u 8,000 kilogramma t’imsiemer.
Barra minn hekk, intuza madwar 2,000 gallun ta’
zebgha u nbnew 20 struttura tal-injam™i,

Il-post kien mahsub i jizzarma malli jkun lest
il-gbid tal-film. Imma bl-insistenza ta’ ftit li xejn
individwi, dan ma sehhx u grazzi ghalihom, dan
huwa l-unika sett ta’ film li ngibed Malta li thalla kif
kien. Ghal xi zmien dan il-post kien mitluq u sofra
wkoll mill-id tal-vandali u anki kien sofra xi hruq
f’xi partijiet minnu.

Ta’ min jghid li llum dan I-post huwa attrazzjoni
turistika popolari hafna kemm mat-turisti kif ukoll
mal-Maltin,spec¢jalmentit-tfal.[l-posthuwa mizmun
tajjeb hafna u joffri divertiment ghall-familja li jdur

b WL

L-attur Alec Guinness ma’ grupp ta’ studenti Mellehin fil-
Bajja tal-Mistra (sors: The Times 24th October 1952)

AT v g Ak,

The Malta Story

FI-1952 beda jingibed f’Malta 1-film
ikoniku ta’ Malta fil-gwerra “The Malta
Story”. Dan ingibed f’diversi inhawi
f’Malta fosthom fil-Bajja tal-Mistra.
L-attur princ¢ipali kien Alec Guinness li
hadem il-parti tal-fizzjal tar-Royal Air
Force Peter Ross.

Wagqt il-gbid tal-film fil-Bajja tal-
Mistra, grupp ta’ studenti mill-Iskola
Primarja tal-Mellieha flimkien mas-
Surmast A. Frendo ghamlu zjara
hemmhekk fit-23 t’Ottubru 1952. Huma damu xi
saghtejn fejn tkellmu ma’ diversi atturi fosthom
dawk prin¢ipali Alec Guinness, Anthony Steel,
Muriel Pavlow u Renee Asherson*i.

The Saint - Vendetta for the Saint
Dan il-film ingibed f’diversi nhawi f’Malta fl-
1967 u kien jinkludi ghadd ta’ xeni fil-Mellieha u

4

Roger Moore fil-parti ta’ Simon Templar wagqt I-gbid tal-

film “The Saint - Vendetta for the Saint” fil-Mellieha (sors:

https://www.imdb.com/title/tt3141810/mediaviewer/
rm1178028288/, accessat fl-24 ta’ Lulju 2022)

Ix-xena migbuda fl-Ghadira fil-film “The Saint - Vendetta

for the Saint” (sors: https://www.youtube.com/
watch?v=0Fp2trviVIl, acéessat fl-24 ta’ Lulju 2022)
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I-inhawi, bl-attur princ¢ipali jkun Roger Moore. Fil-
Mellieha kienet ngibdet xena fi Triq San Publiju, il-
Gimgha 8 ta’ Dicembru 1967. Il-gbid ta’ dan il-film
kien gabar hafna nies mill-Mellieha biex isegwuh
u kienu diversi li hadu ritratt ma’ dan l-attur u anki
talbu 1-firma tieghu*".

Xeni ohra ttiehdu fit-telgha ta’ Selmun, in-nizla
mill-Mellicha ghall-Ghadira, 1-Ghadira u t-triq
tal-Marfa. Dawn iz-zewg postijiet tal-ahhar kienu
I-inhawi fejn kien hemm girja u sparar bejn karozza
tal-linja antika u karozza kbira.

Pulp

Dan il-film nhadem f’Malta fl-1972 u xi partijiet
minnu ngibdu fil-Pjazza tal-Knisja, kif ukoll fil-
Ponta tal-Madonna fl-Ahrax. L-attur princ¢ipali kien
Michael Caine li hadem il-parti ta’ Mickey King.

Kif kienet il-pjazza meta ngibed I-film “Pulp” (sors: https://
www.moviesmadeinmalta.com/LocationSites/76/parish-
church-of-Mellieha, acéessat fl-24 ta’ Lulju 2022)

L-Attur Michael Caine fil-Mellieha (sors: https://www.
facebook.com/ArkeoSelmun/posts/michael-caine-
prepares-to-film-a-scene-in-Mellieha-for-the-1972-
moviephoto-https/1361800207251438/, accessat fl-24 ta’
Lulju2022)

Black Eagle
Dan I-film inhadem f’Malta fl-1988 u bic¢ca
minnu kienet xena migbuda fil-Bajja t’Ghajn
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L-attur Sho Kosugi f’xena mill- ﬁlm “Black Eagle” fil-Bajja

t'Ghajn Tuffieha (sors: https://www.moviesmadeinmalta.

com/LocationSites/40/golden-bay, accessat fl-24 ta’ Lulju
2022)

Tuffieha. L-atturi prin¢ipali kienu Sho Kosugi fil-
parti ta’ Ken Tani, agent tas-CIA Amerikana u Jean
Claude Van Damme fil-parti ta’ Andrei, agent tal-
KGB Russa.

Xena mill-film ”Troy” migbuda fil-Bajja t’Gha]n
Tuffieha (sors: https://www.moviesmadeinmalta.com/
LocationSites/40/golden-bay, accessat fl-24 ta’Lulju 2022)

Troy

Hafna partijiet ta’ dan il-film ingibdu f’Malta
f1-2003 u xeni minnhom kienu mahdumin fil-Bajja
t’Ghajn Tuffieha. L-attur principali kien Brad Pitt
fil-parti ta’ Achilles.

Mudell ta’ dinosawru f'Misrah iz-Zjara tal-Papa, il-pjazza
ta’ hdejn is-Santwarju fil-Mellieha.

Jurassic World Dominion

Xi partijiet minn dan il-film nhadmu f’Malta,
fost l-ohrajn fil-Mellieha. II-gbid beda f1-2020 u
I-film hareg ghall-wiri f-2022. F’ Awwissu 2022,
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mudelli tad-dinosawri li kienu parti integrali ta’ dan
il-film tpoggew ghall-wiri fil-Belt Valletta, il-Birgu
u I-Mellieha.

Xena mis-Sensiela “Treasure in Malta” migbuda fil-
Bajja tal-Ghadira (sors: https://www.youtube.com/
watch?v=1kiZmrl1K1c, aécessat fil-25 ta’ Lulju 2022)

Treasure in Malta

Din is-serje ta’ sitt episodji li nhadmet f’Malta
f1-1963 kellha xeni migbuda fil-Mellieha, b’mod
partokolari 1-Bajja tal-Ghadira u 1-Marfa.

“Trenchcoat” b’xena hdejn it-Torri I-Ahmar (sors: https://
www.moviesmadeinmalta.com/LocationSites/84/marfa-
ridge-red-tower, accessat fil-25 ta’ Lulju 2022)

Trenchcoat
Dan il-film li ngibed f’Malta f1-1983 kellu xena
hdejn it-Torri I-Ahmar.

Xena mill-film “Iron Warrior” migbuda fil-villagg ta’
Popeye fl-1987 (sors: https://www.moviesmadeinmalta.
com/LocationSites/57/popeye-village, accessat fil-25 ta’

Lulju2022)

Iron Warrior

Film iehor li nhadem Malta b’xeni migbuda fil-
villagg ta’ Popeye kien “Iron Warrior” li ngibed fl-
1987.

The Devil’s Double
Dan il-film inhadem fI-2011 u kellu xeni fit-triq
bejn il-Mellieha u I-Manikata, u f’Ghajn Tuffieha.

Xena mill-film “The Devil’s Double” fit-triq bejn il-Mellieha
u I-Manikata (sors: https://www.moviesmadeinmalta.
com/images/scenes/large/752.jpg, accessat fil-25 ta’ Lulju
2022)

Pirate Pete

Serje Belgjana bl-isem “Pirate Pete” hadmet
episodju f’Malta f’Ottubru 2012 u gibdu xi xeni fil-
Villagg ta’ Popeye*'.

ll-Mellieha Fuq it-Televizjoni

Aparti li, kif rajna, il-Mellieha dehret f’diversi
films , l-istazzjonijiet kemm dawk nazzjonali,
kif ukoll dawk privati, ta’ spiss juru postijiet fil-
Mellieha u fl-inhawi taghha f’diversi programmi
l-aktar dawk kulturali. Fattur iehor li jigi mxandar
ta’ spiss huwa x-xandir tal-festa b’mod dirett fuq
stazzjonijiet diversi fejn dawn jigu segwiti sew
minn diversi telespettaturi kemm f’Malta kif ukoll
minn emigranti l-aktar dawk Mellehin f’diversi
pajjizi madwar id-dinja.

Xena mill-gbid ta’ dramm ghat-televizjoni fis-snin sebghin
tas-seklu ghoxrin fil-Bajja tal-Mellieha (sors: https://www.
mavm.com.mt/video-collections/behind-the-scenes/,
accessat fl-24 ta’ Lulju 2022)

Fl-ahhar u mhux l-inqas, zewg avvenimenti li
poggew ukoll lill-Mellieha fuq ix-xena televiziva
kienu bla dubju zewg Zjarat ta’ zewg Papiet u
I-konnessjoni mal-Mellieha. L-ewwel wahda sehhet
meta 1-Papa Gwanni Pawlu II ghamel zjara fil-
Mellieha fis-26 ta’ Mejju 1990 fejn indirizza lill-
familjari tal-missjunarji Maltin madwar id-dinja u
wara zar is-Santwarju tal-Madonna tal-Mellieha.
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Dawn ix-xeni tal-Mellicha dahlu f’miljuni ta’
djar madwar id-dinja permess tat-televizjoni. Ma’
dawn kien hemm ukoll il-wagqfa tal-istess Papa fil-
vi¢inanzi tal-Gzejjer ta’ San Pawl li huma parti mit-
territorju tal-Mellieha.

1z-zjara ricenti li saret f’ April ta’ din is-sena tal-
Papa Frangisku. Dan il-Papa fil-programm tieghu
ma kellux vizta specifika fil-Mellieha imma ghadda
minnha fi triqgtu minn Ghawdex lejn in-Nunzjatura,
is-Sibt 2 t” April 2022. Fit-triq prin¢ipali tal-Mellieha
I-Papa sab ghadd ta’ nies jistennewh u dawn ix-xeni
kienu wkoll trasmessi b’mod dirett fuq it-televizjoni
u li zgur gew segwiti minn hafna nies madwar il-
globu.

In¢ident tragiku waqt gbid ta’ Film F'Selmun

F1-1974 kien qed jingibed film bl-isem “See
Malta and Die” u 1-Erbgha 9 t’Ottubru tal-istess
sena, kienet ged tigi migbuda xena fil-Palazz ta’
Selmun. Waqt dan ix-xoghol, zaghzugh Malti li
kien jahdem ta’ extra waqa’ mill-gallarija tal-palazz
u miet fuq il-post. Stuntman fil-film ipprova jsalva
lil dan iz-zaghzugh imma ma rnexxilux ghax ¢ediet
wahda mill-balavostri tal-gallarija.

Ta’ min jghid li dan iz-zaghzugh kien qed
jahdem dakinhar minflok xi hadd iehor u kulma
kien ilu jaghmel dan ix-xoghol kien biss jumejn.
Wagqt il-waqgha, li kienet ingibdet minn cameraman
li kien jahdem fuq il-film, dan l-extra kellhu azzarin
f’idu fil-parti li kien ged jiehu sehem fiha. Dan
kien l-ewwel inc¢ident tragiku waqt gbid ta’ films
f’Maltaxvi xvii.

Din il-kitba ghandha sservi biex issir aktar
ricerka fuq l-istorja tal-Mellieha fi¢-¢inema u anki
fuq aspetti relatati bhalma kien il-wiri tal-films
f’diversi postijiet madwar il-Mellieha. Nispera
li din il-kitba ricerkata sservi ta’ katalist ghal tali
ricerka aktar profonda li tista’ taghti aktar dawl u
tqajjem iktar interess fuq dan I-aspett li rari nkiteb
xi haga dwaru b’relazzjoni mal-Mellieha.
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Kull min ghandu ghal qalbu l-wirt kulturali
Malti, mirfud f’sisien ta’ gens u maghgun f’dak li
sawwar artna mar-radda taz-zmien, zgur jintebah
li 1-festa Maltija tista’ titqies bhala wahda mill-
elementi kulturali princ¢ipali ta’ dawn il-gzejjer.
Sa mill-ibghad Zzmenijiet, gensna gharaf il-htiega
li jinghaqad f’komunita spiritwali, li ji¢celebra
t-twemmin tieghu u johloq riti awtentici li jinfatmu
minn dawk ta’ artijiet biswitna. Madankollu, il-
festa Maltija kif mirquma Ilum, taf il-bidu taghha
ghas-seklu dsatax meta diversi tradizzjonijiet
differenti gew maghquda flimkien biex inholoq dan
lI-avveniment annwali f hajjet il-poplu ta’ kull belt u
rahal f’"Malta u Ghawdex.

Ghal aktar minn 400 sena ilu, il-festa kienet
c¢elebrazzjoni religjuza fil-knejjes, bit-tqassim t’ikel
u xorb lill-foqgra minn xi benefatturi. Fis-seklu
tmintax bdew jintramaw xi toroq bil-bnadar, bdew
flimkien biex idogqu u joholqu atmosfera ta’
¢elebrazzjoni. Il-muzika sagra staghniet, filwaqt
Ii minn tmiem is-seklu sbatax bdiet tigi introdotta
l-uzanza li mal-purcissjoni tinhareg vara merfugha
madwar it-toroq. Dan kollu eventwalment wassal
biex f’nofs is-seklu dsatax bdew jitwaqqfu l-ewwel
kazini tal-banda, pilastri ewlenin biex maz-Zmien
kibru ¢-celebrazzjonijiet esterni. L-istorja nafuha
u ghadha tinkiteb: il-festi staghnew mhux biss fl-
aspett intern b’armar u muzika aktar elaborati,
izda b’mod specjali fl-aspett estern, mhux biss
bis-sehem tal-baned lokali, izda wkoll b’armar
rikk u harqiet tan-nar ta’ livell gholi. Madankollu,
I-identifikazzjoni principali ta’ dak li eventwalment
sawwar il-festa Maltija hija l-hidma volontarja:
komunita li tinghaqad flimkien, u ghalkemm minn
mixjiet differenti, tahdem biex twettaq ghan komuni.

B’rizultat  tal-konvenzjoni  tal-2003  tal-
UNESCO, il-pajjizi membri qablu li tinholoq lista
dinjija ta’ wirt kulturali intangibbli flimkien ma’
registru ta’ prattici tajba ta’ konservazzjoni. Kull
sena jigu evalwati nominazzjonijiet diversi ghall-

Il-Festa Maltija:

L-applikazzjoni ghall-iskrizzjoni

fi hdan il-lista ta’ Wirt Kulturali Intangibbli

tal-UNESCO

Kav. Duncan Brincat
I¢-Chairperson Kummissjoni “Il-Festa bhala Wirt Intangibbli”
fi hdan I-Ghaqda Nazzjonali Kazini tal-Banda

iskrizzjoni minn pajjizi membri, b’uhud minn
dawn l-applikazzjonijiet ikunu kongunti bejn
pajjizi differenti. Il-proposta li Malta tinnomina
I-festa Maltija ghal din il-lista kienet ilha xi snin
li ssemmiet, u saru xi tentattivi biex jibda dan il-
process. Sfortunatament dan baqa’ qatt ma sehh, u
konxji tal-bzonn li 1-festa Maltija tigi konservata
u moghtija d-dinjita 1i jixragilha, 1-Ghaqda
Nazzjonali Kazini tal-Banda talbet sabiex tiehu hi
r-riedni f’idejha biex dan il-process jitwettaq. Fis-
sena 2018 twaqqfet kummissjoni interna bl-ghan li
tistabbilixxi l-elementi principali li jsawru I-festa
Maltija, dokumentazzjoni dwar l-isfond storiku
taghha u lista ta’ ghaqdiet volontarji stabbiliti f kull
belt u rahal ta’ Malta u Ghawdex li jahdmu biex isir
dan l-avveniment annwali fil-lokalita taghhom. II-
kummissjoni sahget fuq il-prin¢ipju li I-festa Maltija
hija wahda shiha u thaddan fiha l-parti interna u dik
esterna. F’Novembru 2019 gie sottomess l-ewwel
dokument bhala “Espressjoni ta’ Interess” biex il-
festa Maltija tigi inkluza fl-Inventarju Nazzjonali
tal-Wirt Kulturali Intangibbli ta’ Malta. Dan id-
dokument inkluda lista tal-aktar elementi importanti
li jsawru l-festa Maltija, izda ma dahalx fid-dettall
dwar uzanzi jew tradizzjonijiet ta’ rhula partikolari
sabiex b’hekk setghet issir prezentazzjoni ta’ festa
Maltija shiha generali.

L-“Espressjoni ta’ Interess” serviet bhala
I-pedament ghall-applikazzjoni li kellha ssir ghat-
talba formali lill-UNESCO. F’dan ir-rigward,
l-applikazzjoni formali kellha tkun izjed mistharrga
u studjata, u ghalhekk wara diversi lagghat mad-
Direttorat tal-Kultura, bdiet hidma ta’ konsulenza
professjonali u anki kitba minn studjuz fil-qasam
tal-antropologija. L-iskop ahhari kien li I-festa
Maltija tigi pprezentata bhala espressjoni ta’ poplu,
bl-ghan li tigi stabbilita identita kulturali gawwija
u mirfuda fil-gewwieni tal-gens Malti. Sadanittant,
matul is-sena 2020 bdew jingabru ittri minghand
diversi individwi u dilettanti dwar xi tfisser il-
festa ghalihom, filwaqt 1i fl-istess perjodu bdiet

’
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hidma dwar filmat 1i kien se jigi pprezentat mal-
applikazzjoni stess.

Il-mixja biex tigi finalizzata din l-applikazzjoni
kienet xi ftit ghat-telgha, anki ghax huma bosta
dawk li jaghtu sehemhom biex il-festi f’Malta
jkunu meqjusa bhala l-ikbar qasam kulturali.
Minbarra I-ghajnuna tal-Ministeru tal-Kultura,
saret hidma intensiva u koordinata mal-Arc¢idjocesi
ta’ Malta, fejn permezz tal-Konferenza Episkopali
Maltija rnexxielna nwasslu I-htiega li nippreservaw
il-festa Maltija shiha, ghaliex jekk jitnawru
l-aspetti tradizzjonali taghha, spec¢jalment dawk
interni u esterni, dan l-avveniment ma jkunx jista
jissejjah izjed bl-istess isem: ikun kollox minbarra
festa Maltija! Eventwalment, fit-12 ta’ Marzu
2021 saret laqgha ta’ diskussjoni u approvazzjoni
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ghall-komunita 1li ghalget dan il-process kollu,
sabiex ftit granet wara, ezattament fit-30 ta’
Marzu, in-nominazzjoni bl-isem ‘Il-Festa Maltija:
Celebrazzjoni Komunitarja Annwali’ giet mibghuta
lill-UNESCO 1i kkonfermaw il-wasla taghha.

Ghalkemm l-imxija tal-COVID-19 kellha
l-impatti taghha anki fuq il-hidma tal-UNESCO,
in-nominazzjoni tal-festa Maltija bhalissa tinsab fl-
istadju ta’ evalwazzjoni u nistennew b’herqa li sas-
sena d-diehla dan il-process jintemm. Finalment,
I-ghan ahhari ghandu dejjem ikun li din it-
tradizzjoni unika tal-gzejjer Maltin nikkonservawha,
nipproteguha u nghadduha lill-generazzjonijiet ta’
warajna bhala l-iktar espressjoni kulturali awtentika
ta’ Malta u Ghawdex.

(TaI Blu)- gt 25
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Cakkura

Paul P. Borg

Nota tal-awtur lill-qarrej: Din il-kitba qieghed nipprezentaha miktuba b’Malti li mhux dak standard. Ghandu
mnejn ikun hemm min ghall-bidu ma jsegwix b’mod hafif hafif il-kitba. Fil-fatt hu difficli hafna biex wiehed
jikteb bid-djalett ghax l-ewwel nett mhux kull djalett hu l-istess, it-tieni ghax biex tohrog bil-kitba l-kisriet
partikolari u specifi¢ci kemm ta’ xi konsonanti u l-aktar tad-dittongi (il-hsejjes bejn il-vokali standard) wiehed
irid juza simboli apposta 1i huma uzati wkoll f’ilsna ohra. Dan naturalment jaghmel il-kitba aktar difficli biex
tinkiteb, u aktar u aktar tqila biex tinqara. Madankollu qtajtha illi tidher miktuba b’mod illi jersaq lejn djalett
propju halli jkun sinjal ta’ qima lid-djalett Malti. Jahasra nghixu fi Zmien meta sahansitra Isienna gieghed isib
nuqqas kbir ta’ rispett minna 1-Maltin stess li na¢¢ettaw li nuzaw ilsna barranin u mhux l-ilsien Malti. Hasra.
Hasra kbira. U ghad jisghobbina. Uliedna xejn ma jkunu kburin bina jekk inhallu Isienna jitkasbar. Mhux biss
ilsienna gieghdin inwarrbu minn halq uliedna, imma wkoll id-djalett. Il-Mellieha hu wiehed mill-irhula Maltin
fejn hemm gabra kbira ta’ barranin. Merhba bihom! Imma ejja nuruhom il-gmiel ta’ dak li jidentifikana bhala
Maltin: ilsien, drawwiet, valuri, grajja, kultura, karattru, ambjent, leggendi, hrejjef... Fil-fehma tieghi, dawn
l-isforzi tal-Ghaqda Muzikali Imperial bl-attivitajiet ma jaqtghu xejn taghha, kif ukoll bl-annwal taghha u
I-kitbiet u t-taghrif li jkun fih, huma kollha hidma hierga minn qalb kbira biex jissahhah dan il-hsieb ta’ identita

nazzjonali.

lIni nittenna minn dulghudu!

Jisimni Lieli, jghiduli 7a¢-Cinga, ghandi giext
ihbula raba’ taht ir-rih tad-Dwejra, naghmil qatgha
patuta kull stagun. Hemm Salvu, dok ghandu I-baqar
u demel ibieghli kemm irrid, ma nofx kemm-il vjegg
igiebli fis-sajf, imme l-patuta thexxen sawwa bid-
demel 1i jkillu tal-bhejjim tieghew. Mite nzewweg ftit
demel mal-ilme mill-vixxli tal-art, ta’ barra jghiduliw
ilme gieri, mite nixhet dol-ilme ma’ ftit hmieg niexef
tal-bagar lew tal-barrin u mar-redus tal-meghez,
killex mat-trob, il-patuta tmur tajjeb bil-busta. Jekk
ma tinstehitx b’xa hoga! Ghandi gatgha minnhim
tubga’ niezle sat-triq, qtajtha fursi naghmilhe dwieli
mite jiftilli, isse nura, imme hekk nahsib li naghmil.
Illiwm kilhadd bid-dwieli, niftiechim ma’ dawn tal-
imbid, u fej’ jeqbil inqebbil! Imme ged ihajruni biex
nirranga maghhim ghax qged juffru hafna kuntratti lil
min ghandu raba’ ghammiel.

Lew naghmil killix zebbiwg. Iz-Zejt sor igib tofux!
Haw’ wihid Krimuna jghiduliw, ghandu 1-mugni taz-
zejt fuq San Pawl il-Bahar, u naghsar ghandu mita
jilhqu kiekiw. U hemm iehur taht I-Imdine tajjeb ukell,
anzi dok eqreb ghax iz-zebbiwg trid taghsru mal-hasda
kiekiw. Issa nora imme, jekk jegbil ingebbil. Kiekiw
ghandi xi nofs tuzzona zebbiwg, kent hawwilthim mal-
hajt il-hajt Ghajn Rihuna, u ghandi xi tnejn haw’, mal-
gabda, u s-sana gantar sawwa imma ma lhaqtx bixxejt

u mtlieli dibbiena haqq ghad-dibbiena, kent sa niehdiw
ghand dok taht is-Saqqajja imma dok it-tektik iswed
maz-zebbiwga xejn m’ghegibni u rmejt killex. Kiekiw
ghandi mqor erba’ qzieqiz kent naghlithimlhim.

Jen ninxtehet fir-raba’, minn sbieh Alla u nibge’
sad-dlom. Nistahba ftit lix-xamx f’lifsinhor...
Missieri killiw 1-bghewla, u darba killiw giex baqriet
ukill, bil-baghal kinne mmurru I-ghalqa u nimlew il-
grotal ghall-pitkoli. Isse mank tissugra timxi ent mat-
treq ghax ittajrik karuzza! M’intix tora kemm gniefid
ifattru mal-art! Lew kemm qtotes! Kiekiw jniku
girdien ahjor tof xej’, imme l-karuzza ma tarox xi jkun
u ganfud minn girdien ma taghrfiwx u tibge” ghaddejja
xurta wahda.

Jen lix-xiha xtrajtilhe deqgsxejn ta’ karuzza, bicca
ta’ wahda tof xej’, u taruwha gejja ¢ceqlem b’tirmus
kefe’ u platt xa hoga. Jen I-ikel tal-imghorfa niekil...
inhibbu wisq! Illiwm il-bidwi tghallim sawwa, u
wliedu jmurru l-iskula... in-nejka 1i jahasra hafna
minnhim imbaghad jithejmu, phiw ghalihim ¢wiec
I’huma! Jaraw killex dibbien ikreh! Jen anki tiliforn
tal-but xtrajt, u iehur lill-mara u sikwit in¢enclu lil
xilxin. It-tfol igabbduhuli sawwa qisu kill filghaxija u
s’isse gatt ma naqgasni... U jen ghandi l-ilme u jekk
nirranga ghad-dwieli, jagbil lilhim u jeqgbel lili wkill
ikiwn!

Xehtu hursthim fuq dor-raba’ jkilli nghid. Gej
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minn demm missieri u minn Zmien Kristiw dor-
raba’, ma nofx kejf horsu lejh, ahjor ma kellimthim
xej’, isse naraw xi jridiw imme... malajr jibdieli jen,
naruhim gejjin bin-nejk, nibghathim lil hinn... haw’
hawn il-gid tad-dinje killhe haw’! Mal-hiton tas-
sejjeh inhawwil xi giex radet tewm u basal u nbejjet
il-ful... u nnaqqi l-hiton sawwa mill-bebbiwx, niekil
burma b’tewma friska mita nigbur maghlef, kemm
inhibbiw. U barra l-patota jkilli 1-pizelli u I-basal u
farka lil hemm in-nannu kien rawwem sugar tal-frutt
irqieq, laqqas ghodek issib minniw Molta killhe, killu
nstehet, m’ghodekx issib ghajn baqra minn taghna
tarmi d-demm, iliwm igibu dok il-kbir u sabih ta’ barra
u ma jghid xej’. Imbilli taghna rqiq karmus! Imbilli
taghhim kbir u killu gmel! Imme taghhim killu vilinu
u midi¢ini teghma qorsa, u tad-Dwejra killu zukkor u
bnin mir-raba’ killu gir... ihillik grizmejk hu u niezel!

Isse naraw x’gej; qoluli nkellimhim u rrangajt ...
u kellhim jigiw jaraw ir-raba’ dawk tal-imbid, halli
nikkurdaw xa hoga. Isse nura imme. Qed nittennihim
u ghudhim ma gewx. Ahjur ma jigiwx. Ma jkunx
imnalla! Ukill jekk qalbi kienit ghodha maghfusa
ma nofx nirrangox u nintrabat lew nibge’ bil-hbula
hielse bhal dejjem! Dor-raba’ iliw ghandna minn
zmen Kristiw u ghajni killtant tibda tagbiz u jtini li
ma nhallihimx jersqu ’l hawn jarawli r-raba’! Biex
jishtiwh ma jridiwx wesq jekk ma nikkurdawx!
Dawn in-nes ta’ barra ghandhim mill-bhejjim slovag
xi drobi, ghandhim habta jnikuk b’ghajnejhim, mank
ihalluk tredd salib lew imqor tidghilhim wahda ghax
ikunu ga nikuk!

Imme ddubbajt in-numru u ¢enciltilhim, u ftichmne
u ghandhim jigu jaraw ir-raba’. Isse naraw madonkillu.

U jen gieghed nittennihim gejjin, ilni haw’ ga minn
filghudu nhores lejn ir-raba’ qalbi ttaqgtat jekk kieniwx
sa jilaghbuni bi kliemhim! U ghandi xi jghidli li killex
itir mar-rih sejjer ghax ghodhim ma dehrux u dik li
nhores bess u nittenna ma nistox ghaliha, irrah isalvaw
riwhhim! S’isse kent merqti w ftieti kmand jen skjov
jen, imme kent nof fej” jen. Imme isse min jof x’se
jsehh jekk nixxierik mal-barroni bir-raba’ ghad-dwieli!
Ir-raba’ tieghi, iliw ghandna minn Zmen Kristiw. Isse
nura, ghax dawn jahxiwk ma tkunx tof x’garulek, issa
nura, ikilli nghid ahjor nibghat lil kilhadd ghand ix-
xjoten! Imbaghad ihawdu t-tfol ’kk iridu!...

Imme zumm ftit, ora naqra, isse gejje l-mara,
kemm kemm titharrik issiwq dik, u kemm iddawret
ukill illiwm! Is-sultu tasal gabil. Imme gejja miskina
aruwha! Ma tirrikkox mal-karuzzi l-uhra fit-triq, jen
ikilli msorni f’saqajja naruwhim gejjin lejja, imma hi
muhhha hemm, thores lil hemm u lil hawn gisha seqer,
u ma tirrukkox. Imma kiltant I-blot baxx ma tarohx
sawwa mite tigi haw’ u sikwit tfaqqa’ I-bziezeq tar-
ruti, ghax fir-ruti issa ghamlet il-bziezeq, mhiex hi
madonkilliw, hoduwha t-tfol il-karuzza, iwa, tirrukka
mal-blot baxx u tghattan il-qiegh. Dikinhor "aqq ghall-
qahba mliet killimken Zejt ghax taqqbet il-butt ...
goluli hemm xi butt, ma nofx x’ikun sawwa dol-butt
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jen,imma jkiwn fih iz-Zejt u I-karuzza fethet imsorniha
killiw hmieg iswed, jahraq killu dahhon ken! U diem
idellik ma nofx kemm... hemm ghudha d-dabra li
ghamel iz-zejt, hemm ghudha ruqgha sewda li sehtet
l-art ghax ma tikber laqqas gargira lew hirrieqa lew
hafura fuqu...

U ghax isse sor il-hin ukill! Nirrahhim... kemm
diemu ma gew l-uhrajn!

“Ora x’kill wahda wkill!” tghidli l-mara malli
waslet fe’ x-xatba. “Ora x’garoli!”

Tidher wi¢cha mbehren, bixrietha mhawda, mhux
bhas-soltu.

“Iwa xil-Madunne nqale’?” nistaqsi.

“U-u! Irrukkajt!” twiegeb wiccha ahmar nar.

“Il-qahbe qahbe! Irrukkajt! Do’ kif irrukkajt nghid
jen? Iwa ma grolek xej” hiwx?”

“Dok kien hemm mara u rogel isuqu, hi kinit
ged issiwq madonkilliw... u Madunne ma rrukkotx
mieghi! Kellha fetha bhal dik u xurta rrukkotni! Ahjar
Alla jtini s-sabar ukill!”

“Iwa fej’ do’ killiw?”

“Hinn! Fej’ tal-Gargir! Daqs dok wisgha. .. f’surmi
baqghet diehle!”

“Iwa ma xarrabtilhiex tnajn ge rusha?”

“Iwa mela n-nes bhejjim lew! Inxarrbilhe tnajn ge
rosha kif! Do’ kif tirraguna! Min jisimek!” tkompli
I-mara.

“La rrukkotik!” haqqaqt. “Iwa kif bqajtu mele? Ma
bghatthiex tiehdu wahde fit-tirme allura?

“Kif bqajne! Gejt ’l1 haw’ jen! Ghedtilhim hemm
ir-rogel irrid nuhudlu jiekil. Hi kienit gejja min-naha
lI-uhra. Kienit min dal-karuzzi-arjiploni, kahle tliqq
dags iz-zejt fit-togin! Jen fi trigti kent. Imme mbaghad
hargit mill-karozza tgerger ghax ma kellhiex fejn
tersaq qolet! U jen ghedtilha, ‘Iwa l-barka t’ Alla! Mela
m’hemmx fej” issiwq!” Qolet ma tersagx lil hemm
ghax ma kienx hemm qatron! U ma ssuqx il-karuzza
fl-imharbat! Ghedtilhe 1-barka t’Alla allura biex ma
tirfisx l-imharbat kissirtli wara! ”

Jen nic¢cassa lejn it-taghtina fil-genb fuq wara tal-
karozza. Il-mara tkompli.

“Iwa, ma kellekx fejn tersaq ghax hemm ftit triq
imharrbta? Allura tibqa’ tirrukka fija? Messek waqaft
halli nghaddi jen ghax trigti din fuq killix!” U tof
x’qolet imbaghad? Tof x’qoltli? Qoltli, ‘X naghmel?
‘X’naghmel? Immur fuq l-imharbat jen b’karozza bhal
dik? Mela x’naghmel! Karozza tiswa eluf kbar!” U jen
ghedtliha, ‘Imma jahasra sabiha tieghi,” ghedtilha,
‘inti dhalt fi triqti, gejt qiddiemi sawwa mill-facc¢ota!
Jen fej’ tridni mmiwr? M’intix tora li minn din in-
naqra ma jghaddux tnejn? U jen mhix wieqfe kent?
Jen waqaftlik kikiew, jen kent wieqfe, imme inti ma
kellekx mnejn tghaddi mbaghad! U bqajt diehla xurta
wahde!”

Jen ni¢casa lej’ dil-mara li ghandi. Ma nista’ nithim
qatt kif Alla ma tahiex ftit milh f’rosha! Ma nistox
nifhim kif don Alla ma tuhiex imqor niskata, ghabra
mgor mimsuha ta’ milh!

www.imperialbandclub.com 97



2022

Ghaqda Muzikali Imperial il-Mellieha

“Imme 1-Madunna ma nebbhitikx... Iwa, ja
Mulej tas-smewwet li tista’ killex, kif ma tnebbahiex
x’ghandha taghmil lil marti? Iwa Alla m’illuminokx
tagbadha minn xagharha u tixhetha ge dok ix-xewk!
Kemm il-Madunne ent bahnona! Phiw ghalik!”

“Huwa mela n-nes hekk lew!”

U ma qolet xej’ aktar. Il-mara tubqa’ kwieta. Xa
hoga akbar ken gara.

“Imbaghad kif bqajtu imme?”

“Xejn!” twiegeb. “Tlaqt imbaghad. Dik il-mara
bdiet tilsen bl-IngliZz u ma nofx x’qolet sawwa.
Imbaghad bdiet tibki malli rot dok I-arjiplon bil-
fanol imkissir u qiddiem inixxi l-ilme! U lill-iehor
goltlu jéencel lill-pulizija ghax ma tridx titkellem ma’
¢akkura bholi!”

Jen nugmos.

“U tleqt lil hemm u hellejtha b’xej’!”

Xejn. Bla hniena maghna dan Alla taghna. Kbir
kemm hu kbir, qatt ma jimxi sew maghna, qatt ma
jagbez ghalina. Qatt ma jnebbahna fil-waqt xi rridu
naghmlu sawwa. Kif ma baghtilhiex dawl qawwi bhal
dok id-dawl ghammiexi li geleb lil San Pawl minn fuq
iz-ziemel!

“Hallejtha tghidlek cakkura? U kissritlek wara
killu? Iwa dok Alla m’illuminokx? Ma nebbhekx
x’ghandek taghmil! Iwa ma kellekx nitfa sans dok il-
hin u hallejtha thalliha tghidlek cakkura! U tghattanlek
il-karuzza fuq wara wkill!”

“Jen imblajt nismaghha tghajjarni! Imbaghad tleqt
ghax kellhim jigiw dawk tad-dwieli u ma nofx jekk
s’isse kiniwx gew u lew telgiwx... u tleqthim hinn...
lilhem! Hemm hallejthim!”

F’daqqa wahda s-skiet jinqata’ bil-hoss ta’ karuzza
gejja, tielgha mal-fethe lej’ x-xatba. Tidher karuzza
kahla tleqq. Karuzza arjiplon tabilhaqq. U kellha
d-dahhun hiereg minn qiddiem. Il-karuzza tieqaf.

Harist lej’ il-mara. Il-mara harset lejja.

Fil-hin mill-karuzza tohrog is-sinjorina, thores
lejne killhe staghgib. Tara lill-mara tieghi fej’ il-
karuzza. Ir-rogel li ken hemm maghha juhrog ukill, u
jhores madworu.

“You’re waiting for us...” tistagsi, lehenha miksiwr
u kliemha mlaqlaq. “We are from Vintage Wines. . .tal-
Vintage Wines ahna...”

Gibiet maghha riha ma nofx ta’ xiex, gisha gizimin,
lew ilme zghor, lew sapun tal-lehje bhalma jkillhim it-
tfol. Imbaghad thores lej’ il-mara mill-gdid. Rosha ’1
fuq dil-mara tal-Imbid, bhallikiekiw ged tora xi kelba.
Lew xi qattusa. Bhallilkieku ged tora xi zarguna niexfa
fuq hajt u mhux lill-mara.

Dil-qahba sbejha ghajret lix-xiha tieghi ¢akkura!

Dil-qahba kissret il-karuzza tal-mara.

“Hi,” tghidli, ‘Pleased to meet you... Ghandi
pjacir...”

U wic¢cha u t-togba t’ghajnha I-istess! Tibda riesqa
lejja. Idha mahruga °1 barra. Ma thorisx lej’ il-mara li
ilni nghix maghha kwozi hamsin sena u nof li ¢akkura
mhix!

Imbaghad ma nofx x’gara. Ghandi buttuna fl-
istunku tieghi jen, mite tfaqqoghli ma nofx xil-qahbe
jigrili! Il-buttuna ZzZommli ¢-¢inga s-soltu, imma la
tegbez tkun gebzet! Xil-mnighil tridni naghmil! II-mara
tghidli. ‘Iwa Liel, xix-xjoten itik!” U ma titniffissx.
Imbaghad tutlag minn qiddiemi u ma naruhiex sa ma
jghaddili ghal killex. Mita teqbizli tkun gebzitli! Mite
tfagqa’ tkiwn faqqghet! Hekk maghmiwl!

“Ghax ma tmurrux tiehdiw fit-tirme!” nghidilha
bil-kwiet killu lil dik tal-arjiplon. “Ura tersqiw ’l haw’
ghax nisparolkim!”

U nibda nghajjarha u nwaddbilha t-tub niexif
u titlaq tigri ghall-arjiplon mahsuda, arbulota fuq
zarbun m’ughla muntanja, qishe ghezziele zuppa
fuq il-blot tax-xaghra killhe xewk u saqajha rqoq
gishem giext imroleg imkissrin! U l-iehur ibul tahtu
bil-qatgha u jidhol fil-karuzza bla ma jlissin imqor
hess wihid. Laqqas gie salvuwha ja bahnon baqta! U
hi taqa’, u tqum killha trob, u l-iehur iqabbad, u jen
ma nilhaghimx u x-xiha tieghi tghajjat u Zzommni u
nagbad il-gebel u ngarolhim!

Lill-gebel nisimghew icencel u jdoqq fuq l-arjiplon
u fuq il-hgeg u fuq il-fanoli!

Nuriha min hi ¢akkura! Ma tmurx tiehdiw fit-tirme!

“Jekk narokhim ’l haw’ roskim nifthilkhim biz-
zappuna!” nghidilhim. Nibga’ nigri wrajhim, dahna
bajda, jirrukka mal-hajt tal-faccota u jinqala’ u ma
jigafx u jkissir fanol iehor tan-naha I-uhra u nwaddab
aktar gebel fuq il-hgiega ta’ wara u kissirthe - imma ma
tkissretx, jen ma nofx xi hgeg hu don, minfluk inkisret
soret ghangbuta wahda killhe brimb! Imma soqu bilgri
’I hemm u harbuli u ma nilhaghimx sawwa sawwa!

“U jekk narokhim °1 haw’ nisparolkhim! Nghidlek
min hu ¢akkura!”

Isse nrawwhim giex flanni dwieli jen, u m’ghandi
bzunn lil hadd mieghi! Imurru jitnejku tal-imbid! U
sold naqilghew jen! Nikiel il-lahma jen ukill, u hedd
ma jtini mmexmex l-ghadma bess!

Dor-raba’ iliw ghandna minn zmien Kristiw u lekk
jitfghew ghajnhim fuqu I-ghunja, nwerrichim jen,
gargihim naqloghlhim bhalma l-mara ssewwi vupa
lew lampuka. Dor-raba’ ta’ gid, tal-bidwi jubge’.

“Kristiw toh lilna 1-bdiewe dor-raba’,” ghedtilha
lill-mara xhin newlitli belgha kafe. “U taghna
l-bdiewe jubga’ sakemm tispludi d-dinje killhe u jibda’
I-gudizzju inivirsoli! Hadd ma juhudulna! Ilni b’rosi
mghaddsa f’dat-trob minn Zmen Kristiw, jen!”

Il-mara hodet nifs twil.

“U t-tfol taghna ma jersqux "l haw’,” qolet minn taht
l-ilsen. “Jiktbu jofu... imma z-zappuna timlhielhim
idejhim infofet...”

Bqajt inhores lejha.

“Ubqga’ ghaddas rosek fit-trob mele!” qolet wara
ftit.
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Malta’s recent overwhelming election to serve
on the United Nations Security Council (UNSC) in
2023 and 2024 once again certifies the important
role that Malta plays in contemporary international
relations.

Malta’s return to the UNSC after having served
in 1983 and 1984 is an immense endorsement by
the international community of Malta’s consistent
and constructive foreign policy engagement since
independence. Having now achieved this new
UNSC mandate, it is also essential to pay tribute
to Malta’s diplomatic corps who relentlessly
and tirelessly implement Malta’s foreign policy
strategic objectives on a global basis. Credit must
also be given to Malta’s dynamic Foreign Ministry
which has always believed in Malta’s capacity to
influence international relations, especially those in
the Mediterranean.

Malta’s UNSC three guiding principles of
security, sustainability and solidarity provide a
platform upon which a more concerted effort can
take place to address the multitude of security
challenges we are currently experiencing. Malta’s
focus on the plight of children in conflicts, the
importance of empowering women in international
relations, and the urgent necessity to safeguard
our planet including our oceans, highlights the
constructive and pragmatic framework being put
forward to manage contemporary challenges in a
more effective manner.

In fact, Malta’s participation in numerous
international organizations has continued to
highlight Malta’s region state credentials, namely
that of an actor that consistently voices Euro-
Mediterranean concerns on the international
stage. Malta has systematically navigated through
the turbulent post-Cold War COVID-19 moment
by adhering to the principle of solidarity so that
we ensure that our Euro-Mediterranean region’s
interests are safeguarded.

Malta has continuously been implementing a
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foreign policy that seeks to raise awareness and
advocate action against humanitarian suffering.
The continuous cycle of violence across our
Mediterranean in places such as Syria, Libya and
Yemen, and also now in Europe in Ukraine, has
resulted in a very high number of casualties and
millions of displaced persons. Malta’s forthcoming
historic UNSC moment will provide another
opportunity when Malta can advocate the urgent
necessity to ensure that multilateral diplomacy is
further strengthened in an effort to safeguard the
rights of citizens globally.

At a time of such disruption in international
relations which is resulting in a significant shift in
the diffusion of power throughout the international
system, it is essential that multilateralism continues
to be a pivotal instrument of diplomacy if the rule
based international order is to be sustained. Thus,
everything possible must be done to avoid the
emergence of a new Cold War with Russia, and
other countries such as China aligning against the
USA and Europe and other allies.

The UNSC mandate demonstrates the credibility
of Malta’s foreign policy - a consistent and
persistent team player that advocates a foreign
policy of inclusion and promotes the notion of
Mediterranean solidarity. UN Security Council
membership will allow Malta to amplify its voice in
international relations and highlight our diplomatic
credentials as a beacon of stability and prosperity in
the Mediterranean.

This is an historic moment for Malta to once
again articulate and promote an agenda for peace and
stability in the Mediterranean. As the only universal
international organisation, the United Nations
Security Council mandate provides an opportunity
to encourage a more active concerted effort to
address the long list of security challenges, mobilize
the required political will to advance conflict
resolution, and boost international investment to
upgrade infrastructure and spur job creation.
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As a member of the UN, the EU and the OSCE,
and through its participation in numerous other
international institutions, Malta has regularly ™
contributed in a constructive manner to the r \{
)

constantly evolving international security debate.
Diplomacy is the art of the possible. Now is the
time to call for a more prolific diplomacy in global \\
relations. .
Malta’s election to the United Nation’s Security
Council once again demonstrates Malta’s successful
implementation of a foreign policy strategic agenda BEAUTY CLIN‘C
that seeks to promote a more politically cooperative
and economically prosperous international system
of states across the Euro-Mediterranean area and

beyond. This, in fact, has become the hallmark of
Malta’s foreign policy in the past six decades. Te| . 2 1 52 40 02
]
o S S s e s
L . "

This two-year prestigious term will enable Malta
to highlight its foreign policy strategic objectives in
a concerted and dynamic manner and will serve as
an inspiration to the younger generation who strive
for a better tomorrow.
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“Ghax hu xehet ghajnejh fuq ic-cokon tal-qaddejja
tieghu.

Ara, minn issa mbierka jghiduli I-generazzjonijiet
kollha.” (Lql, 48)

Jiena ¢ert li kulhadd jagbel li -Madonna hija I-mara
li, sa mill-holgien tad-dinja, kienet fil-hsieb t’ Alla biex
tkun 1-Omm t'Ibnu Ges, il-Messija, 1i kellu jitwieled
minnha biex jifdi lill-bniedem. Ghaldagstant, Alla
haseb biex din ix-Xebba ta’ Nazaret, titwieled bla ebda
tebgha ta’ dnub; immakulata. Kienet vergni gabel it-
twelid, fit-twelid u wara t-twelid ta’ Binha Gesu.
Ghalhekk Marija hija I-mara l-aktar privileggjata fost
in-nisa kollha; imbierka mill-generazzjonijiet kollha.

Imma forsi xi hadd jghidli: “La kellha tkun Omm
Alla, mhux ghalhekk giet imZejna b’dan l-unur kollu!”
Izda 1-Madonna hija kbira, ghaliex kienet ¢kejkna,
umli kif stqarret hija stess quddiem 1-Anglu Gabriel:
“Hawn hi [-qaddejja tal-Mulej; ha jkun minni skont
kellmtek.” (Lgl, 38). Il-virth tal-umilta, hija I-virtu li
toghgob hafna lil Alla. Alla ma jharisx lejn il-kobor
tal-bniedem jekk mhux mil-lenti tal-umilta. L-angli li
haduha kontra Alla, ghaliex dehrilhom li huma daqs
Alla, gew imkeccija ’l barra mit-tgawdija ta’ dejjem.
L-Arkanglu San Mikiel jistaqsi: “Min hu dags Alla?”
Il-kelma ‘qaddejja’ kienet tfisser is-sottomissjoni ghar-
rieda t’Alla; qaddejja, lesta li tidhol ghal dak kollu li
jitlob minnha s-Sid. Fiz-zminijiet difficli li ghaddejjin
minnhom, il-fidi hadet daqqa ta’ harta - il-bniedem
ghamel lilu nnifsu alla.

Il-festa 1i nfakkru fit-Twelid tal-Vergni Mbierka
kull sena fir-rahal taghna kif ukoll f’irhula ohra
f’Malta u f’Ghawdex, hija festa kbira li jixragilha
tkun onorata bis-smigh tal-quddies u bi tqarbina tajba.
Ghal Malta taghna, ghandha tkun il-gurnata fejn nuru
r-ringrazzjament lejn Marija, l-ewwel nett ghaliex
fethitilna mill-gdid il-Bieb tal-Genna li kien gie
maghluq bid-dizubbidjenza tal-ewwel genituri, Adam
u Eva, kif ukoll ghal kemm drabi waqfet maghna fi
Zminijiet ta’ mard, gwerer, guh u nuqqas t’ilma.

Filwaqt li nixtieq il-festa t-tajba u qaddisa lil
kulhadd, naghlaq b’poezija fl-okkazjoni tal-festa tal-
Vitorja.
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Il-Kobor ta’ Marija

Ganni Camilleri

Lil Marija Bambina

Gejt nifrahlek, O Bambina,
[ Jum Twelidek, mal-holgien.
Int illum ferraht lid-dinja

u l-holgien hlist mit-telfien.

Kont imhabbra mill-profeti,
gejt imnissla minghajr dnub.
Inti wahdek u hadd aktar,
inti llum serraht il-qlub.

1l-Maltin kollha jsellmulek
ghax ir-rebh lil dawn int tajt.
Meta l-ghadu hakem fughom;
u Inti talbhom dejjem smajt.

F’dan il-jum kbir ta’ twelidek,
Vergni u Omm taghna l-bnedmin,
isma’ talbna, O Bambina;

ilga’ talbna I-midinbin.

Int ftahtilna I-Bieb tal-Genna

li ghalina kien maghlug,

meta Ibnek, Gesi Sidna,

miet ghalija, u ghal kull mahluq.

Inti biss it-tama taghna
f’din id-dinja ta’ taqlib.
Dawk li tilfu I-fidi f’Alla,
fis int lura erga’ gib.

U minn fost iz-zghazagh taghna
sejjah hafna biex jagduh

lil Gesui fis-sacerdozju,

biex servizz qaddis jaghtuh.

U harisna mill-kurrenti

li jkaxkruna lejn id-dnub;
l-ilbies zieni fi trigatna;

dan minn Alla mhux moghgub!

Dan l-iskop tal-ferh fil-festa

li f’dax-xahar niccelebraw.
Niehdu sehem f’li jsir fil-knisja,
u hafna tfal ukoll naraw.
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Raba’u gamiem

Mal-ewwel daqqa t’ghajn, id-Dahar' jidher
pjanura gherja ta’ blat miknusa mir-rih li mhi tajba
ghalxejn. Madankollu, il-bidwi ghaqli Melliehi
gharaf ilaqqat il-hamrija mill-hofor tax-xghari u
jifforma ghelieqi zghar u mniedaq fejn fihom kien
ikabbar xi ftit ful, basal jew tewm. Jekk il-hamrija
anqas ghal dawn il-prodotti ma kienet tajba, kienu
jkabbru xi naqra gulbiena ghall-bhejjem. Izda lejn it-
Tramuntana tad-Dahar hemm widien fertili mimlija
sigar tal-frott li whud minnhom huma msoqgqija
mill-ilma gieri.

Il-bdiewa ta’ dan il-post, minbarra I-elementi tan-
natura, kienu jhabbtu wi¢¢chom mas-suldati Inglizi.
Dawn, waqt it-tahrig, kienu jibqghu dehlin fir-raba’,
jghaffgu, ikissru u jisirqu I-prodotti li I-bidwi kien
ikabbar b’tant tbatija. F’Gunju tal-1902, Giuseppe
Debono ta’ Gamri ta’ Serafin irrapporta li billejl,
suldati mill-Cameron Highlanders ghamlulu hsara
fix-xitel tat-tadam, minbarra li serqulu kemm
felhu minn dan il-prodott.> F’Jannar tal-1905,
suldati tal-Kings’ Royal Rifles kissru l-pal tal-
bajtar ta’ Giuseppe Pisani, mlaggam Ta’ Pisani.?
Xi gimaghtejn wara, Giomaria Vella ta’ Wenzu tal-
Hatar talab hames xelini kumpens talli xi suldati
mit-Tieni Battaljun tad-Dublin Fusiliers ghaffgulu
I-pizelli u waqqghulu I-hitan tas-sejjieh.*

Fis-7 t’April 1908, xi suldati ke¢¢ew lil Anna
Debono, ta’ Stefano ta’ Serafin, u lil Anna Sammut,
mart Giovanni tal-Burqax, mir-raba’ taghhom
fil-Qammieh peress li riedu jisparaw fir-Range li
kien hemm id-Dahar.’ L-ghada, Grazio Grima, Ta’
Ventur, u Carmela Vella, mart Paolo tas-Suttani,
irrappurtaw li xi truppi tal-Inskilling Fusiliers
baqghu ghaddejjin minn go nofs il-qamh li kellhom
mizrugh f’Ghajn Tuta.®

Fi Frar tal-1918, Giomaria Vella, Tal-Panaj
ghamel rapport l-ghassa ghax il-bahrin li kienu
stazzjonati fit-Torri I-Ahmar mhux talli fethulu
passagg fir-raba’ u ghamlulu hsara fix-xewk u
I-hatab li kien jintuza ghall-ifran imma I-bandiera

Stejjer mid-Dahar

Jeffrey Sammut

li kellhom tperper fuq it-Torri ma kinitx ged thallih
jagbad ghasafar bix-xbiek.’

Id-Dahar kien aktar maghruf ghall-imnasab tal-
gamiem milli ghall-biedja. Bir-rih isfel, il-gamiem
kien jigi minn fuq Ghajn Zejtuna u Tat-Tomna, jasal
fuq il-fliegu ta’ bejn Malta u Kemmuna, idur wiccu
ghar-rih u jitla’ jifrah bix-xghari. Kienu jsibuh bhala
gamiem tal-intorn peress li kien idur lura lejn I-art.

Xi sinjuri Maltin kienu jaghmlu minn kollox
biex jikru jew jakkwistaw xi bic¢a xaghra jew raba’
d-Dahar fejn kienu jistghu jfasslu xi mansab. Insibu
li fl-4 ta> Mejju 1912, in-Nutar Mosti Giuseppe
Chetcuti mar ghamel rapport I-ghassa li xi hadd
waqqaghlu hajt tas-sejjieh 1i kellu mal-mansab u
li Luigi Cardona minn Hal Qormi beda jnaffarlu
I-gamiem hekk kif dan beda jaghmel ghat-tahrik.

Jumejn wara, dan Cardona spi¢¢ahazin. L-ewwel
mar ghamel rapport li Carmelo Farrugia minn
Birkirkara kien se jkissirlu l-mansab, imbaghad
spicca qala’ tir minghand Melliehi. II-Melliehi halef
li kien laqtu bi zball imma l-qorti ma emmnitux
u wehel erba’ snin u nofs habs. Mid-dehra Luigi
Cardona kien intlagat sew ghax spicc¢a l-Isptar
Centrali. Wara xi ghaxart ijiem fis-sodda ftakar li
bil-genn li nqala’ kien halla ¢urniena bl-iskratac u
l-licenzja tal-kac¢a warajh id-Dahar. Cempel lill-
pulizija mill-isptar u dawn sabu li ¢-curniena kienet
spiccat ghand guvni ta’ sbatax-il sena mill-Mellieha.
Dan wehel zewg xelini u nofs multa talli ma kienx
ghamel rapport meta sabha.?

Ghall-gojjini billejl

Charlie Fenech, iben Anglu, Tal-Latmajt, jiftakar
kif meta kien tfal kien imur jghin lil missieru fir-
raba’ li kellhom id-Dahar. L-ghelieqi kienu facc¢ata
tar-rih fuq, tant li kellhom tina qatt ma setghet tiehu
r-ruh u baqghet qisha saghtra. Kienu jizirghu ftit
gulbiena, jew xi prodotti ohra tas-sikkant,’ jahsduha,
ihalluha tinxef u mbaghad itellghuha qatta qatta bil-
mixi 1-Mellieha. Anzi kultant kienet tigihom tajba
u kienu jiddobbaw xi rikba fil-kaxxa ta’ xi trakk
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Chatrlie Fenech bl-uniformi ta’ Meter Reader.

mghobbi sa ruh ommu bir-ramel.

Missier Charlie qatt ma kien dilettant tal-kacca
jew insib. Kien armat bil-hanut il-pjazza fejn kien
ibiegh xi spirti, karawett, bajd, laring u mitt haga
ohra. Allura lanqas li ried, ftit li xejn kien jibqaghlu
hin jigri wara tal-ghana u l-gamiem. Imma Charlie,
minn meta kien dagsxejn ta’ tfajjel, kellu gibda
lejn 1-ghasafar. Meta kien isib xi bejta tal-bilbla
fix-xaghra, kien jarma xibka catta zzomm fuq xi
qasab ’l fuq mill-bejta. Imbaghad xhin il-bilbla tigi
lura biex toqghod fuq il-bajd, kien jigbed spaga
marbuta ma’ wiehed miz-zkuk u x-xibka taqa’ fuq
I-ghasfur.”® Interessanti li dan il-metodu, fl-antik,
kien jintuza anke biex jinqabdu I-ghasafar tal-
ghana. F’Novembru tal-1906, Giuseppe Vella ta’
15-il sena, iben Girgor, Tal-Mallun, ghamel rapport
li Salvatore Bartolo seraqlu ghasfur taz-zebbug
waqt li kien ged jonsob b’dan il-mod."

Charlie kien ghamel hbieb ma’ ¢ertu wiehed Ninu
Sammut u beda jmur jonsob mieghu ghall-ghasafar
tal-bejt fil-Wied ta’ Ruman. Kienu jarmaw mansab
ta’ sebat igjiem, bl-ghajjat fil-gabjetti u sahansitra
bit-tahrik u gieli qabdu 60 jew 70 wiehed. Ta’ min
isemmi li gabel, l-ghasafar tal-bejt kienu jinglew
jew isiru torot.

Darba Ninu sagsa lil Charlie jekk iridx imur
mieghu ghall-gojjini tal-post billejl. Dan ma qalx
le ghal avventura bhal dik. Minghajr ma qal xejn
lil hadd, dabbar rasu ma’ Ninu. Xhin dalam nizlu
I-Wied ta’ Rdum, waslu fejn il-harruba 1i kienet
gieghda sservi ta’ lukanda ghall-gojjini u minghajr
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I-ebda hoss, dawruha bix-xibka. Imbaghad bdew
icek¢ku bil-qasab fil-frieghi tas-sigra u 1-gojjini, li
filli kienu fl-isbah naghsa u filli hasbu li kien wasal
I-ahhar tad-dinja, taw is-salt biex jaharbu minn dak
il-genn. F’dak id-dlam, uhud minnhom baqghu
dehlin fix-xibka li Ninu u Charlie kienu ghamlu
mal-harruba u spi¢¢aw prigunieri! Hekk kif ghall-
hdax ta’ billejl Charlie wasal lura d-dar frisk bhal
hassa, sab lil ommu u lil missieru jibku kemm
jifilhu, sejrin jaghmlu rapport l-ghassa li binhom
kien gheb! Imbaghad ftakar li nesa jghidilhom fejn
kien sejjer!!?

‘I¢-¢aghkija saret sewda bil-gamiem’

Meta Ninu Sammut emigra lejn 1-Awstralja,
Charlie rama ghal rasu. Ghamel mansab id-Dahar
fir-raba’ li kellhom fejn il-Wied ta’ Ghajn Tuta jew
kif jafuh hafna, il-Wied tas-Sur Guz. Gieli ghamel
xi qalba sabiha. Darba minnhom harrek ghal teftifa
gamiem u xhin dan gie biex jghaddi minn gewwa,
tah is-salt u zamm sittax-il wahda.

Darb’ohra kien Grigal bnazzi u ra hmistax-il
gamiema gejjin fil-kewkba, bilkemm jidhru kemm
kienu fl-gholi. Fettillu jurihom il-gamiema tat-
tahrik ta’ gewwa u b’ghageb kbir ghal Charlie,
il-gamiem ghalaq gwinhajh u ghodos qisu xi dive
bombers Germanizi. Imma peress li 1-mansab ma
kienx tajjeb bil-Grigal, il-gamiem baqa’ jdur max-
xbiek u ma dahalx. Xhin deherlu, Charlie qaleb u
hataf sitta minnu.

Ghodwa minnhom sebah Grigal bl-irxiex.
Kulhadd kien rasu mimlija li l-gamiem kien
se jaghmilha imma dakinhar, il-gamiem hadha
leave. Allura Charlie gabar kollox u telaq lejn il-
Mellieha. Hekk kif hareg mill-karozza Itaga’ ma’
Guzi tal-Pitrolju i gallu “Int x’int taghmel hawn,
tiela’ dagshekk gamiem!?” Mid-dehra, hekk kif il-
gamiem induna li Charlie zarma, ghamel wahda
minn tieghu. Allura dan qabad kollox u harab biex
jarma fix-xaghra tal-Lek Cenc¢."” Sadanittant kien
bnazza u harget xemx taqli I-grieden. Fis-siegha u
I-hin, Charlie ra teftifa ta’ xi erbghin gamiema tiela’
baxx baxx mill-Wied tar-Rabti. Gibed il-gamiema
ta’ taht ix-xibka, il-gamiem immarka, inghalaq u
hekk kif ra I-gamiema ta’ gewwa tperper qaghad
kollu gewwa hdejha. I¢-¢aghkija saret sewda bil-
gamiem. Charlie kien pront hataf il-habel u gibed
b’kemm kellu sahha. Imma x-xbiek ma ried jinqaleb
b’xejn. Minflok, il-lasti bdew jixxejru 'l hemm
u ’l hawn qishom arbli ta’ bastiment fil-maltemp
u l-gamiem sab ix-xoqqa f’moxtha u dabbar rasu
minn fejn gie. Kulma gabad kienu tnejn. Li gara
kien li dak iz-zmien, il-kelementi jew hbula li kienu
jzommu x-xibka marbuta mal-lasti kienu jkunu
tal-qanneb. Dawn, hekk kif harget ix-xemx, nixfu
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u rthew, u x-xbiek gie qisu bandla! Charlie ssikka
I-kelementi u rega’ ntefa’ bilgieghda jishet xortih.
Imma wara ftit qabad tmienja f’qalba, u sa xhin
gie biex izarma kien laqqat tnejn u ghoxrin wahda.
Imma t-38 gamiema li helsuha minn gox-xbiek qatt
ma regghu gew lura biex jaraw shabhom x’kien sar
minnhom!"*

Il-gamiem li baqa’ rieqed!

John Vella, is-Sigarett qatta’ hafna minn tfulitu
d-Dahar maz-zijiet tieghu Toni Vella, Tas-Suttani u
Gamri Vella, iz-Zajna. Dawn kellhom hafna sigar
tal-bajtar kif ukoll kamra fil-Wied ta’ Ghajn Tuta.
Kienu jahdmu r-raba’ bil-baghal u b’mohriet ta’
sikka wahda. Jekk il-mohriet kien jingibed minn
zewg bhejjem, seta’ jkun b’zewg sikek. Barra
r-raba’ kellhom ukoll il-barriera li hemm fuq ir-rih
tal-wied, li jista’ jkun li minnha nqata’ I-gebel biex
inbena t-Torri 1-Ahmar. Kemm Gamri kif ukoll Toni
kienu dilettanti tal-gamiem. Kienu jarmaw bil-lasti
tal-injam u bil-hbula tal-qanneb. Ix-xibka kienu
jizbghuha biz-zappin, spe¢i ta’ blokok zghar tal-
kulur li jitfarrku u jintefghu fil-mishun. Imbaghad,
ix-xibka tigi mgharrqa fl-ilma jaghli u ssir kulur il-
hamrija.

Toni Vella, Tas-Suttani b’'gerwa tal-kacéc

IlI-gamiem kienu jlibbsuh kappun tal-gilda biex
ma jara xejn u ma joqghodx jitnaffar fuq il-goga.
Allura biex jiekol kien ikollhom izoqquh. Jixtru
I-qamh, jahsluh sewwa u jnehhu xi zrar jew xghir
li seta’ jkun fih. Imbaghad ipoggu ftit f*halghom,
jifthu halq il-gamiema u b’ilsienhom jimbuttaw il-
gamh fhalgha.

Is-Suttani u z-Zajna kienu jzoqqu l-gamiem
filghaxija, imbaghad kienu jpoggu l-borma fuq in-
nar, jitfghu ftit patata, basal, ful, pizelli u prodotti
ohra minn taghhom stess filwaqt li John u kuginuh
kienu jinzlu sal-wied u jagbdu xi ftit kac¢a li kienet
tispi¢¢a mal-haxix fil-borma.

Darba minnhom John wasal fil-kamra u ma sab
lil hadd. Kiel u xorob xarba nbid tajba u qaghad
jistenna lil xi hadd miz-zijiet jasal biex izoqq il-
gamiem. Imma dakinhar ma fegg hadd, allura kellu

jzoqq il-gamiem kollu hu, avolja jintefa’ fis-sodda
kellu aptit dak il-hin.

Filghodu gam, xeghel il-lampa tal-pitrolju u mar
ha jisqil-gamiem halli jarma. Imma l-gamiem ballun
fuq il-passiggiera kien u ballun baqa’! Il-qamh
imhallat mat-toghma tal-inbid kien ghamel tieghu u
I-gamiem kien f’sakra ma jarax art. Dakinhar spicc¢a
il-hin kollu jitbandal u joghnos fuq il-goga. Wara
s-Sigarett sema’ li kien hemm zewg nassaba xjuh li
darba minnhom kienu ghamlu bhalu, bid-differenza
li 1-qambh li nzaqq il-gamiem taghhom kien imhallat
mal-wiski u mhux mal-inbid!"

Sittin gamiema sas-sitta u nofs

Gurnata minnhom sebah Xlokk qawwi u kif
beda jbexbex John ga kien jistenna bi hgaru fuq
ix-xbiek. F’daqqa wahda, f’dak id-dlam fegget
gegwigija gamiem tiela’ zaggha mal-art mill-wied.
Harrek il-gamiema ta’ taht ix-xibka, imbaghad ta’
gewwa u l-gamiem kines ix-xbiek. Tah is-salt u
gabad 36 wahda. Helishom malajr u sas-sitta u nofs
gabad xi 25 ohra. Imbaghad ir-rih tqawwa u ghafas
lejn in-Nofsinhar u qata’ kollox. Tant kemm zied ir-
rih 1i beda jaqleb il-gabjuni. Allura n-nassaba bdew
hergin biex izarmaw u kulhadd beda jtajjar il-bqaraq
minn go saqajh. Peress li dakinhar ma kienx xoghol,
is-Sigarett beda jdur ghalihom u sa filghaxija kien
gabad xi 50 wiehed.

Hu u sejjer lura lejn il-kamra sab lis-Sur Guz
jistennih. Dan kellu zija anzjana li kienet tmut ghal
ftit brodu tal-bqaraq u allura talbu tuzzana biex
jehodhomlha. Xi jumejn wara, John sab tuzzana
gamiem hajjin go xkora wara l-bieb tal-kamra, bi
tpattija ghall-karita li kien ghamel.

Fl-antik kien hawn min kien kapaci jagbad il-
buqgrajq b hafura. Tara buqrajq liebet fuq xi hajt,
zokk, jew fuq xi blata, taqta’ hafura u taghmlilha
ngassa fit-tarf, tersaq inkiss inkiss u tlibbes l-ingassa
f’ghonq il-buqrajq. Mhux fac¢li imma peress li
bqaraq kien ikun hawn aktar mill-gebel, ma kinitx
problema jekk tnaffar xi ftit! Dan il-metodu kien
jintuza wkoll ghall-gremxul imma dan kien ehfef
biex tagbdu ghax ma jtirx! Kienu jaghmlulu ftit
bzieq mal-ingassa, il-gremxula ttawwal ghongha
biex tixrob u l-holqa tispicc¢a f’ghongha.

Ta’ min isemmi wkoll li gamiem tat-tahrik kien
ikun hemm izjed minn wahda. Il-gamiem ikun
¢o ruffjana, spe¢i ta’ munzell gebel mibni pulit
b’benniena go fih fejn il-gamiema tkun mohbija.
Hekk kif tara l-gamiem gej, turih il-gamiema ta’
barra u dan jinghaqad u jdur lejn ix-xbiek. Hekk
kif tarah beda joqrob, titlaq il-goga tal-gamiema
u l-gamiema tinheba gol-benniena tar-ruffjana.
Imbaghad tkun pront turih il-gamiema ta’ taht ix-
xibka biex il-gamiem jara lilha u jibqa’ gej. Hekk
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kif tarah wasal fejn ix-xbiek, tnizzel il-gamiema ta’
taht ix-xibka u tharrek il-gamiema ta’ gewwa li tkun
fuq ic¢-¢aghkija, biex il-gamiem jidhol fix-xbiek u
tagleb fuqu. I¢-¢caghkija tkun maghmula minn gebel
griz ¢att tax-xaghri, ippustjat pulit biex l-gamiem
joqghod fuqu. Mhux fa¢li biex twassal il-gamiem
ghal gox-xibka bit-tahrik. Bizzejjed li tibqa’ turih
xi gamiema ta’ barra x-xbiek ftit sekondi zejda biex
joqghod hdejha. Jew turih it-tahrik tard u jagbad triq
ohra.

Darba, iz-Zajna ra teftifa gamiem gejja, harrkilha
u l-gamiem dar ghat-tahrik. Imma fegg gozz gamiem
iehor li nghaqad mat-teftifa u kulhadd ghadda minn
gewwa. Toni galeb imma tant kemm kien hemm
gamiem li raddlu x-xbiek lura. Xorta heles 17-il
wahda li mmaljaw gox-xibka wahedhom.!®

Seba’ gamimiet fuq ir-ruffjana

Is-Sigarett jiftakar kif it-tfal Mellehin kienu
dejjem mohhhom kif jagbdu I-ghasafar. Xi drabi, is-
subien kien johorgu ghall-gwerra fit-toroq, armati
sa snienhom bil-qasab biex hekk kif jibda ghaddej
il-huttaf izigg fil-baxx, jibdew ixejjrulu bl-addoc¢¢
bit-tama li jolqtu xi haga. Kien hemm xi hadd genju
fit-tattika militari li gietu l-idea li jekk mat-tarf tal-
qasba zzid fidiferruwa ta’ xi metru, kont twaqqa’
huttaf dags ix-xita. Din malajr intghogbot u peress
li min hareg bl-idea qatt ma ta kas ta’ patents jew
copyrights, f’hakka t’ghajn, din tal-wajer tferrxet
mal-erbat irjieh tal-Mellieha. Problema wahda
kien hemm: waqt daqt it-tixjir ta’ qasab u tvenvin
ta’ fidiferru, aktar kienu jintlaqtu tfal milli huttaf
u kienu hafna li marru d-dar b’farrett go wi¢chom
biex jiddewwew, jew jaqilghu ghajta u xebgha
karkura minghand ommhom, skont il-burdata li
tkun fiha dakinhar!

Peress li John kien dilettant tas-senter, dejjem
kien igorru mieghu, anke meta jkun jonsob. Darba
minnhom feggew seba’ gamimiet li hekk kif urihom
it-tahrik gqaghdu fuq ir-ruffjana tal-gamiema. Dak
il-hin, ix-xitan baghat karozza li kienet se tghaddi
minn trejqa fil-vi¢in u John induna li din kienet se
tnaffarlu kollox. Allura gabad is-senter, immira,
gibed zewg tiri mghagglin u zamm hamsa. It-tnejn
I-ohra taru b’kemm kellhom sahha imma qatilhom
ukoll b’zewg tiri."”

Ghall-gallini kelba shuna trid!

Mela dan John kellu kelba musta¢éuna ghall-
ka¢ca imma din kellha difett ikrah! Kontra kelbiet
ohra, meta tkun bin-namra u jersaq xi kelb lejha,
ferhan se jtir iferfer denbu, kienet tahbat ghalih u
tkun trid tqattghu! Allura tistghu tahsbu kemm sehet
xortih meta ghodwa f’Novembru din il-kelba qamet
f’burdata hazina. Kellu I-hsieb li jinzel l-irdum idur

ghall-gallini imma ma riedx li jkollu xi jghid ma’
kaccaturi ohrajn minhabba din I-imbierka kelba
msiebha fl-‘Ghaqda ta’ Kontra I-Imhabba’. Allura
kellu bhal ¢u¢ joqghod fid-dura tal-mansab tal-
gamiem tad-Dahar, minflok isaffar 1-Aida, isaffar
ghall-pluvieri. Biex tghaxxagha, kien hawn xi
gallina dakinhar. Imma kull deni hudu b’gid ghax
barra li mid-dura qabad seba’ pluvieri li gew ghas-
suffara, qatel ukoll hames gallini li jew ghaddewh
jew rahom joqoghdu fix-xaghra fil-vi¢in."

‘Tiha karga doppja!’

Kien hemm ¢ertu wiehed Xmun mill-Mosta
mizzewweg Mellehija li mieghu fuq il-mansab kien
jiehu xkubetta. Darba wahda, gamiem ma kienx
hawn, allura dan Xmun hareg idur dawra mal-
mansab jara jlagqatx xi haga ghall-borma. Lanqas
lahaq ghamel zewg passi li ma rifisx buqrajq. Tah tir
u ma laqtux u dan il-buqrajq, wara li dar dawra tond
jistaghgeb b’dak il-hoss li kien sema’, rega’ qaghad.
Xmun kien pront qabad tefa’ kejla porvli gol-kanna,
deffes bic¢a xkora, rassha sew bil-hadida, tefa’
karga ¢omb u rega’ rass kollox bil-karti, immira u
mal-BUMM, il-buqrajq ma staghgibx aktar. Xmun
telaq tlikki tlikki biex jigbru, imec¢laq xufftejh, ga
ged itieghem dik in-naqra brodu li kien behsiebu
jaghmel, xhin minn warajh beda jisma’ tfaqqigh
stramb. Dar u sab li l-huxlief ta’ mal-mansab kien
sar huggiega nar. Xhin spara, l-ixkejjer u 1-karti li
kien deffes gol-kanna hargu jagbdu u spiccaw fil-
haxix niexef. Xmun nesa I-buqrajq u 1-brodu, telaq
I-ixkubetta mal-art u harab jigri jitfi n-nar qabel ma
jispi¢¢a bix-xbiek vampa u addijo gamiem aktar!

Fl-antik, hafna dilettanti kienu jarawha zejda
li jhallsu I-licenzja. Kienu jqisuha hela ta’ flus.
Aktar u aktar meta kienu jafu li I-pulizija, barra li
ried jiehu kedda biex jigri warajk u jagbdek, kellu
wkoll jikkonfiska l-arma bhala prova ghax inkella
ma setax iressqek. Allura kien hawn hafna li kienu
jzommu xkubetta mohbija go xi kanal tal-ilma, go xi
zokk jew taht xi harruba. Il-problema kienet li dawn
I-armi, mikxufa ghall-elementi, kienu jispi¢ccaw
balla sadid.

Hekk gralu ¢ertu wiehed Melliehi li ma kienx jaf
kif sejsibtarfinaddafl-ixkubetta. Kien hemm wiehed
gharef tah parir. Biex itajjar is-sadid kellu jikkarga
karga doppja porvli u karga doppja ¢omb halli bl-
ispluzjoni tat-tir, is-sadid jinqala’ u l-ixkubetta tigi
qisha ghadha kif harget mill-fabbrika. U dan hekk
ghamel. Imma peress li ma xtaqgx jahli t-tir fil-vojt,
iddecieda li jisparah fuq l-ghasafar tal-bejt. Kien
hemm ghalqa ’l fuq minn ghajn tal-ilma mizrugha
qarabo¢¢ u l-ghasafar tal-bejt kienu ghaddejjin
xalata go fih. Dan tela’ fuq i¢-¢int tal-ghajn biex jigi
bi dritt il-q¢acet tal-qarabo¢¢, immira biex jiggonta
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kemm jiflah, ghafas il-grillu, instemghet spluzjoni li
dwiet mal-inhawi u hekk kif id-dahna tat-tir ghebet,
dan il-povru ma deherx izjed. Wara ftit rawh tiela’
minn gol-ghajn qisu qattus imxarrab. Il-daqqa li
tatu l-ixkubetta, barra li gengitlu spalltu, tefghetu
gol-ghajn. Jista’ jkun li s-sadid telaq mat-tir imma
tixriba bhal dik, la sidha u wisq anqas I-ixkubetta
ma hadu pjacir biha!®

Qam jibaghtu jsaqqi I-hass tal-Marsa!

Ninu Gauci, maghruf bhala Ta’ Fonz® u huh
Guzepp 1-Ghammiel kienu zewg nassaba primi tal-
gamiem. Fejn kellu Fonz, grib it-Torri I-Ahmar,
kien mikri minghand it-Tupep u kull sena, bhala
kera, kien itih xkora gamiem haj li kien jagbad bix-
xbiek. Fir-raba’ ftit ful u basal biss setghu jaghmlu
ghax il-hamrija tant kemm kienet baxxa li bid-dawl
ta’ qamar biss ukoll kienet tinxef! Il-bqija tal-art
kienet ta’ ¢ertu wieched maghruf bhala 1-Fre, li kien
jonsob ghall-gamiem ukoll.?!

Dan Fre kien xjah sew u miskin, il-vista ta’
ghajnejh kienet marret kwazi ghalkollox. Darba
minnhom il-gamiem qata’ passa sew u beda tiela’
kollu minn fejn il-mansab ta’ dan Fre, li ma bediex
jarah. Allura Ninu beda kull darba jghajjat “Harrek
Fre! Ghalik Fre!” U dan il-povru ma jilmah xejn.
Wara s-sitt darba, Fre qam bilwieqfa u beda joffendi
lil Ninu ghax haseb li kien ged jghaddih biz-zmien.
Dak il-hin, teftifa gamiem telghet minn mad-dura
ta’ dan l-anzjan u kienet kwazi qalbitu! Allura ta’
ragel li kien skuza ruhu u talab lil Ninu biex jibdew
jonsbu flimkien.?

Ninu ghamel zZmien pulizija Tas-Sliema. Darba
minnhom spi¢¢a mix-xoghol kmieni filghodu, bela’
mixja papali sal-Pitkali ta’ Birkirkara fejn minn
hemm iddobba rikba sax-Xemxija. Imbaghad mixja
ohra tal-qaddisin sa fejn il-kunvent tas-sorijiet
tal-Mellieha fejn sab it-trakk li kien hallielu huh
Guzepp jistennieh. Wara kedda bhal dik mar jonsob
il-Latnija. U beda tiela’ 1-gamiem. Dakinhar Ninu
gabad 98 wahda. Il-problema kienet li l-aktar li
gabad f’qalba kienu erbgha, allura nhaleb jaqleb,
jehles u jrodd fuq il-wahdiet u z-zwieg. Xhin zarma
bilkemm kien baqaghlu sahha jirkebgot-trakk!*

“Ejja! Anzi qbadna erbgha!”

Dan Ninu kellu habib minn Birkirkara li dejjem
kien jghidlu, “Xi darba ghad nigi sa hdejk fil-passa
tal-gamiem.” U darba minnhom veru fegg. Imma
I-gamiem kien donnu staha minn dan il-Kalkariz
u ma passiex. Ninu xorta kien laqqat xi tuzzana
wahdiet u dan siehbu tghidx kemm ha gost. Allura
Ninu qallu, “Poggi bilgieghda int forsi taqgleb
qalba.” U dan hekk ried! Intefa’ fuq il-gebla, jitlob
lil Alla i tfigg xi gamiema. U 1-Mulej mhux talli

sema’ talbu, talli ghamel
bhal miraklu tal-hobz
u l-hut, ghax flok
gamiema wahda fegget
qatgha kbira gamiem
riesqa lejn  ix-xbiek!
Fonz kien pront beda
jurih it-tahrik, il-gamiem
gie u ghadda kollu
minn gewwa. U l-iehor
baqga’ bbalzmat bil-gbid
f’idejh, iccassat b halqu
miftuh qisu xi skorfna.
Kif ra hekk, Ninu rega’
gibed il-gamiema tat-
tahrik u I-gamiem, b’miraklu iehor, dar lura u rega’
gasam ix-xbiek. Ta’ Birkirkara fl-ahhar stenbah u
galeb imma l-gamiem kien lahaq hareg kwazi kollu
u kulma lahaq kienu sebgha. Il-Kalkariz, ferhan
se jtir, qal lil Ninu “Ejja! Anzi gbadna erbgha!”
X’wiegbu Ninu Alla biss jaf!*

Ninu Gauci maghruf bhala
Fonz.

Jittawwal minn go briksa

John, wiehed mit-tfal ta’ Ninu, jiftakar kif meta
kien tfal kien imur ma’ missieru jonsob. John kien
ikun irid jara l-gamiem diehel fix-xbiek; allura
Ninu deffes briksa tad-disgha mal-art fil-hajt tad-
dura biex John seta’ jitawwal minnha minghajr ma
I-gamiem jinduna bih.

Gurnata minnhom feggew zewg qtajja’ gamiem
gejjin minn fuq il-Griebeg u Tat-Tomna. Il-gamiem
inghaqad u spi¢ca serbut wiehed ta’ xi mitejn u
hamsin gamiema. Dan ghamel ghall-gamiema tat-
tahrik u nghalaq kollu ghal gewwa. Il-gamiem tal-
bidu pogga fuq i¢-¢aghkija hdejn tat-tahrik u l-iehor
kien ghadu diehel warajh meta f’daqqa wahda qisu
ra x-xjaten u tnaffar. Kif induna x’kien qed jigri,
Ninu kien pront qaleb u hataf xi 25 wahda, barra
li qatel xi erbgha ohra bil-kelement. Imbaghad tilef
il-boxxla u beda jghajjat kemm jiflah ma’ ibnu, ghax
fettillu li I-gamiem kien rah u kixfu. John tant kemm
beza’ li harab u mar fejn Guzepp 1-Ghammiel, li
kien ged jonsob fix-xaghra fejn il-beachpost. Hemm
rega’ qala l-prosit ghax Guzepp ukoll kien ra dak
il-ballun gamiem filli jiddendel ghal gox-xbiek u
filli qisu xi hadd spara ghalih. U John jibki u jishaq
li hu jittawwal mill-briksa bhas-soltu kien u zgur
li ma naffrux. U kellu ragun ghax wara saru jafu
i kien hemm bidwi fir-raba’, 1i hekk kif ra dak il-
gamiem kollu niezel mis-sema, harab jigri biex
jarah jinqabad u l-gamiem kixfu.”

Mohhhom Fil-wiski
Darb’ohrafeggew tliet sinjuri li kienu xtraw bicc¢a
art taht ir-rih tal-mansab. Issa dawn iktar kienu jigu
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divertita milli ghall-kacc¢a. Biex jilqghu ghall-kesha
kienu jgibu xi zewg fliexken wiski u kultant ibillu
grizmejhom bih. Imma nqalghet problema. Ninu
kien jarma gamiema tat-tahrik fil-gholi fuq harruba
biex idawwar il-gamiem li jkun gej minn fuq Santa
Maria Estate lejn ix-xbiek. Dawn il-kacc¢aturi, hekk
kif kienu jaraw il-gamiema tferfer gwinhajha, kienu
jitilqu kollox, jagbdu s-snieter u jilgghu l-gamiem
b’baraxx tiri. Il-gamiema I-gholja kienet qed
isservihom ta’ sinjal biex jagbdu s-snieter. Allura
Ninu rama gamiema ohra baxxa, fejn ma tidhirx,
u meta kien jara l-gamiem gej min-naha taghhom,
kien iharrek lilha u mhux tal-harruba. Biex ma
jurihomx x’kien qed jigri, il-gamiema l-gholja baqa’
jarmaha bhas-soltu u jharrikha kultant. Kollox kien
miexi harir sakemm darba wahda, il-gamiem habat
fid-dura ta’ dawn is-sinjuri. Sakemm telqu kollox
minn idejhom lahaq gabizhom imma dawn xorta
battlu s-snieter fuqu. Ma tawx kas li I-gamiem kien
gie bi dritt il-mansab u mlew lil Ninu u lil kull min
kellu mieghu fid-dura b’tilja ¢omb nobis!*

Teftif ta’ vrieden

Ninu Fonz,barra ghall-gamiem, kien jonsob ukoll
ghall-ghasafar tal-ghana. Kellu wiehed mill-ewwel
imnasab weqfin, jigifieri i meta jinqaleb, il-lasti
jahbtu fl-arja ma’ xulxin u x-xbiek jigi qisu kampnar.
L-ewwel ma kien armat b’mansab hekk kien Salvu
Bartolo, Tat-Talkies.”” Ninu u wliedu, wara hafna
studji, pjanti, gisien u kejl, armaw wiehed bhalu
imma nqala’ ntopp. Kull darba li kienu jaqilbuh,
il-lasti kien jitghawgu u jiehdu I-forma tal-qamar,
tant kemm kellhom molol tal-garaxxijiet jigbdu go
fihom. Wara aktar investigazzjonijiet u stharrig saru
jafu i Salvu ma kellux I-istess problema ghax bhala
lasti kien juza xi pajpijiet b’sahhithom tal-ajruplani.
Imma I-pajpijiet tal-ajruplani ma kinux jaqghu
mis-sema. Fl-ahhar xi hadd gabilhom erba’ kanen
tqal comb li kienu jintuzaw ghall-iscaffolding. Issa
setghu jahdmu bla problemi, ghalkemm kellhom
izidu xi nofs tuzzana molol ohra biex ipattu ghall-
piz tal-lasti.

Gurnata wahda sebah Majjistral ikisser il-blat,
li bilkemm ihallik timxi jew tiehu nifs. Imma
I-vrieden ma bezghux mir-rih u passew xorta.
Peress li I-mansab kien faccata tal-Majjistral, ir-rih
ma bediex ihallihom joqoghdu. Kull darba jahbtu
(jibdew jghajtu) I-ghasafar tal-gabjetti, ifiggu
I-vrieden, jifirhu ftit fuq it-tahrik u r-rih ikaxkarhom
mieghu. Fl-ahhar John qabzitlu. Fettillu li jigri
x’jigri jaqleb. U hekk ghamel. Feggew xi 20 virdun
u hekk kif intelqu fuq it-tahrik, tahom is-salt u
kebbeb 17 minnhom. Missieru baqa’ b halqu miftuh
u qallu “Kieku jien ma kontx naqleb!”*

Gurnata ohra memorabbli meta telghu hafna
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vrieden kien it-18 ta’ Ottubru 1983. Teftifa tmiss
mal-ohra imma l-vrieden mohhhom biex isiefru
kien u mhux biex joqoghdu fix-xbiek. Anqgas kas
ta’ shabhom jghajtuhom mill-gabjetti jew tat-tahrik
jurihom fejn ghandhom jinzlu. Darba f’mitt gamar
kien jingata’ xi wiehed jew tnejn minn go teftifa u
jidhlu. B’kollox dakinhar, bil-wahdiet, laqqtu 53, il-
bic¢a kbira rgiel ghax ghan-nisa ma kinux jaqilbu.*

Kienet gharrqitu

Ghodwa minnhom, Ninu kien bis-senter meta
ra zewg tajriet enormi joghdsu lejn il-kappella tal-
Kuncizzjoni tal-Ahrax. Fettillu 1i qaghdu, allura
telgilha ghal ghonq it-triq biex jara jtajjarhomx.
Hekk kif kien ghaddej fuq ix-xifer ta’ rdum
inqalghu. Kienu zewg grawwiet. Ninu spara zewg
tiri fuq wahda minnhom u din tkaxkret u spic¢at fil-
bahar. Dan, bla ma hasibha darbtejn, nizel l-irdum,
nehha hwejgu u qabez jghum ghaliha. Hekk kif
wasal qgribha, il-grawwa hatfet 1-okkazjoni biex
tpattihielu u habtet ghalih. Telghet fuq dahru, tatu
daqqtejn sew b’mungqarha, fethitlu zewg feriti fondi
li bl-ilma bahar tghidx kemm tektku u nizzlitu taht
I-ilma. B’xi mod, Ninu heles minn taht dufrejha u
gham kif seta’ lejn l-art. Imbaghad, wara li bezaq
kemm Alla halaq ilma bahar li kien bela’ bla hsieb,
stahba wara blata u hekk kif it-tajra resqet lejn l-art
taha tir iehor u seta’ jinzel ghaliha bil-kwiet.>! Lil
Ninu niftakru jirrakkontali kif meta kien tfal, shabu
kienu jorbtuh b’habel u jdendluh minn fuq ix-xifer
ta’ Ghar i¢-Comb ghal isfel biex jisraq il-bejtiet tac-
cawl.

Darba minnhom, dan Fonz sab xi cordite tas-
suldati. Il-cordite kien jintuza biex jikkargaw il-
balal u munizzjon tal-gwerra. Kif kien sejjer bih
lejn id-dar kien hemm wiehed qallu, “Dak x’se
taghmel bih, dimonju? Dak ha jweggghek.” Fonz
ma tax kas, farrak il-cordite bi mhakka u kkarga
skarto¢¢ bih, bla ma qaghad iqis li l-cordite kien
hafna aktar qawwi mill-porvli normali.*> Imbaghad
mar ha jipprova l-iskarto¢¢. Ittawwal minn fuq
ix-xifer ta’ rdum u harget gamiema fit-tul. Hekk
kif Ninu ghafas il-grillu graw tliet affarijiet f’salt.
Il-gamiema saret ballun rix, Ninu ghamel xi tlitt
ijiem ma jisma’ xejn hlief tisfir u zanzin f’widnejh
u s-senter taz-zewg iggammja, u la seta’ jinfetah u
wisq anqas jissewwal!%

Din tal-isperimentar bl-ikkargar ma kinitx xi
haga rari, ghax kulhadd kien mohhu biex jara kif
se joqtol il-kacca aktar fit-tul. Jista’ jkun li Carmelo
Mifsud, iben Andrea, Tal-Ghadira, f’ Awwissu tal-
1919, ukoll ghamel xi tahlita specjali. Dan ghaliex
is-senter, bid-daqqa li tah meta ghafas il-grillu,
kisirlu spalltu tal-lemin u Mifsud spicca f’qiegh ta’
sodda fl-Isptar Centrali!*
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Ghaqda Muzikali Imperial il-Mellieha

Il-plattini li ma riedu jinkisru b’xejn!

Gino Gauci, it-tifel I-iehor ta’ Ninu, aktar hareg
dilettant tas-senter milli tax-xbiek, avolja xorta kien
jonsob xi ftit. Darba minnhom, wara gurnata jonsbu
d-Dahar, kienu tilghin lura lejn il-Mellieha bil-vann
ahdar Transit ta’ missieru u hekk kif waslu Tas-
Sellum, li dak iz-Zmien kien ghadu raba’ tinhadem u
mhux flettijiet, feggew tliet gamimiet fil-gholi. Gino,
li kien fil-kaxxa tal-vann, gabad is-senter, spara u
qatel tnejn minnhom. It-tielet wahda marret qaghdet
fix-xifer u Gino nizel ghaliha. Sadanittant ix-xufiera
tal-linja li kellhom il-venda fejn is-Santwarju hargu
kollha jaraw kif kien se jispi¢¢a dak it-teledramm
bla hsieb. Il-gamiema tax-xifer taret fit-tul u Gino
taha zewg tiri ohra u din telghet ’il fuq lejn il-Wied
tal-Madonna. Imbaghad ix-xufiera fethulha hangra
dagshiex, bi mhatra min jghajjat l-aktar, biex
jghidulu li 1-gamiema rawha toqghod go harruba.
Gino tela’ jfittixha u sabha mejta taht is-sigra fejn
kienu galulu t-telespettaturi.*

Qabel, hafna xufiera tal-linja dilettanti tal-kac¢ca
kienu jzommu s-senter fit-trakk halli fil-brejk kienu
jiegfu xi mkien fil-kampanja u jmorru dawra forsi
jagbdu xi haga. Kif inbidlu z-Zminijiet!*

Gino kellu habib, li kien jahdem mieghu Farsons,
li kien sparatur tal-ghageb ghall-plattini. Rari kienet
tfallilu wahda. Meta kien jigri hekk, kien ikun irid
jaf kif u x’fatta! Issa Tat-Tomna kien hemm range
tal-plattini u Gino stieden lil shabu biex jaghmlu
kompetizzjoni bejniethom hemm. Sieheb Gino
messu biex jispara u l-ewwel plattina marritlu. Dan
mill-ewwel beda jonfoh u jinnervja. Kulhadd beda
jhokk rasu hekk kif dan beda jispara ghal plattina
wara l-ohra u kollha kienu jibqghu sejrin gishom
mhux huma! Bdiet tiela’ t-tempra u kellu aptit
ikisser is-senter. Bilkemm ma riedx jiftah skartoc¢
ha jara kienx fih ¢omb. Imbaghad Gino gallu biex
ma joqghodx jinkwieta, ghax kien ged itajjarlu
plattini tal-lastiku minflok plattini normali, u kien
ghalhekk li ma setax ikisser wahda!*’

Terremot!

Missieri, Dwardu, Tat-Tabbu kien hobza u
sikkina ma’ Ninu Fonz u kien jonsob mieghu ghal
tal-ghana. Allura jien, ta’ tfal li kont, kien I-hena
tieghi mmur maghhom. Fuq il-mansab kont nixba
ghax ma kellix kwiet fil-warrani. Allura kont dejjem
bit-tama li jfigg Gino biex johodni dawra mieghu
ghall-kac¢éa, nigbor li jkun gabad. Gurnata minnhom
tlagna nduru ghall-imlievez, u Gino spara ghal xi
erbgha u ma qatilx wiehed. Issa jien lil Gino dejjem
kont narah idahhan kulma jispara ghalih, allura ta’
fidil 1i kont sagsejtu, “Dak kif ma gbadt xejn?” u
l-iehor wegibni, “Dik ghax tghawget il-kanna.
Issa nhallu s-senter ftit fix-xemx halli tiddritta.” U

morna fejn Fonz fid-dura, telaq is-senter fix-xemx,
u jien qghadt inhares lejh, nistenna l-kanna tiehu
lura I-forma originali. Wara xi siegha qalli, “Tlagna
nduru dawra.” Jien hekk ridt u veru, kulma spara
ghalih qatlu. U l-ghada, kif wasalt l-iskola tghidx
kemm spjegajt lil shabi dak li kont tghallimt fuq
I-inginerija tal-kanen tas-snieter!

Imma x-xorti mhux dejjem kienet tidhakli; allura
gieli kelli noqghod nitqanna gurnata fid-dura. Meta
kienu jaqilbu kienet tkun skuza tajba biex nohrog
nigri girja sakemm jehilsu I-ghasafar. U hawn kienu
jibdew id-dizastri. Dagqa nkaxkar xi lanza ta’ xi
goga u naqtaghha, jew nehel gox-xibka u naghmel
xi togba, nintahan go xi wajer jew naqleb xi xbiek
bi zball. Ma kellix tort sa barra ghax kull fejn kien
joqghod ghasfur kienu jaghmlu mansab! Imbaghad
xebgha ghajjat u jkolli nerga’ ndawwar denbi lejn id-
dura, nittawwal bi tromba antika lejn ic-Cirkewwa,
ghalkemm dejjem kelli suspett li b’ghajnejja kont
nara ahjar milli b’dik I-imbierka tromba li kienet
tiftakar iz-zewg gwerer.

Niftakar darba Ninu baghatni ngib id-demel ta’
barra mill-beachpost li kellu fix-xaghra. Issa jien
dan id-demel ta’ barra ma kellix idea x’inhu; allura
kif ftaht il-bieb u tfixkilt go barmil isfar mimli b’dak
li kien jidher melh maghqud anqgas biss ergajt harist
lejh. Wara hafna tiftix intensiv kelli néedi u mmur
lura nghidlu 1i ma sibtux. Wara lezzjoni dwar id-
demel ta’ barra u l-karatteristi¢i tieghu, mixja ohra
sal-beachpost, htaft il-barmil u tlaqt lura lejn id-
dura. Hekk kif kont kwazi wasalt habtu l-vrieden u
jien, li kont naf li jekk jikxfuni, holl xaghrek u gib iz-
zejt, intfajt mal-art u ma ¢caqlaqtx, forsi I-ghasafar
jahsbuni xi hatba jew xitla stramba. Feggew zewg
teftifiet vrieden li tferrxu ma’ kullimkien. Min
gaghad gos-sigar, min fejn ix-xbiek u min gewwa. U
jien mkahhal mal-blat qisni statwa, nghid ir-ruzarju.
Xhin dehrilhom li hemm bizzejjed ghasafar gewwa,
nisma’ minn taht l-ilsien, “Wiehed, tnejn, tlieta” u
xebgha cek¢ik ta’ lasti. Ninu u missieri qalbu t-tlitt
imnasab f’salt! Kemm gabdu vrieden ma niftakarx
imma niftakar li ghal darba qlajt prosit talli uzajt
mohhi u stahbejt kif stajt hekk kif habtu 1-ghasafar!

Xi drabi, meta ma kien ikun hawn xejn, kienu
jaqilbu I-mansab il-wieqaf fuq l-ghasafar tal-bejt.
Imbaghad kienu johorgu xi nofs tuzzana gabjetti
ohra, uhud minnhom vojta u jferrxuhom mal-
mansab. Kienu jaghmlu hekk apposta biex in-
nassaba tal-madwar, xhin jisimghu I-lasti j¢ekcku
ma’ xulxin u jaraw lilna nigru nehilsu ’l-ghasafar
tal-ghana u nqassmu aktar ghasafar max-xbiek,
jikkonkludu li ¢caqalqu l-vrieden. Imbaghad tara
lil kulhadd hiereg idendel aktar gabjetti fil-gholi fil-
qasab, bit-tama li jagilbu xi galba huma wkoll. Mur
ghidilhom!



Kien il-bidu ta’ Marzu u jien u Gino morna
nonsbu ghall-gojjini fuq il-mansab tas-Sur Guz.
Armajna malajr imma kellna problema. Kienet
xemx taqli I-ankri u d-dura ma kellhiex tinda. Allura
Gino sab zewg serrattizzi hoxnin u zewg bibien tal-
injam dagsiex, waqqafthom kif seta’ fuq il-gebel
tad-dura u dhalna tahthom qisna zewg summiniet
lebtin go hafura. U bdew gejjin il-gojjini, kollha
sidirhom ahmar qishom pitirossi. U Gino jagleb
galba wara qalba, nohorgu nehilsu u bilkemm tilhaq
tidhol fid-dura li ma jergghux jigu. Fl-ahhar Gino
qalli “Ejja ha tagleb qalba,” u qalbi ghamlet tikk!
Minkejja 1i pprotestajt kemm flaht u ghedt li ma
ridtx, Gino ntefa’ bilgieghda fuq il-kaxxa tal-injam
li kelli jien u halla t-tron f’idejja. Bdejt nitlob 'l
Alla u ’1-Madonna biex ma jigi xejn aktar imma
m’ghaddewx hames minuti li 1-gojjin li kellna fuq
il-kamra ma fethilhiex jghanni, javza lil shabu fejn
ghandhom jigu. Fis-sema dehru tmien ghasafar
zghar. Gino gibed il-lanza tal-gojjina (ghax lili ma
fdanix inharrek!) u dawn daru dawra tond fuq ix-
xbiek u qaghdu kollha hdejha jammirawha. Jien,
hekk kif kont se nagleb, xeghlet bozza f’mohhi!
Ftakart li kienu qaluli mitt darba biex ma nigbidx
il-habel tal-gbid lura imma nghollih ftit *il fuq ukoll
biex nghin il-lasti jitilghu. Allura, biex nghinhom
zgur, tajt is-salt inqum bilwieqfa halli aktar nagleb
malajr.

Jien u nqum, rasi ltaqghet ma’ wiehed mis-
serratizzi li kien ged izomm is-saqaf temporanju
tad-dura f’postu u f’daqqa wahda terremot shih!
Billi kollox kien ged izomm bil-biex, sfronda
l-ilqugh ghax-xemx li kien ghamel Gino u spi¢¢ajna
mirdumin taht zewg bibien dags dinja. Wara li
Gino irnexxielu johrog minn galb it-tifrik u jsalva
lili wkoll, morna naraw x’kont gbadt. Ghallinqas
ix-xbiek kien inqaleb imma gojjini tnejn biss kont
gbadt, aktarx ghax kienu torox u ghomja! Imbaghad
rega’ pogga Gino, waqt li jien gghadt kwiet noghrok
il-gundalla li kienet tfac¢¢at f’nofs il-qurriegha.
Imma mid-dehra, it-talb tieghi issa kien instema’,
ghalkemm ftit tard, ghax ma dehritx rixa ohra. Il-
€ojjini li naffart xandru I-ahbar biex hadd aktar ma
jersaq lejn il-mansab tat-terremoti. Mhux ta’ b’xejn
li lili kienu jahsbuni agent sigriet tal-M.O.S.!*

“Titlaq minn hawn kexxun u tigi lura
kaccatur!”

Meta Gamri Sciberras, il-Blackie siefer
I-Awstralja, sab ruhu fil-genna tal-art ghax hemm
seta’ jispara kemm irid fuq pappagalli, hamiem,
fniek u hniezer. Sewwa qallu kuginuh Peppi, il-
Basli, li minn Malta se jitlaq kexxun, jigifieri
jispara hazin, u jigi lura kac¢catur, ghax hemm seta’
jitharreg fuq xiex irid. Mhux talli hekk, sahansitra
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I-bdiewa kienu jmorru jitkarrbulu biex imur jispara
fl-art taghhom peress li 1-ghasafar u 1-fniek kienu
qishom flagell fuq il-prodotti.

Imma Gamri, il-passa tal-gamiem ta’ Malta
ma kien jibdilha ma’ xejn, tant li kull sena kien
jigi lura biex iqgatta’ April u Mejju hawn. Gamri
kien joqghod f’kamra d-Dahar. Ghodwa minnhom
stenbah, ittawwal mill-bieb u hares lejn il-Lvant
biex jara kemm kien baqaghlu biex jisbah, peress li
ma kellux arlogg. Induna li kien se jithajjar ibexbex
ghax fuq I-Ghadira kien jidher id-dawl. Allura libes
malajr u hareg fil-bieb jistenna lil Toni Caruana, id-
Dott biex imorru bis-senter flimkien. Imma d-Dott
ma kien jidher imkien u lanqas ix-xemx ma thajret
tittawwal minn wara x-xefaq dakinhar. Wara li dam
igerger ma nafx kemm dwar kemm kien ittardja
Toni u kemm kien se jdum ma jisbah, Gamri ntebah
li dak id-dawl li kien ged jara fuq l-orizzont ma
kienx gej miz-Zerniq tax-xemx imma mill-Mellieha
Bay Hotel. Din kienet waslet biex tiftah il-bibien,
allura kienu xeghluha mal-lejl ghall-ewwel darba !

Meta gie lura ghalkollox mill-Awstralja, Gamri
ghamel xi hames snin jghix fil-kamra tad-Dahar,
tant li missieru qallu, “Int stajt bqajt 1-Awstralja,
ghax xorta ma narawk qatt!”

L-ahhar gallina li qabad il-Blackie giet bi¢-cajt.
Mela kien sejjer ghat-tarag maqtugh fil-blat li jaghti
ghal Irdum il-Qammieh meta din il-gallina harget
minn go saqajh qgisha xitan u telget isserrep lejn id-
Dahar. Gamri kien pront immira, taha tir u qatilha.
Mal-PUMM sema’ xebgha ghajjat bl-Ingliz. Comba
minnhom kienet laqtet turist li kien miexi fix-xaghra
f’riglu! Gamri mar hdejh u minkejja li I-Ingliz qallu
li ma kellu xejn, insista li jdewwih. Allura kaxkru
lejn il-kamra, hasillu siequ bid-duwa safra u ma
hallihx johrog minn hemm gew qabel tah zew§ tazzi
inbid minhabba l-qatgha! L-Ingliz hareg mill-kamra
b’siequ qgisha lelluxa u jserrep ’l hemm u ’l hawn
qisu dghajsa fil-maltemp!®

‘Total ta’ Sitt Mija - Sena Batuta’

Is-Sur Guz Bugeja, maghruf bhala Ta’ Turi, barra
Ii kien sid it-Tunnara tal-Mellieha, kien dilettant
ferm tal-insib tal-gamiem. Kellu xi kmamar fil-Wied
ta’ Ghajn Tuta, li kien isejhilhom ‘Josie’s Lodge’.*
Fuq il-kamra kien hemm pinnur imma s-Sur Guz
kien ikun jaf x’inhu r-rih minghajr ma joqghod
johrog ghar-rezha ta’ filghodu biex jittawwal barra.
Dan ghaliex ix-xaft tal-pinnur kien jibga’ niezel
fil-kamra u jimmarka gewwa wkoll.# Sahansitra
kellu kappella, fejn kull nhar ta’ Hadd, ghall-habta
tal-hdax ta’ filghodu, kien jigi jqaddes Patri Bonell
minn H’Attard.? Is-Sur Guz kien jibga’ d-Dahar sa
zmien il-bajtar, imbaghad kien imur il-Kamra tat-
Tunnara, 1-Ghadira.®
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L-imnasab tas-Sur Guz kien bil-mazzri. Kellhom
spiera fonda xi disa’ filati mhaffra fil-blat f’ras
il-lasti tan-naha tad-dura, mghottija bi twavel u
mghammra b’tarjola. Mit-tarjola kien jghaddi habel
li f’tarf minnhom kien ikollu gan¢, filwaqt li fuq
in-naha l-ohra, fl-ispiera, kien hemm marbut piz
tac-comb. Ridt tiehu rankjatura, tigbed il-piz mill-
habel halli ttellghu mill-ispiera u tqabbad il-gan¢
ma’ holqa fil-lasta. Meta taqleb, i¢c-Comb kien jinzel
fl-ispiera u jigbed il-lasta lejh u b’hekk ix-xbiek
jingaleb malajr.*

Darba John, is-Sigarett gie f’idejh id-djarju
tal-insib li kien izomm is-Sur Guz dwar il-qbid
tal-gamiem. Dan kien inizzel kemm kien jagbad
kuljum u fl-ahhar tal-passa, it-total. Sena minnhom,
ftit wara l-gwerra, kien hemm miktub: ‘Total ta’ 600
— sena batuta.’*

Is-Sur Guz ma kienx izarma l-imnasab. Allura
filghaxija kien jigi wiehed guvni minn Hal Lija
jonsob forsi jlagqat xi haga. Darba minnhom, John
u zijuh Toni semghu hafna ghajjat gej mill-mansab
u marru jaraw x’gara. Hemm sabu lil dan it-tali
bid-demm hiereg gelgul minn idejh. Kien gibed il-
habel biex iwahhal il-gan¢ mal-lasta, zelaglu minn
idu, il-mazzra ghamlet xogholha u l-gan¢ ¢arratlu
idejh minn subghajh sal-polz. Haduh ghand it-tabib
u dakinhar, dan it-tali, minflok b’xi nofs tuzzana
gamiem, spic¢a b’xebgha punti.

Immaxingjah

Meta Charlie Bartolo, 1-Gharus kien ghadu
dagsxejn ta’ tfajjel kien l-hena tieghu jigri ma’
shabu jagbdu l-ghasafar tal-bejt bil-kopp. Kienu
jistennew I-ghasfur jidhol gol-ventilatur, jaghmlulu
I-kopp quddiemu, i¢ek¢ku b’qasba got-togba u kif
johrog kien isib ruhu mkebbeb.* Hafna drabi kienu
jergghu jitilquh, ghalkemm gieli kienu jaqilghulu xi
tliet rixiet minn denbu biex jigi qisu huttafa.”’ Imma
mhux dejjem kienet tigihom zewg. Xi kultant, tal-
bejt kien ikun gurdien xih u ta’ xejn icek¢kulu ghax

Charlie Bartolo, I-Gharus b’gamiema tat-tahrik, id-Dahar.

ma kien ikun irid johrog b’xejn! Aghar minn hekk,
kien jitfacca xi pulizija u t-tfal kienu jghosfru biex
ma jispiccawx fil-gagga humal*

Charlie jiftakar kif fil-gwerra kien wahdu d-dar
meta hin minnhom daqq air raid. Dan, minflok nizel
fix-xelter, iddecieda li jmur ifittex lil ommu li kienet
il-Mizieb taqta’ l-haxix ghall-bhejjem. Hekk kif
gabad il-passagg li jaghti ghall-hotba Ta’ Psiepes,
ghadda ajruplan tal-ghadu u beda jimmaxingjah!
Charlie ghandu stampat f’mohhu x-xena tat-trab
tal-blat itir hekk kif il-balal bdew jahbtu quddiemu.
Dak il-hin hareg bidwi li kien mohbi taht harruba u
kaxru mieghu ghall-kenn.*

Jiftakar passa summien mill-kbar f’Ottubru. Is-
summien bdew itajruh tuzzana tuzzana. Telaq idur
ma’ wiehed, b’senter ta’ kanna, it-tnejn li huma
tfalijiet, allura bla licenzja. Kif waslu x-Xquq tajru
xi tliet summiniet u l-iskarto¢¢ ma hax. Indunaw li
kienu tilfu I-firing pin. Allura marru fejn bidwi li
sabilhom musmar, irrangawh kif setghu u deffsuh
flok il-firing pin. Is-senter daqqa beda jiehu u daqqa
le imma kif qalli I-Gharus, “Xorta lagqatna erbgha
ghax kien hawn xi tlagqat!”*®

Missieru ma kienx dilettant; allura ntefa’ jonsob
ma’ Salvu, Tal-Hadra u Wigi, Ta’ Boroz. Dan Wigi
kien ghamel Zmien l-isptar ghax kien wegga’ siequ
sew. Meta hareg, talab lil Charlie jmur jarmalu fuq
il-Wied ta’ Rdum,! halli jsib kollox lest sakemm hu
jasal tlikki tlikki bil-gamiem tat-tahrik. Kif thajjar
ibexbex, imtela kullimkien bqaraq, jissiethu fuq
ix-xghir. Charlie ddejjaq jistenna; allura beda jara
I-bqaraq joqoghdu, jersaq lejhom u jwaddbilhom
gebla. Sakemm wasal Wigi bit-tahrik kien qabad
tlieta.

Sadanittant il-gamiem kien beda tiela’. Hin
minnhom fegget teftifa kbira li kif Wigi wrieha
t-tahrik, ghodsot fil-wied u ma baqghux jarawha
f’dak in-nofs dawl. F’daqga wahda fegget go
wi¢chom ghaddejja minn gox-xbiek. Sakemm Wigi
qaleb, hafna minnha lahqet ghaddiet u lahaq zamm
23 wahda. Wigi, li kif ghedna, kien fuq sieq wahda,
ma setax johrog jehles u I-Gharus spicéa jaghmel
kollox wahdu, jintef, irodd u jdahhal il-gamiem.
Dakinhar qabdu 96 u l-gurnata ta’ gabel, hu Wigi,
mill-istess mansab, kien qabad 117 f’nofstanhar.

Imbaghad Charlie telaq lejn 1-Awstralja. Kien
hemm 1i qalghuhielu 1-Gharus. Peress li dejjem
kien jilbes pulit bl-ingravata, shabu kienu jghidulu
“Qisek gharus!” u baqa’ I-Gharus s’issa, avolja ilu
mizzewweg 58 sena! Meta gie lura fis-snin sebghin,
I-ewwel beda johrog ftit bis-senter imma aktarx
kien jispi¢éa bilgieghda fejn xi nassab. Imbaghad
rama d-Dahar ghall-gamiem. Imma malajr induna
li dak li kien ipassi qabel ma telaq lejn 1-Awstralja
kien sparixxa. Qabad xi darbtejn ghaxra f’qalba
imma l-bgija I-festa kien ilha li spi¢cat. Imma hu
qatt ma ddejjaq ghax kif qalli, “Jien kont nonsob
ghall-gost.”
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Imnasab mitluqin

Illum ix-xaghra tad-Dahar ghadha hemm tohlom
li xi darba ghad terga’ tara I-gamiem tal-intorn tiela’
jhakkek maghha, it-tahrik fir-ruffjana jurih it-triq
u l-lasti jahbtu fuq il-blat samm. Tittama li terga’
tisma’ t-tokki tal-qanpiena tal-kappella tas-Sur Guz
issejjah lin-nassaba u l-kaccaturi ghall-quddies, lil
xi nassab jghajjat “Harrek, harrek!” u t-tfaqqigh tal-
ixkubetti fuq il-qtajja’ tal-gamiem. Imma jkollha
tikkuntenta biss bl-imnasab mitluqin, bir-razzi u
I-imrabat imsadda fil-blat u xi ¢aghkija tal-gamiem
imqallba ta’ taht fuq ghall-bebbux.

Dan l-artiklu qatt ma seta’ jkun possibbli
minghajr dawn in-nies:

David Bartolo, Charlie Fenech, Carmelina
Fenech, John Vella, Mary Vella, Paul Vella, Eugenio
Gauci, Catherine Gauci, John Gauci, Agnes Gauci,
Gamri Sciberras, Mary Sciberras, Charlie Bartolo,
Josephine Bartolo, John Baptist Gauci, Grazio
Barbara, I-Ar¢ipriet Fr. Joe Caruana, Ruben Vella u
I-istaff tal-Arkivji Nazzjonali.

Riferenzi
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A variety of custom made kitchens , bedrooms and
bespoke furniture, both modern and traditional to suit
your needs.

A variety of custom designs and local manufacture
that can provide you with a range of materials
and colour schemes of your
choice.

We also have a

wide range of gifts
and accessories. These
include tableware, to
cushions, runners, crystal
vases, lamps and occasional
furniture.

All are manufactured
locally in Marsa.

Visit our showroom in Mellieha to view our Himolla
sofa collection. Carrying a 5 year guarantee, Himolla
can bring more comfort to home.

Visit the Himolla website:
wuw. himolla.com

SAVE MONEY
) s _ _ . WITH JDS
Ask us for any \o~ N DIY MADE
assistance, you may  \ d -

reguire. 7 A \ | _ TO MEASURE
' SERVICES.

Main Street, Mellicha | Garibaldi Street, Marsa | t: +#356 2152 23590

e: info@jdsfurniture.com | s: wwnwjdsfumiture.com | fb: |DS Furniture



Birkirkara T: (+356) 2149 6235 | Gzira T: (+356) 2134 5123 | Mellieha T: (+356) 2152 3672
Mosta T: (+356) 2713 5297 | Paola T: (+356) 2166 2815 | Rabat T: (+356) 2145 5523 | Sliema T: (+356) 2134 2211
Qormi T: (+356) 2148 7118 | Mriehel T: (+356) 2778 8277 | Valletta T: (+356) 2123 2666

GASANMAMO INSURANCE LIMITED IS AUTHORISED UNDER THE INSURANCE BUSINESS ACT AND REGULATED BY THE MFSA | GASANMAMO.COM



