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Tempus Fugit,* kienu jiktbu
Fuq kwadrant t’arlogg antik
Biex ifakkar li z-Zmien jghaddi,
B heffa jtir, jispicca ghalik.

U t-tahbit tal-pendlu jfakkar
Fit-tahbit meqjus tal-qalb
Li sakemm din tibga’ thabbat,
Dejjem jibga’ hin ghat-talb.

Ghax hajjitna trid tkun talba
Lill-Missier, Sid ta’ kulhadd
Li halagna ghax ihobbna
U li bhalu zZgur m’hawn hadd.

Ghax kun af, li x-xoghol hu talba
Jekk naghmluh bil-qies, fil-hin.
Jaghti gieh lill-hajja taghna.

U bix-xoghol nghinu ’l xulxin.

Tempus Fugit, il-hin jahrab.
Dnub jekk ahna dan nahluh!
Dak li ghandu jsir, fis naghmlu.
U d-dejn gisu li nhallsuh!

U jekk ahna ’l boghod minn Alla,

Ghax ghamilna hbieb mad-dnub,

Ma nhallux zmien aktar jghaddi!
Ghax fil-grar jistriehu 1-qlub.
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TEMPUS FUGIT

‘ Ganni Camilleri
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Int tragga’ I-bniedem lejn it-trab
U tghidilhom, “Ergghu lura, intom bnedmin!”

Elf sena huma ghalik bhal jum ta’ Ibierah li
Ghadda, jew bhal sahra tal-lejl.
Int tahsadhom u jsiru holma.

Huwa bhal haxix li jinbet filghodu,
Filghodu jwarrad u jhaddar,
Filghaxija jitbiel u jinxef.....

Ghalhekk, ghallimna nghoddu jiem hajjitna,
Sabiex ahna nimxu bil-ghaqal.

*Anulus Persius Flaccus (34-62) kien poeta
satiriku Ruman u moralista.
F’satirika li kiteb (Sat. V, v151) kiteb hekk —
“Nostrum est quod vivis, cinis et manes et
fabula fies. Vive memor leti.”
Bil-Malti - “Hajjitna hi taghna llum, I-ghada
tista’ tkun trab, ombra jew hrafa li ntqalet. Ghix
mela, izda ftakar fil-mewt — iz-zZmien itir!”
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