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Naghtikom merhba u nistedinkom li tiechdu gost
b’din il-pubblikazzjoni annwali, 1li ta’ kull sena,
1-Ghaqda Muzikali Imperial tipprepara ghall-Festa
ta’ Marija Bambina. Bhala bord editorjali ahna
naghmlu l-almu taghna biex f’dan l-annwal ikun
hemm taghrif varjat b’avvenimenti li sehhew fis-
socjeta matul din is-sena u artikli ohrajn li jkunu
mill-aktar interessanti.

Fis-seduta generali tal-25 ta’ Frar 2012, kien
elett Kumitat Direttiv Gdid li tieghu jien kont
mahtur bhala President, wara li l-habib tieghi
Guzepp Bartolo ma regax ikkontesta minhabba
ragunijiet personali, ghalkemm xorta wahda ghadu
jaghti l-ghajnuna tieghu mill-ahjar 1i jista’. Mhux
facli 1i nissostitwixxi bniedem b’aktar minn hamsa
u hamsin sena esperjenza fil-kumitat, Zmien twil
bhala kaxxier, direttur u f’dawn l-ahhar tlettax-il
sena bhala President. Min-naha tieghi ser naghmel
hilti kollha biex 1-Ghaqda Muzikali Imperial tkompli
miexja 'l quddiem u tilqa’ fi hdanha l-akbar numru
ta’ persuni biex titkattar aktar il-kultura muzikali
ghall-¢id tal-Mellieha.

Fil-hajja jkun hemm wagqtiet li jaghtuk
sodisfazzjon u kuragg u ohrajn li jnikktuk. Matul
din is-sena l-mewt hasdet minn fostna persuni li
fil-hajja taghhom taw kontribut siewi lil kazin.
Ftit qabel il-festa tas-sena li ghaddiet miet il-pittur
Gorg Fenech, bniedem li ma ghandu bzonn tal-ebda
introduzzjoni. Il-pittur Gorg Fenech kien Membru
Onorarju tas-Socjeta taghna, hadem xoghlijiet
diversi fis-so¢jeta matul is-snin. Fost dawn insemmi,
il-Karru Dekorattiv fl-okkazjoni tal-Inkurunazzjoni
tar-Regina Elizabetta II fI-1953, id-disinn tal-palk
matul is-snin li kien jigi organizzat il-festival tal-
kant bl-isem ta’ Vokalissima. Il-karru u I-kostumi
tal-Banda fil-karnival tal-1972 ‘Rigali u Xewqat
Karnivaleski’ fejn il-Banda rebhet 1-ewwel post u fl-
1973 b’ ‘Qis Mitt Darba u Aqta’ Darba’ fejn intrebah
it-tieni post. Sa ftit taz-zmien ilu kien jiddisinja
ukoll 1-palk fil-Programm ta’ Hadd il-Palm. Barra
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minn dan fil-kazin insibu numru ta’ xoghlijiet ta’
dan l-artist fosthom il-kwadru i juri l-evuluzzjoni
tal-Banda Imperial, il-Kwadru tal-Qalb ta’ Gestl u
1-Qalb ta’ Marija u diversi kwadri ohra. Ghal snin
twal Gorg Fenech kien responsabbli mid-disinn tal-
faccata ta’ din il-pubblikazzjoni li b’sodisfazzjon
nghid li dan ix-xoghol issa ged ikun fdat f’idejn
ibnu Conrad.

Fil-bidu ta’ din is-sena thabbret il-mewt ghall-
gharrieda tas-Sur John Stellini, Membru Onorarju
tas-Socjeta, gewwa l-Istati Uniti tal-Amerika. John
jibga’ mfakkar ghall-imhabba li kellu lejn il-Kazin
Imperial u kwazi ta’ kull sena kien ikun fostna fil-
granet tal-festa. Fil-kontinent l-iehor tal-Awstralja
tlifna zewg t’ihbieb ohra. Qed nirreferi ghas-Sur
Frank Borg (ta’ Kejjillu) u s-Sur Mose Vella (tal-
Barkun) li qabel hallew Malta t-tnejn kienu jdoqqu
mal-banda. L-imhabba ghall-kazin gatt ma nagset u
dan kienu juruh fid-diversi drabi li huma zaru Malta
biex jiccelebraw maghna l-festa tal-Vitorja.

Fis-16 ta’ Mejju 2012 thabbret il-mewt tas-
Surmast Melliehi Carmelo Muscat (il-Kaptin). II-
Kaptin kien muzicist ta’ klassi fuq l-istrumenti tal-
korda u kompozitur mill-aqwa. Jien kelli x-xorti
li ndoqq taht id-direzzjoni tieghu meta huwa kien
Surmast Direttur tal-Ghaqda Korali u Orkestrali
Marija Bambina. Ghal snin twal il-Kaptin kien
d-direttur muzikali tas-sala Dun Edgar gewwa
I-Imgarr u kien f*hin qasir jikkomponi l-muzika
ta’ diska li kien jisma’ fuq xi recording ta’ tape jew
sahansitra tkun kantata mill-kantant stess quddiemu.
Dan meta ma kienx hawn it-teknologija tal-lum. II-
muzika tieghu zgur li ser tibqa’ tindaqq mill-banda
Imperial.

Fil-bidu ta’ Lulju miet Dun Nazzareno Caruana,
qassis mill-Mellieha u eks Direttur Spiritwali tal-
Kazin. Dan is-sacerdot kwiet u ta’ ftit kliem halla
impatt qawwi fil-parro¢¢i li fihom serva bhala
kappillan fejn bil-kwiet u l-perseveranza rnexxielu
jaghmel tibdil li zgur l-ebda kappillan qablu ma

www.imperialbandclub.com
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rexxielu. [I-Banda Imperial flimkien mal-Banda
La Vittoria tawh l-ahhar tislima fl-ahhar vjagg
tieghu gewwa I-Mellieha.

F’ingas minn gimgha wara l-funeral ta’ Dun
Nazzaren il-banda kellha tiehu sehem f’korteo
funebri iehor din id-darba tas-Surmast John Mamo
eks Surmast tal-Banda u Surmast Onorarju. Ghadni
niftakar kont tifel ta’ madwar 10 snin, meta missieri,
Guzepp Bartolo, Toni Caruana u John Vella
marru jkellmu lis-surmast biex jiehu d-direzzjoni
minhabba r-rizenja tas-Surmast Anthony Sammut.
Jien minhabba l-eta tieghi kont bqajt fil-karozza
quddiem il-garaxx tieghu f’Birkirkara nistenna bil-
herqa x’ser jigri. Ghalkemm kien lest li jaccetta din
il-kariga huwa qal lill-membri tal-kumitat li I-ewwel
ser imur ikellem lis-Surmast Sammut biex jivverika
jekk kienx hemm xi disgwid imbaghad jaghtihom
risposta. Fil-fatt huwa accetta li jiehu f’idejh il-
Banda Imperial bl-ewwel programm tieghu ikun
il-programm fl-gheluq il-hamsin sena mit-twaqqif
tal-Banda Imperial li kien ukoll 1-ewwel programm
li jien daqgejt mal-Banda meta hrigt indoqq. Is-
Surmast Mamo kien mahbub hafna, ta kontribut
siewi lill-Banda Imperial u hallielna wirt kbir
muzikali b’diversi mar¢i imma l-aktar ghal qalbna
huwa I-mar¢ popolari ‘Tal-Iljun’ li jindaqq hafna fil-
festa ta’ Marija Bambina. Zgur li I-hbiberija mal-
familja Mamo li ssawret, matul is-snin ser tibga’ u
I-memorja tas-Surmast ma ninsewha qatt. Il-Banda
Imperial hadet sehem fil-funeral tieghu b’daqq
ta’ marci funebri flimkien mal-Banda San Nikola
tas-Siggiewi u Sant’Elena ta’ Birkirkara 1li sar
gewwa Birkirkara. Il-gid li ghamlu dawn il-persuni
f’hajjithom ser nibqghu nghozzuh u ngawduh matul
il-hajja taghna. Nixtieq insellem ukoll il-memorja
ta> Guzeppi Azzopardi, Victoria Caruana u John
Grima, membri tas-socjeta li hallewna matul din is-
sena.

Fl-ewwel diskors tieghi bhala President, fil-
programm ta’ Hadd il-Palm, kont ghidt li ser nahdem
fuq miri zghar izda li konvint li eventwalment dawn
ser jaghmlu differenza kbira fi hdan is-soé¢jeta u li
kulhadd ghandu jhossu kburi li huwa parti minn din
is-socjeta. Hdimna u qeghdin nahdmu fuq process li
minnu ser tgawdi s-so¢jeta b’mod specjali I-banda.
Konvint li fi Zzmien il-festa naraw il-frott ta’ din il-
hidma. Hawn nixtieq nirringrazzja lill-kumitat li
unanimament accetta l-proposta li jien ressaqt kif
ukoll lill-persuni kollha koncernati talli accettaw
l-istedina li saritilhom. Nemmen li waqt dawn id-
diskussjonijiet is-sens komun rebah u l-partijiet

www.imperialbandclub.com
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kollha koncernati ghandhom ghax ihossuhom
kburin.

Nixtieq nirringrazzja lill-Vi¢i President Spiro
Grech li hdimna flimkien f’dawn id-diskussjonijiet
u I-kumitat tal-appogg kontinwu tieghu, kif ukoll lil
persuni kollha li tkellimna maghhom ghal maturita
li ntweriet u d-disponibilita min-naha taghhom.
Dawn l-esperjenzi jaghmluna kburin u ghandna
nitghallmu hafna minnhom ghaz-zmien li gej.

F’dawn il-ftit xhur kien imwaqqaf Kumitat Nisa
bi¢-Chairperson tinhatar is-Sinjura Carmen Cini.
Saret stedina lin-nisa membri fi hdan is-socjeta u
kien hemm numru sabih li accettaw li jkunu membri
ta’ dan il-kumitat. Dan il-Kumitat huwa ta’ ghajnuna
kbira lil Kumitat Direttiv fix-xoghol tieghu. II-
Grupp taz-Zghazagh ukoll qed jaghti s-sehem
tieghu gewwa l-kazin. L-ghajnuna taghhom hija
siewja u bhala kumitat ser ntuhom l-appogg taghna
fil-hidma taghhom. Fiz-zZmien li gej hemm hsibijiet
biex nsahhu l-istrutturi tat-taghlim muzikali fi hdan
is-socjeta u diga hemm pjan dwar dan.

Fil-prezent qed isir xoghol ta’ tisbih fil-kazin
u dan ghandu jkompli wara l-festa ta’ Marija
Bambina. Matul is-snin sar hafna tisbih u rrangar
f’hafna partijiet tal-kazin u li issa wasal iz-Zmien
li naghtu dehra ahjar lid-dhul principali tal-kazin
jigifieri fejn hemm il-Bar.

Ix-xoghol fuq il-plan¢ier miexi b’ritmu tajjeb
u sal-festa ser naraw aktar xoghol li nhadem matul
din is-sena. Dan ix-xoghol seta’ jkun possibbli biss
b’ghajnuna kbira volontarja ta’ diversi persuni li ma
ghandhiex kliem biex nirringrazzjhom.

Naghlaq dan il-messagg billi naghmel appell
lil kulhadd 1i jien dispost nisma’ u nitkellem ma’
kulhadd, ghalkemm wiehed jifhem li finalment
irid ikun il-kumitat li mbaghad jiehu d-decizjoni
finali. Hajr imur lejn shabi tal-Kumitat, Kumitat
Nisa, Grupp taz-Zghazagh, Surmast Direttur,
Assistent Surmast, Direttrici tal-Kor, shabi bandisti
u membri tal-Kor ghal hidma taghhom, lin-nisa u
l-irgiel ghall-appogg u I-pacenzja taghhom, lill-
membri u benefatturi tal-appogg taghhom. Il-hidma
taghna ghandha tkun li nkabbru Il-isem tal-Ghaqda
Muzikali Imperial. Nixtieq nirringrazzja lil dawk
kollha li baghtu l-awguri taghhom ghall-hatra tieghi
bhal President u ser naghmel hilti biex nahdem ghal
iktar ghaqda fost il-poplu Melliehi.

Nawgura I-Festa ta’ Marija Bambina t-tajba lil
kulhadd b’mod speé¢jali lil dawk li minhabba raguni
jew ohra ma jistghux jiccelebraw il-festa fizikament
maghna.
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Is-Soc¢jeta Muzikali Imperial hija wahda minn
dawk l-ghaqdiet li ghandna fil-Mellieha li tahdem bla
heda b’risq il-membri taghha u anke ghall-gid tal-
muzika fil-Mellieha. Nisthajjel 1i d-dirigenti ta’ din is-
socjeta jimxu hafna ma’ dak 1i qalet darba Anne Frank:
“L-ghazz jista’ jidher sabih, imma huwa x-xoghol li
jaghtik is-sodisfazzjon.”

Fil-fatt kien ta’ sodisfazzjon ghalija wkoll li tul
dawn l-ahhar hames snin bhala Sindku hdimt mill-
vi¢in mal-Ghaqda Muzikali Imperial. Snin li rawna
flimkien immexxu l-isem tal-Mellieha ’l quddiem.
Din is-so¢jeta dejjem ippartecipat b’impenn kull meta
ntalbet tkun parti minn xi attivita jew ohra. Insemmi
L-Iljieli Mellehin, I1-Milied Melliehi, I-inawgurazzjoni
ta’ gonna madwar il-Mellieha, il-Festa ta’ San Gwann
kif ukoll il-Festival tan-Nar, li ghall-ewwel darba sar
fil-Mellieha.

II-Banda Imperial kienet mistiedna anke barra
minn xtutna. Fl-ahhar snin inghatat il-possibilita li
tirrapprezenta ’l-Mellicha f’attivitajiet popolari fi
Sqallija.

Bhalma qalet Anne Frank, ix-xoghol huwa sors ta’
sodisfazzjon. Ghalhekk ma stajtx ma naghtix is-sehem
doveruz tieghi, kif ghamilt ma’ ghaqdiet ohra, biex din
is-soc¢jeta tgawdi minn fondi specjali tal-Gvern permezz
tal-Fond ghall-Kawzi Gusti. L-Ghagda Muzikali
Imperial inghatat flus minn dan il-fond li ged jintuzaw
biex itaffu l-ispejjez tal-bini tal-plancier. U dan kien ta’

Ix-Xoghol Huwa Sors
ta’ Sodisfazzjon

Robert Cutajar

Sindku

sodisfazzjon kemm ghalija u anke ghall-Ghaqda.

Mument importanti li esperjenzajna flimkien
matul l-ahhar xhur kien il-bidla fil-presidenza ta’
din 1-Ghaqda. Fil-fatt din ser tkun l-ewwel Festa tal-
Vitorja ghall-President il-gdid is-Sur Josef Borg li
permezz ta’ dan il-messagg nixtieq nawguralu hidma
sfiga b’risq is-Socjeta Imperial u l-membri taghha
kif ukoll b’risq il-Mellicha ghaziza taghna. Fl-istess
waqt irrid insellem u nirringrazzja lill-eks President,
is-Sur Guzepp Bartolo li kien ta’ gost u pjacir ghalija
li hdimna flimkien tul l-ahhar erba’ snin. Ad multos
annos Sur Bartolo.

Minn hawn u sena ohra, il-poplu Melliehi jkun gie
mitlub jaghzel Kunsill gdid. Jekk inkunx ged nerga’
nikteb messagg bhal dan fil-pubblikazzjoni ta’ sena
ohra ma jiddependix minni. Pero, jien dejjem lest li,
safejn nista’, nibqa’ naghmel hilti kollha sabiex nara
lill-Mellicha u dak kollu asso¢jat maghha dejjem
ahjar. Perswaz li dan huwa l-ghan tal-membri tal-
Ghaqda Muzikali Imperial ukoll u nirringrazzjakom
talli taghmlu hilitkom kollha biex tkomplu tmexxu din
l-ghaqda ’l quddiem.

Jalla bhas-snin ta’ qabel ikollna festa sabiha ad unur
il-patruna ghaziza taghna Marija Bambina. F’ismi,
f’isem shabi I-Kunsilliera u f’isem l-istaff tal-Kunsill
Lokali nawgura lill-membri u l-familji taghkom kif
ukoll lill-Mellehin kollha I-festa tajba.

Viva Marija Bambina.

grocery & confectionery
Mr & Mrs D. Vella

BELLA VEDUTA

delilabvella@botmail.co.uk

Bella Veduta
Triq ta’ Masrija
Il-Mellieba

Tel: 21521306
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Ingawdu

Zgur li mix-xhur kollha tas-sena, ix-xahar tal-
festa jkun l-aktar wiehed impenjattiv ghal kull kazin
tal-banda. Mhux biss jirrikjedi I-preparazzjoni tajba
tal-banda nnifisha, imma wkoll l-attivita socjali
kollha li kazin jitlob. Laqghat, festini, stedin,
programmi u l-kumplament. Dan kollu hu sabih
ghax johloq attivita mistennija mis-so¢i u membri u
dawk kollha li jiffrekwentaw il-kazin, fl-istess hin,
ghal dawk li huma responsabbli, il-kumitat, dan
johloq ugigh ta’ ras ghax min hu responsabbli jkun
jixtieq li kollox imur tajjeb u li kull attivita tirnexxi.

Kemm hu xieraq li waqt li naghmlu sewwa din
l-attivita kollha, fl-istess hin inzommu quddiem
ghajnejna l-iskop principali tal-festa—festa religjuza
lill-patruna tal-parroc¢¢a taghna. Il-kazini ta’ Malta
kollha, taghna inkluzi, twaqqfu principarjament
b’dan l-iskop, li joholqu muzika popolari — marci
— fil-festi religjuzi taghna. Tiehu pjacir li 1-baned
taghna, anke Ilum f’soéjeta x’aktarx lajka u
pluralistika, ghadhom izommu shah mal-kawza
ewlenija tal-holgien taghhom u jaghtu importanza
lill-valuri nsara mhux biss fil-jiem tal-festa imma
matul is-sena kollha kif jixhed is-sehem attiv
taghhom fil-hajja nisranija tal-parro¢¢a. Kemm
hi haga sabiha li tara 1-kazin jinkoraggixxi valuri
nsara! Niehu pjacir nara membri tal-kumitat u soci

I-festa shiha

(GiECTE) MuZ|kaI| Imperialle II Mellieha¥
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Fr Joe Caruana

Kappillan

jattendu ghall-funzjonijiet tal-knisja. F’postu hafna
li tara n-nies tal-kazin li jattendu ghall-funzjonijiet
u jersqu ghas-sagramenti, spe¢jalment tal-qrar u
t-tqarbin.

Tapprezza wkoll li fil-kazini jitrawmu valuri ohra
billi mill-istess kazin jigu organizzati attivitajiet
bhalma hu 1-ghoti tad-demm, xi gabra ghall-karita,
xi zjara lil xi dar tal-anzjani. Attivitajiet karitattevoli
bhal juru solidarjeta umana u nisranija li taghmel
parti mill-pedament tal-fidi nisranija.

Fl-istess hin hu ta’ sodisfazzjon kbir li I-kumitati
tal-baned taghna juru ghaqal u maturita kbar billi
jiehdu hsieb iwarrbu kull esagerazzjoni, pika bla
sens, tghajjir u kull ma jista’ jwassal ghall-firda jew
glied kemm fuq livell ta’ familja u kemm fuq livell
parrokkjali. Dan 1-ghaqal hu tal-akbar sodisfazzjon
ghalija u tal-akbar gieh ghall-kazini taghna, imgiba
responsabbli wagqt il-festi li taghmilni tassew kburi
li jien Melliehi.

Nawguralkom ilkoll 1-isbah xewqat ghall-festa.
Jalla Marija Bambina, il-Vitorja, izzejjinna b’festa
mill-isbah biex hekk naghtuha gieh kif jixirqilha,
nikbru fl-imhabba lejn Binha Gesu kif tridna
naghmlu hi u niehdu pjacir flimkien ta’ parrocca/
familja li ahna.

Il-festa t-tajba.
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u Progress
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Nuqqas ta’ Stabilita u nuqqas ta’
progress igibu warajhom argumenti u
konflitti.

Din is-sitwazzjoni zgur ma kinitx fil-Kazin
Imperial tul is-sena li ghaddiet. Ikun hemm Zmien
meta dak li jkun jahseb li kollox wieqaf jew kwazi,
imbaghad tara l-affarijiet, jew sejhilhom progetti
zghar jew kbar, jirxuxtaw minghajr hafna daqq ta’
trombi, fil-kaz taghna trumbetti.

Tiskanta kif f’sezzjoni tal-kazin ikun ghaddej
progett bin-nies jahdmu, sintendi volontiera, u
f’sezzjoni ohra, qisu ma qieghed jigri xejn, pero
meta tkun mehtiega 1-ghajnuna, inzel sal-bar u min
jinzerta hemm, arah ihalli I-flixkun tal-birra fuq il-
mejda u tara nofs tuzzana rgiel gejjin biex jaghtu
dik in-naqgra ghajnuna li tkun trid minn ghandhom.
Tieqaf tahseb u tghid, mela mhux wehidna geghdin,
kulma trid taghmel hu li titlob.

Hemm hafna mezzi kif wiehed jista’ jghin,
ghandek dawk 1i jdahhlu jdejhom fil-but minghajr ma
jkun jaf hadd, hemm dawk li jaghmlulek il-kuragg u
hemm dawk li jahdmu. Kultant tibda taqta’ qalbek
u tghid m’ahniex ser naslu, perd meta tara hekk, ix-
xoghol tibda tarah jew thossu ehfef. L-importanti kif
nahseb jien hu li nimxu bil-galbu, ma narawx kbir,
u fejn ma naslux din is-sena, naslu sena ohra. Bl-
appog¢ li ghandna mill-membri taghna naslu zgur.

Spiro Grech
Vici President

Minn hawnhekk nixtieq nirringrazzja lill-Kumitat
kollu tal-pacenzja li jiehu bija u meta ngerger xi
ftit, nizgurakom li l-intenzjoni dejjem tkun wahda
pozittiva. Grazzi

It-Tmexxija tas-Socjeta Imperial

Kellna ftit ¢aqliq fit-tmexxija tas-Socjeta taghna.
Nibda biex nifrah lil siehbi Josef Borg ghall-hatra
¢dida li ghandu ta’ President.

Naf li fiz-zmien tal-lum mhux facli, 1i naf Zgur hu
li Josef huwa bniedem kapaci u jaf jiehu dec¢izjonijiet
f’waqthom. Jista’ jhares lura u jimxi fuq I-istess passi
li mexa fughom sehibna, l-eks President Guzepp
Bartolo, li ghal dawn l-ahhar 13-il sena mexxa lis-
Soé¢jeta b’serjetd kbira. Grazzi Guz u nawguralek.
Meta ma jkollokx x’taghmel taf fejn ghandek tigi.
Josef, jalla tmexxi lis-So¢jeta Imperial bil-galbu u
twassalha fejn jixraqilha li tkun fis-snin li gejjin.

Nifrah ukoll lil siehbi Norbert Vella ghall-hatra
ta’ Segretarju Generali li wiret minghand Josef Borg,
piz mhux hafif, pero naf li hu intelligenti u kapaci.
Nawguralkom.

Ma rridx ninsa nsellem lil siehbi I-eks Vici
President Charlie Hiher. Jalla I-Madonna tal-Vitorja
taghtik 1-ghajnuna. Nixtieqlek sahha habib.

Insellem lil shabi membri u nixtieq lilhom u lill-
Mellehin kollha, festa ta’ ferh u divertiment.

CARMEL VELLA & SONS LTD.

GENERAL WHOLESALERS
CONFECTIONERY LINES, CIGARETTES,
CIGARS & TOBACCO

“Arcadia”, George Borg Olivier Str., Mellieha
Tel: 21 520883, 9949 6643, 9949 8855
cvelsons@maltanet.net

www.imperialbandclub.com
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Ghall-ewwel darba gieghed nikteb f’dan il-ktieb
tal-festa bhala Segretarju Generali ta’ din 1-Ghaqda
wara li fis-Seduta Generali li saret nhar is-Sibt, 25
ta’ Frar 2012, il-membri tal-kazin tellghuni f’din il-
kariga dagshekk importanti fi hdan il-Kumitat.

Kienet sena impenjattiva hafna ghas-socjeta
taghna fejn, wara I-festa tal-Vitorja li ghaddiet, il-
kumitat kompla x-xoghol ta’ tisbih fil-kazin kif
ukoll fuq il-plan¢ier.

Ghat-tieni sena konsekuttiva, is-Sezzjoni
Zghazagh tal-Ghaqda taghna regghet tellghet
wirja ohra, fejn din id-darba t-tema maghzula
kienet dik ta’ ‘Arti u Kollezzjonijiet’. Grupp kbir
ta’ zghazagh hadmu bla wagqfien biex din il-wirja,
li kienet mifruxa fuq ghaxart ijiem, tkun success.
Id-donazzjonijiet kollha migbura gew moghtija lil
Puttinu Cares Foundation. Barra minn din l-attivita,
l-istess zghazagh organizzaw harga biex immorru
naraw il-film ‘Imhabba fuq il-Gholja’, fejn ammont
kbir ta’ nies gew maghna biex jarawh. Parti kbira
minn dawn l-istess zghazagh huma wkoll membri
tal-banda u l-kor u ghalhekk il-hidma taghhom
timlieni b’kuragg ghall-gejjieni tal-kazin, li tant
nghozzu.

Haga ohra 1i timlieni b’sodisfazzjon kbir hija
x-xandir dirett li ahna ilna naghmlu kull sena fil-
festa ghal diversi snin. Kien bhal-lum tlettax-il sena
meta holma tieghi u ta’ Joe Borg, ‘Tal-Boy’, saret
realta. Minn dakinhar ’il hawn qatt ma harisna lura,
u f’dawn l-ahhar snin, barra l-attivitajiet ta’ barra,
bdejna nxandru I-funzjonijiet kollha tal-knisja li
jsiru wagqt il-festa. Din is-sena, ghall-ewwel darba,
xandarna wkoll il-festa tal-knisja t’isfel b’mod
dirett. Xandira ohra diretta li ghamilna kienet il-
Festival tan-Nar li sar gewwa I-Mellieha nhar il-25
t’April 2012. Minn hawn nixtieq nirringrazzja lil
dawk kollha li tawna I-ghajnuna biex stajna naghmlu
dan kollu. Fejn ix-xandir dirett ma kienx possibbli,
ahna ghamilna mill-ahjar li stajna biex nirrikordjaw
l-attivita u tellghajna kollox fuq is-sit elettroniku

Festa mill-Isbah
f’Armonija ta’ Hbiberija

Segretarju Generali

GhaqdaMuzikali Imperlal II Melliehaw

Festa 201 27

Norbert Vella

taghna www.imperialbandclub.com. Niehdu pjacir
jekk tibaghtulna l-kummenti u s-suggerimenti
taghkom fuq info@imperialbandclub.com.

Din is-sena, il-Banda u 1-Kor kienu impenjati
hafna. Ezatt wara li ghaddiet il-Vitorja, bdew il-
preparamenti ghall-programm li jsir fil-festa tal-
knisja t’isfel u hadna sehem ukoll waqt il-Festival
tan-Nar li semmejt aktar ’il fuq. Sar ukoll recording
ta’ sett gdid ta’ mar¢i li se jindaqqu fit-toroq fis-snin
li gejjin. Ta’ min isemmi li, wara nuqqas kbir ta’
snin, il-Banda taghna regghet telghet iddoqq gewwa
Ghawdex, pre¢izament gewwa x-Xewkija ghall-
festa ta’ San Gwann 1-Ghammiedi. Barra minn
hekk, il-Kor rega’ ghamel il-kuncert gewwa l-bitha
tas-Santwarju. Dawn ikomplu jzidu mas-servizzi u
I-programmi i jkollna ta’ kull sena.

Din is-sena wkoll kellna I-hatra tas-Sotto
Kumitat tan-nisa ghas-snin li gejjin. Dan il-kumitat
jghin hafna matul is-sena fejn jidhol fund raising,
fejn, kull l-ewwel Erbgha tax-xahar, isir coffee
morning li jattendu ghalih numru sabih ta’ nies.
Barra minn hekk, jiehdu hsieb it-tindif tal-kazin, kif
ukoll jippreparaw ghar-ricevimenti li jkun hemm
matul is-sena gewwa l-kazin.

Kif geghdin taraw, il-hidma taghna mhijiex biss
matul il-gimghatejn tal-festa izda tkun mifruxa
tul is-sena kollha. Dawn l-attivitajiet izommu lis-
So¢jeta dejjem hajja.

Naghlaq dawn il-kelmtejn billi nirringrazzja lis-
Sur Joseph Bartolo ghall-hidma twila ta’ 52 sena li
huwa ghamel fil-kumitat tal-kazin. Nixtieq nawgura
lis-Sur Josef Borg ghall-kariga gdida ta’ President
li qieghed jokkupa, u ninsab konvint li ser ikompli
miexi fuq it-tajjeb li ghamlu ta’ gablu. Barra minn
hekk nirringrazzjah tal-ghajnuna kbira li huwa tani
f’dawn il-ftit xhur 1i ilni nokkupa din il-kariga ta’
Segretarju Generali.

Nixtieq naghti 1-kondoljanzi tieghi lill-familjari
ta’ dawk kollha 1i hallewna matul din is-sena,
spe¢jalment lill-familjari ta’ Mro John Mamo li

www.imperialbandclub.com
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halliena fis-16 ta’ Lulju 2012. Apparti li kien is- Naghlaq billi nawgura festa mill-isbah,
Surmast tal-Banda, huwa kien ukoll habib kbir tal-  f’armonija ta’ hbiberija, lill-Mellehin kollha, lil
familja tieghi. Ma kinux jilhqu jarawni li ma kinux hutna l-emigranti 1i geghdin fostna, kif ukoll lil
isagsuni kif inhuma tal-familja. Nirringrazzjah dawk kollha li gqeghdin isegwu kollox minn fuq
ukoll tal-tezor kbir li hallielna gewwa l-kazin bil- l-internet. Fl-ahhar, izda mhux Il-inqas, lill-morda
marc¢i sbieh 1i huwa kiteb, spe¢jalment tal-Innu  kollha li sfortunatament ma jistghux ikunu maghna.
Mar¢ ‘Tal-Iljun’. Viva l-Banda Imperial. Viva Marija Bambina.

George’s BaKery

22, Main Street, Mellieha
Tel: 21 520685

SALA IMPERIAL

|deali ghal ricevimenti tal-Maghmudijiet,
tal-Pracett, tal-Grizma, tal-Engagements u
ghal kull attivita socjali ohra.

Ghal aktar informazzjoni avvicinaw
lill-membri tal-Kumitat, jew cemplu
fuq in-numri tat-telefown:

21 523467 u 21 520536

www.imperialbandclub.com
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Il-festa regghet waslet. Sena tghaddi gisha
holma. Din is-sena, inhatar kumitat gdid u hawn
nixtieq nghid grazzi lill-membri tal-fiducja li wrew
fija matul dawn is-seba’ snin li ghaddew u ghas-
sentejn li gejjin. Grazzi mill-qalb tal-generozita
taghkom.

Nixtieq nghid grazzi lill-eks President is-Sur
Joseph Bartolo, li tant ta kontribut kbir lis-socjeta
taghna, tal-pariri li kien jaghti u tax-xoghol siewi
li kien u ghadu jaghmel wara dan iz-Zmien kollu u
nixtieqlu aktar sahha.

Din is-sena x-xoghol baqga’ sejjer spe¢jalment
fuq il-planc¢ier. L-ispejjez dejjem jikbru u dejjem
trid tara minn fejn se jidhlu aktar finanzi. Kien
hemm rispons qawwi min-naha taghkom u allahares
li ma kienx dan u x-xoghol volontarju. Dawn il-
volontarji gieli ghamlu granet u gimghat jahdmu
u jhallu x-xoghol personali taghhom lura. Xoghol
iehor huwa dak li beda jsir fuq id-dawra tat-tarag
biex b’hekk ikompli jissebbah il-kazin. Dawn
kollha jinvolvu spejjez kbar, flimkien ma’ spejjez
ohra li jinqalghu minn gurnata ghal ohra matul is-
sena kollha.

Nixtieq insemmi wkoll li tiehu gost meta tara
lI-attendenza sabiha tal-bandisti li jaghtu I-kontribut
taghhom mill-ahjar li jistghu u b’hekk inaqqsu
l-ispejjez biex ingibu bandisti barranin. Biex
nghid kollox, is-Surmast Direttur flimkien mal-
Assistent tieghu jaghmlu minn kollox biex jghallmu
I-istudenti u jhajru xi bandist gdid, imma dan mhux
dejjem jirnexxi ghax xhin kwazi jkun tghallem ma
jibgax jigi ghal xi raguni jew ohra. Dan ifisser

ek rdids b b 4 e b A e

Segretarju Finanzjarju

GhaqdaMuzikali[lmperial(s/lzMelliehaw
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Anthony Schembri

spejjez zejda ghaliex l-ghalliem jithallas, izda
l-ikbar sodisfazzjon ikun meta dak il-bandist gdid
tarah idoqq mal-banda. Dan ged jigri ghax forsi jkun
tghallem strument b’xejn? Ghalhekk inheggigkom
sabiex min forsi ttraskura xi ftit jerga’ jkompli minn
fejn halla. B’hekk inkunu nistghu nkomplu nkabbru
I-Banda Imperial.

Hawn nixtieq inheggeg lil kull min jista’ jaghti
xi kontribut b’xi sengha jew b’xi mod iehor. Dan
jista’ javvic¢ina xi membru tal-Kumitat u bhal dawk
ta’ qabilna zgur li wara jhoss sodisfazzjoni kbir u
jhossu kburi li jkun ta minn dak li jaf ghall-gid tal-
Kazin.

Ma nistax ma nghidx kelmtejn fuq l-emigranti
li tant jaghmlulna kuragg bil-kontribut taghhom.
Hsibijiethom dejjem fuq il-kazin. Jifthu l-internet
u jzuru s-sit elettroniku tal-Ghaqda taghna u
b’hekk jaraw dak kollu li jkun ghaddej gdid fil-
kazin. Imbaghad b’tant hegga u mhabba dawn
I-emigranti jibdew jigbru l-flus ghal dak il-progett
li jkun qgieghed isir. Haga tassew sabiha u ta’ dan
nirringrazzjahom f’isem il-Kumitat kollu.

Naghlaq dan il-messagg tieghi billi nirringrazzja
lil shabi tal-Kumitat ghall-ghajnuna fejjieda
taghhom. Ringrazzjament iehor imur lil hafna
benefatturi, volontiera u membri, flimkien ma’
dawk kollha li jirreklamaw f’dan il-ktejjeb ghax
minghajrhom ma jistax ikollna Socjeta kif ghandna
[lum.

Grazzi wkoll lill-komunita Mellehija kollha
ghall-generozita taghha ta’ matul is-sena.

Nawgura l-festa t-tajba lil kulhadd.

Heggu lil uliedkom jitghallmu
I-Muzika mal-Banda Imperial

www.imperialbandclub.com
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Ghaddiet sena ohra u ergajna wasalna biex
nic¢elebraw il-festa ta’ Marija Bambina. Il-festa
huwa zmien ta’ hafna attivitajiet u impenji li wiehed
ikun ipprepara ghalihom matul is-sena li tkun
ghaddiet. Wara kull festa kulhadd jerga’ jmur lura
ghar-rutina tas-soltu u jerga’ jibda xoghol iehor.

Ix-xoghol fil-kazin ma jieqaf qatt. Din is-sena
I-kumitat haseb biex jaghti dehra gdida lis-sulari
ta’ fuq tal-kazin. Saret hidma kbira minn hafna
volontarji biex dan ix-xoghol ikun jista’ jsehh. Minn
hawn nixtieq nirringrazzja lil dawk kollha 1i b’xi
mod jew ichor taw 1-ghajnuna taghhom. Barra minn
dan ix-xoghol, il-kazin jirrikjedi diversi xoghlijiet li
jingalghu minn Zmien ghall-zZmien.

Barra x-xoghol ta’ manutenzjoni li jsir fil-kazin
matul is-sena, ikunu organizzati wkoll diversi
attivitajiet li jgibu hafna xoghol maghhom. Fost

Zmien ta’ Hidma

o4t

John Schembri

Direttur

dawn insibu 1-Coffee Morning ta’ kull xahar,
ikliet u ghat-tieni sena konsekuttiva l-wirja li
tigi organizzata mill-grupp zghazagh tal-Ghaqda
Muzikali Imperial. Bhas-sena 1-ohra, il-wirja gibdet
numru ta’ nies li apprezzaw ix-xoghol esebit u ghal
darb’ohra kienet ta’ suc¢c¢ess. Minn hawn naghti
prosit lil dawn iz-zghazagh ta’ din I-inizjattiva biex
itellghu din il-wirja.

Nixtieq naghlaq dan il-messagg billi nirringrazzja
lil shabi tal-Kumitat u I-membri u benefatturi
kollha li dejjem taw 1-ghajnuna taghhom matul is-
sena. Nawgura l-festa t-tajba lill-Mellehin kollha
specjalment l-anzjani u I-morda li ma jistghux ikunu
maghna wagqt il-festa u lil dawk l-emigranti kollha li
jinsabu maghna ghall-festa tal-Vitorja.

Il-festa t-tajba lil kulhadd.

SELMUN

Bar & Restaurant

Large Groups are Welcome

Specialising in Maltese Dishes, Rabbit,
Horse Meat, Quails, and Delicious Pizza.

LIVE Sport events on BIG SCREEN

TAL-FNIEK

www.imperialbandclub.com
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Wara sena ohra, insellmilkom. II-Kummissjoni
Nisa fi hdan I-Imperial issa ilha aktar minn ghoxrin
sena. Bi pjacir nghid 1i I-membri taghha bqajna
konsistenti nahdmu ghal din is-so¢jeta.

Din is-sena kien imiss li nergghu niffurmaw dan
il-kumitat. In-numru tal-membri ghal dan il-kumitat
kiber u tela’ ghal ghaxra. Ghalija u ghall-Ghaqda
Imperial dan huwa ta’ sodisfazzjon kbir, ghax juri
fidu¢ja fil-kumitat ta’ qabel.

Filwaqt 1i nirringrazzja I-membri kollha tal-
kumitat ta’ gabel tax-xoghol siewi u mill-galb li
taw fis-snin li ghaddew, nilqga’ maghna lil dawk
il-membri godda li se jiffurmaw dan il-kumitat il-
¢did. Dawn kollha jithmu s-sinifikat ta’ kumitat
ghax kollha hadmu f’dan is-settur gabel, ghalhekk
ninsab certa li se nahdmu tajjeb flimkien.

Flimkien se nibqghu naghtu sehemna u nkomplu
fix-xoghol taghna b’attivitajiet li nafu li joghgbu lill-

KummissjoniNisa

Ghaqda|Muzikalilmperials llzMellichaW
: *

Festal2012%

Carmen Cini

membri fi hdan din 1-ghaqda. I1-Coffee Morning ta’
kull xahar baqghet izzid fil-popolarita u kellna wkoll
hargiet kemm kulturali u kif ukoll ta’ divertiment.

Ta’ dan nghid grazzi lill-kumplament tal-kumitat
shabi, kif ukoll lill-kumitat Direttiv tal-fidu¢ja li
dejjem uriena. Ma’ dawn nirringrazzja wkoll lil
dawk il-membri shabna li jaghtu sehemhom bil-kbir
meta nigu bzonnhom avolja ma jiffurmawx parti
minn dan il-kumitat.

Ma nistax naghlaq dan il-messagg minghajr
is-soltu tislima lil shabna morda u anzjani li naf li
ghalkemm mhumiex prezenti fil-kazin, geghdin
maghna fl-ispirtu. Ma ninsewhom qatt.

Nawgura l-festa t-tajba lill-kumitat u 1-membri
tal-Ghaqda Muzikali Imperial u lill-Mellehin kollha,
spe¢jalment dawk hutna emigranti li geghdin fostna
biex ji¢celebraw il-festa ta’ Marija Bambina.

Commando

Bar & Restaurant

— Commando -
> B

FAMILY RUN

Misrah iz-Zjara tal-Papa,
Mellieha,
Malta
Tel: 2152 3459
Mob: 79730900

ek bbb b 4 e b A e

www.imperialbandclub.com
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Il-Vizjoni
I &

Ftit tal-gimghat ilu gie f’idejja sunett, li 1-eks
President tar-Repubblika ta’ Malta, 1-Avukat Anton
Buttigieg kiteb f1-1956, fl-okkazjoni tal-Gublew
tad-Deheb lill-Banda San Gejtanu tal-Hamrun, li
taghha huwa serva ghal numru kbir ta’ snin bhala
President.

Lil Banda “San Gejtanu” Hamrun
fl-okkazjoni ta’ gheluq il-hamsin sena ta’
ghomorha
Anton Buttigieg

Orpheus ghadda mat-triqat tal-Grecja
Idoqq hlewwiet tal-ghageb bis-suffara,
U kaxkar ghal warajh tad-daqq bis-seher
Il-blat u s-sigar u l-gharghar tax-xmara.
Ja Banda SAN GEJTANU bhal Orpheus
Ghaddejt timmarc¢ja mat-trigat Maltija,
U mieghek int kaxkart, mhux blat u sigar,
’mma l-qlub li ghandhom fihom l-armonija.
Ja Banda SAN GEJTANU ssokta miexja,
Naddaf il-qlub bid-daqq, naqgihom sewwa
Mill-korla, mill-mibeghda u l-ebusija,
U mliehom kollha gmiel u sliem u hlewwa
Issokta miexja bla ma qatt tixjieh,
Sakemm thobb biss it-Tajjeb u s-Sabih!

Ghalkemm dan is-sunett, li geghdin nirriproducu
ghall-benefi¢¢ju tal-qarrejja, inkiteb specifikament
ghall-Ghaqda tal-Muzika San Gejtanu, inhoss li dak
li hass Buttigieg ’il fuq minn hamsa u hamsin sena

| tal-Ghaqdiet Mu2|kaI|

Surmast Direttur

l

"ﬁ,. -~Mro Anthony Borg

ilu, ghadu jghodd ukoll ghall-Ghaqdiet Muzikali
Maltin u Ghawdxin illum.

F’dan is-sunett, Anton Buttigieg, filwaqt li
jirrikonoxxi 1-gid kbir li wettqu matul is-snin
I-ghaqdiet muzikali fil-gZejjer taghna, jurina
x-xewqa tieghu ghal dawk il-valuri li fughom
ghandhom jibnu hidmithom I-istess ghaqdiet
jigifieri 1i jhobbu t-tajjeb u s-sabih. Nemmen li
dawn huma I-valuri li ghandhom jispiraw il-hidma
taghna I-ghaqdiet muzikali.

Nixtieq minn dawn il-kolonni nsellem il-memorja
tal-membri tal-Kazin li nghaqdu mal-Hallieq matul
dawn l-ahhar tnax-il xahar, partikolarment lill-pittur
Gorg Fenech, lis-Surmast Carmel Muscat, lil Dun
Nazzareno Caruana u lis-Surmast John Mamo,
li b’mod jew b’iehor dejjem inkuraggewni biex
inkompli naghti s-sehem tieghi fi hdan 1-Ghaqda
Muzikali Imperial.

Nixtieq inrodd hajr lill-President Onorarju tal-
Ghaqda Muzikali Imperial is-Sur Joseph Bartolo
tal-hidma kbira li wettaq matul is-snin b’risq din
l-istess ghaqda. Kien ta’ unur li tul dawn l-ahhar
erbatax-il sena hdimna flimkien biex inkomplu
mmexxu |-Banda u I-Kor ’il quddiem. Nixtieq
nirringrazzjah tal-appogg kontinwu li dejjem sibt
minghandu, matul dawn is-snin.

Xieraq ukoll li nsellem u nirringrazzja lil kull
min b’xi mod jew b’iehor ta l-kontribut tieghu biex
il-Banda u 1-Kor Imperial kellna sena muzikali ohra
ta’ success. GRAZZI HAFNA.

Nawgura festa mill-isbah lil kulhadd.

ID-DROGA TEQIRDEK...
Hajtek f’idejk... TITLIFHIEX!!

www.imperialbandclub.com
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This is the time of year when I usually write
an article to let everyone know what the Imperial
Choir has been doing over the last twelve months.
We have been extremely busy, as usual and you will
find details of our numerous engagements elsewhere
in this magazine.

We have just given our annual summer choral
concert and, as I reflect on our achievements, I
thought that I would share some of my thoughts on
choral singing with you.

I have always sung in choirs — at church, primary
school, secondary school and university. I sang in
choral societies and chamber choirs in the UK and
now sing in Malta with the New Choral Singers.
I have also been conducting choirs for over thirty
years so my ideas are based on over fifty years of
experience .

Most people join a choir because they want
to enjoy themselves and have a good time whilst
making music. So what makes a good choir member?
The most important factors are commitment and
self-discipline. These can be shown in so many
ways but the most important one is simply to turn up
to rehearsals regularly. Leading on from this is the
need for punctuality. Persistently being late shows a
lack of respect for your fellow musicians and choral
singing is all about teamwork and consideration for
others.

The final results produced by a choir depend on
every single individual. It’s no good thinking that
your fellow singers will cover you through the bits
that you don’t know, or haven’t bothered to learn!
If every singer thought in this way then there would
be no choir. It’s by paying attention at rehearsals
that you learn and improve. You need to be engaged
with what is going on at all times, even if it does
not directly involve you. You should listen to others
in your section so that you stay in tune and blend
better whilst paying heed to the other parts and to
the conductor.

- The Imperial
Ladies Choir 2012

(ECTE MuZ|kaI| Imperlal II Melliehal

Shirley Helleur
B.A, LRAM, LT.CL,PG.CE.

It’s also really important to listen to your own
voice and analyze what you are doing.

When singing in a concert think about the
lyrics and put your heart into communicating with
the audience. Don’t just stand there and sing or,
(even worse) shout. If in doubt, behave as if you
know what you are doing. Don’t let the audience
— and especially the conductor — know that you
are floundering. Try to relax and SMILE. A great
choir member wants to get the music right and the
concerts to be the best that they can be.

What should a choir expect from their conductor?

They should expect clarity with regard to
directions. A conductor has to be decisive so that
the singers know exactly what is expected of them.
They have to be enthusiastic, inspirational and able
to generate excitement in the rehearsal room. They
need lots of patience as no two singers learn in
exactly the same way and allowances have to be
made, however frustrating this can be as you try to
keep smiling whilst rehearsing the same passage for
the umpteenth time!

A confident approach is vital as choir members
can smell fear and react to it very quickly. A good
sense of humour is probably the most important
requisite for any choral director for so many reasons!

If a choir member has had a bad day at work,
home or school, what would be the best way to wind
up your musical director?

Never be satisfied with the starting pitch of a
piece. Always moan that it is too high or too low.

Complain about the rehearsal room — the lighting,
draughts, the temperature — anything will do. This is
really effective if the conductor is under pressure
preparing for a concert!

Bury your head in the music just before important
cues.

At dramatic moments in the music start to mark
your copy.

Look at your watch frequently during rehearsals

www.imperialbandclub.com
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and sigh a lot. Find an excuse to leave a rehearsal
15 minutes early so that the rest of the choir become
restless and fidget a lot.

Talk through all instrumental introductions so
that you have no idea of the tempo or tonality of
the piece or when to come in. (Some people have
a gift for multi-tasking. Mariella is a real master at
this. She never misses anything and [ have NEVER
managed to catch her out !)

Rustle your music as much as possible when
looking for scores or turning pages. (Even better —
don’t keep your music in the folder so all the loose
sheets are mixed up and often end up on the floor).

Slump in your chair or sit in a strange yoga-like
position whilst attempting to sing.

When asked to mark your music find that the
entire section has only one pencil between them and
then make a big fuss about it.

I could go on but some of the ladies may be
worrying that I will share their own foibles with you
all. Remember — people join a choir because they
want to have fun and socialize with other singers.

Well, the ladies of the Imperial Choir have got that
bit right! Thank you to all of the singers for their
commitment this year.

Thank you to all of the ladies who help me set
up and pack away the keyboard — such a simple
thing but I really do appreciate it. Thanks to Carmen
for her help with the library and to Ruth for her
secretarial skills.

Congratulations to Marisa and Melita for their
tasteful solos this year. Many of the choir have
shown great commitment by organizing their very
complicated family lives in order to allow them to
continue singing and I appreciate their dedication to
the choir.

Thank you to Odette for organizing our social
functions - we are all looking forward to our next
pizza evening. Over the coming weeks the choir
will be studying hard in order to get their parts right
for their Mellieha Nights programme and for the
festa concert on September 2™. Remember ladies,
keep smiling whatever happens and your audiences
will love you.

weww driftercorhine.com cabyidritercorhire.com

aoriter

24 hour service

to redeem voucher
call +356 2152 3535
& quate voucher 1

voucher on all
cab / minibus service &
ulrpuri Jrn‘;.msfers

o

p.neh-'w mrasleha i 1027 oo <354 2153 1535 - m o+ 258 F9ET 3535

Ca Kanani

Pizzeria » Bar ® Restaurant
3 Main Street,
Mellieha

Tel: 21522562

Take Away Pizza
also available

Alex Briffa — Chef
Alfred Xuereb — Manager

Try our Pizza and you won't
be disappointed

www.imperialbandclub.com
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TAKE AWAY

2, Triq in-Nahal, Mellieha
Tel.2701 9724 M0b.9972 4724 « Email:dyummies@gmail.com

Al olle SELAN &

Daily prepared fresh baguettes * Home made beef burgers
Fish & chips * Wraps, ¢ Salads  Chips * Chicken kievs
Chicken Nuggets & much more..

Y albe serve bieakfisd, fiot dega - ebials

Cold Drinks, Hot Beverages, Mineral Water, Beer, Wine and Ice-Creams

OPENALLDAYS .. (SudeycLOSED)

Jevon s

Discount Supermarket

A Large Selection o
Local & Foreign Wine

it Shop

Fruits & Vegetables Free Delive ry
27,Gorg Borg Olivier Street, Mellicha MLH 05

Tel: 21 523 546  Mobile: 99 473 825

www.imperialbandclub.com
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[I-Banda taghna, bhal baned ohra, tehtieg
hidma kontinwa matul is-sena kollha sabiex tkun
organizzata kif jixraq. Fl-ahhar xhur kellna numru
sabih ta’ servizzi li kienu jinkludu programmi
muzikali. Hawn insemmi l-programm tal-festa tat-2
ta’ Settembru, ta’ Hadd il-Palm u dak tas-Santwarju
fl-ahhar Hadd ta’ Settembru. Kienu programmi
impenjattivi li gew esegwiti b’livell accettabbli
hafna u li nizlu ghasel mal-udjenza numeruza li
attendiet ghalihom. Naturalment, dan kollu seta’
jsir grazzi ghan-numru sabih ta’ bandisti tal-post li
bir-ragun kollu niftahru li ghandha 1-banda taghna.
Flimkien mal-Kor dawn jaghtu s-sehem taghhom
is-sena kollha billi jattendu ghall-provi u s-servizzi
numeruzi li ghandha l-banda fil-kalendarju taghha.
Insemmi wkoll ix-xoghol siewi u d-dedikazzjoni
tas-Surmast Direttur u 1-Kumitat kollu.

Gheziez genituri, qieghed infakkarkom li
s-Socjeta taghna toffri t-taghlim tal-muzika minghajr
hlas u tipprovdi wkoll l-istrument lil kull min ikollu
interess li jitghallem. Mela x’qed tistennew? Heggu
’] uliedkom!

o4t

Philip Schembri

Ghalliem

Wagqt li gieghed intemm dawn il-kelmtejn tieghi,
geghdin jghiduli li s-Surmast John Mamo halliena.
Filwaqt 1li nsellimlu u nitlob ghalih, infakkar fil-
hidma kontinwa tieghu matul is-snin li dam imexxi
I-banda. Hu kien wiehed mill-pilastri tas-Socjeta
taghna. Ahna dogna mill-wirt tieghu hafna qabel
ma miet ghax hallielna b’tifkira tieghu 1-Innu Mar¢
immortali “TAL-ILJUN” li ser jibqa’ jfakkarna fih.
Grazzi Ganni Mamo ta’ dak kollu li ghamilt maghna
u |-Mulej jaghtik il-mistrieh ta’ dejjem. Naghti
I-kondoljanzi lis-Sinjura tieghu u I-kumplament tal-
familja sabiha tieghu.

Infakkarkom ukoll fil-memorja tas-sacerdot
Melliehi Dun Nazzaren Caruana eks Direttur
Spiritwali tal-Kazin taghna, u fil-Maestro Carmelo
Muscat, il-Captain, li wkoll tlifnihom f’dawn
l-ahhar granet. Naghti I-kondoljanzi lill-familji
taghhom ukoll.

Filwaqt li nirringrazzja lis-Surmast, il-
Kummissjoni Banda u 1-Kumitat flimkien mal-
bandisti tal-istima taghhom lejja, jien naghti 1-festa
t-tajba lil kulhadd.

Tel: 2752 4547 (home)
Mob: 9947 7427

DAILY FRESH IS BEST

Door to Door Free Delivery

Prop. M. Micallef

www.imperialbandclub.com
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Spend €100

and get one of the following for FREE

3 Fackets x L Water 5 x 5L Saft drinks
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to deduct from your next shopping

V' @HOPPER o o2
DISCOUNT SUPERMARK
Carrefour

E=d Main Street, Mellleha, MLH 2317 D +3s6 21523192 [ shoppers@maltanet.net

FREE DELIVERY including to Any Yacht Marina m
N N J



woo vypuuedmans E&&J
DY
92a11$ 1papdozIy uyag ungy
JAIOFT DUDLOUT]

W0 DIOUNA0dMIN0BFUONDALISAL
m.._.m..___E =3 )
0¢0I ¢5l¢ 1L

UOUDALISIY JO]

SPADAUO wdpg s EEL__.
Apop uadg

00S2] IV
Apop ysif ysauf Guiodas auistn’) upIuDLIP I

LU 4 \ﬂ
NS \ \ \ \ _“, nupioundSinzniudisou
S 10710 [RURIDS

) ] 1 4
o [, J F
LA




o £ 2

1 ta’ Settembru 2011

Delegazzjoni mill-Kumitat attendiet ghall-
programm vokali u strumentali tal-festa mtellgha
mill-Ghaqda Korali u Orkestrali Marija Bambina.

4 ta’ Settembru 2011

Delegazzjoni mill-Kumitat attendiet ghall-
festin tal-festa fil-Kazin tal-Partit Laburista tal-
Mellieha.

Delegazzjoni mill-Kumitat attendiet ghall-
programm muzikali mtella’ fl-okkazjoni tal-festa
mis-Socjeta Filarmonika ‘La Vittoria’.

9 ta’ Settembru 2011

Il-President u 1-Kumitat attendew ghall-ftuh tal-
Iljieli Mellehin organizzati mill-Kunsill Lokali tal-
Mellieha.

11 ta’ Settembru 2011

II-Kor Imperial esegwixxa programm vokali
fl-okkazjoni tal-Iljieli Mellehin organizzati mill-
Kunsill Lokoali tal-Mellieha fil-bitha tas-Santwarju
taht id-direzzjoni ta’ Mro Shirley Helleur.

14 ta’ Settembru 2011

Delegazzjoni mill-Kumitat attendiet ghall-
festin tal-festa fil-Kazin tal-Partit Nazzjonalista tal-
Mellieha.

25 ta’ Settembru 2011

Fl-okkazjoni  tal-festa  tal-Madonna tas-
Santwarju sar mar¢ mill-Banda Imperial u wara sar
programm vokali u strumentali mill-Banda u 1-Kor
Imperial f’Misrah iz-Zjara tal-Papa.

29 ta’ Settembru 2011

Sar il-funeral ta’ Vitorin Caruana, membru tal-
kazin. Indaqqget fanfarra u membri tal-kumitat
akkumpanjaw waqt il-funeral.

GhaqdaMuzikali Imperlal II Melliehaw

Festa 20125

2 t'Ottubru 2011

Fil-Kazin Imperial saret zZjara minn Kor ta’ rgiel,
eks pulizija mid-Danimarka fejn dawn kantaw ukoll.
Din saret bil-kollaborazzjoni tal-Kunsill Lokali tal-
Mellicha. Wara sar riceviment fl-istess Kazin.

4 ta’ Novembru 2011
[l-President u s-Segretarju attendew ghall-ftuh
ta’ wirja ta’ pittura fil-Kazin ‘La Vittoria’.

13 ta’ Novembru 2011

Giet organizzata quddiesa fil-Knisja Parrokkjali
ghar-ruh il-mejtin kollha tas-Soc¢jeta Imperial.
F’din il-quddiesa ha sehem il-Kor Imperial.
Wara sar korteo ghac¢-Cimiterju fejn indaqqet
fanfarra mill-membri tal-Banda Imperial, sar
it-tberik tal-ogbra u tpoggew fjuri fuq l-istess
ogbra.

18 ta’ Novembru 2011

Fl-okkazjoni tal-festa ta’ Santa Katarina, il-
Kor Imperial ha sehem waqt quddiesa li saret fil-
kappella tas-Sorijiet Agostinjani tal-Klawsura fil-
Belt Valletta.

19 ta’ Novembru 2011

Delegazzjoni mill-Kumitat attendiet ghall-
quddiesa fil-Kon Katidral ta’ San Gwann, il-Belt
Valletta, fl-okkazjoni tal-festa ta’ Santa Ceéilja,
organizzata mill-Ghaqda Kazini tal-Baned. Wara
hadu sehem fl-isfilata tal-Baned.

24 ta’ Novembru 2011

Delegazzjoni mill-Kumitat attendiet ghall-ftuh
tal-wirja ‘Il-Festa, Vetrina taghna 1-Maltin’, li saret
f’Montekristo Estates, fejn il-Kazin tal-Banda
Imperial ha sehem f’din l-esebizzjoni.

www.imperialbandclub.com
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2 ta’ Dicembru 2011

Saret l-ikla annwali ghall-bandisti u membri tal-
Kor Imperial flimkien man-nisa u l-irgiel taghhom
fil-Kazin.

3 ta’ Dicembru 2011
Delegazzjoni mill-Kumitat attendiet ghall-
programm muzikali mtella’ mill-Banda ‘La

Vittoria’ fis-Sala tal-Kullegg Marija Regina tal-
Mellieha.

4 ta’ Dicembru 2011

L-Ghaqda Muzikali Imperial hadet sehem bl-
istandard tal-Kazin waqt wirja li saret fil-Kazin tal-
Banda ‘La Vallette’ fil-Belt, Valletta.

8 ta’ Dicembru 2011
[I-Banda Imperial hadet sehem fil-Festa tal-
Kuncizzjoni gewwa Bormla.

9 ta’ Dicembru 2011

Delegazzjoni mill-Kumitat attendiet ghall-
programm vokali mtella’ mill-Ghaqda Korali u
Orkestrali Marija Bambina, fis-Santwarju.

16 ta’ Dicembru 2011
Delegazzjoni mill-Kumitat attendiet ghall-ftuh
ta’ wirja ta’ presepji mtellgha mill-Art Club 2000.

17 ta’ Dicembru 2011

I1-Kor Imperial esegwixxa programm t’Ghanjiet
tal-Milied gewwa New Paradise Bay Hotel, i¢-
Cirkewwa.

18 ta’ Dicembru 2011

[I-Banda Imperial esegwiet programm ta’
Ghanjiet tal-Milied gewwa The Riviera Hotel and
Spa, il-Mellieha.

20 ta’ Dicembru 2011

[I-Banda Imperial daqget programm ta’ Ghanjiet
tal-Milied gewwa 1-Mellieha Holiday Centre, il-
Mellieha.

22 ta’ Dicembru 2011

I1-Kor Imperial esegwixxa Kuncert Korali taht
it-tinda fil-Pjazza tal-Parro¢¢a fl-okkazjoni ta’
Milied Melliehi organizzat mill-Kunsill Lokali tal-
Mellieha.

23 ta’ Dicembru 2011
I1-Kor Imperial esegwixxa programm t’Ghanjiet
tal-Milied gewwa Ramla Bay Resort, il-Mellieha.

www.imperialbandclub.com
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24 ta’' Dicembru 2011

[I-Banda Imperial esegwiet programm ta’
Ghanjiet tal-Milied taht it-tinda fil-Pazza tal-
Parroc¢ca fl-okkazjoni ta’ Milied Melliehi organizzat
mill-Kunsill Lokali tal-Mellieha.

26 ta’ Dicembru 2011

I1-Kor Imperial esegwixxa programm t’Ghanjiet
tal-Milied gewwa 1-Maritim Antonine Hotel & Spa,
il-Mellieha.

27 ta’ Dicembru 2011
II-Banda Imperial daqgqet programm t’Ghanjiet
tal-Milied fid-Dar tal-Anzjani, fil-Mellieha.

30 ta’ Dicembru 2011

Saret harga kulturali ghall-wirjiet ta’ Presepji
madwar Malta organizzata mis-sezzjoni zghazagh
tal-Kazin Imperial.

31 ta’ Dicembru 2011

Dinner Dance tal-ahhar tas-sena fil-Kazin.

2 ta’Jannar 2012
I1-Kor Imperial esegwixxa programm t’Ghanjiet
tal-Milied fid-Dar tal-Anzjani, fil-Mellieha.

28 ta’ Jannar 2012

Il-President u I-Kumitat tal-Ghaqda Muzikali
Imperial flimkien mal-Banda ‘La Vittoria’
akkumpanjaw fil-funeral ta’ Anthony Gauci,
membru onorarju tas-Socjeta Filarmonika ‘La
Vittoria’.

29 ta’Jannar 2012

I1-President u I-Kumitat attendew ghall- quddiesa
organizzata mill-familjari tas-Sur John Stellini
li miet fl-Amerika. John Stellini kien membru
onorarju tal-Kazin Imperial.

5ta’Frar 2012

[I-Banda Imperial esegwiet programm muzikali
flimkien mal-Kor ‘Regina Ceoli’, fis-sala tal-
Iskola tal-Imgarr, fl-okkazjoni ta’ ‘Jum I-Imgarr’
organizzat mill-Kunsill Lokali tal-Imgarr, Malta.

25 ta’Frar 2012
Saret is-Seduta Generali fil-Kazin Imperial fejn
gie mahtur il-Kumitat il-gdid.

2 ta’ Marzu 2012

II-President, il-Kumitat Direttiv u 1-Kumitat tan-
Nisa attendew ghal attivita fil-Golden Sands Hotel
fl-okkazjoni ta’ Jum il-Kunsill organizzata mill-
Kunsill Lokali tal-Mellieha.
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4 ta’ Marzu 2012

Membri tal-kumitat attendew ghall-quddiesa
fil-Parroc¢ca tal-Mellieha fl-okkazjoni ta’ ‘Jum il-
Kunsill’ organizzata ghall-ghaqdiet Mellehin mill-
Kunsill Lokali tal-Mellieha.

24 ta’ Marzu 2012

Delegazzjoni mill-Kumitat attendiet ghar-
riceviment fil-Kazin Nazzjonalista tal-Mellieha
f’gheluq il-25 sena anniversarju mill-ftuh
tieghu.

27 ta’ Marzu 2012

IlI-Kor Imperial ha sehem fil-ftuh tal-Mejda tal-
Appostli fic-Centru Parrokkjali. Delegazzjoni mill-
Kumitat attendiet ghal din l-okkazjoni.

28 ta’ Marzu 2012

Sar il-funeral ta’ John Grima, membru tal-
Kazin. Indaqget fanfarra u membri tal-Kumitat
akkumpanjaw waqt il-funeral.

Fuq stedina mill-President u 1-Kumitat tas-
So¢jeta Filarmonika La Vittoria, delegazzjoni mill-
Kumitat attendiet ghall-inawgurazzjoni tal-Mejda
tal-Appostli fl-istess Kazin.

1 t'April 2012

Kuncert annwali mill-Banda u 1-Kor Imperial
fis-Sala tal-Kullegg Marija Regina tal-Mellieha fl-
okkazjoni tal-Gimgha Mqadsa.

20 t’April 2012

Fil-Kazin Imperial sar il-ftuh ta’ wirja t’Arti u
Kollezzjonijiet, mis-Sindku tal-Mellieha, is-Sur
Robert Cutajar, li kienet organizzata mis-Sezzjoni
Zghazagh tal-Kazin Imperial.

21 t'April 2012
Delegazzjoni mill-Kumitat attendiet ghat-tberik
tal-Ghid li sar fil-Kazin tal-Banda ‘La Vittoria’.
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22 t'April 2012

Saret zjara mill-membri tal-Kumitat tal-Banda
San Gorg ta’ Bormla, gewwa 1-Kazin Imperial bit-
Tazza tal-Hbiberija.

25 t'April 2012

[I-Banda Imperial hadet sehem fil-Festival
Internazzjonali tal-Loghob tan-Nar li sar fil-
Mellieha.

5 ta’ Mejju 2012

Saret harga ghall-film ‘Imhabba fuq il-Gholja’
li kien ged jintwera fis-swali ta¢-¢inema lokali
organizzata mis-Sezzjoni Zghazagh tal-Kazin
Imperial.

6 ta’ Mejju 2012

Grupp mis-Sezzjoni Zghazagh ipprezentaw
il-flus migbura fil-wirja t’Arti u Kollezzjonijiet,
lill-Puttinu Cares waqt maratona fil-Marsa Sports
Grounds.

17 ta’ Mejju 2012
Zjara kulturali minn studenti tal-Kullegg Marija
Regina tal-Mellieha, fil-Kazin Imperial.

18 ta’ Mejju 2012

Delegazzjoni mill-Kumitat akkumpanjat waqt il-
funeral ta’ Mro Carmel Muscat flimkien mal-Banda
‘La Vittoria’ u I-Kor u Orkestra Marija Bambina.

19 ta’ Mejju 2012

Saret zjara minn grupp ta’ zghazagh mill-Latvja
u mill-Mellieha fil-Kahin Imperial organizzata mill-
Kunsill Lokali tal-Mellieha.

2 ta’ Gunju 2012

Delegazzjoni mill-Kumitat attendiet waqt ic-
¢erimonja tat-tberik tal-Ghid fi¢-Centru Laburista
tal-Mellieha.

www.imperialbandclub.com
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10 ta’ Gunju 2012

Daqq ta’ fanfarra fil-Purc¢issjoni ta’ Corpus
Christi. Membri tal-Kumitat akkumpanjaw wagqt il-
purcissjoni.

15 ta’ Gunju 2012

Daqq ta’ fanfarra mill-membri tal-Banda fil-
Pur¢issjoni tal-Qalb ta’ Gesti. Membri mill-Kumitat
akkumpanjaw wagqt il-purcissjoni.

15 ta’ Gunju 2012

Sar kuncert strumentali mill-Youth Wind
Orchestra ta’ Zwickau, il-Germanja fil-Pjazza tal-
Parroc¢¢a bil-kollaborazzjoni tal-Kazin tal-Banda
Imperial flimkien mall-Kunsill Lokali tal-Mellieha.

21 ta’ Gunju 2012

[I-Banda u 1-Kor Imperial hadu sehem wagqt il-
Festa tal-Hgejjeg ta’ San Gwann organizzata mill-
Kunsill Lokali tal-Mellieha fil-Pjazza tal-Parrocca.

23 ta’ Gunju 2012
[I-Banda Imperial hadet sehem fil-festa ta’ San
Gwann fix-Xewkija, Ghawdex.

8 ta’ Lulju 2012
[I-Banda Imperial hadet sehem fil-festa tal-
Madonna tal-Karmnu ¢celebrata fil-Fgura.

10 ta’ Lulju 2012
[I-Banda Imperial hadet sehem fil-festa ta’ San
Sebastjan i¢celebrata f’Hal Qormi.

12 ta’ Lulju 2012

II-Banda Imperial flimkien mall-Banda ‘La
Vittoria’ hadet sehem wagqt il-funeral ta’ Dun
Nazzaren Caruana. Delegazzjoni mill-Kumitat
akkumpanjat fil-funeral.

18 ta’ Lulju 2012

[I-Banda Imperial hadet sehem wagqt il-funeral
ta’ Mro John Mamo, eks Surmast Direttur tal-istess
Banda. Flimkien mall-Banda Imperial hadu sehem
ukoll il-Banda Sant’Helena ta’ Birkirkara u I-Banda
San Nikola tas-Siggiewi. Delegazzjoni mill-Kumitat
akkumpanjat wagqt il-funeral.

www.imperialbandclub.com

20 ta’Lulju 2012

Kuncert Korali mill-Kor Imperial flimkien mall-
muzi¢isti Carmen Caruana u Eleonor Vella, fil-Bitha
tas-Santwarju.

28 ta’ Lulju 2012

Delegazzjoni mill-Kumitat attendiet ghall-
Premjazzjoni lill-Isportivi Mellehin organizzata
mill-Kunsill Lokali tal-Mellieha.

9 t'Awwissu 2012
Il-President u s-Segretarju attendew ghall-ftuh
uffi¢jali tal-lukanda Seabank, fil-Mellieha.

14 t'Awwissu 2012
II-Band Imperial hadet sehem fil-festa ta’ Santa
Marija ¢celebrata fil-Mosta.

16 t'Awwissu 2012

[l-President u 1-Kumitat attendew ghall-ftuh tal-
[jieli Mellehin organizzati mill-Kunsill Lokali tal-
Mellieha.

18 t'Awwissu 2012

Kuncert mill-Kor Imperial fis-Santwarju tal-
Madonna tal-Mellicha fl-okkazjoni tal-Iljieli
Mellehin organizzati mill-Kunsill tal-
Mellieha.

Lokali

19 t'‘Awwissu 2012
1I-Banda Imperial hadet sehem fil-festa ta’ Santa
Marija ¢¢elebrata fl-Imgarr, Malta.

26 t'Awwissu 2012
[I-Banda Imperial hadet sehem fil-festa ta’ San
Guzepp i¢celebrata fil-Manikata.
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o Lil dawk kollha li nghataw 1-Onoreficenzi ta’ Gieh il-Melliecha u Rikonoxximent il-Mellieha. Dawn
kienu s-Sur Gaetano Buttigieg, is-Sur Joe S. Grech, Dr Grace Grima, u s-Sur Chris Borg.

e Lil Steven Fenech, bandist mall-Banda Imperial u membru tal-Kumitat, li flimkien ma’ Mandy Ghio
rebhu diversi kompetizzjonijiet fl-International Wheelchair Dance Championship. Huma rebhu 4
kampjonati tal-Ballroom, 2 kampjonati tal-Latin American u kampjonat tax-Showdance. Steven rebah
ukoll il-premju ta’ Atleta bi Bzonnijiet Spe¢jali 2011 waqt SportsMalta Awards.

¢ Lil Ryan Cauchi li flimkien ma’ Kelly Chircop, rebhu I-ewwel post fil-Youth Class B fil-Mediterranean
Open Dance Festival, fil-Malta Open Championships u 1-Malta Open Dance Competition. Barra minn
hekk huma gabu rizultati tajbin hafna fil-kompetizzjoni WDSF Dancesport gewwa Spanja.

e Lil David Bartolo li f’Novembru 2011 kien onorat bid-Degree of Bachelor of European Studies
(Honours) mill-Universita ta’ Malta.

e Lil Kristina Marie Vella li giet fit-tielet post fil-kompetizzjoni internazzjonali SuperTmatik Mental
Maths minn fost 212,000 parte¢ipant minn 53 pajjiz madwar id-dinja.

e Lil Jason Grech, bandist mall-Banda Imperial, u lill-mara tieghu Tania li fil-21 ta’ Lulju 2012 inghaqdu
fis-sagrament taz-zwieg.

* Lill-kunsillier Clayton Bartolo u lill-mara tieghu Jessica li fil-31 ta’ Marzu 2012 inghaqdu fis-sagrament
taz-zwieg.

e Lil Martin Grima li rebah premju prestigjuz fil-prodotti agrikoli u tal-ghasel waqt wirja agrikola tal-
Imnarja fil-Buskett.

e Lil Stephanie Debono li ggradwat b’success bhala Second Lieutenant mir-Royal Military Academy of
Sandhurst fl-Ingilterra.

e Lil Kimberly Camilleri li rebhet kompetizzjoni lokali organizzata mill-Unjoni Ewropea li taghmel parti
mill-progett tal-UE msejjah Galileo.

e Lil Guido Debono li gie mistieden biex ikun parti minn gurija internazzjonali ghall-kampjonat kulinarju
msejjah Campionatul International de Gatt. Din kienet it-tieni darba li huwa ha sehem f’kampjonat
simili gewwa r-Rumanija.

e Lil Ira Pelinku li rrapprezentat lill-Mellieha f’kompetizzjoni ta’ sbuhija organizzata minn Gaffiero
Productions.

e Lil Mia Debono li giet maghzula mit-tim Nazzjonali ta’ Malta sabiex tilghab mal-Under 13.

* Lil Liam Gauci li flimkien mal-iskola SKSM Karate Malta ha sehem f’Kampjonat Internazzjonali tal-
Karate gewwa l-Ingilterra fejn huwa rebah erba’ midalji.

www.imperialbandclub.com
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e Lil Thea Gauci li kklassifikat fit-tieni post fil-festival tal-kant organizzat f’Di¢cembru 2011, fejn kienet
akkumpanjata bi zfin minn Dianne Cutajar.

* Lil Enya Magri li rebhet 6 midalji fil-World Championships of Performing Arts li saru f’Hollywood.

e Lil Alexia Micallef u Kylie Vella li gew maghzula sabiex jiehdu sehem fil-musical “Joseph and the
Amazing Technicolour Dreamcoat”, mtella’ mill-Hoi Polloi Theatre Productions.

* Lill-kast kollu u dawk kollha li kellhom x’jagsmu mal-pantomima ‘Il-fazola, is-sidrijau ...?’
* Lill-kast kollu u dawk kollha li kellhom x’jasqmu mal-musical bil-Malti ‘Imhabba fuq il-Gholja’.

e Lil fuq minn 1,500 persuna li hadu sehem fil-pelligrinagg penitenzjali 1i jsir kull sena fil-lejl ta’ bejn
Hamis ix-Xirka u 1-Gimgha Kbira li jitlaq mis-Santwarju tal-Mellieha ghall-knisja tal-Isla.

e Lill-muzic¢isti Mellehin Chris Grech, Julian Grech u Jordan Cutajar li flimkien ma’ shabhom ippartec¢ipaw
bil-band taghhom Nomad Son fis-sitt edizzjoni tal-Hammer of Doom Festival li sar gewwa I-Germanja.

e Lil William Chetcuti, tiratur, li nghata 1-Midalja ghall-Qadi tar-Repubblika mill-E¢¢ellenza Tieghu
I-President ta’ Malta George Abela fl-okkazjoni tas-sebgha u tletin sena ta’ Malta Repubblika. William
rebah ukoll il-premju Sportiv tas-sena 2011 waqt SportsMalta Awards.

* Lil Kevin Vella li rebah il-kompetizzjoni tal-Isnooker organizzata mill-Kunsill Lokali tal-Mellieha.

* Lil Alex Borg li rebah il-kampjonat nazzjonali tal-Isnooker ghall-hdax-il darba u kif ukoll il-Masters.

Premier tal-futbol fil-loghba li ntlaghbet fl-Istadium NaZZJonah f’Ta’ Qali.

e Lill-Mellieha Athletics Club li gew inkurunati champions ghall-istagun 2011/2012 tal-MAAA Road
Running, tellieqa li saret f’Marsaskala.

e Lit-tim tal-volleyball tat-tfajliet Mellieha Tritons li rebhu l-kampjonat Nazzjonali tat-Tieni Divizjoni.

e Lil dawk l-isportivi Mellehin rebbieha tal-premju fid-dixxiplina sportiva taghhom li gew onorati mill-
Kunsill Lokali tal-Mellieha.

e Lill-istudenti Mellehin li ggradwaw mill-Universita ta’ Malta.

* Lil Emanuel Cini li nghata I-Onorificenza Gieh il-Banda Santa Marija 2012 ghad-disinji tal-pjanti u Ko-
ordinatur tal-Binja tal-Kazin mis-So¢jeta Filarmonika Santa Marija, Iz-Zebbug, Ghawdex.

e Lil Dr Keith Attard DVM li rnexxielu jiggradwa fil-Medicina Veterinarja gewwa Perugia, I-Italja..

GREYSTONE

PUB & RESTAURANT
Now also serving'Pizza

Open from 9.00am till late for breakfast, lunch and dinner.
All your favourite football games and Formula 1 live on plasma screens.
Take-away also available. Fully Air-Conditioned
154, Gorg Borg Olivier Street. Mellieha « Tel: 2152 3499, Mob: 9944 6621

www.imperialbandclub.com
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20-08-2011 George Fenech (Pittur) Membru Onorarju tal-Kazin

30-08-2011 Guizeppi Azzopardi Membru tal-Kazin

28-09-2011 Victoria Caruana Membru tal-Kazin

22-12-2011 Frank Borg Membru tal-Kazin

22-12-2011 Mose Vella Membru tal-Kazin

20-01-2012 John Stellini Membru Onorarju tal-Kazin

28-03-2012 John Grima Membru tal-Kazin

09-07-2012 Dun Nazzaren Caruana Eks Direttur Spiritwali tal-Kazin
16-07-2012 Mro John Mamo Surmast tal-Banda Imperial (1980-1997)

Christopher

Sciberras

"“. a2 &£
‘m 86 Triq I-Gholjiet

Triq il-Fortizza Mellieha _ .
Tel: 21520080 « Mob: 7905 1874 lI-Mellieha

E-mail: greenvalley.ra@gmail.com

This Discount Store with

daily Fresh Fruit and vegetables! Car & TrUCk Batteries

Wo exre gpen 77 depp & week :
(o G40 Tl 400 Delivered to your door

Sundays and public Holidays
from 8.00am till 1.00pm

prlingbamepmim 9947 4043

Join our loyality card!

www.imperialbandclub.com
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Il-festi huma okkazjoni li permezz taghhom
nahsbu u nimmeditaw fuq il-hajja tal-qaddisin li
I-festa ghalihom tkun waslet biex tigi ccelebrata.

Hija okkazjoni fejn wiehed jammira I-qlubija,
jew id-dedikazzjoni tal-persuna mqaddsa lejn Alla.
Hafna mill-qaddisin ma bezghux mis-sagrific¢ju,
jew li jehduha kontra l-kurrenti ta’ zmienhom. Min
spicca martri, min intefa’ f’habs, ohrajn waqqfu
istituzzjonijiet li permezz taghhom it-tixrid tal-
Kelmat’Alla nzammet hajja sa zminijietna b’diversi
modi u bl-ezempji li huma taw.

Mill-Madonna u San Guzepp, sa kull persuna
li I-Knisja elevat ghad-dinjita tal-artal, ilkoll
iddedikaw hinhom biex il-verita tkun maghrufa,
specjalment fis-snin bikrija tal-Kristjanezmu.

Il-partitarji tal-baned fid-diversi bliet u rhula
Maltin u Ghawdxin ghandhom, waqt li jkunu qed
jiccelebraw fil-festa taghhom, ma jongsux mir-

‘‘‘‘‘

i Messagg mill-Ghaqgda

J.C. Azzopardi
Segretarju

rispett lejn dawk li jkunu jappartienu - jekk ikun il-
kaz - lil xi kazin tal-banda iehor, jew partitarji ta’
festa ohra, ghaliex b’mod fratern, kulhadd ghandu
dritt jiccelebra I-festa tal-qaddis jew qaddisa tieghu,
bil-baned, bin-nar u 1-briju, imma kollox ghandu jsir
b’moderazzjoni, b’rispett lejn haddiehor, b’dinjita u
dekor.

Hu xieraq ghalhekk li bhala nsara u segwaci
tal-festa f’gieh Marija Bambina fil-Mellieha, ahna
naghmlu festa li permezz taghha nisimghu 1-Kelma
t’Alla, niccelebrawha mal-hbieb u I-familjari taghna
fit-toroq fil-prezenza wkoll tal-barranin 1i jigu
jagsmu maghna I-kultura 1i tkattret f’dan is-settur
matul il-milja tas-snin, kif ukoll ma’ bosta Maltin u
Ghawdxin ohra li huma dilettanti tal-festa Maltija.

L-Ezekuttiv  tal-Ghaqda Kazini tal-Banda
jawguralkom il-Festa t-Tajba.

SAMMY BUTTIGIEG
¢ikkigy

FRUIT WHOLESALER
Eggs, Vegetables and Fruit Supplier to Hotels, Caterers and Vendors.

I-Mithna, St. Luke Str., Mellieha, MLH 1150 Mob: 9988 3773 Tel: 21 523497, 21 520615

www.imperialbandclub.com
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- Wirja t'Arti

Ghat-tieni sena konsekuttiva, wara s-success tal-
wirja ‘Arti u Artigjanat Melliehi” fl-2011, il-grupp
taz-zghazagh fi hdan 1-Ghaqda Muzikali Imperial
hass il-htiega li terga’ tittella’ wirja gewwa s-sala
tal-ghaqda bit-tema ‘Arti u Kollezzjonijiet’. Din
is-sena d-donazzjonijiet migbura mill-wirja marru
kollha b’risq Puttinu Cares.

[l-wirja ttellghet bejn 1-20 u d-29 t’April fejn
kien hemm xejn inqas minn 21 esebitur, kollha
Mellehin. Ix-xoghlijiet esebiti kienu jvarjaw minn
pitturi, santi religjuzi, armamenti tal-gwerra, brieret
ta’ uffi¢jali tal-militar ta’ nazzjonijiet differenti,
muniti, holoq tal-hjata mpittrin ta’ pajjizi differenti,
albums tal-futbol, bolol, kaxxi tas-sulfarini, jokers
tal-karti tal-loghob, biros, ritratti tal-karozzi tal-
linja antiki, tazzi tax-xorb u karozzi.

Il-wirja giet inawgurata mis-sindku tal-Mellieha
s-Sur Robert Cutajar u mbierka mill-Kappillan Fr
Joe Caruana, nhar 1-20 t’ April, fejn dakinhar kienu
mistiedna membri minn kull ghaqda 1li ghandna
gewwa l-Mellieha kif ukoll rapprezentant ta’ Puttinu
Cares, is-Sur Simon Pace.

Minn hawnhekk nixtieq nirringrazzjah tal-
attendenza tieghu. F’din il-lejla gie moghti certifikat
lil kull esebitur bhala apprezzament ghas-sehem
tieghu f’din il-wirja. Nixtieq niehu din l-opportunita

GhaqdaMuzikali Imperlal II Melliehaw
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u Kollezzjonijiet

Clayton Vella

biex nirringrazzja lis-Sur John Sammut, direttur
ta’ JDS Furniture, ghall-materjal 1i ghogbu jislifna
sabiex setghet tigi attrezzata s-sala u tkun tista’
tittella’ I-wirja. Hajr ukoll imur lill-Kunsill Lokali
tal-Mellieha.

Kif semmejt fil-bidu ta’ dan l-artiklu, ghall-
wirja kellna 21 esebitur li hadu sehem u dawn
kienu Nicole Pace — Pitturi, Esmeria Bartolo —
Pitturi, John Vic Borg — Pitturi, Joe Vella Caruana
— Bolol, David Bartolo — Bolol, Charles Muscat —
Bolol, Gary Gauci — Pittura, Fiona Vella Ciangura
— Pitturi, Joseph Vella — Tazzi tax-xorb, Wistin
Vella — Biros, Joseph Scicluna — ritratti tal-karozzi

www.imperialbandclub.com
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tal-linja antiki, Joe Vella Caruana — Jokers tal-karti
tal-loghob, mudelli ta’ suldati, Patrick Scerri — Santi
Religjuzi, John Sammut — Albums tal-World Cup,
Jimmy Muscat — Armamenti tal-Gwerra, Muniti
antiki, Norbert Cini — Helicopters, Joe Azzopardi —
Bolol, Mark Borg — Karozzi, Euros u karti tal-flus
antiki, Maria Cini — Holoq tal-hajt, David Sciberras
— brieret ta’ uffi¢jali tal-militar, Tony Saliba — Kaxxi
tas-sulfarini.

Is-somma sabiha migbura waqt din il-wirja
kienet ta’ €760 u din is-somma giet ippreZentata
mill-grupp taz-zghazagh waqt l-open week ta’
Puttinu Cares li saret bejn 1-4 u s-6 ta’ Mejju u li
dehret live fuq il-mezzi tax-xandir. Dakinhar gie
pprezentat ¢ekk tal-flus migbura.

Naghlaq dan l-artiklu billi nirringrazzja lill-
esebituri kollha 1i hadu sehem f’din il-wirja li
minghajr 1-ghajnuna u l-appogg taghhom ma
setghetx tkun possibbli, lil shabi z-zghazagh tal-
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ghajnuna u x-xoghol li ghamilna flimkien bhala
team wiehed u fl-ahhar u mhux l-inqas lil dawk
kollha li gew izuru din il-wirja, tal-kummenti
pozittivi li hallew u tad-donazzjonijiet taghhom
b’risq Puttinu Cares.
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Limitations
only go so far

o Pippa Roberts

One of the most known residents of Mellicha
is Steven Fenech. Since his return to Malta from
Australia in 1993 he has become synonymous with
Mellieha and is a passionate supporter of anything
from Mellieha. A talented musician he plays tenor
saxophone and is a member of the Imperial Band
Club in Mellieha and dances Latin American
& Ballroom with his partner Mandy. His happy
go lucky personality is well known throughout
Malta and also in the International dancing world.
Now ranked 3™ in the world in Ballroom & Latin
American he spends his time at the competitions,
making friends and promoting Malta and in particular the Malta Open Dance Spectacular, which
will be taking place at the University Sports Hall
Msida on 24%/25" November 2012.

The past year has been very successful and after
winning both categories of the Malta Open Dance
Spectacular in 2010, Steve & his partner went on
to win to date ten other International titles. Quite
an achievement. One of the qualities that makes
him successful is his dedication to “doing it right”
and never giving up; something that was instilled in
him by his mother and father at a very young age.
Practice makes perfect is his motto and he is always
trying to achieve more.

New dancers soon learn that Steve will show
them how to do it right and patience is certainly his
virtue when he shows the wheelchair dancers how
to move their wheelchair better. One of his pet hates
is that disabled people are not treated with respect
when it comes to access to buildings, parking
and other social issues. On his Facebook you can
see pictures of bad access, etc, making the reader
wonder who is disabled!

Steve is proud of his town and country and with
the achievements he has had to date they should
both be proud of him.

www.imperialbandclub.com
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Bhala membru tal-Kumitat fi hdan din is-Socjeta
ghal dawn l-ahhar tlieta u sittin sena kelli spiss
I-okkazjoni li nikteb kelmtejn fil-ktejjeb li tohrog
is-Socjeta fl-okkazjoni tal-Festa. Izda mill-memorja
tieghi qatt ma kelli 1-okkazjoni nesprimi l-hsibijiet
tieghi dwar kif tul dawn is-snin kollha jien rajt u
ghext tibdil kbir f’dan ir-rahal tant ghaziz ghalina.

Twelidt fil-Mellieha stess nhar 1-14 ta’ Marzu,
1924 jigifieri, tmienja u tmenin sena ilu fi Triq il-
Parroc¢¢a fuq l-istess art fejn illum noqghod. Dak
iz-zmien niftakar Triq il-Parroc¢ca bla ebda tarmak
anzi t-toroq kollha kienu mharbtin. Hafna tfal
barra hafjin u jilaghbu bil-bo¢¢i. Dak iz-zmien il-
Mellicha kienet tikkonsisti biss f’madwar erba’
toroq mill-Main Road sa Triq il-Mithna 1-Gdida.
Anki fil-pjazza tar-rahal 1-art kienet maghmula mit-
trab ghalkemm il-parapett kien ga jezisti. In-nisa
kienu ghadhom jilbsu l-ghonnella u Il-irgiel kienu
jilbsu s-sdieri u t-terha.

Il-kazin tal-Banda Imperial kien ga jinsab fejn
gieghed illum imma I-bini kien wiehed antik u mhux
il-bini maestuz li ghandna llum. L-istess Kazin kellu
sahansitra bitha u gardina fejn kienu jsiru t-teatrini
u xi festivals tal-kant. Niftakar izda I-kazin ta’ La
Vittoria fil-pjazza u mhux fuq il-parapett fejn jinsab
illum.

Dak iz-zZmien il-festa ta’ Marija Bambina
kienet tikkonsisti biss fi tlett ijiem. Iz-zewg
baned kienu jdoqqu f’kull jum tal-festa. It-
toroq u l-kazini ghall-festa kienu jizzejnu
bil-fanali u dwal taz-zejt. Kien ikun hemm
persuna inkarigata sabiex tixghel dawn id-
dwal kull jum tal-festa. Zgur li dak iz-zmien
ma kinux jezistu ’l hafna attivitajiet li jsiru
[lum qabel il-festa fosthom BBQ’s, kuncerti
u affarijiet ohra. Nar tal-art minn dejjem
niftakar izda tal-ajru ma kienx ikollna. Dak
iz-zmien ma niftakar l-ebda ghaqda ohra fil-
Mellieha ghall-kuntrarju tal-lum il-gurnata.

Anki I-mar¢i ta’ filghodu dak iz-Zzmien ma -

FH Ej.
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_il-Mellieha Tinbidel

Anthony Caruana

Bandist Anzjan

kinux jezistu. L-ekwivalenti tieghu kienu jsiru lejlet
il-festa mis-siegha ta’ wara nofsinhar sal-hamsa
ta’ filghaxija. Dan il-mar¢ kien jitlag minn fejn is-
Santwarju sal-Pjazza tal-Parro¢¢a. Kienet iddoqq
banda wahda kull sena. Ma kienx ikun mar¢ bhal
tal-lum u ma kienx ikun hemm nies jagbzu quddiem
il Banda Wiehed irid izomm f ’mohhu li l-festa
li mhux minn dejjem kienet rlkonoxxuta bhala festa
pubblika u allura hafna nies kienu jkunu xoghol.

Dak iz-zmien fil-Mellieha kienet issir ukoll il-
festa ta’ San Guzepp li fiha I-baned kienu jdoqqu
darba kull wiehed skont kif imisshom, kif ghadha
s-sistema llum fil-festa tas-Santwarju.

[llum il-gurnata 1-Mellieha kibret u nbidlet, ftit li
xejn baga’ minn dak li niftakar jien meta kont ghadni
zghir ghajr il-ftit binjiet li fadal fiz-Zewg pjazez u
I-madwar. L- istess ghamlet il- festa kibret u ged
baqghet l-istess, l-istatwa ta’ Marlja Bambina li tant
nghozzu, li ghalkemm kien sar xi restawr fiha, dan
kien sar ferm qabel dak li niftakar jien.

Izda l-awgurju tieghi ghall-festa qaddisa u mill-
aqwa ma jinbidel qatt, il-festa t-tajba lil kulhadd u
VIVA MARIJA BAMBINA.

i
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www.imperialbandclub.com
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Steffie’s

Hair Studio

73, Parish Street, Mellieha MLH 1061
(near the Square)

Tel: 2152 5100,

Mobile: 9986 1283

Mualta'sioriginal Seafoodyestaurant
withuisipanoramiciseaviewandiopeniair.

terracesofferingawarielyofseafood dishes
andlother classicalicuisine:

66, Church Street,

St. Paul's Bay SPB 01

Malta

e Tel: 21 573480, 21 573269
e Fax: 21 572318
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HERRIES,

MELLIEHA

pay anyone, anywhere
with BOV Mobile

Pay with BOV Mobile - a service that allows you to pay
anyone easily from your mobile phone, regardless of where
you are. All you need is the other person’s mobile number.
It's that simple! Download the free app and register today.

€15.87
Fruit & Veg

Your success is our goal.

BOV MOBILE BANKING
2131 2020 | bov.com

Terms and conditions apply. B

Bank of Valletta

Issued by Bank of Valletta p.l.c.
58, Zachary Street, Valletta VLT 1130 - Malta

BOV 31800  Android s a registered trademark of Google Inc,
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Lil Marija Bambina
\'Sunett ta’ Mons. Guzeppi-Farrugia

GhaqdaMuzikali Imperlal II Melliehaw
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Patri Dijonisju-Mintoff

Dan huwa sunett li jiena ghaziltilkom ghall-ktejjeb tal-festa ghal din is-sena mehud mill-“Messaggier

ta’ Marija”.
“MARIJA BAMBINA”

X’ghaxqa, xi gmiel, xi hlewwa ta’ tarbija!
Fommbha tal-ghasel, lewn il-qroll xofftejha,
Nisel il-warda z-zewg haddejn mimlija,

Zoroq bhas-sema u sbieh bhax-xemx ghajnejha.

Tassew li bhalha qatt ma hlaqt, Mulejja,
Mkien iehor ma xerridt dagstant sbuhija,
Is-sema, il-bahar, 1-art xejn mhuma hdejha,
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Lilha Zejjint bid-doni tan-natura,

Ghax ridtha tal-holgien tkun is-Sinjura.
Imma biex kemm int kbir tassew turina,
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Bil-grazzja mlejtha u kabbartilha 7-zina.
Mhabba Gesti li kellu johrog minnha,

Ridt wara gmielek, I’hi b’gmielha ggenninna. ¢
Mons. Guzeppi Farrugia d'f,’;ffij"?iﬂ‘; A iy
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Kopja tat-test originali miktub minn Mons. Guzeppi Farrugia

Biografija
Mons. Giuseppe Farrugia
(1887-1969)

Twieled fil-Belt Victoria, Ghawdex, fl-20 ta’ Jannar, 1887; ordnat
sacerdot (1912); serva f’Salonika bhala kappillan militari fl-Ewwel
Gwerra 1-Kbira (1914-18); ghalliem ghal hafna snin tal-Latin u t-Taljan
fil-Liceo u fis-Seminarju t’Ghawdex, u baga’ maghruf bhala ‘is-surmast’

| (1920); Biblijotekarju tal-Librerija Pubblika, Ghawdex (1939-45); mahtur
I Monsinjur tal-Katidral (1946) u Lettur fl-istess knisja (1946); predikatur

www.imperialbandclub.com
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gharef; kien jippossjedi tajjeb il-prosodija Latina, Taljana u Maltija, u huwa maghruf bhala Latinista,
prozatur, u poeta bit-Taljan u bil-Malti.

Pubblikazzjonijiet: Saghtar u Plejju, poeziji (1924); Palm u Rand, poeziji (1925); L-Ittra tal-Papa
Piju XI f’Gheluq il-Hmistax-il Mitt sena tal-Mewt ta’ S. Wistin (1930); Il-Bniedem Imgarrab, rumanz
(1956); Cantica Pagorum, poeziji bi sfond storiku fuq l-ithula t’Ghawdex.

Fil-kollezzjoni Kotba tal-Moghdija taz-Zmien — Nru 74: Maria Platamun, Nru 103: Ahmed, Graja
Ghawdxija.

Traduzzjoni — Ghawdex bil-Graja Tieghu, mit-Taljan Gozo Antico e Moderno ta’ G.P. Agius de Soldanis,
Vol.1 (1936), Vol 2, (1953).

ELLIEAA
ARAGE RENT-A-CAR

SELF DRIVE CARS AND TAXI SERVICE
SELF CATERING APARTMENTS & VILLAS

151, Dr. G. Borg Olivier Street, Mellieha MLH 1020, Malta
Tel: 2157 3134 Tel/Fax: 2157 3587 Mobile: 9949 9362
E-mail: melliehagarage@onvol.net

MIDDLEHILL | 2@/t B0rcses

69, P. P. Magri Street,

Mellieha
STORE Tel: 21 523588
Dealer in
FRESH & FROZEN MEAT
BACON & CHICKEN
and all FROZEN FOOD

Opening Hours:
Mon, Tue, Sat

Prop.: A. Cutajar
7.00am to 12.30pm
Wed, Thurs, Fri

N\
il

G. Borg Olivier Str. 4.00pm to 7.00pm
Mellieha

Tel: 21 520603 Free Delivery

www.imperialbandclub.com
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Luxurious accommodation,
Impeccabile Services,
Wedding Venues,
Meeting Halls,
Trattoria & Take Away

...and much more!
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Sor.ANA HoTEL

NN

Garg Borg Ollvier Street, Mellieha MLH 1025, Malla
Tel: (+356) 2152 2208, 2152 2210, 2152 2211
Fax: (+356) 2152 5032
E-mail; info@solanahotel com.mt
Website: www.solanahotel.com

!

ok IE; Club Hotel & Spa

Adenau Street, Mellieha MLH 2014 Malta
Tel: (+356) 21562 391243, 2152 5071/2, 2152 1305
Fax: (+356) 2152 1436/7
E-mail; info@pergolahotel.com.mt
Website: www.pergolahotel.com.mt



Paradise Bay, Cirkevwwa, MLH 9068, Malta
(+356) 21 521166, 21521153

eventsi®paradise-bay.com
PARADISE BAY www.paradise-bay.com
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Catagory O

Cotagory "C+E"

We Strive to Teach You How to Drive Safely & Securely for a Lifetime.
Male & Female Instructors on Manual and Automatic Cars.
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2 ta’ Settembru 2011

www.imperialbandclub.com
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Jiena Sam Vella li nghix f’Sydney I-Awstralja
ghal dawn l-ahhar 57 sena, il-Kazin tal-Banda
Imperial tal-Mellieha kont dejjem migbud lejh
sa minn ckuniti. Sifirt minn Malta mal-familja,
kelli sittax-il sena u dejjem bqajt inhobb il-Kazin
Imperial. Minn dan il-boghod kollu dejjem kont lest
biex nghin lill-Kazin, meta kien hemm xi bzonn u

tieghu.

Frank Borg ( ta’ Kejjillu ) li kien jghix Sydney l-Awstralja ghal hafna snin, kien
benefattur tal-Kazin, u qabel gie 1-Awstralja kien bandist mal-Banda Imperial. Imma

jiddispjacina nghidu li Frank halliena wkoll.

Sam Vella

bil-ghajnuna ta’ hafna dilettanti tal-Kazin li qeghdin
hawn l-Awstralja u anke mill-Amerka, dejjem
irrnexxilna naghmlu dak li kien hemm bZonn.

Issa, nixtieq nghid kelmtejn fil-qosor fuq xi
hbieb li llum m’ghadhomx maghna, li dejjem kienu
minn tal-ewwel biex jghinu lill-kazin taghna.

Johnnie Stellini (ta’ Nina ta’ Charlie) i kien jghix 1-Amerka, kien ihobb il-kazin
u, barra li kien bennefattur mill-qalb, kien ta’ sikwit imur Malta biex igawdi I-festa.
Issa b’dispjacir kbir din is-sena Johnnie m’ghadux maghna u I-kazin hassha hafna t-telfa

Mose Vella (tal-Barkun) li kien jghix f’Melbourne 1-Awstralja u qabel siefer kien bandist
mal-Banda Imperial tal-Mellieha, anke meta kien f’Melbourne kien Bandist mal-banda ta’
Melbourne (Maltese Own Band). Bejn dawn iz-zewg Baned kien bandist ghal 55 sena,
Mose ukoll kien benefattur mill-Qalb ghall-Kazin. Dawn it-tliet benefatturi li semmejna
ma jkunu minsijin qatt mill-Kazin ghaziz taghna, 1-Ghagda Muzikali Imperial.

AGHTIHOM O MULE]J IL-MISTRIEH TA’ DEJJEM
AHNA L-MELLEHIN INHOBBU LIL XULXIN

www.imperialbandclub.com
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Dejjem taghkom Sam Vella ta’ Peppi ta’ Pietru
Sydney Awstralja.
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FIZTEERIA & DIGBTHS

PITEA, PARTA,
GRILLE & Yau

THE EWViROMNWENT
s ACTIVE AND FUN
TO BE WITH FRIEMNDS
WITH THE KITCHEN AT
CENTIEN BTASE FoR
A TRUEL CULIMNARY
BHONW, WITH AN
QPFEN AR TERRACE
OVERLSORING THE
SLOPFED VALLEY AMD
EHMYING SEA AMND
COUNTRY VIiEWS.

Addd

MARITIM

Antonine Hotel & Spa
Malta
Tel
{+356) 2152 0923
i hl::-\."llranllm
| |
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SUNDAY BUFFET
LuNCHES

DiscoVER A
EULINANY VOYAGE
THAT WILL AWAKEHN
ALL VOLR SEMNEES.
YO L EXFLORE

AN INTERMATIONAL
BUFFET MENL BARED
N BIFFERENT
CLIBINES, FROM

AN OPFEM KITCHERN,
CARVERY & BPIT
ROASTING. ROUHDING
OUT THE MENU, LIS
JARDING WINE LIST
1% BOLD: WNIRWEL
AMD BALAMCED,
COMCENTRATING OM
THE WORLD"'S WINE
RESIONS.
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EBCHTAIL

ALWAYE LIVE,
ALWAYSE DNFFEREMNT

THE SUBLIME
LOUNGE SERVES AR

A CHIC GATHERING
BPOT IDEAL FOIR
COECHTAILE AMD
COMVERSATION WITH
AM ITNTIMATE AND
SQOTY ATHOSPHERE.
DUR BARTENDERS
WILL BE GLAD TO

MIE YOLIR FAVOURITE
COCHTAIL AFTEMN A
SUMNY AND RELAXING
DAY QM THE ISLAND.
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There is a well known saying that everyone
deserves their own five minutes of fame. For some,
it comes naturally. Others, it is thrust upon them.
In the past I have been interviewed by the media in
the UK and here in Malta and believe me it can be
a tricky business.

You need to be accurate in your answers and
know your subject “like the back of your hand”
otherwise it can turn into a nightmare and be very
embarrassing.

In May 2011 I received a telephone call from a
researcher with the BBC in London. He was in the
process of researching content for a BBC Radio 2
programme called “World Class Brass”. Basically it
was to illustrate the influence of British Brass Band
music across what was the British Empire including
India, Africa and the West Indies and guess what —
MALTA.

Putting on his best condescending BBC voice
he said he was looking for someone who was
British, played in a British Military Band, lives in
Malta, plays with a Maltese Band and has an expert
knowledge of the Maltese Band scene.

Okay I admit to the first four but an expert on
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the Maltese Bands — never! However I did tell him
that I had played with the Imperial Band for over 15
years and on occasions with other bands in Malta
and Gozo, so I did have experience but could not be
classed as an expert. “That will do” he said and the
interview was arranged. That gave me three days
to turn my limited knowledge about Maltese Bands
into content fit to be transmitted worldwide by the
BBC.

I knew I was treading on very dangerous
ground. I was confident I could talk about music,
the make up and content of the marches and even
an outsider’s view of the feasts but I knew that the
“P” word (Politics) and the “R” word (Religion)
would come up in the interview. Now I have always
stayed clear of discussing those subjects. I believe
those who pay your pensions and those who look
after your soul when it is time to stop drawing your
pension, should be left well alone. I for one need all
the help I can get.

So the researcher came to our house and set up
his recording equipment in our dining room. The
interview started well but I was concerned for two
reasons. First he only looked about ten years of
age. Mind you, when you get to my age, everyone

www.imperialbandclub.com
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younger looks about ten years of age. The second
concern was he didn’t look very well. He was pale
and his eyes looked like he had been a passenger
on a local bus, the driver of which was late for his
dinner! All was revealed when he told me that he
had just left from a fireworks factory in Rabat where
the sight of explosive material lying everywhere
had scared the living daylights out of him. Who said
we British were made out of strong stuff! Kath kept
the kettle boiling and after a few cups of coffee he
appeared to be at his ease.

We talked for over an hour about my experiences
and music here in Malta and the “P” and “R” words
were never mentioned. I thought I had got away
with it. Then came the bombshell question:

“WHAT PART DOES RELIGION AND
POLITICS PLAY IN THE LIFE OF BAND
CLUBS?”

Of course I knew the answer but I felt like I had
been stabbed in the neck. My heart pounded, my
throat went dry and suddenly I was lost for words
but I couldn’t walk away or dodge the question so I
took the cowards way out and agreed to answer “off

the record”. I think I said it in pure panic because
there is no such thing as “off the record” but I knew
it was too late. He hadn’t switched off the tape.

Well, the programme was transmitted on the 29"
January this year and much to my surprise and relief
he had taken some of my advice and interviewed
representatives from other band clubs who were
more than happy to talk about the “P” and “R”
words. I was also pleased that the Imperial Band
Club and Mellieha were mentioned at least three
times and two of our Surmast Tony Borg’s marches
were played to a worldwide audience. Certainly
from the reaction I received the programme was a
great success. It was good publicity for Malta in
general and the Imperial Band Club and Mellieha in
particular, so everybody was happy.

For me, my five minutes of fame were reduced to
15 seconds and guess what - the only comments by
me on the programme were, yes you have guessed
it— THOSE OFF THE RECORD.

WELL THAT’S SHOW BUSINESS!!

I wish you all a very happy festa for 2012

Philip
Attard

(Hawker)

Tel: 2141 1782
Mob: 7946 3806, 7920 7827

hairdressing | beauty | nails
skincare | make-up

Fortizza Street, lI-Mellieha

t: 2152 2705 | 2752 2705
m: 9989 8335
79274693

www.nellasmalta.com
info@nellasmalta.com

www.imperialbandclub.com

!ﬁ‘,ﬁ!ﬂ_wwf‘+4h+~rj-ﬁ+~t~tﬁt;\1




Ky
[\

=3 e g N ——— . r
RESORT + SPA ALL-INCLUSIVE % % % % i - 5 =" i ] ‘w

ALL INCLUSIVE WEEKEND BREAKS SPECIAL Enjoy unlimited food and drinks from
STARTING FROM €189* on All-Inclusive basis for 07:30HRS until 23:00HRS! Also

TWO adults’ for any TWO nights. includes parking, wifi, in-room tea &
coffee facilities, full animation and

evening entertainment programmes,

* €189 offer applies during the periods 1-23 December 2012 and 3-31 Jan 2013. kids club, spa facilities, choice of 2
+ - . . . .
1 child up to 11 years is always free with two accompanying adults at Seabank. restaurants for lunch and dinner, etc...

ALL INCLUSIVE SUNDAY LUNCHES

Price includes free flowing wine, soft drinks and even beer as you
taste an endless assortment of delights from our buffets,
made in front of you by our dedicated chefs.

Adults €25.00 and Kids €12.50 (4-12yrs) RESTAURANT

REVITALIZE YOURSELF AT THE AQUAMARINE SPA

Rouge Corail Exfoliation, Hydro bath with Ocean Crystals and

An Energizing Full Body Massage, Sauna and Steam Room — ALL for €60
M A R I N E Other treatments, packages and gym memberships are available.

SPA AND FITNESS Speak to our experienced therapists on

T2289 1330 E spa@seabankhotel.com

T 2289 1000 E info@seabankhotel.com
W www.seabankhotel.com FB www.facebook.com/seabankresort
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Is-Surmast JOHN MAMO huwa wiehed minn
dawk il-Maltin mimli hila u talent li matul il-95 sena
li ghaddew, ferrah mhux ftit lil shabu fis-socjeta. II-
hila tieghu kemm bhala bandist, bhala surmast u
kif ukoll bhala kompozitur kienet il-mezz li biha
ha sehem attiv mhux ftit u t-talenti tieghu hallew
il-frott.

Missieru Ganni kien negozjant tal-ghamara u
sewwa sew kellhom hanut taghhom f’Birkirkara
fejn l-isqaq tas-sorijiet quddiem 1-Ghassa tal-
Pulizija. Huwa kien joqghod fil-pjazza ta’ San
Frangisk fejn ghex it-tfulija tieghu, fejn jiftakar
sahansitra 1-moghoz jiggerrew mal-bejjiegha li
kienu jigu minn tal-Balal.

Huwa beda I-karriera muzikali tieghu mal-banda
Sant’Elena ta’ Birkirkata fejn beda jitghallem fl-eta
zghira ta’ seba’ snin u ta’ tmien snin hareg idoqq
l-althorn mal-istess banda. L-istrument dak iz-
Zmien kien jiswa erba’ liri biss, imma missieru ma
kellux minn fejn jixtrihulu, ghalhekk permezz ta’
gabra minghand il-qraba tal-familjari tieghu kienu
xtrawlu wiehed. Ganni baqa’ jitghallem il-muzika
taht idejn is-Surmast Costa, li kien ziemel fl-arti
muzikali.

It-tbatija, ix-xoghol, il-kultura, il-hidma
u I-muzika

Sa minn meta kien ghandu daqgsxejn ta’ tifel
Ganni Mamo baga’ dejjem jahdem ma’ missieru fin-
negozju tal-ghamara. In-nies kienu jigu ghandhom
fil-hwienet taghhom ta’ Bormla u ta’ tas-Sliema, din
hi karatteristika ohra ta’ ambjent qadim tal-bniedem
universali u l-bniedem Malti ha sehem ukoll f’din
il-mixja biex kiseb il-progress li niftahru bih. Iz-
zwieg bejn il-kultura u x-xoghol, bejn il-qalb u 1-id
f’ambjent ta’ tbatija u faqar, li minkejja kollox, ma
kienx jirnexxielu jsewwed qalb il-bniedem, anzi
kien donnu aktar jaghmlu ferhan u kuntent b’dak
il-ftit i kellu u li Alla baghtlu.

Meta Ganni kellu xi ghoxrin sena kien diga

Prezentatur Marcifest Radju Malta

GhaqdaMuzikali Imperlal II Melliehaw
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Kitba tas-Sur Daniel Vella

maghruf bhala bandist mill-aqwa. Is-Surmast
Anthony Aquilina kien sema’ bih u baghat ghalih
biex jinghaqad mal-banda tal-RMA.

Fil-25 ta’ Awwissu tal-1939, Mamo dahal suldat
izda ftit wara fit-3 ta’ Settembru faqqghet il-gwerra.
Ganni dahal mill-ewwel bhala bandist ukoll jekk
kienet haga tqila 1i jidhol bandist regolari. Matul
il-gwerra kienu sfrattaw ftit, ghax bhala bandisti
ma setghux jibqghu ghaddejjin bhallikieku ma kien
hemm gwerra xejn. Jiftakar li kienet hajja iebsa
mimlija biza’ u mewt. Meta l-gwerra ndrat xi ftit,
u meta l-poplu ntebah li kien se jkollu jghix f’dawk
il-wagqtiet tal-biza’ nqala’ uffi¢jal Ingliz, ¢ertu CRA
Beckett, dilettant kbir tal-muzika u sejjah lill-
Aquilina u qallu jerga’ jghaqqad il-banda. Matul il-
gwerra kienu ta’ kuljum imorru jdoqqu fil-fortizzi
madwar Malta, daqqa Tigne, daqqa Delimara,
Bingemma, l-aqwa li jtellghu 1-moral.

Is-Surmast Anthony Aquilina kien ghaqqad
banda ta’ sittin i whud minnhom ingabbru bil-lieva
biex ikunu jistghu jdoqqu u jferrhu lis-suldati.

Ta’ dsatax-il sena, qabel ma dahal mal-RMA,
is-Surmast Mamo kien diga mizzewweg, izda ma
kellux igawdi lill-martu wisq ghaliex ta’ 23 sena
romol, meta martu kien ghad kellha 19-il sena. Xi
zmien wara l-gwerra hareg minn mal-banda tal-
militar, ukoll jekk il-Maggur Aquilina ghamel li seta’
biex ma jhallihx jitlag. Ganni dahal jahdem bhala
messaggier [-Universita [-Qadima u kien jaghmel xi
haga barranija fuq il-bank tax-xoghol ta’ missieru.
Missieru kellu wkoll hanut quddiem l-istess
Universita. Darba wahda, waqt li kien qieghed il-
hanut gie wiehed mis-Siggiewi certu Karmenu
Micallef u qallu dan il-pre¢iz kliem “x’garalna
s-Siggiewi, spi¢¢ajna bla surmast, m’ghandniex min
ihabbtilna!” Is-Surmast qatt ma kien rah qabel lil
dan il-bniedem imma wara diskursata, mal-ewwel
saru jafu lil xulxin u saru hbieb sewwa, fejn is-
Surmast Mamo urieh ix-xewqa li jibda jhabbat hu.

Tajjeb hawnhekk insemmi li sa dak iz-Zmien

www.imperialbandclub.com
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Mro Ganni Mamo kien digd habbat mal-Banda
Sant’Elena u xi drabi mal-Banda Filarmonika
Nazzjonali La Vallette.

Ftit taz-zmien wara kien tkellem mal-Kumitat
Centrali tal-Banda San Nikola u minn dak iz-zmien
baqga’ Direttur tal-istess Banda ghal erbghin sena
shah, fejn sfortunatament minhabba raguni ta’ sahha
kellu jirrizenja wara karriera hekk twila.

Ta’ min isemmi wkoll li s-Surmast Ganni
Mamo kien Surmast Direttur mal-banda Imperial
tal-Mellieha. Huwa lahaq Surmast ta’ din il-banda
Mellehija f1-1980 u dam jokkupa din il-kariga sal-
1997. Mal-Banda Imperial is-Surmast Mamo barra
li kien Surmast li mexxa din il-Banda b’hegga
kbira, baqa’ maghruf hafna ghall-Innu Mar¢ tant
tal-widna maghruf bhala tal-iljun, fost il-hafna
kompozizzjonijiet ohra li kiteb ma’ din il-banda.

Is-Surmast Mamo jemmen ﬁd—lelehna u
s-serjeta. Waqt il-hin tal-istudju kien jemmen li
I-hila naturali wahedha mhux bizzejjed, izda trid
maghha preparazzjoni kbira u ma taqta’ xejn, biex
wiehed jilhaq il-perfezzjoni. Ganni jghid: “is-serjeta
tal-bandisti trid tidher meta jmorru ghall-kuncerti,
jekk ma tmurx ghall-kuncerti kif tista’ titghallem il-
partitura sewwa?” Meta Ganni kien ser ikun idoqq
xi parti l-ewwel kien ikun irid jaraha u jistudja
sewwa mbaghad imur ghall-kuncerti. lllum il-baned
jidher li ghandhom futur tajjeb, hemm aktar baned
g¢odda imma xi bandisti jippretendu li jdoqqu bla
ma jmorru kuncerti “Din mhux serjeta!” Hekk kien
jahsibha I-mohh tal-bravu Surmast Mamo.

www.imperialbandclub.com

Mro John Mamo kkompona madwar 150 marc
li hafna minnhom jindaqqu minn baned ta’ madwar
Malta u Ghawdex kif ukoll Mar¢i Funebri u Innijiet.

Fost il-maré¢i brijuzi sbieh li Mro Mamo kiteb
insibu FIORITA, NATIONAL DAY, GANNITO,
TAL-BANDLI, GRAZZI MA’ ZAREN U LIENI
TAL-AWSTRIJA, ZUIKTO, ORIET BOLERO,
MARGOT u hafna ohrajn. M’hemmx dubju li hafna
minn dawn il-mar¢i brijuzi, il-bi¢c¢a l-kbira taghhom
jinsabu rekordjati minn bosta baned. Bl-aktar baned
li rrekordjaw marci ta’ Mro Ganni Mamo tul dawn
I-ahhar tletin sena, insibu bla dubju, il-Banda
Imperial u 1-Banda San Nikola — iz-zewg baned li
taghhom kien Surmast Direttur, kif ukoll il-Banda
Sant’Elena u 1-Banda tal-Filarmonika Nazzjonali
La Vallette.

Is-Surmast Mamo kellu appogg kbir minn martu
Mary. Kienet dik il-mara ideali li fasslet hajjitha fuq
l-istil ta’ hajja li kellu jghaddi minnha zewgha. Ma
kinitx hajja facli, ghaliex filghaxijiet aktarx dejjem
wahedha wagqt li hu ikun ghall-kuncerti jew mal-
Banda San Nikola tas-Siggiewi jew mal-Banda
Imperial tal-Mellieha.

Is-Surmast Mamo ghalkemm illum ma jinsabx
aktar maghna, kien u ghadu maghruf hafna ghall-
qalb il-poplu Malti u Ghawdxi specjalment dawk
midhla tal-baned Maltin. Qatt m’ahna ser ninsew
lis-Surmast Mamo bhala kompozitur u Surmast
ideali u ta’ ezempju ghal haddiehor, li jiena u bhal
hafna nies bhali li huma mdahhla sewwa fl-Ghaqda
Muzikali ghandna nkunu kburin bih, izda l-aktar u
mhux l-inqas ghax kien Surmast ta’ kapacita kbira.

Is-Surmast Mario miet nhar is-16 ta’ Lulju 2012
fl-eta ta’ hamsa u disghin sena. Dan rispett kbir li
kellu Mro Mamo, minn nies li kienu jafuh sewwa, gie
moghti lilu fil-funeral tieghu li sar gewwa Birkirkara
nhar I-Erbgha 18 ta’ Lulju wara nofsinhar. Fejn qabel
il-Quddiesa Funebri li saret fil-Knisja Kolleggjata
Bazilika ta’ Santa Liena, sar korteo bit-tebut 1i kien
akkumpanjat permezz ta’ tliet baned maghqudin
f’banda wahda, il-Banda Sant’Elena, il-Banda San
Nikola u I-Banda Imperial. Fl-istess Korteo ndaqqu
diversi mar¢i funebri b’mod partikolari tal-istess
Mro Mamo.

GRAZZ1 SURMAST TAX-XOGHOL KBIR
LI INT WETTAQT FIL-KAMP BANDISTIKU
MALTI

R R
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. George Fenech - lI-Pittur
u Karmnu Muscat - ll-Kaptin

HE Paul-P. Borg

“B’xorti hazina 1-Mellieha naqsulha tnejn min-nies li kienu maghrufin sewwa fl-ogsma taghhom. II-
Banda Imperial thoss li ghandha taghti tislima xierqa lil dawn iz-zewg persunaggi biex turi mhux biss
rispett xieraq kif jisthoqqilhom, imma wkoll biex issellmilhom bhala persunaggi li bl-attivita taghhom urew
il-kobor tal-hila tal-bniedem hiereg minn ambjent rahli, agrikolu u umli.

Hemm fattur komuni fil-Pittur tal-Ambjent Gorg Fenech u I-kompozitur Karmnu Muscat minkejja
I-generu tal-espressjoni artistika taghhom: l-umilta. L-umilta kbira li kellhom minkejja 1-qawwa artistika,
hi xhieda ta’ bniedem kbir. Il-pittur Fenech studja Ruma, il-pitturi tieghu mxerrdin f’Malta kif ukoll lil
hemm minn xtutna u dahhal f’Malta dak is-sens ta’ sliem u hemda mimli Ilwien u dawl li hu karatteristiku
tal-pajsagg Malti u li ftit ftit donnu qed jispi¢¢a. Muscat kien kompozitur ta’ hila kbira 1i qatt ma ried
jic¢aglaq lil hemm mill-Mellieha u baqa’ msakkar fil-kobor tieghu f’dan I-ambjent umli imma mimli hiliet

f’kull qasam tal-arti.

Dawn iz-zewg kitbiet huma siltiet mill-ktieb tieghi QUEST for IDENTITY- the Mellieha experience.
Jiena wkoll ninghaqad mal-Mellihin kollha u nsellmilhom. Fuq kollox grazzi tal-patrimonju li hallejtu lilna

1-Maltin.”

The Colours of the Soul
GORG FENECH - il-Pittur

The Painter of the Environment

It is said that the artistic eye has the privilege of
seeing a lot more than what the naked eye can see.
The painter beholds colours which other people do
not see. The artist sees not only with his eyes, but
also with his inner soul and with his spirit in such a
way that feelings, emotions and vision interlace each
other with every stroke on the canvas. The sensitive
depiction of moods and sentiment on canvas through
colour, develops as human experiences develop in
such a way that the true artist enjoys the enviable
spiritual state of realising these personal changes in
his expressions as years go by.

When some years ago, I met George Fenech
in his studio in Mellieha that is exactly what he
told me. George is soft spoken, calm and patient,
unassuming and so gentle, always in good humour,
an aura of peacefulness surrounding him. He is a
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renowned painter, and I am indebted to him because
together with the other artists Gabriel Caruana, Joe
Borg Xuereb, Samuel Bugeja and Ganni Bonnic¢i
he formed an unforgettable group of teachers at St
Joseph Secondary Technical School in the 1960s.
We occasionally met Esprit Barthet in the evenings.
They all worked formidably to instill in us students
the great idea that man does not live by bread alone.
I shall never forget every single comment made
during enlightening mid-day breaks as these wise
men discussed art and society.

“There is colour all around us,” George told me.
“The Mediterranean sun bathes us in colour and
we cannot paint the environment unless there is a
lot of colour. And for that reason shadows are so
important. When I finished my studies in Rome, and
I came back home that is what impressed me most.
Light, colours and the brightness of colours!”

www.imperialbandclub.com
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His return from Italy resulted in an important
turning point in his art. Other emotional ingredients
engulfed him in such a way that there was now a
new, more meaningful way at how he looked at the
environment.

“The local environment is changing so fast,”
George told me, “that I am afraid that my life is too
short and I will not be able to capture it all on my
canvas. This thought frightens me so much. That is
the only hurry I have in life. The colour will not
yet have dried, and the scene will have already been
changed altogether...”

George was born in Mellieha on the 3 January
1926, and he was immediately captured by the
scenes of sunrise and sunset. At times in good
visibility he could even see as far away as Sicily.

“In Mellieha you always see the sun and you
always see the sky, on the garigues, at school, on
the way from school or to school, always... and you
do not see the clouds only, but you see colours, you
see the fruits, you see the little flowers, you see the
grass, you see vegetables... and you do not only see
them, but you feel them as well... Who can explain
what I feel when I see these colours!”

George’s attachment to nature developed into a
close relationship with his environment that is hard
to explain. The multitude of tiny flowers, the simple
wild thyme, may be wild plants to which many
are indifferent, yet he has always considered them
sacred. He understands that the wild thyme shrub
does not merit indifference, nature needs the plant
because the bees need it. The depiction of colours
on canvas starts taking place immediately when he
beholds nature; it all starts inside his conscience,
and the inevitable urge to transfer these feelings
into light and tangible colour is then hard to subdue
and contain. This internal and personal debate that
takes place, has been developing mostly since he
re-discovered the presence of the local light and
the local colour immediately on his return from his
studies in Rome. This was the point in his career
that gradually resulted in the development of a
colourful rendering of his peaceful spirituality, hazy
yet solid, calm yet dynamic, ethereal yet visible and
substantial. The sun and light, colours and feelings,
started becoming the epitome of his paintings.

A Changing Environment

“The bees need the wild thyme,” he told me.
“That way a stone will not be simply a stone, but it
becomes something else. It has feelings as well. You
start looking at things, and you start seeing them.
Frequently people look, but they do not see at all!
You appreciate the necessary things, you look and
you take nothing or take only what you must need,

www.imperialbandclub.com
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the bee does not take the whole flower, it takes only
what she needs, she is prudent. I started seeing and
appreciating nature. That is when I start painting.
I want to make a copy of that beautiful feeling. It
is such a beautiful time! And all that light! And all
those scenes!”

George’s Melliecha environment is a universe
that is never exhausted and he has been going all
around it numerous times in his quest to capture
the feelings of light and colour and the experience
of that same internal joy. The fields are to him so
beautiful and so peaceful. The shadows and the light
are the elements that tell him the movement of the
sun and the progress of the day. And he is at times
sad because the sun does not always show him the
beauty he is wont to find. Sometimes there have
been changes in the environment and the sun does
not appear to cast the same rays of beauty and hope
on him any longer because people have been unkind
to the fields or to the trees that used to be the secrets
of calmness and peace.

Colour Begets Colour

George loved painting but never intended to study
painting. He simply got lost in depicting nature the
way he felt nature. Going to the School of Arts was
too far away for him. But then war broke out and he
was conscripted and taken to St. Andrew’s with the
Army in the weapons Section.

“That is where I met Louis Wirth,” he told me.
“We were close friends during the war, but when we
parted after the war, we never met again! He used
to go to the School of Arts and that is what made
me go there! Louis convinced me to go and I went.
I studied Design under Censu Apap, History of
Art with Carmelo Attard Cassar... Emvin Cremona
taught us Painting... I kept going till 1956, and
then I won a scholarship and they sent me to the
Accademia di Belle Arti in Rome, where I stayed
for five years!”

At the Accademia he studied Etching under
Professor Maccari, Decorative Arts under Professor
Ferrazzi, History of Art under Professor Mario
Rivosecchi, and fresco techniques under Professor
Ciotti. He also attended classes in drawing from
nude at the Associazzione Artistica Internazionale
(Circolo Artistico).

In Rome he would have liked to paint the sunny
landscapes he was used to in Mellieha, but he found
things so melancholic in Rome, so dark and so
colourless!

“There was a high window and the sun could not
reach us properly!” he told me. “The rays had to go
through cobwebs and thick air! But during the last
two years they changed everyhting! Huge walls and
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clean walls! But when Professor Bartoli came along
he started saying, ‘Is this a hospital? What are these
marble walls? Come on, paint everything over!’
And we painted over the huge walls as well!

“It is not that Rome is not beautiful! There are
many beautiful places all over Italy. Not that, but
when I came back home I could finally see light the
way I wanted it and the way I liked it! In the studio
you are tied, each colour is not natural, you have to
think more than you feel, in nature it is different,
each leaf has its calour, nature herself will never
make a leaf exactly like the other! Every colour
is found in nature. Every tree has its colours, each
palm tree has its own green... they are like feelings;
the sun is everything in nature, the sun! The sun
is colour, warmth and colour... if there is no light,
there is no colour. A colour can beget a colour. From
life you get life. Life has its own colour... even death
has its own colour...”

Movement and Time

When he returned from Rome things suddenly
changed for George. The Rome experience had
not only brought him closer to the techniques of
the profession, but his return had somehow stirred
unknown emotions and new challenges. He started
teaching art in secondary schools, always hoping to
live the life of painting and rushing calmly wherever
the sun shines on the wide plains of Mellieha and all
over the cliffs and the valleys to capture landscape
and light on his canvas. It was also during this period
when he first met his future wife, Doris Attard also
of Mellieha who sat for him as a model.

Then he told me:

“You will never get over this nagging feeling that
you want to get somewhere and you never reach this
somewhere and you do not even know where this
somewhere is... That is why the great painters paint
the movement of men. They paint men with four
legs, and then they cover two and you see only the
last two! It is because they never really know the
ultimate point they want to reach! You always thrive
to reach the best and the most beautiful, light...
movement, and never manage to achieve what you
want exactly until that moment when you decide!
But you must be free to decide!”

As he talked to me he was sitting in his studio,
around him canvases, frames, paintings, paint,
brushes... and the front door left wide open so that
the sun rushed inside and reflected and rebounded
all over the place. I tried to understand what was
meant by this ultimate point of arrival. I tried to
guess whether he was always seeking fulfilment
through his art, whether the views he depicted on
his canvases succeeded to abate his inward needs to
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his contentment.

“Do you think you’ve reached where you wish to
reach George?” I asked him.

There was a half smile on his face. He bent his
head.

“The painter will show you where he has arrived,”
he said slowly. “But he will show you also that he
still needs to move on. He wants to keep looking for
something, and that search will never stop, not even
with old age! Each time has its own dress. Each
century has its own dress. Giotto was revolutionary,
but there was also the time of the Impressionists.
You have to see the artist in the context of his time.
I love Cezanne because he had the Mediterranean
temperament that we have.”

I looked at George. He had said wise words that
once more gave another definition of time and space.
Each time has its own dress. That is what he told
me. They were simple enough words, but I knew
that they were also simply deeper and deeper than
what the ears can hear. I could not undersand their
intrinsic significance at the moment and I suspected
their importance to me. I knew that they were words
which would never escape my mind.

I felt that that was axactly what he always wanted.
Light. The impressions of light during different parts
of the day and during different circumstances. The
chunks of light delineating the landscape. Seeking
the perfect natural impression light renders to a
lanscape. That is exactly what he has always been
after: the impression of the beauty of light on nature
as well as on the soul, and its harmony with the
different forms nature assumes to create the feelings
only some people like him are able to capture with
their heart and with their brush. I remembered the
word hubris that troubled every dead artist and still
troubles every living one. The perfection you need
to reach - but the impossibility to achieve it! The
beauty you need to see - but the impossibility to
possess it for ever. The natural magnificence of the
simplest item in nature you need to experience - but
the disappointment the artist knows must be faced.

Blending with Nature

George moved to the back room of his studio
and looked through the window. He did not talk,
but just looked at the scene spread before him from
up there. Then he walked with his customary slow
steps to look at the sun drenching the grass in front
of his studio door. I knew what he was feeling, I
thought it must be that feeling obtained when one
roams the valleys and the open rocky plains. I
thought it must be the bewitching feeling I knew so
well when as a little boy I myself would run all over
the plains from Mistra to Qasam Barrani and back
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again, all by myself, just soaked in the light and in
the warm silence and in the beautiful sensation of
warmth inside me. As George looked at the rocks at
the side of the opening in front of his studio, I knew
that he was still experiencing the same happiness
of roaming down into the cliffs, into the valleys,
smelling the strong scents emitted by the tiny flowers
abounding in the low shrubs hiding amongst the
rocks and clinging to the rare soil stuck in the rocky
corners. I was sure it must be the mysterious feeling
when the outside world overwhelms all your senses,
and you cannot differentiate any longer between the
effects each one imparts individually on your heart
and on your soul. You discover suddenly that the
sun is warmth and happiness, you start knowing this
sensation all of a sudden. Each time you experience
it, it always releases that warmth and that beauty
and that happiness inside your soul and inside your
emotions in the same way your glands release their
enzymes inside your body.

The painter was reading my silence. I suddenly
realised that he was looking at me.

“Man mustnotruin this beauty,” hetold me slowly.
“Man must become aware of the environment. Why
is a razzett, a farmhouse so beautiful? Why must it
fill you with happiness just looking at it?”

I thought he was just talking to himself and
that his question needed no answer from me. But I
realised he was actually asking me those questions.

“Don’t you know why?” he insisted. “It is
because that razzett is so well blended with the rest
of the environment. Not just the scenery, but its
significance as well. That is why it is beautiful. It
appears to be growing out of the soil like another
shrub, only larger, blending sublimely. Its meaning
is nature. Can you see that? The upper room is the
one that is facing the sun becasue that is where they
store their fodder to keep it dry, they must have sun.
The peasant used to construct the rooms around a
central yard to have enough shade and cool air whilst
enjoying the light, enough light, as he rested. He
used to place the stone curb above the well because
he needed it and not to decorate the place with it.
Everything was with a lot of sense, not placed there
to decorate, not to decorate the building as they do
today. The razzett would not have a window facing
north because the north wind is a cold wind. You
see? Everything made sense and that made the
building blend with nature and with the needs of the
environment.

“The Maltese razzett answers all the requirements
man needs in nature. It is such a strong and logical
construction that you cannot remove it from nature.
It is a natural construction according to the nature
of man who lives in this environment, on this soil,
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and in this country, with this wind, and with this
rain. If there is a window in England and you decide
to build it over here, it will not make sense! And it
is likewise senseless and not natural to put a cart’s
wheel against the wall to make your building look
local!

“That is the greatest mistake we are making now
in many parts of Malta. We do not understand our
environment because we do not look at nature. It is
a very big farce... a tragic comedy that is killing the
environment that we have...”

He would not stop once he started, but during each
argument I noticed that he brought in the personal
experience with nature. I noticed how strongly he
held to the roots each human had with nature around
him. The legacy of the relationship between man
and nature was the base of all his arguments. He
drew his spirit from the same environment nature
sculpted and painted around him.

“In Tunisia, the palm tree is the lord of the
country! And nothing is done to overpower the
presence of the palm tree!”

He was afraid that the natural environment will
disappear with time. New scenes are being seen, he
told me. He had watched a television programme on
Cezanne’s works. They had shown his paintings and
the actual scenery as it is still today. He had been
impressed by that, and wants less grey material for
roads and more of the greenery of nature.

“Man is no longer fond of society,” he told
me. “He does his best not to meet other people,
he goes to church with his car, he does not walk
at all and he cannot stop and talk to other people...
all of this stems from one single inability of man,
which is to understand the beauty of the colours
of his environment in nature... the feelings of his
environs...”

Family Environment

In 1966 he was making prepartions for his first
exhibition when he met young Doris Attard whom he
asked to pose for one of his paintings. The painting,
called Head of a Lady was one of the paintings that
caught the eye of visitors at the exhibition held in
1967 at the National Museum in Valletta. Doris was
his model, sitting for his portraits and figurative
paintings. It was an experience in both painter and
model that could only result in something deeper.
But in 1968 Doris decided to go on holiday to the
USA where she stayed with relatives until her return
in 1972. They met again and George asked her to
marry him.

Rome had served the amazing purpose of
showing him the beauty of the local sun and the
beauty of the local colour. The USA had served
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the amazing purpose of showing him the beauty of
this young woman and the beauty of their mutual
feelings towards each other.

Doris was now present in his life so that his art
became her love, and her love became his art. In
1973 they got married and his artistic expression
was extended from the natural Mellieha rural
landscape to a more intimate and closer family
environment that unfolded his love for her and their
two sons, Conrad and Gilbert. His art had now taken
a visibly new meaning that enveloped hitherto latent
expressions. His inspiration was now captured not
only by the rural landscapes of his beloved Mellieha
and the ever changing colours governed by the sun,
the seasons and his ever peaceful moods, but also
by family love as another factor in his surroundings.
He realised this newly found expression by his
depiction of family members in his paintings.

The adage that behind every successful man
there is a woman, is perhaps never truer than in
this case. Doris is an independent personality that
complements George’s docility and gentleness,
always backing him in all he needs, supplying the
fortitude he needs. She sees to it that there is the
required peace around him as the fertile spiritual
atmosphere that gives rise to his personal artistic
expressions.

George is today the mature octogenarian who
never grows old because the youthful heartbeats of
art keep clutching him to fresher depictions of life
around him. He goes places and paints landscapes
with the same enthusiasm that has not left him. He
is happy to have imparted his artistic disposition
to his two sons Conrad and Gilbert. The latter has
accompanied his father in the fields since he was
a toddler. Gilbert has inherited the love for the
Mellieha environment, and is well on his way in
quest of his own identity as a painter, flying away
freely but taking his father as the ultimate guide
along the long way ahead in depicting nature.

The Painter of the Environment

The Mellieha painter had a lot to say to young
people.

“They have to feel part of this environment.
Technology is good but they must not forget that
they are natural beings. Not everything is machinery
and technology! The young man must look, and he
must create. Do not let technology rule you! Do
not accept all you see on a monitor! That is what
I would like to tell young people, they must look
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at the clouds, feel free, feel the freedom of the
winds. Walk in the countryside and watch the little
stones, note their irregularity, the little shrubs, even
if you think they are worthless, just look at them
and at their beauty. Try to feel them. Look at the
insects. Look at the little snails, look at the marvels
abounding all around us... don’t destroy nature,
don’t turn your back on nature... I used to take my
children in the country and I used to ask them to
look at the marvels they can discover in just one
square foot! They used to enjoy it and would be
happy making all those discoveries!”

I realised that George was not the painter of light
and shadows only, but the painter of the Mellieha
environmental and emotional character in its totality.
The painter of the treasured local family idiom as
much as the painter of the equally treasured natural
landcape environment. The title of the Painter of
the Environment in Malta befits him amply. This is
what he told me on one occasion.

“When I am in the countryside painting and I
see that movement and I hear those sounds, I see
that Mother Nature is unfolding in front of me and
I know I must hurry because those moments are
rare and brief... because the cloud will soon pass by,
and the bird will soon stop chiping, and it will not
be the same if the cloud passes by and if the bird
stops chiping! You will not be as happy, your mood
may change, even if the sun changes colour, or if
there is wind and the wind changes the colour you
are seeing... or the branches move differently and
therefore they will have different colours... Nature
is so beautiful and so varied... that is why young
people must look at nature and see nature...”

George Fenech’s paintings are dispersed all over
the world in private collections and in museums.
He exhibited frequently not only in Malta but also
overseas showing the harmony of nature and man
in our changing rural and family environment.
George Fenech is the artist who painted nature
and captured her silent beauty by revelling on the
Mellieha landscapes, cliffs, sea, valleys, trees,
fields and farmhouses taking them as unparalleled
representatives of Mother Nature herself. He is
the Painter of the Environment who celebrated
in silence the harmony between light, colour and
natural suroundings of this humble locality; he
exteriorised his deep emotions about nature through
an infinite number of colourful strokes from the
infinity of the palette of his soul.
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Energy in the Mind
KARMNU MUSCAT - il-Kaptin

(Based on a talk with him on the 8" May, 2010).

“They tell me that when I was born,” Karmnu
said with a smile, “I was so little that my mother
thought that I would not live long! But the midwife
got hold of me and lifted me and said ‘Of course he
will live! He will be a captain! That’s what he’ll
be!” And they started calling me the captain! 1 was
the youngest of nine children, but two had already
died. Some time after my birth my elder sister was
at school; she was selected as the captain and they
gave her a brooch with the word Captain on it.
Apparently she fixed this brooch to my clothes. I
was only six months old! But the term stuck to me
for ever.

“My father came from the family called ta’
Bembu, and my mum’s family was fa’ Sila, a family
from Gozo. My father’s family was a large family,
we call it razza, and there are many people who
loved art in that family. But people call me il-Kaptin
to this day! Even family members call me that. You
cannot do anything, can you? But I have always led
my own orchestra and my own musical band, and
I have always led my own life the way I wanted it
as well! That means that I have always been truly a
captain!”

lI-Kaptin

Many people had talked to me about il-Kaptin,
the Captain, and I had long resolved not to miss
making his acquaintance. I was to understand why
so many people in the village speak highly of him
and consider his views as some kind of reference.
His ideas on music, God, people, and life are
rather original, and his consideration of unlikely
conversational topics such as time, creation, man,
eternity, infinity, energy and movement as a journey
or movement as progress, was a joy to listen to.

“l have been to primary school only,” he
explained reading my thoughts as soon as we settled
in his dining room. “But I read, and what goes in
the human mind will never be forgotten. Do you
understand? It goes in and it stays there even for
sixty, seventy years and you can make use of it if
only you look for it and can find it.”

Indeed, what I never expected was that talking
to him was not to be simply another meeting, but
a real experience with much food for thought. I
sensed immediately that I had to be careful about
my input questions; il-Kaptin has that rare ability
of understanding more than one asks, he absorbs
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more that one tells him, he gulps attentively even
the unspoken, frequently hidden peripherals of the
question. I felt that ke was directing the conversation,
but it did not matter as long as most of my curiosity
was satisfied. At times he answered by making
clearer the surrounding contextual information
required for the eventual answer.

“A conversation has to be on a register governed
by who is participating,” was one conclusion I heard
him say. “There are some points we’re talking about,
I would not dream of talking about at the club.”

“I knew you would be asking me that,” he said
smiling at another point. “If you were following what
I was saying, perhaps you would not have asked...”
That was simply a brave aside, an undertone
almost barely audible, and quickly uttered. Then he
continued with what he had to say.

“Musical composition?” he enquired at some
point. “You just tell me what you need and I’ll do
it! I have hundreds of compositions. I have my
compositions all over the place! And I mastered the
mandolin, the guitar and the violin without anyone
showing me how! I was musical, that’s why!”

The Early Years

We entered his home passing under a traditional
hasira, cane curtain, into a simple yard with the
traditional stone colours, the traditional greenery
popping out of pots, the traditional doors that lead
into different rooms. He welcomed me in his dining
room and I knew at once that, typically, il-Kaptin
was not a collectionist. He reminded me of that
great man, the composer Charles Camilleri and his
rooms devoid of luxury and furniture.

“I have hundreds of musical compositions,” he
told me. “But all are kept in another place... they
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are all in a safe place... I have composed a lot of
music and I love both band clubs. I am a Melliehi,
the Imperial and the La Vittoria are both Mellehin,
that is how I look at them, and I am an honorary
Musical Director of them both. They respect me so
much and I will compose anything for them.”

The furniture was the simple furniture that
reminded me of what I used to see at nanna Guzeppa
many years ago. Soon I was going to understand
that Karmnu was able to keep abreast of progress in
his preferred musical field, but was not impressed at
all by modern furniture that added nothing to one’s
basic needs and basic comforts.

“I was eighty-two last March,” he said. “I was
a normal boy, and I attended till Class 5 of the
government school. My mother had wanted me to
proceed with my studies, I never had any problems
at school, but my mind had already been set. I knew
I'loved music and [ knew that my mind was musical.
I did not know it at the time, but I knew then that
sounds and melodies fascinated me. I wanted to
have a life for music. I remember as a small boy I
used to strike the tea spoon on different objects to
listen to different sounds, and if there is water in
bottles they will emit different sounds.

“My mother used to be so angry at times! And
perhaps one cannot blame her. [ was always playing
with these cups or beakers... I was always beating
them with spoons and discovering the successive
notes they produced. She had somehow managed to
buy half a dozen cups or glasses and she was afraid
that I would break them for her!”

1l-Kaptin remembers that he was perhaps just six
years old, a little schoolboy, playing also with glass
bottles containing different amounts of water and
hearing them emit different sounds. It was then that
he probably discovered the different notes and the
scale of notes. He used to place the exact amount of
water so that his scale was a perfect one simply by
listening to what his ears told him. He still recalls
how he loved this xylophone.

“A short while later I used to play the mandolin,”
he told me. “There was a bar in the parish square,
the barman was il-Keliez, Ganni Bartolo, he played
the mandolin and the guitar, and he used to let me
play the two instruments so that by the time I was
eight years old, I could play them both! I simply
heard a tune and I was able to play it immediately
on both instruments!”

Discovering Music

His older brother bought a guitar and Karmnu
said that mastered it as well on his own. But he
could not yet read music, and he was conscious of
that fact. However, when he was about fourteen
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years old he had acquired a book in Italian about the
trumpet and its music. He decided to study it. His
elder sister Mari, who was fourteen years older than
him, had been made to learn Italian and not English
at school in her days, so that she could fortunately
explain to him what the book said. It took him
only a fortnight to understand the basic language of
music! So he could now read music. Looking at the
written notes and being able to sing the tune was
to give him a boost in his endeavours to learn even
more. He then started buying books, studying and
reading all he could find on music. It was to him a
wonderful time and in a short time he became an
excellent sight-reader of musical scores.

Karmnu never sat for any examination in
music and never felt the need to. He was simply
conscious that he could read and play music: Verdi
and Beethoven, and Ciappara and Camilleri never
sat for examinations, he told me. They were simply
musical by nature. That was their unique and rare
qualification. And it needed no diploma to recognize
it.

“You couldn’t speak of a Verdi and his diploma!
Any diploma would degrade him!” he said laughing.
“You could similarly not degrade Ciappara by
tagging a label with letters to his name! How
degrading it would be! That is how I look at it. It
is today’s society that needs this measurement. But
the musical mind and the musical soul do not need
it. That is how it was in those days! If examinations
existed, I did not know about them!

“I knew I had mastered two musical instruments.
I felt I could do anything with them. The war had
just finished and I started looking at the violin. How
I wished I owned one! How I wished to learn it! But
it cost £5 and we did not have that money. But then
there was an old man and he told me not to worry.
‘Boy,” he told me, ‘tomorrow you will have your
violin!” And I couldn’t believe it! Next day he gave
me a real violin! The violin was mine! And I started
playing it and never stopped playing it for the next
two years. I could play anything with it. I would
play for seven or eight hours every day! I mastered
itand I loved it!”

Painting and Sounds

A sixteen year old cannot possibly remain at
home playing musical instruments without making
a contribution to his subsistence in a numerous
family. His father was a fisherman and his four
elder brothers worked with him with their boat.
Karmnu was never inclined to that life, although he
did accompany them on some trips sometimes. The
importance he still attaches to those experiences
was the new sounds he heard. The sound of the
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sea and the silence of nature out there were a new
experience to his sensitive soul. He still remembers
that the others used to work at the funnara as well.
They led a very simple life at home, the elder
brothers going around Mellieha selling the day’s,
or the night’s catch which they carried in large flat
containers balanced on their head.

“ButI could also paint!” he told me. “I discovered
I could paint because I loved writing the letters in a
nice way, trying to write them without raising the
pen off the copybook and without stopping... you
have to feel how you depict each letter in order to
economise on movement and make it smooth and
flowing, sometimes people call it artistic... you start
each letter and each number from a place and finish
the whole letter to the very end...”

Karmnu had a pen close by and started drawing
the letters of the alphabet and the numbers,
demonstrating the philosophy that related writing to
art and feeling.

“So people asked me to paint numbers and
letters and the British services got to know and they
used to hire me to paint plaques for them. I liked
doing that and I used to draw words like ‘Kitchen’
or ‘Bedroom’ or names of vehicles and painting on
truck bonnets, and flowers and landscapes. Who
knows how many I did? Hundreds of them! And I
used to earn good money as well and I used to have
time to play music too. I painted a lot, remember
that my first cousin is Toni Fenech il-Pajzan, he’s a
painter and he’s musical too, and the painter George
Fenech is also my second cousin...

“And then there is another thing,” he told me.
“Some members of my family are born artists. And
I will explain to you in a minute the meaning of art
and creation. I know that my father had a good ear
for music. I know it. Even my mother. You have
to understand that hearing music was very rare in
my childhood. We heard some music only during
the feast of the patron saint by listening to the
programmes of the musical clubs. Nothing else. No
electricity, no radios. The cable radio or Rediffusion
was introduced many years later. But my father
was always humming some tune which I know was
always created by him on the spur of the moment
and according to what he was doing and according
to how he felt. He was musical as well, I’'m sure,
but he never hummed known music because he
never heard music in those days! He did not know
it, but he was always showing me sounds and their
creation, and the organization of sounds was so
captivating, so enthralling!

“It is the sound of birds as well, it is the sounds
of nature... shall we call it instinct or shall we call it
talent? That is the whole story.
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Teacher and Composer

By the time he was twenty years old, he had
studied harmony and had gone through all available
books and scores with music for the violin, guitar
and the mandolin. He was so glad to have command
of these three instruments.

“At that age I started teaching these instruments
to others, and so many young people would want to
study music! Many came from all over Mellieha and
from other places as well. I was so busy teaching
music and I was also called to play in orchestras,
Maestro Carmelo Pace wanted me to play in his
orchestra and I earned money as well. I wanted to
be a full-time musician.”

At twenty-five he had made up his own orchestra
and played during weddings and during parties and
dances for British servicemen. He also branched
into playing the electric guitar, and played on
different occasions all over Malta. He spent more
than a decade playing the guitar and the violin in the
evenings at a local restaurant. He could therefore
live well off music not only as a teacher, but also
as a band leader. Furthermore, musical band clubs
wanted his musical compositions and he was
pleased to oblige by composing so many musical
scores, and hundreds of band marches. He is also
so proud to have been a good teacher for more than
fifty years, students who became well known and
successful in the musical fields. He still remembers
singers Mary Spiteri and Freddie Portelli amongst
others, and musicians Simon Vella, Tonio Borg,
Carmine Lauri and others.

“I was also involved in many festivals, teaching
music and arranging musical scores. Who klnows
how many parents came along asking me to see if
their children had any talent! They need only play
or sing a single note and I will be able to feel the
talent or otherwise of a person in front of me. But
there must also be imagination and style. Once a girl
with a beautiful and powerful voice came over, but
she insisted to imitate an Italian singer all the time.
I warned her. I told her “‘Why don’t you want to
be yourself only? Why do you want to be someone
else?’ She would not listen, that was many years ago
and she had of course to pay for her mistake in not
obeying what I said to her. She got lost.”

Society

“In the past Mellieha was a primitive village in
many ways. Not just livelihood, but all society was
primitive. In music there were the band clubs, but at
the same time there was no other music... perhaps
some folk music with a drum and with some Zagq,
bag-pipe music... and other things to make some
sounds with. In 1907 there was the La Vittoria that
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started some progress. At the end of the war things
started changing. We had electricity, we had radio,
later on we had television and Mellicha became
suddenly different. Mellieha is not a village with
a dozen peasants and a dozen fishermen anymore.
There were many fishermen here in the past,
perhaps as many as peasants. But there are none
today. There is not a single fisherman now. Mellieha
is like a city now. In summer there may be more
than twenty thousand inhabitants here! There is now
more possibility to listen to music, there is more
possibility to compare one’s ability as well.

“The two band clubs have all improved so much.
There are good musicians, they play serious music,
they take up challenges, and I am always there to
help if they need me. The people of Mellieha are of
course changing. Many come from other countries
or from other places to live with us. It is a new
society. They all say that we are nice people to live
with, the Mellieha people are easy to live with and
this is the truth. We are nice!

“Only the older people talk the Mellieha dialect
now. The younger ones do not, unfortunately. And it
is a beautiful dialect. The vowels are something so
natural, the sound of nature that the mouth can make.
The vocal chords vibrate and the mouth makes the
sound. At Mellieha we make use of seven different
vowels not just five, that is the dialect is richer. You
start with your mouth wide open for the ‘a’ and then
to pursed lips and finally to the rounded lips for the
vowel after the ‘u’... each time a different vowel is
sounded... The Maltese language is so old. It is as
old as Hebrew and as Arabic itself... ”

God, Energy and Time

At a certain moment, Karmnu left the table
to make a cup of tea. He had already offered me
a drink, and I opted for water. But he kept talking
even as he prepared the tea for himself. I do not
know what really happened, but we were suddenly
talking about God. I thought that we were somehow
talking about the universe, but il-Kaptin said:

“The universe! I love talking about that! I love
talking about music and then I love the universe!
Listen to this,” he said. Then he stood up, he brought
a piece of paper and a pen and resumed with what
he had in mind, jotting down letters and numbers
and figures and lines.

“Do you know about eternity?” I asked at a
certain point.

He looked at me

“I only know that it baffles me,” I said. “I would
like to know what it really is and what infinity is as
well, not just eternity. But infinity as well... there is
the infinite universe, but what lies beyond it... that

ek bbb b 4 pe b A e

GhaqdaMuzikali[lmperial(s/lzMelliehaw

Festaj2012%

is what I would like to know!”

“Look here,” he said slowly.

Karmnu drew a circle.

“This is what eternity is,” he said. “No starting
point and no end. But look at this as if it were a
perfect sphere. Not just a flat circle. Can there be
a beginning? Can there be the edge of this sphere?
One must be prepared to go deeper in this, just to try
to understand it. That is God in fact. That is the idea
of God, in fact!”

I looked blankly at him as he drew circles on the
paper and as he scribbled words around them.

“We know God because we can understand
only two attributes about God,” he continued.
“These two attributes are spirit and matter. We
cannot understand other attributes he must surely
have, because we are of limited intelligence and
we cannot imagine more than this. We are matter
and we understand matter; and we more or less do
our best to understand the idea of spirit, that is we
cannot even comprehend these two attributes in all
their fullness in our attempt to understand the idea
of God, can we?”

I felt him gazing at me.

“Both infinity and eternity combine to form
God,” he said. And I tried to understand. “And both
spirit and matter combine to form the understanding
of God. God the Father God who is energy, the Son
who represents the matter component because he
himself was matter, and God the Holy Spirit who
is the spirit component. This is not three, but this is
one idea and one concept which is God one single
idea.”

“Do you mean that God is therefore an idea of
energy only?” I knew that this had nothing at all to
do with Mellieha and with livelihood at all, but I
was really intrigued at discovering a basically old
man who as far as I knew had never come across
Philosophy and these heavy religious concepts of
God, the Universe, infinity and eternity, presenting
his own ideas.

“What I'm saying is that energy gave way to
matter,” he said “Yes, that’s right. That is God. And
we cannot explain that in five minutes can we?”

“Do you mean that that energy can become
matter?” 1 asked, remembering vaguely what
Physics teachers tell their students.

“That’s right!” he exclaimed. “And who can
understand the process by which energy becomes
matter?” he asked. “Not only that. But God did
become matter, God had his Son made man, his first
born. But that is not the end of the story! There is
more to it than that! Then there are other sons, we
are the other sons, the angels are the second in line,
then there are human beings... we are third in line
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that is... Then there are the animals, there is nature,
there is also Mother Nature and all the matter in the
universe, and there is then all Creation. But as man
we are high up in that order... do you understand
how it is? That is Creation...”

Rather than discussing, I was asking myself,
whether il-Kaptin had actually been hitting on the
idea of the explanation of the Big Bang theory and
the moment of Creation.

“Have you ever heard of the Big Bang?” I asked.

“No one is absolutely certain what happened,”
he said matter-of-factedly. “But whichever way you
look at it there was the moment which no one can be
sure of. Everything must have been created in this
way. Even wrongness and wickedness come out of
this for a simple reason.”

He looked at me in my eyes.

“Do you know why even wrong resulted from
all this?”

I shook my head.

“It is because of God giving freedom to all. God
gave us all a good measure of autonomy which in
time gave rise to the wrong that destroys what is
perfect! God is perfect, and we come back to the
sphere I talked to you about. And that sphere is
perfect. For the sphere or for God, there is no need
of the idea of time for example, because the sphere
has no beginning and no end even in time. In fact,
that is time. It is the human need to move away
from perfection. Do you follow? The need to find
the edge of the sphere and move on. God does not
move; for God there is no need of the idea of time
and there is no past and there is no need for a future.
Only we have the need of the idea of movement,
and if we have this idea of movement and the idea
of time, that is the idea of speed, we must have the
baffling problem of infinity in space, and the idea of
eternity in time which are tied to the understanding
of time and the understanding of movement. That
is something which only humans need to worry
about!”

The discussion was so enjoyable, yet so
unexpectedly baffling, amusing and at the same
time so surprisingly enlightening. We mentioned
Stephen Hawking, the Big Bang, galaxies and
stars, clay and the creation of Adam and Eve, and
we talked about concepts one discusses only in
the Physics classroom. //-Kaptin expounded his
ideas on gravity and further points on perfection,
distancing oneself from God, and the music all
about us. I marvelled at the nature and the depth
of what we were talking about and could not help
looking at the simple environment I had around me,
the simple table, the simple table cooker, the simple
chair and the humble characters I was supposed to
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expect to find in my quest for identity with Mellieha
as my site of investigation. [/-Kaptin had only
been to a primary school more than seventy years
ago. He kept looking at me shrewdly yet kindly,
affectionately. And I knew exactly that he was
aware of what was going on in my mind.

Then I smiled.

The Cook’s Story

Talking to Karmnu [-Kaptin, 1 had the same
predicament that I had felt when I was talking to
Professor Godfrey Wettinger. These are old people
and they are Mellieha characters who also indicate
clearly the characteristics of our identity. A people’s
identity has so many facets. There are so many
details that describe it. Man does not live by bread
alone. Il-Kaptin’s interest in his own subsistence was
to him secondary. His environment was a different
environment. It was clear that moving towards his
musical aptitude and interests was to him the most
important thing in life.

“Do you mind if I ask you a question?” I asked
suddenly. “If you do not want to answer it, do not...

“Karm,” 1 asked, “How come you never
married?”

He smiled. He chuckled to himself.

“I’m a normal man,” he said slowly. “But it was
my choice not to want to marry. I had my chances,
but I never wanted to go for it for two reasons.
Firstly I was always of the idea that I wanted to
play music only, and a wife with children would
somehow detract my attention from what I wanted.
I was sure it would not be fair on me and not fair on
other people as well.

“Secondly I had been seeing so many beautiful
females and talking to them daily all my life from
the time I started teaching when I was just twenty
years old till fifty years later when I was seventy!
I was to experience the same story of the cook! Do
you know what happened to the cook? Eh? Well
the cook had been preparing one fine dish after the
other and when he had finished people expected him
to choose a nice dish for himself! But he had had
all he could! And he knew all about them as well!
So he just wanted a piece of bread with some oil!
Nothing else!”

“I now need to listen to you playing the violin,”
I said after some time.

He is an octogenarian, yet he is so alert, so calm.

“Sure,” he answered with a smile, and brought
his violin from a cupboard.

And the next minute I was listening to a melody
of his creation that floated around the room and out
into the yard and into the streets of Mellieha.
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II-Gimgha - 24 t’/Awwissu
8.00p.m. Barbeque fil-Pjazza tal-Parroc¢¢a. Ikun hemm kant u divertiment iehor. Mistednin specjali Joe
Farrugia d-Dulli u Veronique Farrugia.

Is-Sibt/- 25/t’/Awwissu
5.00p.m. Loghob ghal kulhadd organizzat mis-Sezzjoni Zghazagh tal-Ghagda Muzikali Imperial
gewwa l-kazin. Fost loghob iehor ikun hemm kompetizzjoni tal-Billiard, Bixkla, Playstation
Tournament.

It-Tnejn - 27 t'/Awwissu
6.30p.m. Tombla Specjali organizzata mill-Kumitat Nisa tal-Ghaqda Muzikali Imperial.
6.30p.m. Is-Sezzjoni Zghazagh ser jorganizzaw Treasure Hunt li ser tkun miftuha ghal dawk iz-zghazagh
kollha 1i jixtiequ jippartec¢ipaw.
8.30p.m. Wara li jispicCaw iz-zewg attivitajiet imsemmija ser tigi organizzata Pasta Night gewwa
I-Kazin. Waqt l-ikel ser jigi organizzat briju mis-sezzjoni zghazagh.

It-Tlieta — 28 t’Awwissu

8.00p.m. Kuncert Generali tal-Programm tal-Festa mill-Banda u 1-Kor Imperial fis-Sala tal-Kazin taht
id-direzzjoni tas-Surmast Direttur Mro Anthony Borg.

ll-Gimgha - 31 t‘/Awwissu
6.30p.m. Is-Soc¢jeta flimkien mal-Banda u 1-Kor jiehdu sehem fi¢-¢elebrazzjoni religjuza fil-Knisja
Parrokkjali fl-okkazjoni ta” “Jum I-Ghaqdiet Civi¢i”
8.00p.m. Laqgha socali ghall-emigranti Mellehin li jkunu fostna biex flimkien maghna jiccelebraw il-
Festa ta’ Marija Bambina.

II-Hadd - 2 ta’Settembru

8.00p.m. Programm Vokali u Strumentali mill-Banda u I-Kor Imperial taht id-direzzjoni tas-Surmast
Direttur Mro Anthony Borg fil-Pjazza tal-Parro¢¢a. Wara jsir riceviment fis-Sala tal-Kazin.
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8.00p.m.  Riceviment fil-Kazin ghall-membri tal-Kumitati, bandisti, membri tal-Kor flimkien man-nisa u
l-irgiel taghhom.

It-Tlieta - 4 ta”Settembru
8.00p.m. Mar¢ mill-Banda Imperial li jibda minn Triq 1-Gherien, Triq Snajjin, Triq il-Kbira, Triq Gorg
Borg Olivier, Triq il-Parro¢c¢a sal-Pjazza tal-Parrocca.

L-Erbgha - 5 ta’Settembru
8.00p.m. Mar¢ mill-Banda San Gorg ta’ Bormla minn Triq Vincenzo Ciappara, Triq Napuljun Caruana
Dingli, Triq id-Dhin, Triq il-Mithna 1-Gdida, Triq il-Mithna 1-Qadima, Triq San Guzepp, Triq
il-Kappillan Magri, Triq il-Mithna 1-Gdida, Triq il-Parroé¢ca u jispié¢ca fil-Pjazza tal-Parrocéa.

Il-Hamis/- 6 ta’ Settembru
8.00p.m. Mar¢ mill-Banda Imperial minn Triq Napuljun Caruana Dingli (fejn il-Ground), Triq il-Muna,
Triq Santa Marija, Triq Frangisk Zahra, Triq il-Kbira, Triq Sant’Anna, Triq il-Parro¢¢a u
jispicca fil-Pjazza tal-Parrocca.

II-Gimgha - 7 ta’ Settembru

7.00p.m. Mar¢ mill-Banda Imperial minn Triq il-Kbira kantuniera ma’ Triq is-Salib, Triq Sant’Anna,
Triq il-Parrocc¢a u jispicca fil-Pjazza tal-Parrocca.

9.15p.m. Il-Banda Imperial taht id-direzzjoni tas-Surmast Anthony Borg tesegwixxi I-Innu “Ad Unur ta’
Marija Bambina”, versi ta’ Nikol Biancardi u muzika tas-Surmast Vincenzo Ciappara. Flimkien
mal-Banda, jiehdu sehem it-Tenur Brian Cefai, il-Baritonu Alfred Camlleri u 1-Kor tal-Ghaqda
Muzikali Imperial. II-programm jintemm bid-daqq tal-Innu Mar¢ Popolari “Tal-Iljun”, flimkien
mal-Innu tal-Banda, fost il-briju tal-partitarji u nies prezenti.

Is-Sibt — 8 ta’ Settembru

530p.m. Mar¢ mill-Banda San Sebastjan tas-Soc¢jeta Filarmonika Pinto ta’ Hal Qormi minn Triq
Sant’ Anna, Triq il-Parroc¢a u jispicca f’Misrah il-Parrocca.
Wara jittella’ programm muzikali mill-Banda San Sebastjan taht id-direzzjoni tas-Surmast
Direttur taghha Mro Domenic Darmanin FL.C.M. quddiem il-Kazin. Il-programm jilhaq il-
qofol tieghu bid-daqq tal-Innu “Ad Unur ta’ Marija Bambina” hekk kif l-istatwa tasal quddiem
il-Kazin.

ll-Hadd - 9/ta’ Settembru
Filghaxija se tigi organizzata harga fuq il-Hop On Hop Off tal-ghada tal-festa mill-Kumitat
Nisa. Ser jigi organizzat briju mis-sezzjoni Zghazagh bhas-sena li ghaddiet.
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Friday - 24 August 2012

8.00p.m. BBQ organised by the Imperial Band Club
in Parish Square Mellieha. Special guest Joe

Farrugia (Dulli) and Veronique Farrugia.

Saturday - 25" Augusti2012
5.00p.m. Games organised by the youths section of
the Imperial Band Club within the Club
premises. Amongst other games there will
be a Billiard Competition and a Play station
Tournament.

Monday - 27" August 2012

6.30p.m. A special bingo organised by the Ladies
Committee of the Imperial Band Club.

6.30p.m. The youths section will organise a Treasure
Hunt, which will be open to all youths
interested to participate.

8.30p.m. A Pasta Night will be organised at the

Imperial Band Club.

Tuesday - 28" August 2012
8.00p.m. General rehearsal by the Imperial Band and
Choir.

Friday/-31* August 2012

6.30p.m. The Imperial Brass Ensemble and Choir
together with the club’s committee and
members participate during a Holy Mass in
the Mellieha Parish Church.

8.00p.m. Annual Get Together at the Imperial Band

Club for Emigrants.

Sunday - 279 September.2012
8.00p.m. Vocal and instrumental concert by the
Imperial Band and Choir at the Parish
Square. A reception will be held afterwards
at the Imperial Band Club.

Monday/-34/September,2012
8.00p.m. A reception will be held for the Committee,
band and choir members, together with their
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The Imperial Band Club
for the feast in honeur of

Our Lady of Victories

Patren off Mellleha

Tuesday - 4t September. 2012

8.30p.m. Band marches by the Imperial Band from
Mellieha Heights to Mellieha Parish Square.
Wednesday/- 5" September2012
8.30p.m. Band marches by St George’s Band from V.
Ciappara Street to Mellieha Parish Square.
Thursday - 6" September’2012
8.30p.m. Band Marches by the Imperial Band from

N. Caruana Dingli Street to Mellieha Parish
Square.

Friday - 7*" September. 2012
7.00p.m. Band Marches by the Imperial Band from
Main Street to Parish Square. Afterwards the
Imperial Band and Choir will perform the
Hymn in honour of Our Lady of Victories on
the stage. The programme comes to an end
with ‘Tal-Iljun’ and the Imperial Hymns.

8!"'September,2012

Band marches by St Sebastian Band of Qormi
from St Anne’s Street to Parish Square.
Afterwards St Sebastian Band will perform
a concert in Parish Square. On the arrival of
the statue of Our Lady of Victories in front
of the club, the St Sebastian Band, joined by
the Imperial Choir, will perform the Hymn in
honour of Our Lady of Victories.

Sunday - 9*"'September,2012
In the evening an outing will be organised
on the Hop On Hop Off Buses to end up the
activities organised for the village feast.

Saturday/ -
5.30p.m.
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Hekk gie deskritt Dun Nazzareno Caruana jew
kif nafu ahjar jien iz-Ziju Dun Zaren, dakinhar
tal-funeral tieghu celebrat fit-12 ta’ Lulju, 2012.
[l-mewt ta’ Dun Zaren nhar id-9 ta’ Lulju, 2012
tista’ tghid hasdet lil kulhadd ghaliex kienet wahda
habta u sabta. Ghalkemm lili ppruvaw jghiduli
b’diskrezzjoni kbira minhabba I-kundizzjoni li kont
fiha, xorta wahda hadtha bi kbira sew u l-ewwel
reazzjoni tieghi kienet jekk kinux certi minn dak li
kienu ged jghidu u dan ghaliex sa ftit gimghat qabel
kien ghadu kif kien qed iqaddes fil-funeral tal-mara
taz-ziju tieghi u kien jidher mimli sahha.

Niftakru dakinhar kien stagsieni kif jien u biex
noqghod attenta minhabba t-tarbija. Mur ghidli li
xahrejn wara kont ser nattendi ghall-funeral tieghu.

Izda xtaqt nikteb dan Il-artiklu biex infakkar
dak li kien tajjeb u sabih f’din il-persuna li tant

‘Sacerdot Ezemplari’
u‘Ziffa Helwa’

Ghaqda Muzikali Imperlal II Melliehaw

Festa 201 27

L:_L_

DLaawne Vella Cuschieri

halliet impatt mhux biss mal-familjari taghha imma
ma’ bosta komunitajiet f’Malta. Dun Nazzareno
Caruana twieled nhar it-22 ta’ Frar, 1947 kwazi
sentejn biss qabel ommi li fil-fatt kien jigi z-ziju
taghha. Iben Anthony u Giuseppa Caruana kien
il-hdax-il wiehed fost erbatax-il ahwa, twieled il-
Mellieha fi Triq il-Parro¢é¢a fejn baqa’ jghix sakemm
gie appuntat ghall-ewwel darba Kappillan u kellu
jitlag mill-villagg.

Lahaq qassis madwar sebgha u tletin sena ilu ftit
xhur qabel ma gie nieqes missieru. Tista’ timmagina
I-genituri tieghu kif ukoll hutu fosthom nannti
Giovanna Caruana (ohtu I-kbira) x’ferh hassew
meta rawh jiehu l-istat ta’ qassis. Xi kultant f’qalbi
nahseb li I-buznanniet tieghi qishom kienu jafu li
d-destin tieghu kellu jkun fil-qadi ta’ Alla I-Missier
sa mill-bidu nett tant li ssmmewh Nazzareno.

www.imperialbandclub.com
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Ghall-bidu tas-sacerdozju tieghu serva bhala
vici-parroku hawnhekk fil-Mellieha kif ukoll kien
direttur spiritwali ta’ din is-Socjeta fejn serva f’dan
ir-rwol sakemm gie msejjah barra mill-Mellieha.
Dakinhar tal-funeral tieghu Dun Mose¢ Debono
b’ghozza kbira qaghad jispjegali kemm kien kbir il-
kontribut ta’ Dun Zaren fil-bini u I-ftuh ta¢-Centru
Parrokkjali fil-Mellieha li tant kien hawn bzonnu
madwar hamsa u tletin sena ilu. Filwaqt li beda
jkellimni fuqu hassejtni kburija li jien nifforma
parti mill-familja ta’ din il-persuna tant ghaqlija u
ghaziza ghal hafna nies.

Jiena personalment kont nafu bhala persuna
kwieta izda li parir ghall-gid gatt ma jzomm lura
milli jghidulek. Ghalkemm familja kbira hafna, kien
ikun jaf kull wiehed u wahda minna minn xiex inhu
ghaddej u fejn seta’ dejjem offra 1-ghajnuna tieghu.
Tista’ tghid ghammed u zewweg lil kull membru
tal-familja 1i jinsab Malta u anki bosta minn dawk li
jinsabu fil-Kanada, fl-Amerika u fl-Awstralja. Qatt
ma kien jitlef xi okkazjoni fejn kien ikun mitlub li
jqaddes, anzi kien jaghmel dan kollu minn qalbu.
Privatament naf li kien ihobb jaqra, kien ukoll ipitter
u I-ghozza tieghu kienet li jsiefer, mhux ghall-pjacir
izda biex ikattar dejjem aktar 1-gherf fuq Alla li tant
kien ghaziz ghalih.

Izda 1-Bambin kellu progetti akbar ghal Dun
Zaren u fil-fatt ftit wara li lahaq sa¢erdot gie appuntat
Kappillan ta’ Hal Kirkop. Ghadni niftakarni tifla
zghira mmorru I-festi ta’ Hal Kirkop u nidhlu fejn
Dun Zaren u l-buznanna Giuseppa li sa dak iz-
zmien kienet ghadha tghix mieghu u hu kien jiehu
hsiebha b’tant ghozza.

www.imperialbandclub.com

Wara gie appuntat Kappillan ta’ Hal Lija fejn
serva ghal bosta snin, mexa wkoll bhala Kappillan
fil-Parro¢¢a tal-Kuncizzjoni 1-Hamrun filwaqt li
ghal dawn l-ahhar tmien snin u fughom serva bhala
Kappillan gewwa l-Imgabba. Il-kontribut tieghu
lejn dawn il-komunitajiet deher c¢ar fit-tislima
kbira li lkoll tawh dakinhar tal-funeral tieghu fejn
attendew ’il fuq minn 120 membru tal-kleru, tista’
tghid l-Imgabba kollha kif ukoll bosta nies mill-
komunitajiet precedenti fejn huwa serva.

Kulhadd, b’dieqa kbira, ta l-ahhar tislima lill-
Kappillan 1i bil-kalma kollha izda minghajr ma
kien izomm lura milli jwiddeb bil-mod sottili
tieghu dejjem kien ta’ ezempju tajjeb ghal dawk ta’
madwaru. Laqtuni kliem li kiteb tifel li ftit gimghat
qabel il-mewt ta’ Dun Zaren, l-istess Dun Zaren
kien tah l-ewwel tqarbina f’ittra ta’ tislima li huwa
kitiblu:

‘Kont persuna umli u ta’ ftit kliem, izda dak
li kont tghid kien ta’ importanza kbira u li jhalli
impatt. lI-Quddiesa tal-Hadd kienet tkun mistennija
minna lkoll ghax xhin tispic¢éa kont tigi tkellimna
fuq iz-zuntier. Dejjem sibt cans li tghidilna dawk
l-erba’ kelmiet avolja kont imhabbat hafna’

Ghaziz Dun Zaren jien ghadni ged nistenna li
nhares ’il fuq lejn l-artal u narak hemmhekk tqaddes
flimkien mal-qassisin l-ohra. Dan izda issa mhux
ser isehh u ser jibga’ biss fil-bosta memorji sbieh li
ghandi tieghek.

Berikna u hu hsiebna lkoll minn fejn il-hanin
Alla li tant habbejt u qde;jt.
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Phone Orders are accepted!

Vast range of top-brand products
at super-saver prices!
Perfumes Baby Products Skin Care
Detergents  Toiletries Cleaning Equipment
Car Care Products Washing Liquids & Powders
.. and much, much more!

Opening Hours: Mon - Fri: 09:00- 13:00 & 16:00- 19:00
Thursday: 09:00- 19:00
Saturday: 09:00 - 14200

RESTAURANT
PIZZERIA
TAKE AWAY
BAR CAFE
DOLCERIA
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Al fresco dining
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Il-kelma “Fidi”, ahna generalment nithmu l-att
tal-menti li bih naccettaw bhala veri l-veritajiet
rivelati minn Alla, ghaliex irrivelahomlna Hu. Dan
il-hsieb jagbel mal-hsieb bibbliku fuq il-Fidi, izda
I-Bibbja, f’dan ir-rigward, tafferma aktar is-sens
tal-fiducja tal-bniedem 1i jaccetta 1-Kelma ta’ Alla;
ghax Alla, la jqarraq u lanqas jitqarraq.

Il-hsieb bibbliku tal-Fidi, johrog mill-gherq
“aman” (emmen), li tfisser “tkun fis-sod”, mohhok
mistrieh li tkun fis-sewwa zgur, ghax isserrah fuq il-
kelma ta’ Alla li hu “fidil”, ta’ min jafdah u joqghod
fuqu, ta’ kelmtu (Dewteronomju 7, 9; Geremija 42,
5). Wiehed jemmen f’Alla, jew ahjar, lil Alla, ghax
jafda fih, u joqghod b’mohhu mistrieh fuq il-kelma
tieghu.

Naraw x’jghidilna 1-Kon¢ilju Vatikan it-Tieni
fuq dan is-suggett: F’Kapitlu III, insibu f’numru
84, naqraw: “It-tifsir tal-Wirt tal-Fidi - Il-wirt tal-
Fidi fdat lill-Milja kollha tal-Knisja”: “Il-wirt
imgaddes” (1 Timotju 6, 20; 2 Timotju 1, 12-14)
tal-fidi (depositum fidei) li jinsab fit-Tradizzjoni
u fl-Iskrittura Mqaddsa, gie fdat mill-Appostli
lill-Knisja kollha. “Il-Poplu Qaddis ta’ Alla kollu,
huwa u jintrabat ma’ dan il-wirt, flimkien mar-
rghajja, jibqa’ dejjem shih fit-taghlim tal-Appostli,
fl-ghaqda bejn kulhadd, fil-qsim tal-hobz u fit-talb,
hekk 1i fil-harsien, fil-hajja u fl-istqarrija tal-Fidi
li twasslitlu, ikun hemm, bejn ir-rghajja u 1-fidili,
ghaqda fl-ispirtu tassew singulari”.

Din kienet il-Fidi ta’ Abraham (Genesi 15, 6), 1i
fit-tradizzjoni Lhudija u Nisranija, ittichdet bhala
ezempju tal-Fidi vera (Rumani 4,3; Galatin 3,6;
Lhud 11,8).

Temmen f{’Alla, jew lil Alla, ifisser taccetta
I-Kelma tieghu, ukoll jekk tqila jew iebsa, u toqghod
ghaliha, b’mohhok mistrieh ghal kollox.

Fit-Testment il-gdid, jibqa’ I-istess hsieb tal-Fidi
f’ Alla tat-Testment il-Qadim, izda jinghad ukoll, u
fl-istess sens ghall-Fidi f’Gesti Kristu.

II-Kelma Griega ghall-Fidi tat-Testment il-Gdid

Xi tfisser ghalik
il-Fidi Kattolika?

GhaqdaMuzikali Imperlal II Melliehaw

Festa 201 27

Mons. Dun Mosé Debono

hi “pistis”, u I-verb “pisteuo” - “nemmen”.

Tfisser sew il-fidi f’Alla u f’Gesu Kristu, u sew
il-fidu¢ja fihom, jew fil-kelma taghhom. Ghalhekk
hi wkoll fidi fl-Evangelju, jew ubbidjenza ghall-
Evangelju ta’ Gest Kristu (Rumani 5,1; 10,16;
16,26)

Fit-Testment il-Gdid, Gesl hu l-oggett tal-Fidi
u fl-istess hin mottiv tal-Fidi. L-Evangelji juru
li Gesti kien jitlob lin-nies jemmnu fih innifsu u
jemmnu ghall-kelma tieghu. Il-Profeti kienu jheggu
I-poplu biex jemmnu f’Alla u jemmnu ghall-kelma
tieghu mwassla lilhom permezz taghhom. Gesl
kien jipprezenta lilu nnifsu u s-setgha tieghu bhala
oggett tal-Fidi (Mattew 9,28; Mark 4,41; Luqa 8,35;
Mark 2,10). Min jemmen, irid jac¢etta lil Gesu ta’
Nazaret kif hu nnifsu jipprezenta ruhu.

[I-Fidi tigi mill-kelma, mis-smigh tal-kelma ta’
Kristu (Rumani 10,14-17). Ghalhekk, jehtieg ix-
xandir bil-“Kelma tal-Fidi” (Rumani 10,8). Jemmen
min jisma’ l-kelma, jilgaghha u joqghod ghaliha;
biha jasal ghall-“ubbidjenza tal-Fidi” (Rumani 1,5).
Dan fifisser li I-Fidi mhijiex biss a¢¢ettazzjoni tal-
kelma, izda wkoll azzjoni skont il-Kelma. Ghal
Pawlu m’hemmx Fidi vera minghajr l-azzjoni li
tohrog mill-Fidi. Hawn jigi jagbel mat-taghlim ta’
San Gakbu li, “hi mejta 1-Fidi minghajr ghemil”
(Gakbu 2,26). Mhux min jisma’ 1-Kelma jkun
iggustifikat quddiem Alla, iZzda min, wara li jkun
semaghha, jac¢ettaha, joqghod ghaliha u jaghmilha
(Gakbu 1,22-25; Rumani 13.,8-10). Din hi I-Fidi
hajja, u I-Fidi taghti 1-hajja.

II-Fidi hi I-pedament tal-hwejjeg 1li ghandna
nittamaw, hija I-prova tal-hwejjeg li ma jidhrux
(Lhud 11,1). Il-bniedem li jemmen ma jaccéettax
biss il-Kelma ta’ Alla u ta’ Ibnu Gesti Kristu ghal
din il-hajja, izda jemmen ukoll fil-weghdiet tal-hajja
ta’ dejjem li ghad trid tigi (1 Tessalonkin 4,14).

Mhux bizzejjed li temmen, imma trid tipprattika
wkoll dak li temmen. Inti trid tkun taf mhux biss
ir-Religjon Kattolika, imma li tghixha wkoll, u li

www.imperialbandclub.com
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bl-ezempji tajba tieghek, tkun kapaci twassalha lill-
ohrajn. U lanqas dan mhu bizzejjed, ghax hemm
bzonn li tkun taf ukoll tiddefendiha r-Religjon - bil-
karita kollha - kontra dawk li jriduk tabbandunaha
- ghax huma twemmin vojt. U biex tkun taf sewwa
x’titlob minnek ir-Religjon Kattolika, trid tagbad
f’idejk il-“Katekizmu tal-Knisja Kattolika™; trid
tkun midhla sewwa tal-Iskrittura Mqaddsa; li tghix
hajja ezemplari; li jigri x’jigri kontra r-Religjon
Kattolika, int ma ghandek qatt iccedi ghall-gerq
u l-gideb ta’ min m’ghandux Fidi u li jridek tkun
bhalu. Ma tistax tkun bezziegh u indifferenti.

Ahna ghandnankunu nies ferhanin li ahna membri
tal-Knisja Kattolika, u 1i Alla ghogbu jibghatna
f’familja nisranija, u li 1-genituri taghna tellghuna
fir-rispett lejn Alla u lejn il-Knisja li waqqaf fostna
Ibnu Gest Kristu. Ahna ghandna napprezzaw bis-

shih din il-gawhra li ghandna f’idejna, u ghandna
niehdu hsiebha u nikkurawha biex ma tinteliex
bl-ghabra u bil-hmieg 1i jistghu jaqghu fugha, u
jtappnuha u jhammguha. U aghar minn hekk, ikun
meta wiehed jasal biex isir indifferenti, traskurat
ghall-Fidi li jkun ir¢ieva u haddem matul hajtu,
u ma jibgax jiftakar f’dak id-don (ir-rigal kbir) li
Alla jkun tah permezz tal-Maghmudija, u li ghamlu
membru haj fil-Knisja Kattolika, li Ibnu stess
waqqaf ghas-salvazzjoni tal-bnedmin.

“AGNOSCE, O CHRISTIANE, DIGNITATEM
TUAM!”

“AGHRAF, O NISRANI, ID-DINJITA (IL-
KOBOR) TIEGHEK!”

(Espressjoni tal-Papa San Leone 1-Kbir)

Ninghaqdu mad-Dinja kollha
halli naghtu qima lill-

IMQADDSA

VERGNI

MARIJA

f’gheluq sninha nhar it-8 ta’ Settembru.

Aghtiha r-Ruzarju bhala rigal

“Mur u ppriedka r-Ruzarju u I-ghadu ta’ kull gid
Jjigi mirbuh.” - il-Madonna lil San Duminku

“Wiehed mill-mezzi l-izjed tajba biex naslu li nbiddlu
hajjitna m’huwiex haga ohra hlief

ir-recita tar-Ruzarju.” -

www.imperialbandclub.com
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Ghal darb’ohra, il-President u 1-kumitat tal-Banda
Imperial, regghu stednuni sabiex nikteb l-artiklu
tieghi fil-ktejjeb tant interessanti li jkun ippubblikat fl-
okkazjoni tal-festa titulari taghna ta’ Marija Bambina
li tfakkarna fit-Twelid tal-Vergni Marija.

Fil-bidu tax-xahar ta’ Settembru ta’ kull sena fil-
parro¢ca taghna tibda tinhass sewwa l-atmosfera tal-
festa. Minkejja li 1-festa tkun i¢celebrata kull sena, din
l-atmosfera tinhass xorta wahda meta tibda toqrob u
xorta tkun mistennija mill-komunita Mellihija kollha
u anke minn dawk il-hafna emigranti li jigu jzuruna ta’
kull sena. Ma jonqosx li I-festa taghna tkun mistennija
minn hafna Maltin u Ghawdxin li ta’ kull sena jigu
biex igawdu l-festa tal-Vitorja maghna. Il-festa tal-
Bambina - il-festa taghna — minn dejjem kienet
popolari.

Missieri Lippu kien jghidli li hu jiftakar li meta
kien zghir, il-pjazza princ¢ipali ta’ quddiem il-knisja,
il-pjazza ta’ quddiem is-Santwarju tal-Madonna
sa hdejn i¢-¢imiterju kienu jkunu mimlija bin-nies
isegwu l-baned taghna wagqt il-mar¢i. Jiftakar it-tarag
li mill-Knisja Parrokkjali jaghti ghas-Santwarju, kien
ikun mimli nies jisimghu lill-ghannejja jghannu lejlet
il-festa. Jiftakar ukoll lil xi nies jaqlu I-fniek, ohrajn
ibighu I-gelati tal-bezzun u xi bejjiegha jbieghu
I-gugarelli tal-injam.

Perd, illum mhux ser nikteb fuq il-festi tal-
imghoddi. Din id-darba ser nikteb fuq kemm il-festi
taghna jirrikjedu hsieb, xoghol, organizzazzjoni u
anke sagrifi¢¢ji. Irridu niftakru li minghajr ix-xoghol
ta’ hafna nies iddedikati u dilettanti, il-festi ma
jistghux ikunu success. Jekk fil-Mellieha ma jkollokx
nies — zghazagh u anke nies ikbar fl-eta — li lesti
jaghtu l-hin liberu taghhom sabiex jinvolvu rwichom
fl-organizzazzjoni u t-tfassil tal-programmi tal-festa,
il-parro¢¢a ma jistax ikollha dik il-festa sabiha li
I-komunita tant tkun tixtieq u tistenna.

Qieghed nikteb fuq dan il-ktejjeb li tohrog ghaqda
Mellihija ghaliex nifhem il-hsieb, ix-xoghol u
s-sagrificcji li jaghmlu dawk 1i huma fil-kumitat ta’ din
I-ghaqda muzikali. Il-Banda Imperial kienet u ghadha
impenjata sewwa fil-festa taghna. Sa mit-twelid taghha

Bis-sehem taghna lkoll
dejjem ikollna festa sabiha

(ECTE MuZ|kaI| Imperlal II Melliehal

Christopher Bartolo

f1-1930, dejjem tat il-kontribut siewi taghha ghas-
success tal-festa taghna. Ghall-grazzja t’ Alla, il-Banda
Imperial u I-ghaqdiet muzikali l-ohrajn kollha, dejjem
taw il-kontribut u l-ghajnuna taghhom ghas-success
tal-festa; ghalhekk bir-ragun dawn huma apprezzati u
mistennija sabiex iferrhuna bid-daqq taghhom fil-jiem
tant sbieh ghalina 1-Mellihin.

Il-kelma “festa” hija kelma qasira ghaliex fiha
hames ittri biss, pero, it-tifsira taghha hija kbira hafna.
Meta tibda tahseb x’tirrikjedi festa, malajr tintebah
kemm tkun tinvolvi xoghol. Festa tfisser responsabbilta
fuq hafna aspetti taghha. Bhala festa religjuza, hemm
bzonn li l-festa tilhaq l-iskopijiet taghha fosthom li
sservi ta’ tigdid spiritwali fil-komunita u 1i thalli I-frott
spiritwali li huma l-aktar affarijiet importanti ghaliex
naghmlu festa lill-patruni taghna.

Fugq livell ta’ parrocca, tfisser ukoll impenn kollettiv
kbir minn hafna nies li kultant lanqas biss tkun
gieghed timmagina. Jitlagqghu hafna ideat li mbaghad
jitpoggew fil-prattika sabiex jinholoq ambjent festiv
xieraq, fejn kulhadd ikun ferah u ha gost b’dak kollu
li jkun gie organizzat. Hafna drabi, dawk involuti
fl-organizzazzjoni jkunu qgeghdin jahdmu b’hafna
sagrific¢ju mhux biss ghalihom izda wkoll ghall-
familjari taghhom.

Dawn il-ftit punti li semmejt huma kollha importanti
sabiex festa jkollha r-rizultati ta’ su¢cess mixtieq fejn
mhux biss tkun ghaddiet b’wic¢ il-gid izda thalli hafna
frott, kemm spiritwali kif ukoll materjali. Tajjeb li
l-ghada tal-festa kulhadd iqum jirringrazzja lil Alla
tal-festa sabiha li kellna, imma jkun ahjar li kulhadd
jiftahar kemm kellna festa religjuza b’funzjonijiet
sbieh li jkunu hallew hafna frott spiritwali, kultant
minghajr ma jkun jidher.

Fil-festa taghna, ahna dejjem nahdmu sabiex kull
attivita li norganizzaw taghmel il-festa wahda religjuza
u Maltija. Darba kont gieghed waqt laggha, 1i minn
zmien ghal Zmien nattendi ghalihom u xi hadd ghadda
kumment tajjeb fuq il-festi li lili lagatni hafna. Dan
qal li dawk li jorganizzaw xi festa, tkun liema tkun,
iridu jzommu quddiem ghajnejhom Ii l-festa gisha
Jjigsaw puzzle. Kompla jghid li fil-kaxxa jew borza
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ghandek bicciet zghar li meta tghaqqadhom, jiffurmaw
l-istampa sabiha 1i tidher fuq barra tal-kaxxa. II-
bicciet separati fil-kaxxa ma fihom l-ebda sinifikat,
izda meta tibda tghaqgadhom bil-mod u bil-pacenzja,
tibda tara l-istampa tifforma sakemm tkun kompluta.
Imbaghad tkun tista’ tara s-sbuhija taghha u dawk
il-bi¢ciet x’kienu jfissru. Spicca biex spjega li meta
I-istampa kollha tkun kompluta, b hafna hsieb, xoghol
u pacenzja, tkun tista’ tgawdiha u tiehu s-sodisfazzjon
tax-xoghol 1i tkun ghamilt. Dan il-kumment rigward
il-jigsaw puzzle jghodd ghall-festi taghna, kemm
dawk interni kif ukoll dawk esterni, ghaliex kull festa
titlob hafna hsibijiet u preparazzjonijiet mahsubin
minn hafna individwi li mbaghad jigu pprogrammati
f’attivitajiet ghal hafna nies. Hija bhall-bic¢iet tal-
Jigsaw puzzle 1i meta tghaqgqadhom kollha flimkien bl-
attenzjoni, tinholoq festa wahda bi skop wiehed. Jien
dejjem nghid li festa ssir u ssehh bis-sehem ta’” hafna
nies u ghaqdiet differenti.

L-ewwel bi¢¢a minn din l-istampa i rridu nfittxu
sabiex tibda tinghaqad ix-xena vera hija dik tal-
kappillan u 1-kleru, jigifieri s-sacerdoti kollha tal-
parroc¢a. Hemm imbaghad il-Kunsill Parrokkjali u
I-Kummissjoni Liturgija. Dawn huma dawk li jfasslu
I-funzjonijiet li jsiru matul il-granet tal-festa. Hemm
ukoll tliet gruppi 1i tant jahdmu mas-sagristan sabiex
matul il-granet tal-festa jkollna knisja mzejna sabiha
u nadifa, kif ukoll min idoqq il-gqniepen li huma parti
importanti mill-festa wkoll.

Partijiet ohrajn minn din l-istampa huma dawk
tal-grupp tal-abbatini, it-tliet fratellanzi li, flimkien
mar-reffiegha u dawk tal-for¢ina, jiehdu hsieb jerfghu
I-vara sabiha taghna. Hemm diversi korijiet li jaghtu
sehemhom fil-funzjonijiet ta’ matul il-granet tal-festa.
F’bi¢ca ohra mill-istampa nsibu wkoll lill-Grupp tal-
Armar 1i jiehu hsieb jarma 1-pjazza u t-toroq tar-rahal
taghna.

Naraw ukoll 1ill-Ghaqda Piroteknika (il-grupp tan-
nar) tirsisti sabiex bil-loghob tan-nar il-festa tkompli
tissebbah. Dawk li jzejnu 1-fa¢¢ata tal-knisja, il-pjazza
u t-toroq taghna wkoll jaghtu s-sehem taghhom sabiex
dawn izidu l-atmosfera ta’ festa.

Sabiex din l-istampa tkun kompluta, insibu 1-bi¢ca
fejn jaghtu s-sehem taghhom it-tliet ghaqdiet muzikali
li nsibu fil-parro¢¢a — il-Banda La Vittoria, il-Banda
Imperial u 1-Kor u Orkestra Marija Bambina li jiechdu
sehem b’tant entuzjazmu sabiex iferrhuna b’dawk il-
marci, innijiet u siltiet muzikali 1i jsemmghulna.

Kif stajna naraw, f’din l-istampa hemm hafna
bicciet li kollha jirraprezentaw lil xi grupp jew ghaqda
li kollha jkunu kkontribwew b’xi mod jew iehor matul
il-granet tal-festa. Perd, meta jasal 1-ghada tal-festa,
din l-istampa li tkun maghmula minn hafna bicciet,
issir storja li tkun grat verament. L-importanti jkun li
I-kummenti ma jkunux biss kemm kellna festa sabiha
izda kemm tkun halliet impatt nisrani pozittiv fuq in-
nies.

www.imperialbandclub.com
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Apprezzament tieghi personali
ghall-festa 2012

Ma nistax f’din l-okkazjoni tal-festa 2012 ma nurix
l-apprezzament tieghi lill-kumitat il-gdid tal-Ghaqda
u Banda Imperial. Din is-sena din I-ghaqda, li tant tat
kontribut fix-xena muzikali fil-Mellicha, bdiet pagna
¢dida fl-istorja taghha peress li ghandha President
u Segretarju godda. Ghaqda muzikali bhalma hija
I-Banda Imperial tirrekjedi nies responsabbli, habrieka
u dedikati fit-tmun taghha. Minkejja li z-zZewg
baned taghna huma l-eqdem ghaqdiet li ghandna fil-
Mellieha, xorta wahda ghadhom I-iktar popolari. Il-
Banda Imperial u I-Banda La Vittoria ghadhom f’qalb
il-poplu Melliehi tal-kontribut li dejjem taw matul
medda twila ta’ snin.

Kemm ilni nservi ta’ sagristan mill-1976, dejjem
habbejt u ammirajt is-soc¢jetajiet taghna u kont
determinat li naghtihom I-ghajnuna tieghi f’dak
kollu Ii jitolbuni. Nistqarr li dejjem apprezzajthom
u tajthom is-sapport u l-inkuraggiment tieghi. Dawn
il-prin¢ipji ghadni nzommhom sal-lum. Nista’ nghid
li lill-ghaqdiet taghna jien tajthom ftit u huma tawni
hafna ghaliex mhux talli ghenuni u apprezzaw il-
hidma tieghi, imma fuq kollox kienu u ghadhom
jirrispettawni bhala s-sagristan taghhom. F’dawn is-36
sena li ilni sagristan, niftakar erba’ presidenti — is-Sur
Emanuel Grech, is-Sur Anthony Muscat, is-Sur Ray
Vella u s-Sur Joseph Bartolo. Niftakarhom imexxu
lill-Banda Imperial bil-ghaqal u jahdmu ghaliha
kultant anke bis-sagrifi¢¢ji. Huma habbew lill-Banda
li kienu jmexxu u fl-istess hin kienu jirrispettaw lill-
ghaqdiet I-ohra. It-tmexxija ghaglija taghhom ghadna
ngawduha sal-lum, l-aktar matul il-jiem tal-festa. Jalla
1-President, is-Segretarju u l-kumitat il-gdid jahdmu
fuq il-passi ta’ dawk ta’ qabilhom halli ghal hafna snin
ohra jkollna mhux biss festa sabiha u maghquda izda
wkoll nies maghzula sabiex ikunu t-tmuniera ta’ din
l-ghaqda li hija tant ghall-qalb il-Mellihin.

F’din l-okkazjoni nixtieq naghlaq billi naghti
l-apprezzament tieghi lis-Sur Joseph Bartolo li temm
il-hidma tieghu bhala president tal-istess ghaqda. Jiena
ilni naf lil Guzeppi minn ¢kuniti, jigifieri iktar minn 50
sena. Kont immur fil-kazin u narah jahdem, jizbogh
u jirranga fejn kien ikun hemm bzonn. Drabi ohra
kont narah jaghmel il-kpiepel tal-karti ghall-party i
l-ghaqda torganizza ghat-tfal tal-Mellieha fil-Milied.
Gieli kont narah iqasqas u jizbogh kpiepel ikkuluriti
tal-Karnival. Meta bdejt nikber, kont izjed nammira
x-xoghol volontarju 1li kien jaghmel minn qalbu.
L-iktar affarijiet li ammirajt f’Guzeppi bhala President
tal-Banda Imperial kienu l-irgulija, ir-rispett u d-don
tat-tolleranza. Dawn il-kwalitajiet sbieh kollha kienu
ta’ siwi kbir fir-responsabbilita 1i kien igorr. Ta’ dan
kollu nixtieq nirringrazzjah u anke tar-rispett li dejjem
wera lejja bhala sagristan. Fl-ahharnett, nghidlu grazzi
tal-gid kollu li ghamel kemm lill-parroc¢c¢a kif ukoll
lill-komunita Mellihija.




'I:I-(.;;\plua ta’ xoghol
fuq il-Plancier
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ll-Kumitat tal-A.R.P.

Sa mill-1934, hawn Malta kienet bdiet tinhass il-
htiega li jinholqu kumitati li jiehdu hsieb id-difiza tal-
persuni, kbar u zghar, f’kaz ta’ gwerra, spec¢jalment
kontra attakki mill-ajru. L-ghan ewlieni taghhom,
maghrufin dak iz-zmien bhala A.R.P., jew Air Raid
Precaution, kien li joholqu difiza kontra 1-blast tal-
ispluzjonijiet, bombi tal-hruq, jew incendiary bombs,
bhal dik li geghdin naraw hawnhekk, u gass mitfugh
mill-ajru fost affarijiet ohra li kienu jolqtu s-sahha tal-

poplu.

L-ewwel laqgha tal-Kumitat Principali tal-A.R.P.
saret f’Kastilja,il-Belt, fI-20 ta’ Dicembru 1934, it-tieni
fit-8 ta’ Jannar 1935 u t-tielet fit-12 ta’ Jannar 1935, u
baqghu jinzammu regolarment, izjed u izjed matul il-
gwerra kollha. II-Mellieha wkoll kienet rapprezentata
f’dan il-kumitat permezz ta’ erba’ membri mill-
Kumitat tal-Mellieha stess u fost diversi réevuti
nsibu wahda maghmula
fit-18 ta’ Awwissu 1939
ghas-somma ta’ 2 xelini
u 8 soldi bhala spejjez ta’
vjaggar tal-membri ta’ dan
il-kumitat mill-Mellieha
sal-Belt u lura ghal zewg
lagghat 1i saru fl-14 ta’
Lulju u fil-11 ta’ Awwissu
19392

Wahda mill-affarijiet li
ha f’idejh dan il-kumitat
kien is-sinjal li kellu
jinghata qabel u wara
kull attakk mill-ajru u
I-Mellieha kienet wahda
minn 14-il ¢entru minn

www.imperialbandclub.com

uI Qaghda tal- Melllhm
fl-eqqel tat-Tieni Gwerra
Dinjija Marzu 1942

Jimmy-Muscat

fejn kien jinghata dan l-allarm.? Kull ¢entru kien armat
b’6 kanen u 60 murtal, jew maroons. L-ewwel kienu
jigu sparati 3 murtali minn Kastilja fil-Belt Valletta u
mbaghad is-sinjal jitkompla tul 1-14-il ¢entru mferrxin
madwar Malta kollha. Dak 1i jispara I-murtali kellu
hlas ta’ 2 xelini u sikspenz, jigifieri tmintax irbieghi,
kuljum.?

FI-20 ta’ Ottubru 1939 saret prova ta’ dan kollu
u fil-11 ta’ filghodu ndaqqget is-sirena f’Kastilja u
mbaghad tkompla madwar bliet u rhula ohra ta’ Malta
permezz ta’ sireni, murtali u daqq ta’ qniepen. Ghal dak
li huwa hoss jidher li I-ahjar li marru kienu I-murtali,
ghalkemm kien hemm rapporti li mhux kullimkien
instemghu dawn is-sinjali u hafna nies lanqas biss
indunaw li kien daqq Air Raid. Xhin ghadda 1-Air Raid
inghata 1-All Clear mill-Pulizija permezz ta’ sfafar.
Ta’ min isemmi hawn, li fil-Mellieha s-sinjal tal-Air
Raid inghata fil-11.02, jigifieri zewg minuti biss wara
dak tal-Belt Valletta waqt li 1-All Clear inghata 11-il
minuta wara tal-Belt. Jidher ukoll 1i fil-Mellieha ma
gew rappurtati l-ebda nuqqasijiet waqt dan it-tahrig.3

Wagqt dawn il-provi n-nies kellhom ifittxu kenn
gewwa, ghalkemm hafna ghelbithom il-kurzita u
baqghu fil-bibien, fit-twieqi u sahansitra telghu fuq
il-bjut. Hafna minn tal-hwienet ma ghattewx il-vetrini
taghhom kif suppost ghamlu, izda l-karozzi tal-linja
waqfu u nizzlu l-passiggieri kif kien ippjanat. Meta
semghu s-sinjal ta’ hbit mill-ajru, hafna nies bdew
jigru flok wagqfu u hafna genituri marru fl-iskejjel biex
jaraw it-tfal kinux f’xi periklu. Aktar tard, wara din
il-prova, saru diversi tahdidiet fuq ir-Rediffusion biex
jghallmu lin-nies dwar dawn in-nuqqasijiet.

Wara xi zmien inhasset ukoll il-htiega li, f’kaz li
jintafa’ l-gass likwidu, jew Mustard Gas, mill-ajru,
jinghata sinjal differenti halli kulhadd jilbes il-maskla
tal-gass li kienet tingarr minn kull persuna, kbira jew
zghira. Is-sinjal ghal dan il-ghan kellu jinghata permezz
ta’ cuqglajta u fil-Mellicha nsibu li kien hawn sitta
minn dawn i¢-¢uqlajti.®* Waqt 1-Air Raid kien hemm
nies apposta msejha Air Raid Wardens li xogholhom
kien li jaraw li kulhadd jobdi r-regolamenti u fil-
Mellieha nsibu li kien hawn mara wahda u 27 ragel
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ghal dan il-ghan. Dawn
is-sinjali dwar 1-Air Raids |
kienu jinbidlu kultant,
dejjem biex il-poplu jkun
mgharraf ahjar.

Marzu 1942
[l-kumitat  tal-A.R.P.
tal-Mellieha kien sikwit
jiltaga’ u meta wiehed jifli
ftit il-minuti tal-laggha
li saret nhar is-Sibt 7 ta’
Marzu 1942 u li kienet it-
22 wahda, nistghu nghidu
li wiehed jista’ jiehu e Ay
stampa verament cara ta’ -
dak kollu li kien qed jigri fir-rahal taghna fl-aghar xhur
tal-gwerra. Din il-laggha kienet preseduta mill-vici-
chairman, id-D.M.O. jew District Medical Officer, it-
Tabib Caruana tal-Mellieha, waqt li s-segretarju kien
is-Sur Joseph Wettinger. Wara li nqraw u gew approvati
I-minuti tal-laggha ta’ qabel, id-diskussjoni ghaddiet
ghall-ewwel suggett fuq l-agenda, ir-razzjon tal-hobz.
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Dwar dan ir-razzjon tal-hobz issemma li
I-Protection Officer kien gie ordnat biex ma jaghtix
iktar minn nofs artal hobz lil kull persuna ’l fuq minn
tliet snin. Hawn gie osservat li 1-Maltin jieklu hafna
iktar hobz minn hekk kuljum, spe¢jalment meta tqis li
hafna mill-Mellihin kienu haddiema manwali u allura
jhaddmu l-ikel 1i jieklu. Barra minn hekk gie nnotat
ukoll 1i t-tfal bejn is-sentejn u t-tliet snin kienu wkoll
jieklu madwar nofs artal hobz kuljum. Jidher ukoll 1i,
f’avviz li kien hareg il-Gvern fl-4 ta’ Marzu stess, ma
kienx issemma’ li se jsir razzjon ta’ hobz, imma kien
intqal biss biex hadd ma jixtri iktar milli kellu bzonn.
Allura nhass li kien hemm c¢erta kontradizzjoni bejn
dak li qal il-Gvern u dak li gie ordnat lill-Uffi¢jal tat-
Tqassim tal-Ikel, jew F.D.O.

~ Jis o ol S SA A o e

Hawnhekk saret osservazzjoni ohra dwar dan
is-suggett. Intqal li hafna min-nuqqas ta’ hobz fil-
Melliecha kien gej min-nuqqas ta’ njam ghall-fran.
Qabel il-gwerra, fis-sajf, hafna nisa Mellihin kienu
jmorru fix-xaghri ta’ madwar ir-rahal jigbru x-xewk
li kien jintuza biex jinhema l-hobz, izda minhabba
z-zieda fl-attakki mill-ajru ghall-gharrieda tal-ghadu
dawn bdew jibzghu u ma baqghux imorru. Ta’ min
ifakkar hawn li l-qawwa tal-ajru Germaniza kienet
giet mibghuta fi Sqallija u nghaqdet ma’ dik Taljana
u ghaldagstant zdiedu hafna l-attakki fuq Malta.
Biex ipatti ghal dan gie ssuggerit li jintalab permess
biex jigi wzat injam mehud minn djar imwaqqghin,
imsejjah blitzed wood ®

Fil-Mellieha kien inhass ukoll in-nuqqas ta’ galletti,
spec¢jalment f’dawk l-ahhar xahrejn. Dan kien gara
ghax dak ir-ragel minn Hal Qormi li kien jigi jbigh
il-galletti kien miet wagqt attakk mill-ghadu u ma gie
hadd minn floku. Gie nnotat ukoll li dawn il-galletti
kienu jtaffu I-guh u allura jnaqqsu I-bzonn ghal aktar
hobz kwazi b’terz, spec¢jalment fost it-tfal li kienu
jieklu dawn il-galletti sal-ingas naqra.’ Tajjeb infakkru
wkoll lill-qarrejja taghna li t-tfal kien ikollhom biss
jew hobz jew galletti x’jieklu u ma kinux jezistu I-ebda
pakketti ta’ cereali u affarijiet ohra li ahna mdorrijin
bihom illum. Ghaldagstant il-kumitat kien tal-fehma li
tinkiteb ittra lill-Uffi¢jal tal-Protezzjoni dwar dan halli
jinsab rimedju u hekk jitnaqqas il-bzonn ghall-hobz.

Wara l-hobz, qamet diskussjoni ohra importanti
dwar oggett iehor li jolgot mill-qrib I-ghajxien tal-
poplu, Dan kien il-halib tal-bott u hawn it-Tabib
Caruana qal li n-nuqqas ta’ din il-komodita kien
gieghed jaghmel hafna hsara lis-sahha tal-poplu
Melliehi. Il-halib tal-moghza ma kienx qieghed
ilahhaq mad-domanda bhas-soltu minhabba li 1-ghalf
ghall-annimali kien naqas hafna u wkoll minhabba li
diversi moghoz kienu qged jinbighu 10 Liri 1-wahda
lir-rahhala 1i kienu qed jissupplixxu I-halib lid-
Dipartiment tal-Halib tal-Gvern. Issemma’ wkoll 1i
I-vann ta’ dan l-istess Dipartiment tal-Halib qatt ma
kien deher ibiegh il-halib fil-Mellieha kif suppost li
kellu jaghmel u kif kien gie mwieghed hafna drabi.
Allura I-Mellihin kellhom jitqannew biss bil-halib tal-
bott i, biex tghaxxagha, kien ged jigi razzjonat bil-qies
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ghat-trabi ta’ taht is-sena biss. Hawnhekk issemma’
wkoll i sa ftit gimghat qabel, waqt 1i f’¢ertu nhawi
dan il-halib kien jista’ jinxtara bit-tuzzani, fil-Mellicha
ftit kienu l-hwienet tal-merc¢a li setghu jaghtu mqar
bott wiehed lil kull familja. Dan ukoll kellu jingieb
ghall-attenzjoni tal-Uffi¢jal tal-Protezzjoni.'”

Regghet imbaghad tqajmet il-kwistjoni ta’ meta u
kif jinghata s-sinjal ta’ hbit mill-ajru. Issemma’ 1i dik
il-habta fil-Mellieha kien hemm tliet sireni u wahda
minnhom kienet f’idejn il-Militar, ezattament f’idejn
il-K.O.M.R. jew Kings Own Malta Regiment. Intqal li
din tal-ahhar mhux talli ma kinitx ta’ min jorbot fugha,
izda talli kienet gqed tohloq konfuzjoni fil-veru sens tal-
kelma. Il-bicc¢a I-kbira kienet ged tindaqq xi ghaxar
minuti wara t-tnejn l-ohra bil-konsegwenza li xi drabi
kienet tkun ged iddoqq tmiem Il-attakk meta l-ohrajn
kienu jkunu ged ihabbru hbit iehor gdid. Ghaldagstant
il-Kumitat kien tal-fehma li din is-sirena ahjar ma
tindaqq xejn sakemm jinstab xi hadd responsabbli li
jdoggha f’hinha.!!

Membru iehor imbaghad
informa  lill-Kumitat i
I-mara tad-dar kienet qed
issib nuqqgas serju ta’ melh.
Kien gie infurmat ukoll li
meta jasal xi ftit melh kull
familja kien imissha daqs ta’
kejla biss. Fil-Mellieha kien
jintuza gmielu I-melh mhux biss mal-ikel izda wkoll
fil-manifattura tal-hobz li hafna familji kienu jaghmlu
fid-djar taghhom kif ukoll biex isiru I-gbejniet mill-
halib tan-naghag. Din ukoll kellha tigi mressqa
quddiem 1-Uffi¢jal tal-Protezzjoni.'?

Jidher 1i I-laggha, li normalment kienet tibda
ghall-habta tal-5.00 ta’ filghaxija spiccat fis-6.30
wara li gew approvati 1-minuti tal-laqghat ta’ qabel u
s-segretarju s-Sur Joseph Wettinger ghamilha cara li
I-proposti mressqa kienu se jintbaghtu minnufih lit-
Tenent Gvernatur halli ma jinhelix hin biex jitrangaw
l-affarijiet imsemmija.

Izda milli jidher ma tantx inghatat priorita lil
dawn il-minuti tat-22 laqgha tal-Kumitat tal-ARP tal-
Mellieha ghax skont it-timbru li jidher fughom dawn
waslu fl-Uffi¢cju tat-Tenent Gvernatur fil-Belt Valletta
fl-14 ta’ April 1942, jigifieri xahar u gimgha wara li
saret il-laggha. Veru li dik il-habta kienu zdiedu hafna
l-attakki mill-ajru tal-ghadu, l-aktar madwar il-Port
il-Kbir, 1-ajruport u fuq il-Belt Valletta, u zgur ukoll
li I-Gvernatur u l-militar Ingliz kienu aktar mohhhom
fid-difiza ta’ Malta milli fl-ittri tal-Kumitati tal-ARP.

Ix-xahar t’April 1942 baqa’ maghruf bhala l-iktar
xahar qalil mill-gwerra kollha. L-Inglizi kienu sejhulu
‘The cruellest month of the War’ u allura ghandna
ghax nahsbu li s-sitwazzjoni f’Malta u fil-Mellieha,
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ghal dak 1i ghandu x’jagsam ma’ dak li ssemma’ fil-
laggha tal-Kumitat tal-A.R.P., ma setghetx tjiebet,
izda marret ghall-aghar. Dik il-habta fil-Mellicha
I-popolazzjoni kienet madwar 5000 ruh, li minnhom
1200 kienu refugjati.'®

Izda peress 1li hafna mill-Mellihin kienu bdiewa,
dejjem kellhom dawk il-prodotti tar-raba’ biex
jaghmlu tajjeb ghan-nuqqas ta’ affarijiet ohra u allura
dejjem raw kif ghamlu u kampaw. Maghhom kienu
jehixu wkoll dawk ir-refugjati 1i semmejt. Batew hafna
nugqasijiet izda min ikun imdorri fil-ghaks, fil-hidma
u fit-tbatija malajr jaddatta ruhu ghac¢-cirkostanzi li
jsib ruhu fihom. Zgur ukoll 1i l-iktar haga li ghenet
lill-Mellihin ta’ dak iz-Zmien kienet 1-ghaqda li kien
hemm bejn il-familji li kienu jghinu lil xulxin u jaghtu
lil xulxin minn dak li kien ikollhom. Kienu jagsmu ma’
xulxin bhall-ahwa, u dan I-atteggjament baqa’ jinhass
sewwa wkoll ghal diversi snin wara l-gwerra. Donnu
I-firda ta’ bejn in-nazzjonijiet tad-dinja kienet sahhet
I-ghaqda tal-poplu taghna.

In-nanna Mari, bhal hafna familji Mellihin ohra,
kienet tat kamra lill-familja refugjata ta’ certa Lela
minn Bormla li kellha xi erbat itfal. Xejn lussu, kollox
¢o kamra wahda. Ma kinitx thallihom neqsin milli
kellha. Damu qatigh wara l-gwerra jigu jarawha lin-
nanna u dan kien kollu xhieda tal-ghaqda tremenda
li kien hawn fost il-Maltin iffac¢jati minn qawwa
dagstant kbira tal-ghadu. Fil-Mellieha konna xortina
tajba 1i ma sarux attakki kbar mill-ajru diretti fuq ir-
rahal, ghajr ghal xi ftit bombi li twaddbu bl-addoc¢,
u allura ma kienx hawn dawk id-djar imgarrfa jew
imwiet ta’ nies mirduma. Min-naha l-ohra, biza’ ta’
xi invazjoni mill-ghadu fl-Ghadira, li f’xi mumenti
tal-gwerra kienet fuq fomm kulhadd, kien hawn
hafna. Kien hawn ukoll, kif rajna ftit mill-minuti ta’
dik il-laqgha tal-A.R.P., hafna nuqgqasijiet li, forsi bi
ftit rieda tajba minn min kien jikkmanda, setghu gew
irrangati biex titnaqqas it-tbatija li ghadda minnha
I-gens Melliehi matul it-Tieni Gwerra Dinjija.
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Hajr spe¢jali lis-Sur Winston L. Zammit tal-ghajnuna tieghu.
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Missier ezemplari, kompozitur, Surmast ta’ tliet
baned Maltin. Kien idoqq it-trumbun, kien is-solista
mal-Banda La Valette. Habib kbir antik u prezent
taghna.

Jien ser nikteb biss f’hiex kienet il-hbiberija
taghna.

Kull meta konna niltaqghu, dejjem kien jghidli,
“Ma’ missier Guzeppi tieghek kont habib kbir”.
Dejjem kien jirrakuntali, li meta kien jigi biex idoqq
il-Mellieha, mal-Banda Imperial, “Toni, missier
Guzeppi, kien johodni d-dar tieghu u jtini kikkra
kafe, jew luminata, imbaghad immorru ghall-
kuncert flimkien ghax (Spiru) Toni tat-Tabbakku
wkoll kien idogq! Imbaghad meta Guzeppi tieghek
beda jdoqq it-trumbun bhali, dejjem konna niltagghu
ghax sikwit konna ndoqqu flimkien”.

U l-istorja tkompli, imbaghad meta s-Surmast
Sammut, irrizenja mill-Banda Imperial minhabba
sahhtu, Guzepp tieghi qal lil shabu tal-Kumitat
dwaru u marru jkellmuh, ghax huma kienu jafu
li kien Surmast is-Siggiewi u anke B’Kara. Dan
accetta mill-qalb ghax hu kien jaf hafna bandisti
mill-Mellieha.

Esperjenza ohra li qaltli s-Sinjura tieghu Mary,
li “wara li miet Guzepp tieghek, ghodwa minnhom
mar fuq il-pjanu u beda jdoqq, u jikteb, u mort
nghidlu li sar nofs in-nhar, u l-ikel lest”! Hu qalli
“Tkellimnix ftit baqghali, dalwaqt nigi”’! Xhin sar,
mar jiekol, stagsietu x’kien ged jikteb u hu qalilha,
“ Kont ged nikteb dak li nhoss”. Imbaghad qalilha,
“ghamilt mar¢ funebri “In memory of Joseph Borg!”
ghax kien hassha hafna I-mewt tieghu. Ahna konna
grati lejh u lejn ir-rispett li kien igieblu.

www.imperialbandclub.com
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Apprezzament
Is-Surmast John Mamo

Cecilia Borg Sammut

Darba kont ged niehu te fil-kazin u gie fejni u
qalli, “Qed naghmel innu lill-Madonna ghall-festa
u int trid tikteb il-kliem!” u jien ghidtlu “Le ta, ghid
lil xi hadd iehor”, u rega’ qalli, “Int trid tikteb il-
kliem, inti kapaci!” u nsomma ppruvajt u rrnexxieli.
Lestejtu u veru hareg sabih u rringrazzjajtu tal-
fidu¢ja li wera fija! Min jigi lejliet il-festa tal-
Vitorja, jista’ jisimghu; tassew hu innu sabih!.

Imbaghad xi nghidu ghall-mar¢ ‘Tal-Iljun’!
Tassew sabih, brijuz u addattat ghalina, u hu hafna
popolari, ghax anke n-nies li jigu ghall-festa, barra
mill-Mellieha, kulhadd isagsina, x’hin ser jindaqq
‘Tal-Iljun’. Tassew mar¢ sabih u mexxej. Rigal
prezzjuz ghalina I-membri u hbieb tal-Banda
Imperial. Mar¢ li jfakkarna fih sakemm nibqghu
hajjin.

Kien hu wkoll li ghen, inkoraggixxa u mexxa
lil Tonio, biex ikompli bl-istudju u jrawmu fid-
Direzzjoni tal-Banda, biex ikun is-Surmast tal-
Banda Imperial wara li hu jirtira.

Ahna s-so¢i u l-hbieb hadna gost hafna bis-
Surmast Mamo, meta sentejn ilu gie 1-Mellieha u
f’lejlet il-festa, tela’ fuq il-plancier u mexxa I-marc
popolari tieghu ‘Tal-Iljun’, fl-eta venerabli ta’ 93
sena!

Ahna obbligati 1li nitolbu ghalih, u nibqghu
niftakkru fih bhala Surmast u habib kbir fil-memorja
taghna.

Kemm kien bniedem mahbub u onorat juri
I-funeral li kellu. Hadu sehem it-tliet baned li
mexxa hu, matul hajtu. U ¢-¢apéip tan-nies 1i mlew
il-Bazilika ta’ Sant’Elena B’Kara! Surmast itlob
ghalina mill-Glorja tal-Genna.
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Gwalia

This is the story of how I came to write my
rhapsody, Gwalia, for the Imperial Band and the
challenges faced by composer and performers alike.

Beginnings

In 1988, I had a number of life-changing
experiences: I learnt Welsh,I moved in with Julie,and
as musical director of Opera Gogledd Cymru (North
Wales Opera) I received a commission to write an
opera in Welsh to be performed the following year
in Llanrwst, at the National Eisteddfod of Wales. To
write an opera is time-consuming and challenging;
to attempt to write an opera to be performed in less
than twelve months when one has a full-time job
borders on the insane.

I had an idea for the plot: a tragedy based on
Welsh poetry of the ninth or tenth century telling
of the death of one of the Welsh princes and the fall
of his castle and demise of most of his family. A
really cheerful tale! I found a brilliant poet in John
Gruffydd Jones who took my ideas, together with
the original texts in Old Welsh, and turned them into
a two-act libretto.

There were many constraints put upon me: money
was limited so the opera was scored for a chamber
orchestra; rehearsal in the actual performance
area — the main tent at the Eisteddfod — would be
extremely limited; teaching was taking up a lot of
my time and because I was now able to converse
in Welsh, I actually had to teach Welsh to a class
of reluctant English immigrants! However, there
were a lot of advantages, too: I was surrounded by
talented singers in the company and was able to
write specifically for their voices; one of the local
male voice choirs agreed to take part as an offstage
chorus; and Julie agreed to copy out the music as it
was written to speed things up.

Once I began to write, the music flowed, I had
very few occurrences of writer’s block, and each
week, the company had a new scene to rehearse.

ek rdids b b 4 e b A e
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\IFrom Llanrwst to Mellieha

Geoffrey Thomas

The cast of soloists was immense because the
main characters, Cynddylan and Heledd had many
brothers and sisters, not to mention the servants and
the court harpist. Julie was cast as Heledd and I was
to conduct the orchestra, which would be on stage
behind the action.

Unfortunately, less than a month before the
performance in August 1989, the singer playing the
baritone Cynddylan dropped out so I had to make a
few changes. On the plus side: I managed to get a
member of the staff from Welsh National Opera to
conduct and I slightly rewrote and learnt the part
of the Welsh prince; everything else went according
to plan — including some very uncomfortable,
realistic 7™ century costumes, the harpist agreed to
act as well as play his part, and the internationally
renowned opera singer Sir Geraint Evans consented
to recite a specially written prologue.

The performance was declared a success
(although it was a pity that there was only one
performance), my eldest daughter, Delyth, was old
enough to attend the performance, and the opera
company later received an award from the Guild for
the Promotion of Welsh Music.

Many years later

In 2011, I was still experiencing a number of
life-changing experiences: Delyth decided to get
married in Malta, I was now married to Julie, and
as a friend of the Imperial Band Club I received a
commission to write a piece of music about Wales
to be performed at the Feast Concert on September
2nd. Due to the wedding taking place in June of
that year, I actually visited Malta on a number of
occasions which gave me many opportunities to
listen to the band, listen to the Ladies Choir and
plan the piece.

Julie and I had already spent many hours thinking
which Welsh folk songs, hymns and arias we could
transcribe as part of the rhapsody; all that we had

www.imperialbandclub.com
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really decided was that it would be in four sections
and have a typical Welsh ‘Amen’ at the end. This is
where Delyth helped out, bless her. She has always
been a fan of my music (perhaps inspired by that
two-hour helping when she was aged 8) and even
surprised her music teacher by writing her A level
essay on a Welsh composer ... about me. So when
she asked for an arrangement of her favourite Welsh
lullaby for the wedding I was delighted, but not
surprised. I then approached a few ladies from the
band club to see if they would be willing to sing
it at the wedding, under Shirley’s expert guidance
of course. What a wonderful job they made of the
harmony and the Welsh language! An idea was
born...

I now had a slow section for the rhapsody; Julie
and I had immediately chosen Meirion Williams’s
‘Aros mae’r mynyddau mawr’ (The great mountains
endure) as a powerful opening; what else could we
choose to represent Wales, and how could I link
the extracts together? A short list was drawn up:
Welsh Male Voice Choir favourites Gwahoddiad,
Nidaros & Tydi a roddaist, marches including Men
of Harlech, hymns including Llanfair, and of course
our own national anthem Mae hen wlad fy nhadau.
But what could [ use to link these venerable melodies
together? It was when I wanted a brief fanfare to link
the marches together I started whistling a tune then
realised it was one I’d written over twenty years
previously. Out came the score and then the penny
dropped — I could resurrect and transcribe some of

www.imperialbandclub.com

the music from my opera Dagrau Pengwern. When I
visited Mro Anthony Borg and found him humming
the theme from near the end of Act 1 of my opera, I
knew I’d made the right decision.

Problem over? No! I still had to persuade Shirley
and her ladies to sing yet more Welsh (telling them
that Julie had sung in Maltese was not enough),
and I had forgotten my own musical experiences
on Malta. The British may have influenced the
military band tradition on Malta, but it is Maltese,
Neapolitan and Sicilian tunes that influence the
marches, hymns and arias on the islands. Just as I
am still occasionally bemused by the phrase lengths
in Maltese band pieces, the members of the Imperial
Band were equally bemused by angular melodies
and frequently changing time signatures. But as
is always the case when musicians want to play
something, they will...and they did!

I will always be grateful to the performers who
took part in the premiere of my rhapsody Gwalia, to
their commitment, perseverance and musicianship.
I will never forget: the looks of achievement on the
faces of those who had worked long and hard, the
questions and comments from band members as
they came to terms with the strange Welsh music,
the compliments from those who enjoyed playing it,
and the wonderful sound that was produced. Little
did I think when I first heard the band seven or eight
years ago what it would lead to. My heartfelt thanks
to you all.

!ﬁ‘,ﬁ!ﬂ_wwf‘+4h+~rj-ﬁ+~t~tﬁt;\1




Gﬁ'ﬁl@tﬂ) |left'
Gh va,qlda.l\mj_zihlga&lj‘lmp,e_;,ligj
l\N

Is-Sinjura Jane (aruana flimkien mas-Sinjura Vicky Vella jipprezentaw donazzjoni Is-Sinjura Mariella Barbara tippreient:donazzjoni lill-Ghaqda Muzikali Imperial.
ta’ pilastru ghall-plancier il-gdid.

Is-Sur Shaun Vella jipprezenta muzika lill-Banda Imperial. Dr Michael Farrugia jipprezenta donazzjoni lill-Ghaqda Muzikali Imperial.

www.imperialbandclub.com
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Is-Sinjorina Maria Borg ghan-nom tas-Sur Sam Vella u s-Sur Charlie Grech mill-Mellieha u li jghixu f’Sydney |-Awstralja tipprezenta 20 logo tal-Arma tal-Kazin sabiex
jintlibsu fuq l-uniformi tal-membri tal-Kor tal-Ghaqda Muzikali Imperial.
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Bar & Restaurant

Open dalily for

Fr B WS Dinner & Sunday Lunch.
FRammess 4 raariegoan We accept bookings for

, ] Private Functions, Parties
MEN'’S - LADIES and other occasions.
CHILDREN’S WEAR

85 G. Borg Olivier Str., II-Mellieha
Tel: 21 523 538 Marfa Road, I1-Mellieha

Efp ,:-,_;EL o Tel: 21 521637 Fax: 21 521935

Jawgura l-Festa
t-Tajba lil Kulhadd

Beachavn Lido
Discotheque

Xemxija Hill, St. Paul's Bay, Malta — Tel: 21 573682

Ctar of India

Imfr'.-:m Restauranl

Xemxija Hill, Xemxija = Malta
Tel: 21 573682

www.imperialbandclub.com
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Gheziez hbiebna tal-Mellieha
Gejna fostkom biex flimkien
Nghannu I-ghana li tant thobbu
Kif ghannejna ghal bosta Zmien.

L-ghana taghna jferrah bosta
Sew Maltin u kemm Ghawdxin
Li bi hgarhom tara ghall-festa
Jiddevertu ferhanin!

Xhin man-noti tal-kitarri
Spirtu pront mill-anqas hin
Nghannu ghanja wara l-ohra
Wagqt li ninku lil xulxin.

Il-kazini ta’ dar-rahal
Lill-Bambina jaghtu gieh
Taht is-sur qrib is-Santwarju
Wara l-knisja wkoll tarana.

F’jum il-festa fit-triqat
Tisma’ 1-mar¢i ghaddejjin
Fost bandieri u bandalori
Pavaljuni mdendlin.

Jum twelid ommna Marija
Ihabbru I-gniepen mill-kampnari
Malta rebhet 1-ghadu mislem
Jum mill-kbar, Jum Nazzjonali!

Fil-pjazez lejliet il-festa
Hafna nies jifthu l-aptit
Wara I-hruq tag-giggifogu
Ikla fniek u xarba nbid!

Nota tal-Editur

Anthony Fenech

Tkun dik lejla mistennija
Mill-eluf u f’dak il-waqt
Xhin il-knisja ssir mixghela
B’dawl u nar mekkanizzat!

Kif mill-pjazza n-nies titferrex
Xi whud jersqu jduru maghna
Biex mil-lejl sa sbieh filghodu
Jisimghu l-ghana taghna.

Ghax dan l-ghana tradizzjoni
Ghalhekk ghandu jibga’ mfakkar
U kull sena wara l-ohra

F’kull programm xieraq jithabbar.

Gheziez hutna Mellehin
Xewqitna tibga’ mixtieqa
Li kull sena nigu nghannu
Wara l-knisja tal-Mellieha.

F’dan il-post tant popolari

Kienu jghannu x-xjuh taghna
Ikun xieraq illi nfakkru

Lil min gieghed illum jismaghna!

Fl-ahhar nett tislima naghtu
Lil kull min jitghaxxaq bina
Viva I-festa tal-Vitorja

Viva Marija Bambina

Din il-poezija nkitbet mill-awtur bl-iskop 1i mill-gdid titqajjem it-tradizzjoni antika tal-ghana fil-festa
tal-Vitorja fil-Mellieha. Ghalhekk bix-xieraq li dan l-appell jinstema’ minn min tassew jixtieq li jkabbar

il-festa tar-rahal.

www.imperialbandclub.com
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“ll-Kiosk ta’ wara l-knisja”

Coffee Pods,
Instant Coffee,
Instant Coffee Sticks

Filwaqt Ii niXtieqU * & Freshly Roasted Coffee
-Festa t-tajba lil kulhadd et o T SORG - Cofeo osoters
o . .o o o Tel: 21 1626, 21 2
nistidnukom tigu zzuruna www.kafeborg.com

wagqt li tgawdu l-isbah
veduta tal-Mellieha

Ta' Peter

Bar, Restaurant &
Games Room

Specialising in
Triq il-Madonna Tal-Ghar, . .
II-Mellieha MLH 1174 - Malta Maltese Cuisine
Tel: 2152 3432 &
el:
Mob: 9945 1519 Fresh Fish Dishes.
99451514 |
Gorg Borg Olivier Str.
Jixtieq lill-klijenti u ’1-Mellehin [I-Mellieha - Malta
kollha 1-Festa t-Tajba Tel: 21 523537

www.imperialbandclub.com
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(11647-1733)

Fl-ahhar snin, fil-hargiet precedenti, tajna harsa
lejn diversi aspetti stori¢i b’rabta mal-Mellieha
u I-madwar b’diversi temi. Din is-sena ha naghtu
harsa lejn tema ohra relatata mal-Mellieha bid-
differenza li ghall-ewwel darba ha ssir harsa hafifa
lejn persunagg. Qatt qabel ma tajna dawl fuq xi
persunagg specifiku imma dejjem tkellimna fuq
postijiet u strutturi diversi b’konnessjoni mar-
rikkezza storika u geografika tal-inhawi taghna.

Il-persunagg mistharreg ha jkun il-Kavallier
Germaniz Fra Wolfang Philip Von Guttenberg.
Hafna jsagsu min hu dan il-Kavallier u x’relazzjoni
ghandu mal-Mellieha. Dan
il-Kavallier ma ghandux
konnessjonijiet diretti
ma’ bini ta’ difiza li bena
1-Ordni ta’ San Gwann fil-
Mellieha u l-inhawi matul
il-hakma tieghu fuq Malta
u Ghawdex. Min-naha
l-ohra dan il-persunagg
jidher fuq zewg pitturi li
jzejnu, wiehed il-Knisja
Parrokkjali u iehor is-
Santwarju  tal-Madonna
tal-Mellieha.

Guttenberg fl-ewwel zminijiet
tieghu bhala Kavallier

L-Isfond ta’ Von Guttenberg

[I-Baruni Von Guttenberg twieled fid-29 ta’ Lulju
tal-1647 fil-Kastell Marloffstein tal-familja nobbli
Guttenberg 1i kienet familja antika Germaniza
fi Franconia. Dan il-kastell jinstab fuq ix-xmara
Nechar fil-Bavarja, il-Germanja. Huwa dahal bhala
kavallier fis-6 ta’ Jannar (1-Epifanija) tal-1669 fl-eta
ta’ kwazi 22 sena'.

Wagqt li missieru kien uffi¢jal gholi f’Marloffstein
stess, huh il-kbir, Johannes Gottfried kien il-
Prin¢ep-Isqof ta’ Wurzburg filwaqt li huh iz-zghir
kien l-Isqof Awziljarju ta’ Augsburg.

Guttenberg serva diversi karigi fl-Ordni bhala

www.imperialbandclub.com

ll-Kavallier Fra Wolfang
Philip Von Guttenberg

David Bartolo

I1-Kastell Marloffstein

Kummissarju tal-Kongregazzjoni tax-Xwieni fl-
1682, Gwardjan tan-Nobbilta fl-1685, Kunsillier
tal-Lingwa Germaniza fl-1681, f-1688 u fl-1694,
Membru tal-Kunsill tal-Gwerra u 1-fortifikazzjonijiet
f1-1698-1699 u fI-1706, Kummissarju tan-Novizzi
f1-1702 u bejn 1-1706-1708 kien ukoll Kummissarju
tat-Tezor. Minbarra dawn il-karigi kollha, kien ukoll
il-Gran Balliju tal-Lingwa Germaniza, kif ukoll
il-Balliju ta’ Branderburg. Wagqt il-qilla tal-Pesta
fl-1676 huwa kien gie inkarigat biex jiehu hsieb il-
postijiet tad-dfin ta’ dawk li mietu bil-pesta. Serva
bhala Kavallier kif ukoll dawn il-karigi taht sitt Gran
Mastri differenti. Huwa miet ta’ 86 sena wara marda
kiefra fl-4 ta’ Dicembru tal-1733 fid-dar tieghu fi
Triq il-Mithna, il-Belt Valletta u huwa midfun fil-
Kappella tal-Lingwa Germaniza tal-Ordni ta’ San
Gwann li kumbinazzjoni hija ddedikata lill-istess
Epifanija jew il-wasla tas-Slaten Magi.

L-Arma tal-Familja Guttenberg
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ll-Kwadru Titulari fil-Knisja Parrokkjali
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ghalhekk kienu jpingu biss V.E.G.A. jigifieri “saret

]

tal-Mellieha
S

It-Titular tal-Vitorja fil-Knisja Parrokkjali tal-Mellieha

[l-kwadru titulari juri r-rebha wara 1-Assedju
I-Kbir. L-Ordni u Malta huma rapprezentati mill-
Balliju Guttenberg li jidher ged joffri palma lill-
anglu. Giuseppe Cali 1i pitter dan il-kwadru ha
I-figura ta’ Guttenberg mill-ex voto 1i hemm fis-
Santwarju tal-Madonna tal-Mellieha li ha nitkellmu
fuqu dalwaqt.

Ta’ min jghid 1i Guttenberg fi Zmien 1-Assedju
kien ghadu lanqas twieled imma Cali ssellef il-figura
tieghu u rmexxielu jipproduc¢i kompozizzjoni l-aktar
armonjuza. Il-kwadru kien gie mpitter fl-1898 u
kien thallas mis-Sur Giovanni Mifsud. Giuseppe
Cali (1846-1930) barra dan il-kwadru, ghandu 4
ohra fl-istess knisja: Santa Liena, San Gejtanu, San
Pawl u I-Madonna tar-Ruzarju?.

Is-Santwarju tal-Madonna tal-Mellieha
u Von Guttenberg

Guttenberg kien vizitatur regulari fis-Santwarju
tal-Mellieha u ma setax jonqos li jhalli xi tifkiriet
minn tieghu?®.

F’dan is-Santwarju, insibu diversi ex voto, avolja
fadal ftit ferm mill-eluf li kien hemm. L-Ex voto
huma oggetti tal-weghdi u kienu jinghataw bhala
rikonoxxenza li persuna kienet turi ghall-grazzja
li tkun galghet minghand Alla. Generalment dawn
kienu jkunu kwadri u bosta drabi dawk li kienu
jkunu pingew dawn il-kwadri ma kinux jafu jiktbu u

T P TR VR R e

il-weghda u 1-grazzja nqalghet™.

L-Ex Voto li juri lil Guttenberg fis-Santwarju tal-Madonna tal-Mellieha

L-eqdem ex-voto ta’ zmien 1-Ordni ta’ San Gwann
fl-istess Santwarju, huwa l-pittura li pitter Stefano
Erardi fl-1678° i turi lill-Kavallier Guttenberg jitlob
lill-Madonna bil-Bambin ghall-harsien tal-flotta tal-
Ordni ta’ San Gwann magbuda fil-maltemp qrib
Taranto fil-25 ta’ April tal-1678°.

Waqt maltempata tal-biza’, hames xwieni
minn skawdra ta’ sebgha taht il-kmand tal-Balliju
Monte Negro Correa li kien General tal-flotta tal-
Ordni kienu fil-periklu li jintilfu 7. Ta’ min jghid li
I-familja nobbli Portugiza ta’ Correa tat hafna minn
niesha 1ill-Ordni ta’ San Gwann®. Haga ohra ta’
min isemmi b’relazzjoni marittima hi li Guttenberg,
qabel dahal Kavallier, meta ghamel in-novizzjat
ghal mal-istess Ordni, kien ha sehem fil-karuvani
li kienu jikkonsistu f’erba’ vjaggi ta’ sitt xhur
kull wiehed fuq ix-xwieni tal-Ordni’. Dan l-ex-
voto hu l-uniku pittura li fadal fl-istess Santwarju
mis-60 imsemmija fl-inventarju tal-1694-5, li kien
maghmul min-nutar pubbliku Michael Go.Bonavita

ghar-Rettur tas-Santwarju Giov. Paolo Bartholo'.
Fi Zmien Dun Bartholo, li kien minn Hal Gharghur,
sar hafna xoghol fl-istess Santwarju fosthom il-bini
ta’ kmamar hdejn l-istess Santwarju fI-1609 minn

1I-Madonna u zewg statwi ta’ angli tal-franka

www.imperialbandclub.com
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Marju de Vasi mhallsa minn butu. Hu bena anki
d-dar ghar-Rettur'".

Fatt interessanti hu li l-pittur Stefano Erardi
(1630-1716) kien iben il-Mastro Sebastjan Erardi,
probabbilment ta’ origini Franc¢iza u huwa meqjus
bhala rivali ta’ Mattia Preti fejn tidhol il-kwalita u
I-kwantita tax-xoghlijiet tieghu'?.

[lI-Kavallier Guttenberg kien ukoll irregala lis-
Santwarju statwa tal-Madonna u zewg statwi ta’
angli tal-franka. Dawn jinsabu fis-sagristija.

Knejjes u Kappelli Ohra

Diversi huma l-konnessjonijiet ma’ knejjes u
kappelli ohra li kellu Guttenberg. Fost dawn insibu
s-Santwarju tal-Madonna tal-Grazzja f"Haz-Zabbar,
fejn kien ta pittura taz-zejt tal-istess Madonna wara
I-battalji navali li saru fl-1670 u fl-1673 1li ntemmu
b’success. Lill-kappella ta’ San Pawl l-Eremita
f’Wied il-Ghasel, il-Mosta, Guttenberg kien ghamel
donazzjoni ta’ tliet statwi: tal-istess qaddis, San
Gwann il-Battista, kif ukoll ta’ Sant’ Antnin Abbati.
Dan il-kavallier kellu dar fil-Qrendi grib il-kappella
tal-Madonna tal-Hniena, fejn irregala diversi pitturi
u I-fonti tal-ilma mbierek tal-irham. Minbarra dawn,
kien ghamel diversi opri ohra u hallas ghal numu ta’
quddies fi knejjes ohra madwar Malta.'?

Relazzjonijiet Ohra

II-Kavallier Guttenberg bena wkoll il-logga li
hemm fl-Ghajn tal-Hasselin li hemm fl-Imsida fl-
1730. Hemmhekk kien hemm nixxiegha tal-ilma
u l-iskop tal-logga kien biex min ikun ged jahsel
ikollu I-kenn u d-dell'*. Haga ohra 1li jissemma
ghaliha Guttenberg hija I-Mazunerija. Fis-seklu 18,
din is-socjeta sigrieta nxterdet hafna, l-aktar fost
in-nobbli. Jissemma I-fatt 1i fI-1730, fl-istess zmien
li bena l-logga tal-Ghajn tal-Hasselin, Guttenberg
bena wkoll logga mazonika hdejn l-istess ghajn u
li halla 150 skud fis-sena ghall-bzonnijiet taghha."

Ta’ min li ’ quddiem dan il-Kavallier jigi studjat
iktar fil-fond u bir-reqqa. Zgur li iktar informazzjoni
u dettalji fuq Fra Guttenberg jistghu jaraw id-
dawl f’aktar ricerka profonda. Kien hemm ix-
xewqa li nidhol aktar fid-dettal imma l-ispazju ma
ppermettiex.
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Il-kazini tal-banda wisq probabbli kienu l-ewwel
forma ta’ kazini soc¢jali li gew iffurmati fl-irhula
Maltin u Ghawdxin. Dawn kienu jservu bhala post fejn
jiltaqghu n-nies tar-rahal matul is-sena. Madankollu,
I-ghan ahhari ta’ kull kumitat li jmexxi banda hu li
joffri l-agwa servizz kemm fil-festa tar-rahal tieghu u
kif ukoll fid-diversi festi li jkunu se jdogqu fihom.

[l-baned ilhom li ffurmaw ghexieren ta’ snin, u
ghalkemm illum il-gurnata hawn min jahseb li dawn
naqqsu mill-popolarita, tajjeb wiehed jiftakar li dawn
huma reklam mill-agwa ghall-festi u I-kultura Maltija.
Il-baned kienu strumentali sabiex indokraw il-kultura
muzikali fil-gzejjer Maltin u Ghawdxin. Permezz tad-
diversi kuncerti li jtellghu, u xi kultant b’dik id-dagsxejn
pika bejn banda u ohra, wiehed dejjem jimmira li jtejjeb
il-livell muzikali milhuq mill-istess banda.

Il-baned Maltin ghandhom rwol importanti hafna
fil-qasam tal-festi esterni, fejn flimkien man-nar tal-
art u tal-ajru jiffurmaw il-pedamenti ghall-festa li
tkun se tigi ¢celebrata. Dawn il-festi huma uni¢i, u
kapaci jservu bhala vetrina ghall-pajjizna fuq skala
internazzjonali, vetrina li rridu niehdu hsiebha sabiex
tkompli trendi rizultati tajbin, u ghalhekk kulhadd
ghandu jaghmel I-almu tieghu sabiex il-festi jikbru u
jattiraw iktar nies lejhom.

F’diversi rhula madwar Malta u Ghawdex hemm
iktar minn banda wahda, x’uhud jiccelebraw I-istess
festa bhal fil-kaz tal-Mellieha, filwaqt li ohrajn
jiccelebraw festi differenti. Hemm sahansitra rhula

Clayton Bartolo

partikolari fejn iz-zewg baned ji¢celebraw zewg festi
sekondarji u jiehdu sehem ukoll fil-festa titulari tar-
rahal taghhom. Sfortunatament, gieli jkun hemm certu
pika zejda li ma taghmilx gid lill-festa. Fil-Mellicha
dan mhux il-kaz ghall-fatt li 1-baned Mellehin gharfu
kif din il-pika jdawruha ghal vantagg taghhom sabiex
itejbu I-livell tal-muzika li tindaqq sena wara l-ohra.

It-tradizzjoni tal-baned Maltin kienet sahansitra
esportata lejn pajjizi ohra fejn wiehed isib diversi
Maltin li emigraw snin twal ilu, fosthom l-Awstralja.
Fl-Awstralja wiehed isib il-banda tal-Maltin fi
NSW maghrufa bhala Our Lady Queen of Peace
Maltese Band, liema banda tilga’ fi hdanha numru
sabih ta’ bandisti Maltin, u li minnhom hemm hafna
mill-Mellieha. Din il-banda taghti s-sehem taghha
fid-diversi festi li jigu ¢celebrati i NSW u kif ukoll
f’ANZAC Day, li hija l-ikbar festa pubblika fl-
Awstralja. Dawn il-Maltin komplew kabbru din
it-tradizzjoni barra minn xtutna u gharfu wkoll kif
ikabbru 1-kultura u I-gharfien muzikali.

Il-baned Maltin zgur li ma setghux ikunu success
minghajr id-diversi membri u bandisti li jahdmu
fuq bazi volontarja. Dawn il-voluntiera jaghtu
I-maggoranza tal-hin taghhom sabiex il-banda tkompli
tikber u tgholli I-livell. Naghlaq billi nawgura li kollox
imur sew fil-festa tal-patruna taghna Marija Bambina
u niehu din I-okkazjoni sabiex nawgura l-festa t-tajba
lill-Mellehin kollha.

Viva Marija Bambina!

HORACE ENTERPRISES LTD.

Trophies & Sports Goods

Horace Micallef
Director

70, Triq Raymond Caruana, Gudja GD] 1012 - Malta
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Website: www.horace-ent.com « Email: horaceenltd@link.net.mt

Importer & Wholesaler
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Wagqt li jien kont qieghda nqalleb
Qalb il-kotba f’librerija,

Sibt dil-grajja li laqtitni

U sawwartha f’poezija.

Dal-fatt juri kemm il-bniedem
Jista’ jkollu qalb hazina,

Hekk ukoll mill-estrem l-iehor
Tista’ tkun bil-wisq hanina.

F’dil-grajja tispikka 1-mahfra
Haga li I-qalb ma tithimhiex,
Ghax l-istint ta’ go fik jghidlek
Il-hsara, int la tahfirhiex.

Gewwa Franza kien hemm koppja
Nobbli, ghanja u maghrufin,
Ir-ragel Jean-Pierre kien jismu

U s-sbejha martu Josephine.

Dawna kellhom iben wiehed
Lilu Andre kienu semmewh,
Huwa kien 1-ghaxqa ta’ qalbhom
Bl-akbar ghozza kienu rabbewh.

Lil Gilber b’qaddej dawn kellhom

Li kienu tant jirrispettawh,

W ghalkemm kien il-qaddej taghhom
Bhal binhom stess kienu jistmawh.

Dan Gilber min-naha tieghu
Imhabbtu kien lilhom juri,
Jistmahom kien, ghax ghalih kienu
Zgur l-akbar benefatturi.

Kienu jghixu f’armonija

Zgur li ma kien jonqoshom xejn,
Qatt ma hasbu, qatt ma bassru
Liema gwaj ghalihom kien gej!

o Ghaqda Muzikali[lmperiallJllzMelliehaW
Al alie ST Sl o 5120127

taj2012

Maria Grima

Issa z-zmien kien ghadda gmielu
U t-tifel taghhom sar zaghzugh,
Faqqghet ir-rivoluzzjoni

W ghat-tagbid lil Andre haduh.

F’dat-taqlib u t-tahwid kollu
B’ahbar binhom ma sema’ hadd,
B’ghafsa kbira gewwa qalbhom
Lil Andre izjed ma raw qatt.

Tistghu tahsbu x’baqa’ fihom

’L Andre izjed mhux sa jaraw,

Lil Gilber issa fadlilhom
Ghalhekk gidhom f’idejh fis fdaw.

B’dak il-hemm li waqa’ fughom
B’dak pajjizhom hekk mifni sew,
Mill-belt taghhom fil-pront harbu
U fil-kampanja marru nhbew.

Dan Gilber baqa’ jagdihom

U jgibilhom il-htigijiet,

Izda mhux izjed bl-imhabba
Ghaliex tagbida f’qalbu bdiet!

It-tlellix u 1-gid tad-dinja

Lil dan il-bniedem dlonk ghamewh,
Nesa 1-gid li ghamlu mieghu

Nesa wkoll kemm kienu habbewh.

Fir-rewwixta hu gie mdahhal
Sabiex jaghmilha tal-ispjun,
Ta’ Jean-Pierre, ukoll ta’ martu
L-akbar traditur kellu jkun.

Billi hu kien jaf fejn marru,
Ukoll fejn kienu mohbijin
Bla ma nigzitu l-kuxjenza
Lilhom mar kixef imsejknin.

www.imperialbandclub.com
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U hekk wasal it-tmiem taghhom
Flimkien it-tnejn gew magqtulin,

Fost biza’, niket, tbatija

Minn dal-qaddej sfaw meqrudin.

Kif appena t-tagbid spicca
Dat-traditur kien wisq herqan,
Biex igawdi dak li wiret
Haseb li wisq sa jkun ferhan.

Izda hsiebu ferm gharralu
Ghax serjament safa marid,
U xhin wasal fi tmiem hajtu
Wera fis li qassis irid.

Sacerdot fil-pront gabulu

Sabiex jistqarr dawk il-htijiet,

Li sa dak il-mument zammhom
Misturin f’qalbu, hemm fis-skiet.

Lill-qassis qallu l-istorja

Urieh ukoll dak ir-ritratt,

Ta’ dawk iz-zewg nobbli msejkna
[l-vittmi ta’ dal-kiefer fatt!

Il-qassis dlonk lilhom gharaf
Id-dmugh gabez minn xfar ghajnejh,
B’Kurc¢ifiss f’idejh jirtghodu
Imbikkem waqa’ gharkupptejh.

Dun Andre b’qalbu magsuma
Niket kbir fis beda juri,

Bi tbatija ’I Gilber qallu
“Dawn tieghi, il-genituri”.

Gilber qallu, “Ivvendikani
Isa, malajr la titlifx hin,

Ghax t’ommok u ta’ missierek
Jien huwa I-kiefer assassin”.

Il-qassis ghannqu ma’ sidru
Bid-dmugh igelben ma’ haddejh,
B’qalb hekk kbira, b’qalb ferm nobbli
Idu fil-pront, Zzammlu f’idejh.

Qallu, “Ibni taqtax qalbek
Kristu hafer minn fuq salib,
Hekk ukoll jiena nahfirlek
Fil-Paci Tieghu, mur habib.”

MARIO GAUCI

Fruit & Vegetable Seller

10, South Street,
Mellieha

Daily vendor selling
at St. Paul’s Bay and
Mellieha

Mob: 9945 5717
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Wahda mill-isbah esperjenzi tieghi meta nzur il-
familji fil-Mellieha huwa meta mal-hitan tad-djar
fir-rahal nara kwadri bil-pittura ta’ George Fenech
imdendlin mal-hitan. II-Mellehin li ghandhom il-
pittura ta’ George fi djarhom, ghandhom qabel
xejn din il-pittura f’qalbhom. Tinduna kemm huma
kburin b’din il-pittura ghax ghalihom mhix biss
xoghol ta’ hila kbira fuq it-tila izda wkoll parti mill-
Mellieha u madwarha li tant ispiraw ix-xoghlijiet
artistici ta’ George Fenech.

George kien ikun ferhan meta jara familji
Mellehin sejrin ghandu biex jixtru I-kwadri tieghu.
Ghaliex ma kienx sempli¢ciment bejgh u xiri ta’
kwadru. Kien jistaqsihom fejn se jdendlu 1-kwadru.
X’kulur huma l-hitan tal-kamra. X’ghamara
ghandhom fil-kamra. U mbaghad kien jaghtihom
parir jekk il-kwadru li kien joghgobhom imurx
jew fil-kamra fejn iridu jdendluh. Kien jghidilhom
ukoll xi gwarni¢ iridu jdawru mal-pittura. Kien
jaghmlilhom il-gwarni¢ hu stess ghax ma riedx li
xi rokna tal-blat tal-Mellieha, xi razzett, xi wied,
xi blata tielgha mill-bahar... tispi¢¢a maqtula b’xi
gwarnic¢ tad-deheb li assoloutament ma jmurx mal-
hajja sempli¢i u ordinarja li kien ipengi b’mod
straordinarju George Fenech.

George miet ftit izjed minn sena ilu wara li
kien twieled fir-rahal tal-Mellieha f1-1926. Huwa
ghex u trabba f’dan ir-rahal kwiet u f’familja umli.
George kellu 10 snin meta f’ Alabama fi-Istati Uniti,
minghajr ma jaf hu, James Agee u Walker Evans
kienu bdew ix-xoghol taghhom fuq il-ktieb ‘Let us
now praise famous men’, ejja nfahhru rgiel famuzi,
fejn esploraw il-kundizzjonijiet difficli tal-hajja u
I-faqar li kienu jghixu fihom il-bdiewa u l-familji
wagqt id-Dipressjoni 1-Kbira li lagtet in-naha t’Isfel
tal-Istati Uniti.

Bil-kitba brillanti ta’ Agee mzewga mal-
fotografija eccellenti ta’ Evans, ippruvaw jibnu
stampa bil-kliem u bir-ritratti ta’ kif kien I-ghajxien
ta’ kuljum tal-familji tal-bdiewa. Irnexxielhom

George Fenech
Tassew iben Melliehi

GhaqdaMuzikali Imperlal II Melliehaw
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Evarist Bartolo

jaghtu stampa li ma tintemmx ta’ parti mill-
popolazzjoni Amerikana li sa dak iz-Zmien kienet
inzammet mistura u mohbija.

George ghamel nofs seklu jipproduc¢i stampa
tal-hajja ta’ kuljum u I-ghajxien tar-rahal u tan-nies
tal-Mellieha permezz tal-pitturi tieghu ta’ nies umli
li hu kien jaf sew fir-rahal u li kieku minghajr il-
pittura tieghu kienu jibqghu ghal dejjem anonimi u
invizibbli.

George kien ukoll protagonista ewlieni fir-
rakkont viziv tal-hajja tar-rahal li fih ghex. Imwieled
f’rahal Zghir u umli rnexxielu bil-mod kwiet tieghu
u bla suppervja jeghleb il-parrokkjalizmu dejjaq u
I-mentalita maghluqa tal-irhula zghar. Huwa ghamel
success kbir fl-istudji tieghu fl-Italja izda gatt ma
kibritlu rasu jew beda jara bhala dubbien lir-rahal u
lin-nies tar-rahal.

Kien pittur ta’ livell internazzjonali izda
kull meta xi klabb sportiv jew tal-banda kienu
jitolbuh xi disinn ghall-qoxra ta’ xi rivista, xi
kostum ghall-karnival, xi disinn ghal re¢ta fuq il-
palk jew xi attivita kulturali ¢kejkna, kien mill-
ewwel jaccetta u jaghmel mill-ahjar. Ma kien jara
I-ebda kontradizzjoni bejn li jkollu livelli gholjin
ghall-arti tieghu u li jservi lill-komunita tieghu.
[I-Mellehin kienu jhobbuh u jirrispettawh. Kien
jithallat ma’ nies ta’ kull fehma u gejjin minn kull
gasam tal-hajja. Ma kellu problemi ma’ hadd. Kien
jiccelebra lill-Mellieha, lill-inhawi ta’ madwarha u
lin-nies tar-rahal minghajr ma jaqa’ f’folklorizmu
medjokri.

[l-kriti¢i tal-arti jiddeskrivuh bhala bniedem kalm
hafna, misthi, jitkellem bil-mod u minn taht I-ilsien
u dejjem jara kif se johloq armonija fix-xoghlijiet
tieghu. Imma jien nemmen li kien izjed minn hekk.
Jien u nitkellem mieghu kull meta konna niltaqghu
kien dejjem jikkonvin¢ini kemm kellu passjoni go
fih, li kien vulkan izda li jaghti l-impressjoni li kien
gholja kwieta rieqda ghal sekli shah.

Kellu disprament kwiet go fih ghall-gerda

www.imperialbandclub.com
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tal-ambjent li kien jara madwaru u fl-istess hin
rassenjazzjoni kuragguza. Kien jipprotesta b’mod
gawwi bil-mod li kien jaf hu: billi jpengi l-widien,
I-irdumijiet, il-blatiet, l-irziezet gol-Mellieha u
madwarha. Niftakru jghidli minn taht Il-ilsien li
kien ipengi b’certa urgenza, ihossu li m’hemmx
hin x’jitlef, jibza’ li malli jitfa’ ghajnejh fuq xi xena
kien se jaraha ghall-ahhar darba, meqruda b’izjed
“zvilupp”.

Ghal din ir-raguni nhoss li I-pittura ta’ Fenech
dwar ir-rahal u madwaru jqanqglu dieqa kbira. FI-
ahhar 50 sena r-rahal u I-kampanja ta’ madwaru
inbidlu hafna, u partijiet shah taghhom ingerdu ghal
dejjem.

Bla dubju kien hemm differenza enormi bejn kif
raw il-Mellieha dawk 1i hatfu r-rahal u madwaru
u raw kif uzaw kull millimetru biex idahhlu I-bini
taghhom fih u x’kien jara George u x’naraw fil-
pittura tieghu.

Twieled fil-Mellieha 86 sena ilu, George gatta’

hajtu jiccelebra 1-gid tal-wirt uman, kulturali u
naturali tal-Mellieha u madwarha.

Tmien snin ilu meta I-Bank of Valletta organizza
wirja tax-xoghlijiet ta’ George Fenech, il-Professur
J.J. Cremona kiteb: “Iqim il-blat gheri bl-istess
gima lejn l-allat tal-post, is-sigar tieghu jitkellmu bi
Isien tal-antik li gej minn sekli ilu, u 1-bini tal-franka
tieghu jghassu s-skiet. Huwa iben l-art, jitkellem
bi Isien sempli¢i u qawwi. Wiehed jista’ jghid li
f’certu sens huwa “religjuz” fil-mod kif ihares lejn
in-natura (kif juru b’'mod c¢ar il-pajsaggi tieghu)...
kif ukoll fix-xoghlijiet religjuzi tieghu.”

IlI-Professur Cremona jitkellem dwar “is-
serenita tiddi hierga mill-pitturi tieghu ghax hu kien
hsiebu fl-ispirtu tal-postijiet u mhux fil-postijiet
infushom.” Dwar l-irziezet bla twieqi, umli u ma
tistax tifhimhom... Cremona jghid: “Pengiehom
gisu mhux biss irid jagbad ix-xbieha taghhom fuq it-
tila, imma jrid jippriserva s-sbuhija severa taghhom
fl-ambjent naturali taghhom ghal dejjem.”

I - Qw/{ya

in 2 Cross Street Melliehq,
specialises in flower arrangements
for weddings, funeral flowers, Holy
Communion and other occasions.

Consultation on the type of flowers
and budgeting advice are all part of
this personalised service. Wedding
packages include all the floral
arrangements for home, church and
reception venue.

Deliveries are made to the home of
the bride which means the couple will
have one less thing to worry about.

Tel/Fax:
21 520549

Motoring School
& Motorcycle Towing

Mob: 9947 8908 * 9945 2994

WE TEACH ON MANUAL CARS
MALE & FEMALE QUALIFIED INSTRUCTORS
VERY PATIENT AND PROFESSIONAL
DOOR TO DOOR PICK UP/DROP DOWN SERVICE
HIGH PASS RATE
NO HIDDEN CHARGES
LESSONS ON INDIVIDUAL BASIS

WE DO PRACTICAL
TESTS IN MALTA & GOZO

www.imperialbandclub.com
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Proza poetika fuq l-istorja tal-Mellieha mill-
ewwel zminijiet sal-migja ta’ San Pawl.

1. L-Gheruq ta’ Nisilna

L-istorja tal-Mellieha tinsab mahzuza fil-qighan
naqlija tal-widien hadrana fejn isemma’ lehnu
setghan il-qasab haxwiexi u ssaltan, bennejja tal-
bejtiet, I-ghammiela habrieka.

L-istorja ta’ dar-rahal tismaghha fl-gherien
imniddija fejn jghammru l-friefet il-lejl moghmija
wara s-seher tal-qmura shah, blalen ta’ bjuda bla
tebgha u fejn jixxettel it-tursin il-bir leqqien, imsoqqi
mill-qtajjar fiddiena, li jgelbnu mal-liwi u x-xquq
tas-saffi tal-gebla Maltija.

Grajjet niesna, missirijietna tibda minn hawn —
mill-art armajn imtektka b’bexxiet melliesa ta’ xita
manna, mir-ramel dehbien tal-plajja, jikwi b’ugigh
ta’ tbatijiet il-gemgha, tissara biex tghix, tghajjex u
tghammar; mill-halel felhana ta’ bajjietna mizghuda
bl-alka sewdiena, merghat saqwija ghall-hut tal-
bahar, hobz ghal snienna u dahliet kennija ghal gens
wara iehor, sibbien u hakkiema li fittxew ’1 artna biex
jahkmuna jew jahbtu ghaliha.

U ghal dawn il-wagqtiet se nisthajjilni I-blat minqux
tal-Grotta tal-Madonna. Hsiebi se jimrah fl-ewwel
Zminijiet, hamest elef sena ilu. Niftakar l-ewwel
¢orma titfacca fuq ix-xefaq, titbandal ganpiena fuq
cattri maghmula minn zkuk, frieghi u weraq, f’jum
ta’ difa. Dehru ghajjiena, hosbiena, imma fl-istess
hin herqana li ser jibdew grajja gdida. Mill-harsa ta’
fuq wi¢chom u I-kliem li lissnu, intbaht li gew minn
Sqallija.

Fi ftit jiem bdew ibiddlu I-hara Mellehija.
Nezzghu l-imsagar mis-sigar, wittew l-art mahnuqa
bil-hatab, zerghu l-qamh u x-xghir, u bdew ikabbru
ghelejjel ohra tar-raba’. Maghhom gabu xi bhejjem
bhal moghoz u naghag u bdew irabbuhom fl-gherien
bhal tax-Xemxija u I-Wied tal-Kalkara. Kienu
jahdmu qatigh, lejl u nhar, sajf u xitwa, b’ghodda tal-
ghuda, 1-ghadam u I-gebel bhalma nstabu I-Latnija.
Kellhom kwies, bwieqi u garar tal-fuhhar, u kienu
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David Muscat

jizzejnu b’gizirajjen, c¢rieket, brazzuletti mahduma
mill-elementi tan-natura.

Ghadni niftakar I-ewwel darba li Imaht xebba
Mellehija, gmiel in-nixxiegha, liebsa gizirana
maghmula minn bebbux, ¢aghak u mhar, tiddandan
f’dan l-ghar quddiem corma tfajliet tamparha. Ma
nistax ninsa lil dak il-guvni, mibni saffejn, jarmi
s-sahha, imhazzem bi glud il-bhejjem u 1-qfiel tal-
huxlief, ikaxkar hagra fiha daqsu darbtejn lejn tat-
Tomna biex hu wkoll ikun ta sehmu fil-bini tal-
magqdes f’gieh ’l alla fertili, omm il-hlejjaq kollha,
li ghogobha taghtih art bil-wisq hawtiela u bahar
kahlani misbuq b’kull gid u ghana.

5 T A i s AV
Il-bahar min-naha tac-Caghkija, Ghajn Zejtuna
Minn hawn, minn hawn bdiet il-grajja ta’ dan
ir-rahal — mill-gherien bhal tal-Wied tal-Madonna,
l-Ahrax, I-Imgiebah, Gnien Ingraw u Ghajn Zejtuna
fejn ghammru l-ewwel fost niesna; mill-ghagbiet
bhax-Xaghra ta’ Zminka, tat-Tomna u ta’ Msid fejn
sawru l-eqdem imqades, u minn max-xfar tas-sisien
u l-gnub tal-widien fejn missirijietna difnu I-gheziez
taghhom u hallew lilna wirt shih biex nghozzuh
u nixtarru fuq x’nistghu naghmlu biex inharsu
I-gejjieni taghna u ta’ wliedna.

2. Fid-Dell tal-imperu
Iz-zmien jghaddi u ’l hadd ma jsellem, jghaddi
bla ma jitkellem. Wara z-zminijiet bikrija ta’ Zmien

www.imperialbandclub.com
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il-Hagar, l-ewwel Mellehin ta’ Zmien il-Bronz, dags
tlett elef sena ilu kellhom ihabbtuha ma’ nies mill-
Italja t’isfel u forsi wkoll minn xi gzejjer lil hinn
mill-Grecja.

Dawn kienu popli gellieda li keddew bis-shih lil
taghna. L-art qallbuha ta’ taht fuq. Garrew hagar,
gebel u hamrija tant li hallew migrufa fil-blat sriebet
twal ta’ kalati qishom raddi tal-mohriet li hadd ma jaf
bl-ezatt x’kienet id-destinazzjoni taghhom ahharija.

Lill-mejtin kienu jaharquhom minflok jidfnuhom
u jigbru l-irmied taghhom f’xi qolla jew garra.
X’aktarx armaw irhajjel imdawra b’sisien ghassiesa
fix-Xaghra tal-Qargha, fuq id-Dahar tal-Ahrax u fix-
Xaghra tal-Kurunell lejn I-Imgiebah.

Wara n-nies ta’ Borg in-Nadur, il-Bahrija u
1-Wardija, kif inhuma maghrufa n-nies ta’ Zmien
il-Bronz, gew il-Feni¢i u 1-Punici. Ulied ix-xtut tal-
Lvant Nofsani kienu bahhara, bejjiegha u xerrejja.
Gabu lejn xtutna drappijiet mill-ifjen, statwi u
statwetti u ghadd kbir ta’ kull xorta ta’ merkanzija.
Ghallmu lill-Mellehin ihawlu s-sigar taz-zebbuga u
I-harruba. Min jaf kemm-il mirkeb taghhom dahal
jistkenn I-Ghadira!

[I-Puni¢i ma kellhomx itulu wisq. Sabu r-Rumani
jigfulhom u dawn tal-ahhar, fit-Tieni Gwerra Punika
hatfu °l gziritna. Lill-Maltin, ir-Rumani sejhulhom
barbari, mhux ghax kienu bdabad tafux, imma ghax
kienu jithaddtu bil-Puniku, ilsien Semitiku, mhux
bhalhom bil-Grieg jew il-lingwa Latina.

Lil nieshom kienu jidfnuhom fi dwiemes u
ogbra mhaffrin fil-blat bhalma nsibu San Niklaw,
I-Imgiebah, tar-Rabti, il-Mizieb, 1-Ahrax, Selmun u
n-Nahlija t’Ghajn Tuffieha. Ir-Rumani kattru s-sigar
taz-zebbug u bdew jaghsruh ghaz-zejt bhal f’San
Pawl Milqi u hada 1-Ghar u Casa. Haffru mgiebah
ma’ xfar il-widien bhall-Imgiebah u 1-Wied tal-
Kalkara biex jigbru l-ghasel tan-nahal. It-tjieba tal-
ghasel tas-saghtar sahhrithom. Forsi wkoll sejhu lil
dawn l-inhawi meleha minn melea, kelma Griega
b’toghma ghaslija, 1i kien hawn min sostna li
I-Mellieha taf isimha minnha.

Madwar il-Mellieha, bhal fi mkejjen rurali ohra,
is-sinjuri Rumani bnew xi vilel zghar tal-kampanja,
bi knaten rettangulari mdaqqsa u b’art i¢¢angata.
Fl-ogsma taghhom haddmu lil niesna. Ghallmuhom
ihaffru I-bjar u l-ispejjer fil-blat u jsawru ¢-cisterni
u l-gwiebi bhal fil-Wied tal-Imgiebah u I-Wied tal-
Kalkara.

Ir-Rumani stmaw lill-Mellehin u 1-Maltin kollha
sew, dagslikieku kienu ¢ittadini tal-Imperu glorjuz.
Igfna mahnuqa b’taghbijiet u nies kienu jzuruna ta’
spiss. Mhux l-ewwel darba li trakka xi gifen mas-
sikka ta’ nofs il-Bajja tal-Mellieha. Nghidu ahna, fi
zmien l-Imperatur Septmu Saverju, madwar is-sena
200 WK, inkalja gifen mimli affarijiet bhal platti,
skutelli, bwieqi u garar proprju f’qiegh is-sikka
ewlenija tal-Ghadira.

Imbaghad missitu l-istess xorti, li jzurna bla
hsieb, San Pawl. Kif igibu ismu 1-Gzejjer, li lil hinn
minnhom jinghad li l-gifen li fuqu kien gieghed
trakka u ggarraf; Pawlu ta’ Tarsu kellu jidhol ghall-
irdoss tal-hgejjeg fir-Ramla tal-Pwales, jekk mhux
ukoll il-Mistra.

Missierna San Pawl seta’ zar ukoll xi ghar fil-
Mellieha, nghidu ahna, 1-Ghar tal-Madonna. Min jaf?
Il-leggenda tghid li kien San Luga, sieheb ir-Razul
fil-vjagg lejn Ruma, li pitter ix-xbieha mirakoluza
tal-Madonna tal-Mellieha. L-affresk biss jaf il-verita
u s’issa zammbha mistura.

Gara x’gara, il-Mellehin Puni¢i kienu fost 1-ewwel
Maltin li ghexu I-migja tal-Appostlu. Dawn l-gherien
kienu fost I-ewwel imkejjen li semghu l-bxara t-tajba
u laqghu b’hegga u hrara I-fidi Nisranija.

Wagqt li I-Imperu Ruman kien ged jixxaqqaq,
jiggarraf u jitherra, il-gemgha Mellehija kienet qed
titkebbes fi twemminha. Ix-xrara li qabbad Pawlu
mill-huggiega fuq ir-ramla kibret fi Isien tan-nar. Fi
ftit zmien il-fjamma kienet se titheggeg f’nirien ta’
mhabba u emmna.

tal-Mellieha

ll-proza poetika fuq l-istorja
tissokta f’harga ohra.

Ghanqud harrub f'sigra tal-harrub, Selmun

www.imperialbandclub.com
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¢ SHOE

GIUSEPPI'S
STORE 11 wiNE BAR

68, Borg Olivier Street
Mellieha 26,27, St. Helen Str., Mellieba
Tel: 21 523530 Tel: 21 574882 / 9949 3579

SPRTS

Je..[gn&bjm EXPERIENCE

Trophies & Awards

202 - Main Street,
Mellieha - MLH 03

Tel: 21 523269 Pitkali Road, Attard
For a wide variety of Gifts, Tel:
(00356) 21 438877
Camﬂes, Lamps, :
. ax:
Picture frames, (00356) 21 438876
Occasiona[fumiture Email:
& Curtain rails. sportexp@maltanet.net

www.imperialbandclub.com
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Banda Germaniza
fil-Mellieha

Kuncert mill-*Youth Wind Orchestra’ minn
Zwickau gewwa I-Germanja bil-kollaborazzjoni
tal-Ghaqda Muzikali Imperial u Kunsill Lokali
tal-Mellieha nhar il-Gimgha 15 ta’ Gunju 2012 fil-
Pjazza tal-Parrocca.

|
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Qassis,

Kien it-Tnejn 9 ta’ Lulju meta hafna Mellehin
tnikktu, meta semghu 1-Qniepen tal-Knisja
Parrokkjali b’dawk in-noti kiebja jhabbru li Qassis
kien miet. Kulhadd baqa’ mibluh Dun Nazzaren
halliena, mar id-Dar tal-Missier tas-Sema. Jien
bhal hafna ohrajn tnikkitt, tlift habib u Sacerdot,
li hdimt hafna mieghu spec¢jalment fi¢c-Centru
Parrokkjali. Hsibt ghalhekk li f’dan il-fuljett ingib
id-diskors li kont ghamilt fil-11 ta’ Jannar 1986 fil-
Knisja Parrokkjali fejn kienet saret lejla Muzika
Letterarja biex inghata gieh u ringrazzjament lil
Mons. Guzeppi Schembri u Dun Nazzaren, li kienu
spiccaw is-servizz taghhom fil-Mellieha.

Minn fostkom Ghalikom

Gheziez Rev, Monsinjur, Kappillani, Sacerdoti
Religjuzi u Poplu. Insellmilkom.

Se nibda dan il-messagg tieghi bil-kliem
sabih ta’ Gesu, is-Sacerdot il-Kbir, mill-vangelu
ta’ San Mattew, meta qal “Hekk ghandu jiddi
d-dawl taghkom quddiem il-bnedmin, biex jaraw
I-ghemejjel tajba taghkom u jaghtu glorja lil
Missiekom li hu fis-smewwiet.”

U dan ezattament li gabna hawn il-lejla biex

GhaqdaMuzikali Imperlal II Melliehaw
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lihafna habbew

Sammy Borg

flimkien bl-ghemejjel tajba li ghamiltu f’dawn is-
snin kollha li hdimtu fostna naghtu qima u glorja lil
Missier taghna u nitolbu ghalikom.

Intom gejtu maghzula minn fost il-Poplu t’Alla
biex tagduh wiehed bhala Kappillan u l-iehor bhala
sacerdot. Ghandna x-xorti wkoll li dan is-sacerdot
li I-lejla gejna naghtu din it-tislima gie maghzul
minn fostna 1-Mellehin. Gie maghzul minn fostna
biex ikun ghalina. Gie moghti lilna minn familja li
bhal hafna ohra Mellehin kellha I-problemi taghha,
familja numeruza, il-missier kien jagla’ x’jiekol il-
gurnata tax-xoghol, u hafna minn fost hutu kellhom
ihallu din I-art biex marru jahdmu u jghixu f’artijiet
ohra.

Gie maghzul minn fostna, mhux ghax kien kbir,
jew ta’ pozizzjoni tajba, imma ghax kien umli, jitlob,
jehix hajja semplic¢i, imrobbi fl-imhabba t’Alla u
habib ta’ hafna u hawn ta’ min isemmi l-kliem ta’
San Pawl lill-Korintin, “Alla ghazel id-dghajfa tad-
dinja biex ihawwad il-qawwija.”

Wara li gie maghzul minn fostna, il-Providenza
t’Alla riedet li ghal dawn l-ahhar tnax-il sena jigi
moghti lilna biex jahdem hawn fostna.

Hu gie fostna bhalma I-Evangelista qal ghal
Gesil, “Ma giex biex ikun moqdi izda
biex jaqdi u biex jaghti hajtu b’fidwa
ghall-kotra.” Dan 1i kellu quddiemu
Dun Nazzaren meta beda I-hidma tieghu
hawn fostna. Fostna hadem bhala Vici
Kappillan u dan ix-xoghol ghamlu bl-
ikbar dedikazzjoni u f’hidma kontinwa
mal-Kappillan.  II-Kon¢ilju dwar din
il-ghaqda jghid hekk, “Ghalhekk bejn
il-Kappillan u 1-Vi¢i tieghu ghandu jkun
hemm relazzjonijiet t’ahwa, karita ma’
xulxin u rispett reciproku. Kappillan
u Vi¢i jwieznu lil xulxin bil-pariri, bl-
ghajnuna u bl-ezempju u flimkien jaghmlu

|—d-D]Taanl Dun Joe Caruana, illum Kappillan qed jipprezenta rigal lil Dun Nazzaren hekk kif spicca

I-hidma tieghu bhala Vici Kappillan fil-Mellieha — Dicembru 1985

x-xoghol fil-Parro¢¢a ghalenija fil-fehma
u bil-hegga taghhom.”

www.imperialbandclub.com
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Din il-kwotazzjoni zgur li applikat ghall-hidma
ta’ Dun Nazzaren mal-Kappillan u bhala Vi¢i fil-
Parrocca.

[z-Zminijiet tal-lum jitolbu li s-Sacerdot jghix
mal-Poplu, jghix mal-familja kollha tal-bnedmin li
hu wkoll hareg minnha, f’ghaqda shiha mal-knisja
jaghti xhieda tal-verita, jahdem biex isalva u mhux
biex jikkundanna, li jhobb aktar milli jistenna li
jkun mahbub u li jwassal il-Kelma t’Alla u I-grazzja
tas-Sagramenti lil hutu I-bnedmin, spe¢jalment lil
dawk li jkun jahdem fosthom.

Is-Sacerdot jista’ jilhaq din il-hidma mill-Knisja
fejn il-fidili jigu biex jisimghu I-Kelma t’Alla u
l-ispjegazzjoni taghha ghall-hajja ta’ kuljum. Is-
Sacerdot ihabbibhom m’Alla permezz tal-qrar u
jaghmilhom haga wahda permezz tal-Ewkaristija.
Din il-hidma Dun Nazzaren wettagha f’dan it-
tempju fejn hafna minna u ohrajn li telqu gabilna
gew u semghuh u hadu sehem mieghu fis-sagrific¢ju
tal-Quddiesa.

Barra dawk li setghu jigu f’dan it-Tempju kien
hemm ohrajn li minhabba I-inkapacita taghhom
jew il-mard, ma setghux jigu, izda dan is-Sacerdot
sibnieh idur mar-Rahal taghna u ta’ kull l-ewwel
Gimgha tax-xahar kien izur numru kbir sewwa
minnhom. Kien iwasslilhom lil Gesti Ewkaristija u
jehidilhom kelma ta’ farag.

Dun Nazzaren hadem ukoll fil-hidma pastorali
ta’ taghlim u formazzjoni ta’ tfal u zghazagh, anzi
din kellha tkun I-ikbar hidma tieghu fostna. Fil-
bidu tal-hidma tieghu kellu jiffac¢ja problema li
kienet gieghda tkidd hafna lil dawk li kellhom ghal
galbhom il-pastorali u t-taghlim tat-tfal u zghazagh.
Din kienet il-post addattat fejn tlaggaghhom u
torganizzahom. Il-post li kif jghallem il-Kon¢ilju,
li ghandu jkun l-estensjoni tal-Knisja. Dan il-lokal
tfacéa quddiemna f’Gunju tas-sena elf disa’ mija
u sitta u sebghin meta nxtrat
id-dar 1i llum huwa ¢-Centru
Parrokkjali. Bil-hidma u
ghajnuna u tant sagriffi¢cji
flimkien mal-Kappillan Dun
Guzepp Schembri, Dun Mose
Debono u Dun Nazzaren stajna
naraw din il-holma ssehh.

Dun Nazzaren fehem u
hadem biex il-Parroc¢ca jkollha
post li jilga’ fih il-familja kollha
u ghalhekk flimkien mad-
direzzjoni ta¢-Centru hasbu
biex f’dan il-post isir xoghol
ta’ kostruzzjoni li kwazi nbena
mill-gdid. Hadem biex ikun

r

ghandek issibu. Biex seta’ sar dan ix-xoghol kollu
saru hafna sagrifi¢éji, spejjez u energija. Imma kif
nistghu naraw illum dawn l-isforzi ma kenux ta’
xejn ghax b’dan il-post il-Parro¢c¢a hadet hajja ohra.

Dun Nazzaren fi¢-Centru kompla jahdem
f’hidma qaddisa bhal dik li sahhah sewwa l-ewwel
taghlim li jinghata li¢c-¢kejknin bhala thejjija xierqa
ghall-ewwel Tqarbina u ghall-Grizma tal-Isqof.
Bil-ghaqal u bl-ezempju tieghu sab lil min jghinu.
Irnexxilu jigbor mieghu u jifforma grupp Kateketiku
li jisthoqqlu kull ammirazzjoni.

[I-hidma ta’ dan is-Sacerdot estendiet ruhha
fil-hidma fost iz-zghazagh. Kif nafu fiz-zminijiet
tal-lum 1i tahdem fost iz-zghazagh mhux facli.
Izda meta s-Sacerdot bl-ghajnuna tal-ld Mohbija
jirnexxilu jdahhal lil Kristu fost iz-zghazagh, kull
forza materjalista bhal tghib u tisparixxi.

Dawn huma fatti ghax iz-zghazagh fi¢c-Centru
joffru hafna servizz li jestendi u jinfirex mal-
Parro¢¢a u hawn donnha tohrog wahedha li ma jistax
ikollok Parrocéa hajja jekk ma jkollokx Centru haj
u organizzat li minn go fih il-membri kollha tal-
Parroc¢a jistghu jikbru fit-taghlim u I-formazzjoni
u jiffurmaw karattri nsara u cittadini serji. Ghax
x’jiswa li jkollok rahal jew belt sabiha mdawra
b’dak kollu li tista’ toffri n-natura, djar sbieh u toroq
sbieh, jekk in-nies li jkunu joqoghdu m’ghandhomx
rispett lejn xulxin, niegsa mill-imhabba u tolleranza.

F’dawn l-ahhar gimghat il-Mellieha messietha
x-xorti li ghat-tielet darba wiehed minn uliedha
s-Sacerdoti jigi mahtur Kappillan. Kulhadd inhasad
u hass ghal din il-firda minn wiehed mir-rghajja
Spiritwali li kellu.

F’Dun Nazzaren rajna ssehh sottomissjoni
u ubbidjenza lejn il-Missier Spiritwali tieghu
I-Ar¢isqof li ghazlu biex ikun Kappillan fil-Parroc¢ca
ta’ Hal Kirkop. Ghax kif jghallem il-Kon¢ilju

mghammar b’kollox, xejn lussu.
Izda dak kollu li hu mehtieg

www.imperialbandclub.com

Dun Nazzaren waqt quddiesa quddiem ic-Centru Parrokkjali f'ghelugq il-25 sena mill-ftuh uffijali

- 18 ta’ Gunju 2002
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s-sacerdot ghandu jfittex 1i jaghti s-sehem tieghu fil-
hidma Pastorali tad-djocesi kollha anzi tal-Knisja
kollha.

U hawnhekk nixtieq nghid kelma lil dawk il-
laj¢i li ghandhom ghal qalbhom il-valuri nsara biex
nitghallmu nkunu bhal dan is-Sacerdot li gharaf fis-
skiet u minghajr hafna storbju, il-valuri tat-taghlim
u formazzjoni fost it-tfal u z-zghazagh.

Biex is-sehem taghna jikber f’din il-hidma
spe¢jalment meta naraw in-nuqqas ta’ vokazzjonijiet
jikber. Is-siewi tal-hidma taghna jidher fid-digriet
tal-Konc¢ilju dwar 1-Appostolat tal-Laj¢i meta qal,
“li I-laj¢i, ghaliex ghandhom sehem mill-uffi¢¢ju
ta’ Kristu sacerdot u Re, ghandhom sehem attiv
taghhom fil-hajja u I-hidma tal-Knisja. Fi hdan il-
komunitajiet tal-knisja il-hidma taghhom hija hekk
mehtiega 1i minghajrha I-appostolat tar-rghajja
nnifsu hafna drabi ma jistax jilhaq l-effett shih
tieghu.”

Ghaqda Muzikalilmperial I!iMeIIiehai

p— - -
Festaj2012:

Nistieden iz-zghazagh biex iwiegbu ghas-sejha
t’Alla u jiddedikaw hajjithom ghat-taghlim u tixrid
tal-kelma t’Alla.

Jien cert li Dun Nazzaren ma setax jaghmel dan
ix-xoghol kollu minghajr 1-Id il-Leminija t’Alla li
dejjem kienet mieghu u I-ghajnuna ' Ommna Marija.
Zgur ukoll li Dun Nazzaren sab mill-Kappillan il-
veru habib, sab fih Missier li ghenu biex ikabbar dak
kollu li wettaq fostna.

Jien nawguralkom u nifirhilkom f’isem il-Poplu
tal-Mellieha ghall-hatriet godda li gejtu moghtija,
nixtigilkom kull success fil-hidma pastorali li se
twettqu fil-Parroc¢i 1i gew afdati lilkom. Jien
nirringrazzjakom tax-xoghol anke mohbi li wettaqtu
fostna 1-Mellehin u llum tistghu tghidu mal-
Appostlu Missierna San Pawl “Hdimna u ghexna
imma mhux ahna izda Kristu li ghex u hadem fina.”

I1-President u [-Kumitat tal-Ghaqda Muzikali Imperial

jixtiequ jawguraw il-Festa t-Tajba lil Kulliadd

LD

Ca ka Light nu? ))ns

Mob::7994-1401

er Ladder
Services

Iton Cauchi (Baliena)
Mobile: 9984 4678
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Hafna jitkellmu dwar l-origini ta’ haga jew ohra.
Ovvjament il-parro¢¢a tar-rahal hija l-aktar haga
ghaziza ghall-poplu, jerga’ dari aktar mil-lum. Illum
il-gurnata nhossni parti mill-Mellehin, apparti kollox
ghandi residenza hawn u ged naghmel hafna hbieb.
Ma nistax nghid li ma laqghunix 1-gheziez Mellehin,
tant li sirt familjari ma’ hafna minnkom u ta’ dan jien
grat lejkom.

Lura fl-1436 meta I-Isqof Senatore de Mello
semma l-ghaxar parrocc¢i tal-kampanja, il-Mellieha
kienet wahda minnhom. Ghalhekk f’dan is-Santwarju
twaqqfet il-parocca tal-Mellieha li kellha t-truf
taghha sal-Mosta. F’dawk iz-zZminijiet il-gZejjer
Maltin kienu ta’ sikwit jigu attakkati mill-pirati ta’
Barbarija u mit-Torok. II-Mellicha messha sehemha
wkoll minn dan il-flagell. FI-1551 sar attakk kbir
minn xi ghaxart elef Tork fuq il-gzira taghna, taht
it-tmexxija ta’ Dragut, u 1-Mellicha giet attakkata
wkoll. Dawk il-Mellehin 1li rnexxielhom jaharbu
minn dan il-madmad, kollha harbu lejn 1-Imdina u
f’postijiet ohra wara s-swar.

Wara dan il-hbit, il-Mellieha giet imnehhija minn
parro¢éa u bdiet taghmel man-Naxxar, peress li
l-abitanti kollha Mellehin kienu telqu mill-Mellieha
u marru joqoghdu f’postijiet ohra ghall-kenn.

FI-1565 wasal 1-Assedju 1-Kbir, u 1-Maltin kollha
htigilhom jiehdu kenn fil-Birgu, I-Isla u I-Imdina.
It-Torok ukoll ingabru madwar dawn il-fortizzi u
ghalhekk Don Garcia de Toledo seta’ nhar is-7 ta’
Settembru, jizbarka l-qawwiet ta’ ghajnuna li gab
minn Sqallija, 1-hekk imsejjah “grande soccorso”.
Don Garcia zar ukoll dan is-Santwarju.

Wara li ghadda I-Assedju 1-Kbir u beda jghaddi
Z-zmien, in-nies regghu bdew jinzlu joqoghdu fil-
Mellieha. FI-1584 dan is-Santwarju beda jiehu
hsiebu Patri Agostinjan biex iwaqqfu f’kunvent tal-
Ordni tieghu. Bit-thabrik ta’ dan l-imsemmi religjuz
u l-patrijiet shabu, is-Santwarju gie ’l quddiem
hafna, u ma Kkinitx nieqsa d-devozzjoni tal-fidili
lejh. B’danakollu fl-1587, is-Santwarju gie issa fdat
f’idejn is-sacerdot Dun Bennard Cassar, u fl-1603

www.imperialbandclub.com
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II-Parrocca tal-Mellieha
maz-Zmien

EMAS, Dip.LCM, B.A (Hons) History,

Clifford Galea

PGCE, M.A Baroque Studies

Dun Bennard gie mahtur Rettur.

FI-1614 rega’ sar hbit iehor mill-furbani, u
I-Mellieha giet attakkata bl-ahrax. Minkejja I-qlubija
tal-bdiewa Mellehin immexxija mir-Rettur li offrew
rezistenza qawwija, it-Torok irnexxielhom jidhlu fis-
Santwarju, fejn ghamlu hsara lix-xbieha mirakoluza.

Jinghad 1i hawn grat haga tal-ghageb. Wiehed
Tork, li habat bis-sejf ghax-xbieha tal-Madonna,
intlagat minn marda qalila. Meta rega’ lura f’artu u
ntebah li I-marda kienet kastig, talab u qala’ I-mahfra,
u l-fejqan, u b’turija ta’ hajr, baghat hafna xemgha
lill-Madonna tal-Mellieha. Dan irrapurtah I-Isqof
Balaguer fil-vizita pastorali tieghu.

Ftit wara li sar dan il-hbit mit-Torok, bi tpattija,
il-Gran Mastru Alof de Wignacourt min-naha tieghu
personali beda jmur izur dan is-Santwarju Melliehi
kull nhar ta’ Sibt. Minn hawn il-qima lejn dan is-
Santwarju bdiet tikber, u fI-1669 f’din il-knisja giet
iffurmata 1-Konfraternita tar-Ruzarju, u l-grazzji
bdew jinqalghu ta’ spiss.

FI-1688 is-Santwarju twaqqaf f’benefic¢jali.
L-ewwel benefi¢jat kien it-twajjeb Dun Gan Pawl
Bartolo, li nhatar fI-1690. Imbaghad, fl-istess sena,
¢ertu Sqalli, Mario De Vasi, neguzjant tal-inbid minn
Sirakuza, kabbar u Zejjen il-knisja, ghamel l-istatwa
li hemm fil-kripta t’isfel, kif ukoll bena dar ghar-
rettur u kmamar fejn jistrichu l-pellegrini. FI-1747
dan is-Santwarju rega’ gie mkabbar.

FI-1844, fi Zmien l-Isqof Caruana, il-Mellieha
regghet saret parrocca, bil-bolla tal-Papa Girgor X VI,
minkejja li -Parro¢ca tan-Naxxar irrezistiet ghal din
id-dec¢izjoni tal-Isqof ta’ dak iz-Zmien. L-ewwel
Kappillan kien Dun Pawl Le Brun. B’hekk il-
parro¢ca Mellehija regghet issahhet u llum il-gurnata
hija popolari hafna anke mal-Knisja Maltija tant li
meta jkollna vizti Papali, mill-ewwel tkun inkluza
fil-lista ta’ vizti 1i jsiru, minhabba d-devozzjoni li
I-parro¢ca Mellehija ghandha. Jien nieqaf hawn
billi nawgura minn qalbi lilkom ilkoll il-festa t-tajba
mimlija mhabba u gid ad unur il-padruna taghna
Marija Bambina. Awguri!
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The Golden Anniversary

Sam and Tessie Vella........cooceevviiiniiiniiiniieieceeeeiee e A.BOIg ..o 6.43
OLYEON ittt P. Schembri ....ccccocevveeenininneens 3.59
Blue Lagoon........c.oociiiiiriinieeieeieeeete et J.Mamo ..oceevienieieiees 6.12
Expressions of Aragon .......cecceeveveevcieercieensieeecieeenieenns J.N. Sammut .....cccovvviveeciienienns 4.37
28" MaArch 1928 .....c.coveieiieieeiiieieieesese e C.Muscat ....ccooeeveeenereneennne 546
Stephanie, Krista u JEremy ........cccocceeveieevcieensieeenieneieeeieeene G 13 S 441
Francesca.......cocoeecviiiiciiiiceceee e D. Quattromani ............c.cccveeeennee.. 544
KabUI e A.Farrugia ......cccoeevevvveenneenne 6.20
KLY ettt J.J.Pace .oniiniiiiine 7.02
21" September 1930.......ccveiiriieieieieeeeee e NN, 2.47
Ta’ L-Tlun e J.Mamo /J. Mamo ......cccceeceeveenicnnenne 6.06
Lill-Banda Imperial.........ccccoceeveevineneennennene K. Scerri / A. Sammut .........cocceeevennennenne 1.33
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Tista’ ssejhilha bluha! Tista’
tghidilha genn! Hemm min jaraha
bhala test ta’ sahha, jew test tal-qlubija
kif ukoll 1i tkattar il-virilita. Ohrajn
isemmu siwi terapewtiku! Hudha kif
trid! Jibqa’ 1-fatt li l-girja tal-barrin
ta’ San Fermin tat fama dinjija lill-
belt ta’ Pamplona, f’Navarra, Spanja,
l-iktar f’dawn l-ahhar snin tal-uzu tal-
internet!

Lebsin qomos u gliezet twal bojod
silg, b’maktur ahmar daqs id-demm,

Jos. F. Cachia

gotiku hemm midfunin ir-Re Karlu
IIT u r-Regina Leonora, eks-slaten ta’
Navarra. Hemm ukoll xi binjiet ohrajn
ta’ siwi arkeologiku jew storiku, pero
l-iktar inhawi maghrufa x’aktarx
huma 1-Plaza de Santo Domingo u
1-Plaza de Toros, xi disa’ mitt metru ’il
boghod minnha.

Dan ghaliex kull sena, ghal tmint
ijiem shah, bejn is-sebgha u l-erbatax
ta’ Lulju, issir il-girja tal-barrin bejn
dawn iz-zewg plazas. Kmieni fis-

imdawwar ma’ ghonghom, zghazagh Listatwata’San Ferminhiergamill-knisja  geboha neqsin kwart ta’ filghodu

u ohrajn mhux daqstant zghazagh
Spanjoli, jew minn artijiet ohrajn, jigru 1-girja mal-
barrin matul it-toroq ta’ din il-belt. Girja li ghalkemm
f’dak li hu tul hija igsar minn kilometru u bhala hin
tiehu biss xi tliet minuti, fiha bosta perikli u tassew hi
test ta’ kuragg jew genn, skont kif taraha.

San Fermin, skont leggendi medjevali, kien iben
gvernatur Ruman ta’ Pamplona, illi wara li sar nisrani
telaq lejn Franza biex ixerred il-fidi tieghu. Hemm
zew¢ verzjonijiet dwar il-martirju tieghu. L-ewwel
wahda hi li qatghulu rasu f’Amiens, Franza, I-ohra
hi li miet marbut imkaxkar mat-toroq ta’ Pamplona.
Hadd ma jaf sew meta ntaghzel bhala qaddis
patrun ta’ Pamplona, jew ghaliex il-festa tieghu tigi
¢celebrata fis-sebgha ta’ Lulju. Li hu Zgur hu i mis-
sena 1591, ilha ssir purcissjoni solenni bl-istatwa
tieghu madwar il-belt. L-istatwa tohrog fl-ghaxra ta’
filghodu. Hija tal-injam, ghandha mill-15-il seklu
u turi qaddis b’wi¢¢ samrani, ghalkemm l-ebda
Spanjol ma jghidlek “b’wic¢ iswed!”

Il-beltta’ Pamplona maghrufa wkoll bhala “Irunja”
bl-ilsien Bask, bhal bosta bliet ohrajn fi Spanja, taf
isimha lil xi mexxej Ruman famuz. F’dan il-kaz lill-
general kbir Pompei. Peress 1i kienet il-kapitali tar-
renju medjevali ta’ Navarra, fiha c¢ittadella mdawra
bis-swar perd llum hi belt moderna, b’hafna bini
gholi, gonna u sistema ta’ trasport mill-aqwa. Tinsab
ukoll fil-famuz Camino de Santiago. Fil-katidral

U P Tl VR Re

ghall-Purcissjoni f’Pamplona

jibdew idoqqu diversi baned iduru
madwar Pamplona, iqajmu lil min ikun ghadu rieqed,
bid-daqq tal-mar¢i taghhom. Ma tantx issib min ikun
ghadu ma fetahx ghajnejh ghaliex bosta jkunu dawk
li diga hargu fit-toroq, jew f’xi gallerija sabiex jaraw
ahjar (u bla periklu) x’ser jigri lil dawk il-bravi (jew
imgienen) li jisfidaw lill-barrin.

Dawn il-mozos ikunu jew mil-lokal stess, jew
minn bliet jew irhula ohrajn Spanjoli. Izda jkun
hemm mijiet ohrajn minn ghexieren t’artijiet minn
kull kontinent. Bosta huma dawk 1li ma jsibux fejn
jorqdu taht saqaf, u jghaddu ljieli shah “reqdin” fuq
bankini, fit-toroq, fil-gonna, jew fl-“ibliet” tat-tined
li jinbtu sa mill-ewwel jiem ta’ Lulju. Iltqajt ma’
Maltin li qattghu ljieli hekk f’Pamplona!

Tarahom guvintur Skandinavi, b’gilda bajdanija
u xagharhom gingell jithalltu ma’ Sud Amerikani
somor. Gappunizi, mghobbijin kameras jiddiskutu
Sanfermines (kif inhi maghrufa wkoll il-festa) ma’
studenti minn universitajiet Amerikani. Il-“borma
umana” tkun wahda mhawda sew, kemm fl-encierro
(girja mat-toros), kif ukoll fil-hafna attivitajiet ohrajn
li jsiru matul it-tmint ijiem tal-festa. Mimlijin bil-
kuragg, u hafna minnhom mifqughin bl-alkohol, u/
jew drogi, jitilqu quddiem il-barrin,wara li jinfethu
I-bibien tal-corallinos, izda ma jafux x’jistennew
matul it-triq,

Min ikun xortih tajba jigri t-tmien mitt metru

www.imperialbandclub.com
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minghajr xkiel u jerga’ jaghmilha ghal iktar minn
darba. Ohrajn, jew ghax jizolqu, jew ghax jaqghu fuq
ohrajn li jkunu zelqu, jew ghax il-barrin jigru wisq
iktar minnhom, jispi¢ccaw feruti mill-qrun jew is-
saqajn tat-toros. Mhux l-ewwel darba li kien hemm
min halla hajtu!

Wagt il-girja mal-barrin

L-encierro jibda mill-Corallinos de Santo
Domingo mnejn ikunu gew imwassla I-barrin minn
dawk li jrabbuhom apposta u tintemm fil-Plaza de
Toros, fejn jinzammu maghluqga sa iktar tard wara
nofs in-nhar biex jiggieldu fil-corrida. Kull jum
jintelqu barrin minn ranches differenti. Sitt foros
bravos (tal-glied) u sitt toros mansos jigu mitluga
gol-Plaza de Santo Domingo, u jibdew girja sfrenata
’l quddiem. Jiltagghu mal-mozos, (kif jissejhu dawk
li jigru) u jtajru lil kulmin isibu fin-nofs. Sakemm
ma jinfirdux mill-bgija tal-“merhla” ma jattakkaw
lil hadd izda jekk xi wiehed jinfired mill-bqija allura
jibda juza l-qrun ippuntati tieghu. Min jaqa’ jaf li
jekk jibga’ wiccu ’l isfel u ma jiccagqlagx mhux ser
ibati wisq. Jistenna lil xi hadd jigbed l-attenzjoni
tat-roro lil hinn minn fuqu. Id-devoti jemmnu li San
Fermin ikun gie u salvah!

Suppost li hemm hafna regoli stretti biex ma
jwegghux nies. In-nisa u t-tfal ma jithallewx jigru,
imma jkollhom jaraw kollox minn xi gallerija jew
fuq xi bejt, u li biex jitilghu hemm ikunu hallsu mhux
ftit! Hadd ma jista’ jmiss jew jittanta lit-toros waqt
il-girja, ghax b’hekk jista’ jigbed lit-foro ghal fuq
haddiehor. L-istess jekk barri jagbez lil xi hadd, din
il-persuna mhux suppost li jigri wara l-barri. Izda
peress li mhux wiehed jew tnejn ikunu mimlijin bl-
alkohol jew bid-droga isiru hafna abbuzi. Kuljum tara
I-ambulanzi jgorru lill-feruti lejn xi sptar, ghalkemm
din is-sena, 2012, weggghu 4 biss gravi u xi 32 ohra
nghataw kura hafifa!

Il-girja tibda bl-isparar ta’ murtalett rocket
li jhabbar illi t-foros ikunu bdew jinhargu fil-
plaza. 11-hoss tat-tieni murtalett ifisser li I-barrin u
t-foros kollha jkunu jigru mat-toroq ta’ Pamplona.
Interessanti 1-fatt li certu Etxebarri, dak li beda din id-
drawwa tal-isparar tal-murtalett f1-1931, gie ffucillat

www.imperialbandclub.com

It-toros jibqghu ghaddejjin

mal-bidu tal-Gwerra Civili Spanjola, fl-1936. Mal-
wasla taghhom fil-Plaza de Toros f’inqas minn tliet
minuti wara l-ewwel murtal, jigi sparat iehor biex
jgharraf lil kulhadd li ma fadalx foros fit-toroq. Din
is-sena l-awtoritajiet habbru li I-encierro kienet hadet
inqas hin, (2 minuti u 23 sekonda nhar it-Tlieta 10 ta’
Lulju 2012) meta tqisha ma’ tal-ahhar snin!

Malli t-foros jinghalqu fl-istalel taghhom tinfetah
xatba ohra, u fl-arena jigu mitluga ghadd ta’ baqar
fejn isibu zghazagh li jittantaw iwaqqfuhom billi
jingemghu fi gruppi kbar. Ohrajn jagbzu minn
fughom u jkun hemm diversi loghob mal-mewt.
Saret moda llum ukoll li wara l-encierro, it-tfal
ikollhom min jilbes ta’ toro halli huma wkoll jduqu
I-gost (jew genn) ta’ Sanfermines.

Wara nofs in-nhar issir il-corrida fejn il-matadors
joqtlu lit-foros li jkunu hadu sehem fil-girja. Min
jithem jghidlek li t-foros ikunu gew affetwati mill-
girjau li majiggildux dags toros bravos ohrajn fi bliet
ohra ta’ Spanja. Mhux l-ewwel darba li matadors ta’
fama gew ibbuwjati! Dawk 1i huma kontra l-corrida
gieli ghamlu protesti qawwija fl-arena u fit-toroq!

L-encierro jista’ jkun 1i hi l-iktar haga li tigbed
mijiet t’eluf lejn Pamplona, imma San Fermin mhux
toros biss. Hija festa li tibqa’ ghaddejja lejl u nhar.
[l-konsum tal-inbid, birra u alkohol (u drogi), jizdied
sew. Tara kjuwijiet jingabru mal-bibien tal-hwienet,
bars u kull fejn jinbiegh ikel, tradizzjonali jew mhux.

~ Il-maskaruni msejhin Gganti qabel il-Festa ta’San Fermin
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Baned iduru jdogqu mat-toroq. Kull min jaf idoqq
xi strument jaghti sehmu u bosta jizfnu mar-ritmi ta’
kull tip ta’ muzika. Maskaruni m’oghla sular, jduru u
jittantaw ix-xemx ghaddejja. Mill-galleriji jinxtehtu
bramel shah ta’ ilma fuq il-migemgha. Fil-pjazez isiru
wkoll kompetizzjonijet ta’ sports tradizzjonali Bask.
Ma rridx ninsa nsemmi li l-kriminalita u l-abbuzi
jizdiedu sew ukoll, u hawn ta’ min ifahhar ix-xoghol
siewi tal-Pulizija, u tal-Guardia Civil biex jghinu fiz-
zamma tal-ordni. [l1-kenniesa wkoll ikollhom jithabtu
biex inaddfu u gieli jkollhom juzaw il-forza biex
inehhiu minn nofs, nies reqdin jew fis-sakra.

Imma bhal kull festa ohra, iddum kemm iddum,
fl-ahhar jasal it-tmiem. F’nofs il-lejl ta’ bejn 1-14

II-folol ikantaw I-innu Pobre De Mi f'gheluq il-festa
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u 1-15 ta’ Lulju ssir purcissjoni aux flambeaux, li
fiha jiehdu sehem eluf kbar ta’ nies. Is-sindku ta’
Pamplona jiddikkjara 1-gheluq tal-festa ta’ dik is-
sena u jistieden lil kulhadd ghall-festa tas-sena ta’
wara.

In-nies ikantaw I-Innu ta’ Sanfermines (maghruf
wkoll bhala Pobre De Mi li tfisser “Imsejken Jien™),
u kulhadd jibda jahseb biex imur lura lejn daru,
kemm jekk hi biss kantuniera ’1 boghod mill-Plaza
Consistorial, kif ukoll jekk tinsab eluf ta’ kilometri ’1
boghod. Jibga’ biss it-tifkira li ma tmut qatt ta’ San
Fermines u t-tama li xi darba terga’ tmur Pamplona.

Il-kittieb famuz Amerikan, Ernest Hemingway,
fil-ktieb tieghu “The Sun Also Rises” tal-1926, ta
fama dinjija lil San Fermines, mar ghal disa’ drabi
bejn 1-1923 u 1-1959, minkejja li darba minnhom,
kien gie ferut f’riglejh waqt l-encierro.

Referenzi

Mitchener J.A., (1968), Iberia. New York: Random House
Incorporation.

Simones D. Et al., (2003), Spain. Victoria: Lonely Planet
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Ghejun ohra ta’ materjal siewi kienu l-websites: www sanfermin.
com, u www.rtvesanfermines2012.es, u l-istazzjon televisiv
Bask ETB.

(Tal-Blu)

CIVIL ENGINEERING CONTRACTORS, SUPPLIERS
OF SAND, SPALLS AND TORBA WITH READY BIX
TRANSPORT, ALL KINDS OF CONCRETE BLOCKS
AND EXCAVATION WORKS,

E-MAIL: AVBSONS@MALTANET.NET

A.VELLA BORG & SONS LTD

OFFICE: 42, COUNTRY VIEW, TRIQ IT-TGHAM, MELLIEHA. MLH1474

TELEPHONE: (QUARRY) 2152 1214 [ (OFFICE TEL & FAX] 2152 1213

TAL BLUE
DEVELOPMENTS LTD

HIGHLY FINISHED PROPERTY FOR SALE
DIRECT FROM OWMNERS

A.VELLA BORG & SONSLTD
QUARRY: MANIKATA ROAD, LD MELLIEHA
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Wiehed mill-kwadri li
hemm fil-Knisja Arc¢ipretali
ta’ San Publiju fil-Floriana
huwa dak 1i hafna nies
jirreferu ghalih bhala
I-Kwadru ta’ Sant’ Anna.

Dan il-kwadru huwa
xoghol tal-artist Antonio
Zammit li kien twieled
f’Bormla fis-sena 1830 u
miet nhar is-7 t” April 1864.
Tghallem l-arti ghand I-artist
maghruf Tumas Madiona u
ghalkemm miet ta’ eta zghira
huwa kien lahaq ghamel
hafna xoghlijiet f’numru ta’

knejjes.
Fost dawn il-knejjes
hemm il-Kolleggjata ta’

San Lawrenz fil-Birgu, il-
Kolleggjata tal-Immakulata
Kun¢izzjoni f’Bormla,
il-Knisja Parrokkjali ta’ San Bartilmew {’Hal
Gharghur, il-Katidral tal-Imdina, il-Bazilika ta’
Marija Bambina fl-Isla, il-Knisja Ar¢ipretali ta’
Santa Marija fiz-Zebbug Ghawdex u 1-Bazilika tal-
Madonna tal-Karmnu fil-Belt fost ohrajn.

Il-kwadru li ghazilt ghal dan l-artiklu huwa
I-uniku xoghol ta’ dan l-artist li hemm fil-Knisja
tal-Floriana, u fih l-artist jaghtina xena sabiha ta’
qdusija u gabra.

Dan irnexxielu jaghmlu permezz ta’ dija li tidher
hierga minn shab fil-parti ta’ fuq tat-tila. Is-shab
abjad jaghtina l-hsieb tal-Genna filwaqt li d-dija
hija 1-Barka tat-Trinita Qaddisa niezla ghal fuq il-
figura ta’ Sant’ Anna.

Il-qaddisa narawha bilgeghda fuq tron semplici
filwaqt li geghda ZzZomm lil Marija Bambina
f’hogorha.

Fuq in-naha tax-xellug tal-kwadru I-artist pinga

www.imperialbandclub.com

ll-Kwadru tat-twelid
tal-Madonna fil-Knisja
ta’ San Publiju Floriana

Mario Fenech

l-figura ta’ San Gwakkin
gharkupptejh fl-art b’rasu
baxxuta qieghed jammira
din il-Hlejqa Divina, filwaqt
li mara twajba geghda fuq
in-naha l-ohra tat-tila wkoll
gharkupptejha geghda
zzomm il-faxex f’idejha
ghal-lest biex it-tarbija
titpogga fil-fisqija.

Fil-parti ta’ fuq tal-
kwadru sitt angli, tlieta fuq
kull naha tad-dija, geghdin

josservaw  din  ix-xena
sabiha.
L-angli tan-naha tax-

xellug jidhru geghdin iferrxu
petali ta’ ward 1 isfel filwaqt
li f’idejn I-angli li hemm fuq
in-naha l-ohra tat-tila, I-artist
pinga stillarju bi tnax-il stilla
mdawra mieghu f’idejn
anglu u gilju sabih f’idejn anglu iehor.

Dawn huma zewg simboli importanti li dejjem
narawhom fi kwadri u fuq statwi tal-Madonna.
Dawn iz-zewg simboli jirrapprezentaw is-safa tal-
Qalb Bla Tebgha tal-Madonna u l-Inkurunazzjoni
taghha mill-Kori Kollha tal-Angli.

Il-kuluri ta’ dan il-kwadru huma mirquma
b’mod interessanti bl-attenzjoni tal-kuluri ¢ari
fuq ix-xbieha ta’ Sant’Anna u Marija Bambina.
[l-kulur kemmxejn skur li hemm fil-fond tat-tila
jirrapprezenta t-triq mudlama tal-hajja taghna
I-bnedmin u li ghandna nirrikorru lejn il-Madonna
bhala d-dawl tal-hajja taghna.

Huwa ghalhekk li ghandna dejjem naghtu gieh
b’mod xieraq lil Dik li nisslet lill-Iben t’ Alla fuq din
I-art minghajr I-ebda tebgha tad-dnub. Omm Alla u
Omm il-Bnedmin kollha.

IL-FESTA T-TAJBA LIL KULHADD.
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Smajna u qrajna fuq il-hruxija li wrew il-
Gappunizi fil-gwerra li ghaddiet mal-prigunieri li
waqghu f’idejhom matul il-gwerra. Se ngib fil-qosor
xi stejjer li rrakkontaw dawk li daqu I-hruxija tal-
kastigi taghhom u bagghu hajjin. Mara Gappuniza,
bl-isem ta’ Keiko Holmes, taf kemm kienet qawwija
I-mibeghda li kellhom I-Inglizi u l-Amerikani li
garrbu I-mohgqrija ta’ dawk li kienu ghassa mal-
prigunieri fejn kienu jinzammu. Baqghu jissemmew
ghax huma kienu kazi horox imma kienu nies tajbin
u lill-prigunieri ttrattawhom tajjeb. Biex nghidu
kollox irridu nghidu u niftakru li n-nies Gappunizi
tal-ibliet ta’ Hiroshima u Nagasaki daqu I-morr tal-
bombi nukleari li ntuzaw fil-gwerra.

Kienu bombi ta’ girda tremenda u telfien ta’ eluf
ta’ nies. Kemm hi kerha l-gwerra u x halliet warajha,
hlief biki u herba. U din il-mara Gappuniza, Kieko
Holmes, dahlet b’kuragg ta’ ggant biex tressaq
I-ghedewwa lejn xulxin u turi l-imhabba lil kulhadd,
li 1-Gappunizi huma bnedmin bhall-ohrajn.

Hemm minnhom li gabu ruhhom ta’ nies horox
u bla rispett. Li se taqraw f’dawn l-in¢identi juru
ezempji sbieh u ta’ min jimitahom u jaghmel
bhalhom u hemm stejjer ohrajn li juru l-hruxija u
ta’ min jistmerrhom u langas biss johlom bihom ma
ghandu ghax iganqlu I-mibeghda u jgeddu I-feriti
tal-gwerra.

Se naghti xi stejjer koroh li graw u ohrajn sbieh
li ghandna naghmlu bhalhom.

Mela l-imbierka Keiko Holmes flimkien mar-
ragel taghha bdew jorganizzaw laqghat bejn dawk
li huma prigunieri u 1-Gappunizi u jehduhom ghand
xulxin. Tghidx kemm sabu oppozizzjoni ghax kien
hemm min qal, “Dawn il-lagghat mhux isiru biex
iqarrbu 1-ghedewwa lejn xulxin imma biex igeddu
I-wegghat li sofrew fil-gwerra. Imma Keiko ma
qatghetx qalbha imma sew hi u kemm ir-ragel
taghha kienu stqarrew li x-xoghol li kienu jaghmlu
kien xoghol ta’ gid u kien se jtaffi l-hruxija tal-
gwerra.

' Keiko Holmes
Mara Gappuniza taghmel-gid-kbir

GhaqdaMuzikali Imperlal II Melliehaw
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Eddie Camilleri

Veru 1i kien hemm prigunieri li kienu jiftakru
f’dawk is-snin ta’ mohqrija imma kien hemm ohrajn
li ferhu hafna lil xulxin.

Se naghti l-istejjer li juruna minn x hiex ghaddew
dawn il-prigunieri. Dawn u ohrajn bhalhom kellmet
Keiko bil-hlewwa u stednithom biex imorru ghal
dawn il-laqghat tal-Agape, li hi u zewgha kienu
jorganizzaw. Min kien jaccetta li jmur kien jipprova
jaghmel pass lejn is-sewwa. Keiko fethet il-bieb li
kien maghluq.

Derek Gilbert ghamel snin shah jobghod lill-
Gappunizi. Imma f’Marzu tas-sena 2000 meta mar
ghall-Agape u kif qal hu stess meta beda jiltaga’
man-nies Gappunizi, sab li kienu nies bhall-ohrajn.
Kienu jitkellmu bhala hbieb u jikkundannaw dak
kollu li kien hazin. Fost dawn in-nies, Gilbert iltaqa’
ma’ wiehed li kien ghassa mieghu fil-kamp. Dan il-
Gappuniz talab mahfra lil Gilbert. Gilbert hafirlu u
kif stqarr Gilbert stess, hass ferh kbir u inqas piz
kbir ta’ mibeghda.

Prigunier iehor 1li accetta l-istedina ta’ Keiko
kien Jack Buttrwort. Dan ukoll kien prigunier iehor
f>Taiwan. Imma dan il-prigunier jghid li -Gappuniz
li kien ghassa mieghu salvalu hajtu. Kif? Ra li Jack
kien fi stat hazin hafna bid-debbulizza li kellu. Tah
pillola 1i tatu energija u sahha mill-gdid u sahhtu
bdiet tiehu forza u deher li gej ghall-ahjar. B’dik il-
pillola 1i tah is-suldat li kien hemm mieghu, Jack
rega’ ha sahha gdida u fi zmien qasir gie ghal li kien
qabel. Dan kien kaz iehor fejn 1-Agape halliet il-gid.

Keiko kienet ¢erta li 1-Agape kienet missjoni
gejja mis-sema u kienet qeghda thalli gid u gid kbir.
Gid kbir ghax kienet gejja mis-sema. L-ghedewwa
kienu jahfru lil xulxin u ghalhekk dahlet il-barka ta’
Alla u I-paci tal-Mulej.

Griet u thabbtet Keiko biex tkellem lill-familjari
tal-prigunieri Inglizi biex tistedinhom jigu ghal xi
Agape li kienet torganizza minn zmien ghal Zmien.
Fis-sena 1988 marret iZzur mina fejn kienu mietu
hafna prigunieri Inglizi.

www.imperialbandclub.com
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Hdejn dan i¢-¢imiterju mina sabet gnien sabih
u nfurmat il-familji tas-suldati 1i nqatlu. Ghaddew
is-snin u Keiko xejn ma qatghet qalbha u f1-1992
bil-ghajnuna ta’ hafna nies, Keiko rnexxielha
torganizza pellegninagg ta’ dawk li kienu prigunieri
u regghu lura d-dar.

Hafna nies hadu sehem u tassew hadu pjacir
bil-laqghat mal-Gappunizi. Ferhu l-Inglizi ghax
hafru u ferhu 1-Gappunizi u bkew ghax ferhu bil-
mahfra. Tant ferhu li hafna minnhom bkew bil-ferh
gaddis.

Bil-mahfra niftakru li meta ndahhlu ’1 Alla
fl-inkwiet taghna, Alla Zgur jaghtina l-ghajnuna
li nehtiegu f’dak iz-Zmien. Alla jaf kollox, jaf
x’ghandna bzonn. Ma jippretendix hlas ghall-
ghajnuna li jaghtina. Dejjem insibuh maghna. Ha
nsemmi xi haga ohra u nuri I-Agape x halliet ta’ gid
warajha u napprezzaw ukoll il-gid li ghamlet Keiko
u r-ragel taghha maghha meta ressqu I-ghedewwa
lejn xulxin, 1-Inglizi lejn il-Gappunizi, u 1-Gappunizi
lejn I-Inglizi.

Rebha Kbira

Kaz iehor kien ta’ Roy Blackler li ghall-istedina
ta’ Keiko accetta li jiehu sehem fl-Agape. Lil
Keiko qalilha ¢ar u tond li Itaga’ kemm iltaga’ ma’
Gappunizi xejn ma ghamillu gid. Imma Keiko, li
kienet taf kemm Blackler kien iebes, haditu ghand
familja Gappuniza 1i kellha t-tfal zghar. Gurnata
minn dak iz-zmien li Roy kien ghand din il-familja,
it-tifla z-zghira haditu maghha fejn ix-xmara halli
jitimghu 1-hut.

F’hin minnhom il-Gappuniza misset idejn Roy u
Roy mess idha wkoll. Dan il-gest tant impressjona
lil Roy, li kif qal hu stess, ghall-ewwel darba
f’hafna snin hassu ferhan li hafer u nesa t-tbatija li
sofra f’idejn il-Gappunizi. Kienu horox, imma t-tfal
taghhom kienu bhat-tfal taghna, xejn izjed u xejn
inqas. Prigunier iehor kien famuz u ta’ min isemmih
biex naraw kemm ix-xoghol li kienet taghmel Keiko
kien perikoluz.

Mela wiehed fost in-nies li stiednet ghall-
pellegrinagg kien Jack Caplass. Dan kien maghruf
ghax fis-sena 1998 kien haraq il-bandiera Gappuniza
quddiem l-imperatur Akihito meta l-imperatur
Gappuniz mar Londra.

It-tifla ta’ dan Jack, Monique kienet wissiet lil

www.imperialbandclub.com
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Keiko biex toqghod attenta ghal missierha ghax
anke l-pulizija sigrieta Ingliza kienet wissietu biex
jikkalma u r-rabja li kellu ghall-Gappunizi kellu
jinsieha u jzomm il-kalma bhala bniedem ¢ivilizzat
u li tassew jixtieq il-paci. Il-pa¢i b’hekk biss tasal
u mhux bil-kwistjonijiet. Keiko stednitu biex imur
Agape imma dejjem qal le ghax ma riedx jiltaga’
mal-Gappunizi imma wara li mar, gie lura gawwi
u shih.

U kaz iehor li nixtieq naghlaq bih hu tas-Sur
Paris, mill-Belt Valletta, li kien prigunier tal-
Gappunizi. Dan Paris, 1i miet ftit ilu ta’ 91 sena, kien
bahri fuq il-frejgata Ingliza, HMS Exeter li kienet
intilfet meta giet mgharrqa fil-battalja fil-Lvant
Imbieghed.

Is-Sur Paris kien inqabad priguner flimkien ma’
tmien bahrin ohra Maltin li ghal xi zmien kienu
prigunieri flimkien. Dan is-Sur Paris jghid kemm
kienu neqsin mill-ikel. L-ikliet kienu jkunu dejjem
ross u kienu jigu msawtin. Dan Paris kien jigbor ftit
bicciet tal-lasktu wzat li s-suldati Gappunizi kienu
jarmu u minnu kien jaghmel xi qorq jew xi sandli u
kien jaghtihom lil shabu. Dawn kienu ipattulu billi
kienu jaghtuh xi ikla ross.

Kulhadd kien ihallas ta’ fqir li kien. Paris jghid
li meta gie lura mill-Gappun gab mieghu par minn
dawn is-sandlijiet li kien jaghmel mill-bicciet tal-
lastku. Dan is-sandli kien tah lis-sindku tal-Belt
bhala tifkira taz-zmien li ghamel bhala prigunier fil-
Gappun. Paris jghid ukoll li kemm dam prigunier
iltaga’ ma’ ragel Skocciz li kien prigunier mieghu u
dan kien ghamillu kuruna u tahielu.

Paris qal li l-kuruna halliha lill-familja tieghu.
Issa, wara din il-kuruna hemm storja. Inhadmet
minn prigunier Skoé¢iz, inghatat lill-prigunier
Malti f’kamp ta’ koncentrament Gappuniz. Hlas
ghall-kuruna kien kikkra ross u fuq kollox il-kuruna
ghandha l-barka ta’ Alla u l-familja li wirtitha
tiftakar minn x’hiex ghadda n-nannu fl-ahhar xhur
tat-Tieni Gwerra Dinjija.

Tfakkarhom f’dawk li kienu prigunieri mieghu
u daqu t-tbatija. Il-familja ta’ Paris tiftakar f’dawn
I-imsejknin 1i mietu. Ix-xoghol ta’ Keiko u
I-pellegrinaggi li kienet taghmel jibqghu jissemmew.
L-Agape ta’ Keiko miktubin fl-istorja u fil-kotba ta’
Alla. Alla ma jinsiehomx. Alla jghozz il-karita li
naghmlu ma’ hutna fil-bzonn.
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Tislima lil
Dun Nazzarenu Caruana

Eddie Camilleri

Kien sacerdot umli. Ghallimtu fl-iskola Primarja, bqajt insegwih ghal
hafna snin fl-iskola fejn kien imur u anke wara meta sar sacerdot. Kien
dejjem attent ghad-dmirijiet li kien igorr bhala kappillan. Niftakar meta
Mons. Arcisqof Mercieca sejjahlu biex isir kappillan tal-parroc¢a gdida
tal-Immakulata Kunc¢izzjoni, il-Hamrun. Imbaghad Hal Ghaxaq u wara
Hal Lija u dan I-ahhar, I-Imqgabba.

Kollha kellhom il-problemi taghhom imma bl-ghajnuna t’Alla, il-
Kappillan Nazzarenu dejjem irranga 1-problemi li sab mill-ahjar li seta’ u
fl-opinjoni tieghi, il-parroc¢¢i baqghu jahdmu u 1-festi titulari baqghu jsiru.
U prova ta’ din l-armonija rajnieha fil-funeral tieghu. Rajna r-rispett tas-
sacerdoti u tal-poplu li kien prezenti. Kull fejn mar hadem ghall-paci u
fl-ahhar ta’ hajtu rajna I-paci tahdem u dehret ¢ara kull fejn kien kappillan.
Alla hekk ried. Kien jixraqlu u hawn il-Mellieha dehret u nhasset ukoll.

Dun Nazzarenu Caruana

STEEL ® GOLD ~ SILVER

ROTUNDA SQUARE, NMOSTA

www.imperialbandclub.com
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Kemm nixtieq narak bhal dari
Rahal ¢kejken bi ftit nies!
Konna Ikoll qaqo¢¢a wahda
Kull filghodu ghall-quddies.

Kemm nixtieq nara 1-ghelieqi
Mahdumin mill-Mellehin,

Min bl-imghazqa jew b’lexxuna,
Mill-haxix kollha mnaddfin!

Kemm nixtieq nara I-imriehel
Jirghu qalb pjanuri ndaf,
Bir-raghaj maghhom jindokrahom
U isimhom ilkoll jaf!

Kemm nixtieq nara l-familja
B’dawk it-tfal jilaghbu tard,
Filghaxija wkoll jitolbu
Spe¢jalment fejn kien hemm mard!

U fejn huma d-djar ta’ dari?
Ghalkemm zghar, kellhom il-kenn,
Mill-perikli li hawn fostna
Boghod mill-hsejjes u mill-genn.

o4t

Ganni Camilleri

Hafna nies kienu bla skola
Ftit li xejn kienu jagraw,
Izda l-paci kienet f’qalbhom
Jghinu ’l min batut jaraw.

Kemm nixtieq inhoss il-paci
Li gawdew il-Mellehin!

Ghax minkejja I-hajja semplici
Kienu dejjem ferhanin.

[I-familja llum ged tbati

Ghax ftit hin taghti ’1 Mulej,
Biex titkellem mieghu u tfahhru
Ghax kull m’ghandha, minnu gej.

Ghax x’jiswew id-djar lussuzi
Fejn il-paci u 1-ferh neqsin?
Mhux ahjar tghix gewwa girna
Boghod mill-hsejjes, mill-hazin.

Evergreen

New Discount Mini Market - under new Management
Triq Napuljun Caruana Dingli * Tel: 2152 2738

Free Delivery

Hinijiet tal-Ftuh: Kuljum mis-6.00am sas-6.00pm ma naghlqu xejn. Fis-Sajf mis-6.00am sas-1.00pm
u mit-3.30pm sas-6.00pm. L-Erbgha mis-6.00am sas-1.00pm
u s-Sibt mis-6.00am sas-2.00pm. Hanut fejn il-mara tad-dar issib kollox bl-irhas prezzijiet

www.imperialbandclub.com
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FREE DELIVERIES
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Esebizzjoni:
“Il-Festa, Vetrina
Taghna I-Maltin”

e
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Frankie kien il-watchman taghna s-sorijiet
f’Hongue. Post fil-Kenja ’l boghod elf kilometru
minn Nairobi. Dan Frankie ried jizzewweg imma
ma kellux flus biex jixtri 1-mara. Gie hdejna u qgal
lil Sor Susanna li jixtieq jikteb ittra lil Maltin biex
jghinuh. Sor Susanna qaltlu biex jikteb kemm irid.
Kiteb lil Sor Rosalia u kitbilha hekk:

“Ghaziza Sor Rosalia, Jien jisimni Frankie u
nixtieq nizzewweg bil-Knisja imma m’ghandix flus.
Missier it-tfajla talabni taghha kemm jiswew 14-il
bagra. Jien naqgla’ biss 500 xelin fix-xahar (ghaxar
liri). Dawk iservuni biex niekol biss u mhux biex
infaddal biex nixtri lil Pawlina. Nixtieq li din l-ittra
turiha lill-kbir ta’ Malta, lill-Isqof u lin-nies kollha.
Naf li intom qalbkom tajba u se tghinuni zgur.”
Inselli ghalikom Frankie.

Niftakar li kien iddobba xi haga minn Malta
imma ma kellux bizzejjed biex jixtri I-mara. Ghadda
ftit taz-zmien sakemm bena l-gharix u ssetilja fl-
ghalqa tieghu. Darba stedinna biex immorru naraw
I-gharix u I-ghalqa tieghu. Jien u Susanna ftehimna li
mmorru dak inhar stess. Domna sejrin mhux hazin,
nitbandlu min-naha ghall-ohra fil-jeep. Frankie
kien joqghod qalb I-ghelieqi. Minn fejn bdejna
nghaddu qatt ma kienet ghadha ghaddiet karozza.
Bdejna nsuqu bl-amment galb il-haxix gholi. F'nofs
I-ghelieqi naraw gej wiehed ixejjer u jaghmlilna
s-sinjali biex inkomplu dehlin ’il gewwa. Kien
Frankie. X hin lemahna beda jghajjat lil Pawlina li
konna wasalna ahna.

Dan Frankie kien bniedem ferriehi u ottimista
u ma jaqtax qalbu. Lil Sor Susanna kien ihobbha
wisq u jirrispettaha. Tant kien jirrispettaha li semma
I-ghalqa tieghu ghaliha. Qasam tank mill-kbar min-
nofs, iddrittah u wahhallu mieghu bi¢¢a zokk biex
ikun fil-gholi u zebghu abjad. Qeghdu fil-bidu tal-
ghalqa tieghu u b’ittri kbar suwed kiteb: “Camilleri
Farm”.

Sadattant waslet Pawlina tifrah bina b’tarbija
fi hdanha u Frankie riedna bilfors niehdu ritratt
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flimkien hdejn it-tabella. Tghidx kemm ferah. Ir-
ritratti jhobbuhom wisq. Dak il-hin bdiet niezla
x-xita u bdejna nghaffgu fil-hamrija u ncafalsu
fit-tajn u bgajna mexjin wara Frankie. Ried jurina
I-ghalga u kull erba’ passi beda jwaqqgafna biex
jurina x’kien hemm mizrugh. Ghalih 1i morna
ahna s-sorijiet fl-ghalqa tieghu kienet xi haga li
¢gib ghira lil dawk kollha li bdew jarawna dehlin
fl-ghalqa tieghu u wisq izjed fl-gharix tieghu. Hu
kollox sew kien hafi jghaffeg fil-hamrija, imma
Susanna, Prassede u jien konna bis-sandli u bil-
kalzetti. Kull sandlija saret tizen kilo bil-hamrija
li wehlet maghha, imma Frankie ma nkwetax.
Minkejja kollox u bix-xita niezla Frankie baqa’
jurina u jwaqqafna bil-pacenzja kollha x’kien
hemm mizrugh. Fl-ahhar wasalna f’nofs 1-ghalqa
fejn kellu l-gharix. Dawn in-nies ihennu hafna
ghal xulxin. Habib tieghu talbu biex jibni gharix fl-
ghalqa tieghu u Frankie kkuntentah. Sid I-gharix ma
kienx hemm u Frankie ma kkonfonda xejn dahhalna
f’dan 1-gharix biex narawh. Bieb ma kienx hemm,
kulma kien hemm xkora mdendla. Dawn in-nies
m’ghandhomx x’jisirqulhom. L-art tal-hamrija, fin-
nofs ftit hatab u fuqu landa mgemmda, sodda biz-
zkuk tas-sigar bi ftit xkejjer fugha u ftit ’il fuq minn
rasu meta jkun mimdud, kien hemm bic¢¢a plastik
imwahhla ma’ bi¢c¢a zokk biex jekk taghmel ix-xita
ma jixxarrabx. Dak kulma kellu fl-gharix.

Issa ried jurina daru, l-ikbar ambizzjoni li kellu,
l-ewwel ma wriena l-gallinar tat-tigieg. Kellu fih
papri, tigieg u serduk. Kellu fuqu ferh kbir b’dan il-
gid kollu. Jien, fejn lI-annimali ma nixba’ qatt, imma
Susanna qaltli i se jurina xi hag’ohra li ghadha
mhix lesta. Ergajna morna warajh, biex jurina l-bir
li kien gieghed ihaffer imma Susanna qaltli li ma
kienx se jsib xortih ghax ghalkemm kien diga’
haffer fil-fond kien ghadu ma sabx ilma. Fi hsiebu
jsemmih: Camilleri Water Project. Dak il-hin
ammirajt l-isforzi, it-tbatija u l-ottimizmu tieghu.
Kemm ibatu dawn in-nies biex jghixu!

www.imperialbandclub.com
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Kien imiss li jehodna fil-villa tieghu. L-gharix
tieghu kien ahjar minn ta’ siehbu ghax kien
maqsum fi tlieta. Dhalna minn bieb baxx u dejjaq
u sibna mejda zghira bi tvalja u tliet siggijiet. L-art
bhal tal-iehor tal-hamrija u lanqas biss indenja
ruhu jillivellaha. Kollha hotob u hofor. Susanna
ghemzitni u bil-Malti qaltli: “Hares lejn il-mejda,
is-siggijiet u 1-bieb ta’ barra, dawk kollha bicciet tal-
injam li ahna nkunu warrabna.”

Jien issugrajt nghidlu biex nara t-taqsim l-iehor
u hu kollu ferhan dahhalni fil-k¢ina. Fiha kellu
armarju tal-qasab li ghamel hu wkoll, kien qisu
qafas tal-gbejniet. Kien fih nofs tuzzana tazzi wahda
mhix bhall-ohra u qalilna li dawk rigali tat-tieg minn
nies differenti.

Sadattant Pawlina marret giebet erba’ bottijiet
tal-landa mill-kbar u mliethom sax-xfar bit-te.
Is-sorijiet xorbuh imma jien ma flahtx nixorbu u
Frankie riedni nixorbu. Susanna qaltlu li hafna
likwidu mhux tajjeb ghalija ghax marida bil-kliewi.
Is-sorijiet 1-ohra xorbuh kollu u Pawlina regghet
marret timlielhom il-bott.

Frankie rega’ ftakar f’xi hag’ohra, telaq jigri
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Ghal
kull xoghol
ta’ kisi, zebgha
u tikhil fuq 1l-fil.
200, Triq Vincenzo Ciappara,

lI-Mellieha - Malta
Mob: 9949 5126

gewwa u narawh gej lura b’kenur. Qalilna li dak
ukoll kien qalghu fit-tieg. Jien kelli kurzita kbira
biex nara l-kamra tas-sodda. Ma ridtx nitlaq minn
hemm qabel nara x’kien fiha dik id-dagsxejn ta’
kamra. Stagsejt lil Frankie jekk nistax nidhol f’dik
il-kamra. Riedni nidhol imma qalli biex nidhol bil-
mod. Jiena obdejt u meta kont fid-dahla tal-bieb biex
nidhol fil-kamra tas-sodda ndunajt ghala. Dik it-
togba ta’ kamra tas-sodda kienet tesa’ sodda wahda
mill-injam li jsib barra. F’kull rokna tal-kamra kien
hemm erba’ qrejjaq fuq il-bajd.

Qabel tlagna minn hemm, Susanna fettlilha ssagsi
lil Frankie jekk lill-mara kienx fdieha, jigifieri jekk
kienx hallas id-dota kollha. Qalilha li lil missierha
baqaghlu jaghtih kemm jiswew tliet baqgriet. Pawlina
ghadha ma rathom qatt nies zewgha.

Missierha ma riedx li tmur tarahom qabel ma
zewgha jhallas id-dota kollha. Il-ftit flus 1i jkollu
jaghtihom lil Susanna biex izzommhomlu ghax
inkella jew jonfoghom jew jaghtihom lil min
jitlobhomlu. L-ghada narah gej bi ftit xelini go
borza tal-karti biex inzommhomlu.

Nawguralkom il-festa t-tajba u gurnata bnazzi.

IR-RAZZETT

FRESH FRUIT &
VEGETABLES

244, Main Street, Mellieha - Malta
Tel: 21 521473
Mobile: 9944 6545

FREE
_ DELIVER ES

www.imperialbandclub.com
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Ma kienx Melliehi. Kien Mosti,
izda jhobb kulma huwa Malti u fi-
ahhar snin kien sar midhla sew tal-
Mellieha.F’xi Zmien kien jghallem ma’
Salvu Buttigieg u Gorg Fenech. Jien
nofsi Melliehi u kont inhobb ingibu
mieghi meta nigi ghall-festa kull sena.
J.J. Camilleri kien edukatur ghomru
kollu, awtur maghruf u mimli taghrif
storiku fuq elf haga madwarna, izda
kien umli u twajjeb.

Wara li mietet martu Josephine
f’Settembru 2005, is-“Sir” — kif kien
maghruf ma’ hafna, u jien konna
niltaqghu aktar spiss u nattendu flimkien
lagghat, wirjiet, kuncerti, festi u kulfejn, hu jew jien
konna nkunu mistednin. Fl-ahhar snin hdimna wkoll
flimkien fis-sotto-kumitat tal-kultura tal-Kunsill
Lokali waqt 1i hu serva wkoll fis-sotto-kumitat tal-
Librerija Pubblika.

Kien ihobb lil Ghawdex — martu kienet Ghawdxija,
u zort il-gZira ohtna bosta drabi mieghu. Harstu kienet
tistrich malli naslu Marsalforn ... aktarx b’hafna
tifkiriet taz-zoghzija u n-namur. Kull meta konna
nghaddu mill-Mellieha kien jirrakkuntali li jiftakar
il-karettuni migbuda mill-bghula jgorru n-nies lejn
1-Ghadira fis-sajf u fix-xitwa l-passiggieri sal-Marfa.
Niftakru jgerger kif il-hafna hwienet u tabelli u arbli u
vetturi u storbju u giri u dhahen u genn tal-lum qatlu
hafna mill-gmiel u s-sliem naturali ta’ rahal kwiet
u twajjeb, rahal vergni jfewwah bi frott ir-raba’ u
I-fwieha tal-bahar mill-bajja sbejha li qisha tirxoxta
kull sajf...

Niftakru joghxa jghidli kif snin twal ilu, vjagg lejn
is-Santwarju tal-Madonna tal-Mellieha, ghal hafna
Maltin kien qgisu safra sabiha. “Bejn it-tul tat-triq u
I-hena tal-Mulej taht dawk is-sigar fid-dahla lejn is-
Santwarju... I-arja nadifa u z-ziffa li tmellsek minn fuq
1-Ghadira!” Mur ghidlu lill-habibi 1-JJ li dawk is-sigar
ukoll sabu sehemhom dis-sena!

F1-2007 in-neputi Kevin Debono kien stedinni
nipprezenta xi programmi ghall-Vitorja fuq l-istazzjon

II-mibki J.J. Camilleri

Ma kienx Melliehi; imma:=:
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Philip Borg

tal-komunitd tal-Ghaqda Piroteknika
Marija Bambina, immexxi minn Toni
Caruana. Kont gibtu mieghi u ntervistajtu
fuq l-Istorja bikrija tal-inhawi u fuq
id-devozzjoni Marjana. Ghamilt zewg
programmi mieghu u kieku seta’ kien
jibga’ sejjer jirrakkonta fuq il-Mellieha u
I-Mellihin. Tista’ tghid qattajna gimgha
gejjin u sejrin il-Mellieha... u kull
darba kien donnu jgerger “kemm sejrin
malajr?”

Sena wara sena konna nkunu
mistednin tal-Banda Imperial ghall-
kuncert tal-festa u ghall-festa nnifisha.
Kien donnu dara l-programm tieghi li
noqghod nitghaxxaq nisma’ z-zewg innijiet sbieh fuq
il-plancier fiz-zewgt itruf tal-pjazza. Jien nintilef fil-
hsibijiet tal-hena tat-tfulija ma’ missieri Guzeppi u
n-nanna Guzeppa ta’ Selmun. Habibi 1-JJ jomghod
fis-skiet il-kliem hlejju ta’ Nikol Biancardi u tal-
avukat George Zammit u mbaghad ifendi battuta minn
tieghu... kull darba kien itenni “sabih dan l-innu, is-
sena d-diehla nghidilhom idahhluni fil-kor!”. L-ewwel
gimgha ta’ Settembru kienet saret appuntament ta’ kull
sena ghalih u ghalija. Kien jibda jfakkarni hekk kif
tghaddi Santa Marija. Fit-tjubija tieghu kien juri I-ferh
tieghu billi jistqarr ma’ kulhadd “fi xjuhiti sirt ukoll
¢ittadin onorarju tal-Mellieha!”

Kien ragel twajjeb, mimli gherf izda umli u modest
f’kulma jghid jew jaghmel. Fuq kull haga jew persuna
li nafu, il-JJ Camilleri kellu aneddotu jew xi dettal
storiku kif ukoll xi battuta lesta biex jislet tbissima.
Darba xtaqt intella’ serata f’giehu flimkien ma’ hbiebi
tal-Ghaqda Talent Mosti, li kienet I-ghaxqa tieghu, u
ridt aktar taghrif dwar hajtu u l-karriera twila li kellu
bhala edukatur. Kemm kemm stagsejtu meta twieled
u mill-ewwel qataghli fil-qasir: “uuuh dags kemm ilu!
Kif tridni niftakar?”

Bqajt nissikkah izda ghalxejn. Kien twajjeb imma
dagshekk iehor determinat jekk jishel idahhal xi haga
f’rasu! Ir-rakkonti tieghu bhala ghalliem, kap ta’ skola
u assistent direttur, kienu mimlijin episodji kif kien

www.imperialbandclub.com
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irnexxielu jibdel xi tifel li ma |
jridx jaf bi skola ghal tifel li |
kapac¢i jaghmel kulma jaraw

ghajnejh. L-osservazzjoni
tal-qaghda  socjali  tat-tfal
u I-familji taghhom kienet

parti essenzjali mill-kuxjenza
tieghu. Iktar ma sirt nafu,
iktar thimt il-kontenut socjali
gawwi fil-hafna kotba tieghu
— uhud minnhom kienu wkoll
text-books tal-Malti ghal min
jaf kemm eluf ta’ studenti!

Haga 1i ftit jafu, il-JJ
kien ihobb ipitter u ghamel
bosta pitturi biz-zejt ta’ xeni
tipi¢i Maltin, l-aktar il-kampanja u xi bini antik jew
kappella gadima mitlufin qalb is-sejjieh u 1-harrub.
Ghall-integrita tieghu serva f’diversi awtoritajiet u
kummissjonijiet nazzjonali. Kien ghal zmien twil
ezaminatur f’sejhiet pubbli¢i u jibqa’ miftakar bhala
wiehed milli stinkaw biex fl-Universita ta’ Malta
tiffunzjona sew il-fakulta gdida tal-edukazzjoni sa
mis-snin sebghin.

L-ghaxqa tieghu jikteb artikli b’taghrif storiku
ghall-kazini tal-Mosta u kulfejn jistednuh, inkluz il-
Kazin tal-Imperial. Il-festa ta’ Marija Assunta kienet
waqt ta’ ferh kbir kull sena. Kiteb l-innu 1-kbir ghas-
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I Soc¢jeta Santa Marija, izda
ma naqasx li jikkontribwixxi
mill-hila letterarja tieghu lis-
So¢jeta Nicolo Isouard ukoll.
Kien ihobb jghidli 1i 1-festa
tal-Bambina kellha rabta ma’
dik ta’ Santa Marija. Dejjem
lest b’xi hlieqa.. “kos hux,
f’Awwissu  nfakkru  meta
I-Madonna temmet hajjitha u
mbaghad, appena tliet gimghat
wara niccelebraw it-twelid
taghha..” Bi tbissima kien
jghid li hemm xi zball fil-
kalendarju...

Joseph John Camilleri kien
Mosti genwin u mahbub. L-antiki tamparu kienu jsibuh
bhala “il-Pjola” ghall-plejer maghruf Taljan li kien fit-
tim li rebah it-Tazza tad-Dinja fI-1938. Il-generazzjoni
ta’ wara, hafna minnhom studenti tieghu, baqghu jafuh
bhala “is-Sir”. B’'mod generali madwar il-pajjiz kollu
baqa’ maghruf bhala 1-“J.J.” — kien ifissirha b’¢ajta...
“gej, gej u ma jasal qatt!”

II-JJ. fl-ahhar wasal... u telagna wkoll fil-5 ta’
Lulju li ghadda fil-ghomor ta’ 84 sena! Il-kittieb u
I-poeta jmut, izda xoghlu jibqa’ ghal dejjem! Is-sliem
Guz, grazzi tal-wirt sabih li hallejtilna f’kitbietek u bl-
ezempju ta’ hajtek!

Abela Norbert
Joiners

Craftmanship
furniture for
clients’ special
requirements!

59, Tarag il-Baqquniera,
Triq in-Nahal, II-Mellieha - Malta
Tel: 2152 3853, 9947 6620

Jawgura [-Festa t-Tajba
(il Kulhadd
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tar-Ruzarju

Kull ordni religjuza ssibilha xi devozzjoni
specjali li din tkun indirizzata 1ill-Omm taghna tas-
sema ‘“Marija”. FI-Ordni Dumnikana tirrisplendi
bil-kbir id-devozzjoni lejn ir-Ruzarju Mqaddes u
din gejja tradizzjonalment mill-Qaddis Fundatur
San Duminku ta’ Gusman, tant li dan insibuh
ikkonfermat fil-Kungress Mondjali Marjan li kien
sar f’Ruma fl-1904 mill-General tal-Ordni ta’ dak
iz-zmien, il-Venerabbli Patri Gja¢int McCormier.
Ghalhekk il-legizlaturi, perswazi mill-qawwa tar-
ruzarju fil-kostituzzjoni, ordnaw biex b’hilithom
kollha tinxtered din id-devozzjoni u jkunu veri
appostli taghha.

Id-Dumnikani mhux biss fil-predikazzjoni
taghhom, huma maghrufa biex ikabbru din id-
devozzjoni tar-ruzarju izda wkoll bil-kilba mhegga,
taw prominenza fit-tixrid taghha f’tant perjodi¢i u
kotba, f’ghaqdiet bhal konfraternitajiet imwaqqfa
sa mill-eqdem Zminijiet tal-Knisja. Il1-Papa Sistu
IV fI-1478, kif ukoll il-Papa Benedittu XV kienu
zejnu lill-knisja tad-Dumnikani ta’ Kolonja b’hafna
indulgenzi b’digrieti tal-Kongregazzjoni tas-Santu
Uffiee¢ju.

Kienu wkoll id-Dumnikani li taw bidu lid-
devozzjoni tas-Sibtijiet bi thejjija ghall-festa tar-
Ruzarju bi hmistax-il Sibt mis-Seklu XVII wara
r-rebha ta’ Luigi XIII, Re ta’ Franza, f’Rockville
kontra 1-Ugonotti. Il-Papiet kollha f’kull Zmien
taw prominenza fid-devozzjoni tar-ruzarju izda
l-aktar fosthom mhux ta’ min ma jsemmix il-
Papa Dumnikan, San Piju V (1504-1572), il-Papa
maghruf tar-Ruzarju, b’mod specjali 1-konnessjoni
mal-battalja ta’ Lepanto.

Kien dan il-Papa 1i hareg l-ewwel enciklika
fuq ir-ruzarju. Dan kien iffissa l-gurnata tas-7 ta’
Ottubru b’dedika lill-Madonna tar-Ruzarju. Kien id-
Dumnikan, il-Beatu Alan de la Roche (1428-1479),
li xerred din id-devozzjoni b’tant hegga. Kien hu
wkoll skont I-istorja li gharaf lil San Duminku bhala
l-ewwel predikatur fit-tixrid ta’din id-devozzjoni
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It-Tixrid tat-Talba

mid-Dumnikani

Raphael Micallef

lejn Marija Santissima li tat lilu fis-Seklu XIII fi
zmien meta 1-Knisja kienet ippersegwitata b’erezija
(Guido De Vecchio O.P.) 1387-1455, ipprietka lil
Marija Omm tar-Ruzarju bit-talent tal-pinzell.

Kienu n-Novizzi Dumnikani tal-Kunvent ta’
San Duminku f’Fiesole li taw bidu lis-simbolika
devozzjoni tax-xahar tal-fjuri f’Mejju u x-xahar
t’Ottubru bhala x-xahar tar-Ruzarju kif insibu li qal
is-Sacerdot Emilio Campala fil-ktieb tieghu (Loco
Cit, Pagna 512 Vol 1.), id-Dumnikan Belgjan Patri
Luke Hellemans, warajh Patri Gjac¢int Berghmans,
il-maghruf fostna Patri E. Klimech fejn dan heggeg
din id-devozzjoni, sahansitra fit-thabrik tieghu bena
s-Santwarju ta’ Fatima f’Malta kemm dan dam
Provingjal ta’ din il-Provin¢ja Maltija.

Patri Dumnikan Marcell Vanni, li xerred ir-
ruzarju mal-Italja, Dumnikani ohra maghrufa bhal
Patri Marie Joseph Lagrange, Dominique Pire, B
Frangisku Coll, Patri Giuseppe Moran (1867) li
kiteb “I Messi d’Ottobre” lid-Dumnikani Spanjoli,
lill-famuz Predikatur Lacordaire li hareg iheggeg
bil-prietki tieghu d-devozzjoni tar-ruzarju. It-
Terzjarju Dumnikan Beatu Bartolo Longo (Avukat),
fundatur tas-Santwarju devot tal-Madonna ta’
Pompei, fl-Italja, lit-Terzjarju Dumnikan iehor S.
Luigi M. Grigor de Montfort.

Santwarji dedikati lill-Madonna tar-Ruzarju
mxerrda madwar id-dinja jaghrfu lid-Dumnikani
bhala Promoturi kbar tar-Ruzarju bhal dak ta’
Lourdes fejn fil-pjazza princ¢ipali hemm fuq il-
bieb skolpita fl-irham il-Madonna tar-Ruzarju ma’
Missierna San Duminku. Gewwa Fatima, madwar
dak is-Santwarju Marjan, tilmah fuq i¢-¢int statwetti
ta’ gaddisin fosthom ta’ Dumnikani u tal-Fundatur
taghhom San Duminku. Mhux ta’ min ihalli barra
1-Papa Terzjarju Dumnikan, il-Beatu Gwann Pawlu
II i, marbut hafna mal-Madonna specjalment f’din
id-devozzjoni tar-ruzarju, zied hames posti godda,
maghrufa “tad-Dawl]”.

www.imperialbandclub.com
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Fil-knejjes kollha f’Malta u Ghawdex ghandek
issib altar iddedikat lill-Madonna tar-Ruzarju
u lil Missierna San Duminku jir¢ievi l-kuruna
tar-Ruzarju u xejn inqas il-Knejjes u 1-Kappelli
tad-Dumnikani f’pajjizna kollha ddedikati lill-
Madonna, fost ohrajn is-Santwarju tal-Madonna
tar-Ruzarju ta’ Fatima f’Gwardamanga.

L-Ordni Dumnikana ghandha protezzjoni
spe¢jali minn Ommna Marija taht dan it-Titlu.
Lil din 1-Ordni Marija Santissima riedet tforniha

Modern Multicultural Cuisine

A la Carte « Pizzeria * Daily
Specialities

Casual Dining with a difference

OPEN AIR DINING
Opening Hours:

Lunch: 11.00am till 3.00pm
Dinner: 6.00pm till 10.30pm
(Closed Wednesday)

ﬂ' .

THE HILLTOP
RESTAURANT

The Hilltop Restaurant G. Borg Olivier Street, Mellieha
For reservatrions call + 356 2152 1101 or +356 9944 5484
E-mail: reservations@thehilltopmellieha.com
Website: www.thehilltopmellieha.com

b’arma setghana u mhux qerrieda, superjuri ghal
kull arma ohra biex teqred l-umanita, arma li tista’
tigi recitata minn kulhadd, ghorrief u mhux, bis-
semplicita taghha, b’sahhitha u debboli, suldati fuq
kull azzjoni.

Ir-Ruzarju huwa garanzija ta’ predestinazzjoni
Eterna. Ghalhekk waqt li nharsu lejn San Duminku
b’ammirazzjoni, nharsu wkoll lejn il-kuruna tar-
ruzarju fejn dan il-Fundatur qieghed jurina li
jirrakkomanda biex nghidu.
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Trig L-Ghorghar, Mellieha Mob:7982 4046 / 9988 3434
(hdejn il-Barriera tal-Blu I-antika)
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Opening hours:

Mon — Tues 07.00 — 18.00

Wed 07.00 — 13.00

Thurs - Fri 07.00 — 18.00

Sat 07.00 — 14.00
Sun Closed

SPECIAL OFFERS AVAILABLE IN STORE

Go Go
MINI MARKET

Mario & Joanne Vella
Snajjin Street
Mellieha, Malta

Tel: 21521445 Free Deliveries

www.imperialbandclub.com
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lI-Bar tal-Kazin
tal-Banda Imperial

Ghal xarba genwina mal-hbieb
jew ghal ikla genwina
(tistghu tordnaw fniek u laham taz-Ziemel)
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7, Pjazza tal-Parrocca, il-Mellieha

Tel: 2152 3467
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Introduzzjoni

Matul din is-sena Malta ged tikkommemora
s-sebghin anniversarju tal-ghoti tal-George Cross
fil-15 ta April 1942 u l-wasla tal-Konvoj ta’ Santa
Marija fil-15 ta’ Awissu 1942. Dan l-artiklu jittratta
attakki 1i saru fuq il-Mellieha matul is-snin 1941 u
1942. Matul 1-1942 l-intensita tal-attakki fuq Malta
kienu iktar determinati bil-ghan li jeqirdu l-potenzjal
tal-gzira li kienet xewka f’dahar 1-Assi. Ghalkemm
il-Mellieha hija ’l boghod mill-Port il-Kbir u
fejn kien hemm l-ajrudromi, u ma kienx jigbed
I-attenzjoni tal-ajruplani tal-ghadu, xorta minn xi
daqqiet tfac¢aw ajruplani u waddbu xi bombi fuq ir-
rahal. L-iktar attakk li kien sar fuq il-Mellieha kien
dak tal-25 ta’ April 1942, fejn il-Kamp tal-Ghadira
kien gie attakkat tliet darbiet fl-istess gurnata.

Dan l-artiklu se jkompli mal-ewwel wiehed, li
deher sentejn ilu fejn kien jitratta attakki li saru fuq
il-Mellieha matul 1-1940.

Ritratt ta’ attakk fuq HMS Illustrious mehud minn fuq ajruplan Germaniz.

Attakki matul I-1941

Ghall-ahhar ta’ Dicembru 1940 elementi minn
Fliegerkorps X gew trasferiti fi Sqallija sakemm
il-korp tal-ajru Germaniz kien preparat biex jibda
I-hidma tieghu kontra 1-gzejjer Maltin. L-Assi saru

www.imperialbandclub.com

Tifkira tas-Sebghin Anmversar]u ta
Malta fit-Tieni Gwerra Dinjija

Attakki mill-Ajru
fuq il-Mellieha
matuII 1941 u'l-1942

kitba ta’Charles Debono

Junkers Ju87 Stuka jiddajvja fuq I-Isla.

jafu li fil-bidu ta’ Jannar 1941 kien salpa konvoj
Ingliz minn Gibilta, fejn wiehed mill-bastimenti
merkantili tieghu kien destinat li jasal Malta biex
jinforza l-gzejjer Maltin. Bastimenti navali tal-
Flotta tal-Mediterran, li kienu jinkludu l-aircraft
carrier HMS Illustrious salpaw minn Lixandra,
I-Egittu, fejn uhud minnhom kellhom jiltaqghu mal-
konvoj. Waqt li kienu fi¢-Centru tal-Mediterranan,
il-Luftwaffe ippreparat serje ta’ attakki biex tgharraq
I-HMS Illustrious, perd fl-10 ta’ Jannar l-aircraft
carrier irnexxielha tasal Malta.

Sitt ijiem wara I-Germanizi bdew Il-ewwel
attakki taghhom fuq Malta 1i baqghu maghrufa
bhala 1-Blitz tal-Illustrious." Fil-15 ta’ Jannar 1941
gie senjalat li ajruplani tal-ghadu kienu ghaddew
minn fuq il-Mellieha, li pero kienu qed jisparaw
fughom il-kanuni ta’ kontra I-ajruplani. Xahar wara,
ezattament fil-11 ta’ Frar gie rrapurtat li fil-5.00pm
ajruplani tal-ghadu immaxingjaw ix-Xemxija. Erbat
ijiem wara splinters minn bombi dehru jaqghu fuq
il-Mellieha.?

Fis-snin ghoxrin u tletin tas-seklu l-iehor (1920s
u 1930s) fil-Bajja tal-Mistra kienu jsorgu ajruplani
tal-bahar u dan baqa’ sejjer anki fl-ewwel xhur tal-
gwerra. Infatti fl-istess post kienu jsorgu ajruplani
tal-bahar tat-tip Sunderland Mk I. Dawn gibdu
l-attenzjoni ta’ ajruplani tal-glied tal-ghadu, meta
fis-7 ta’ Marzu, zewg Messerschmitt Bf109Es tas-
711G 26 immaxingjaw Sunderland L2164 fejn
l-ajruplan sofra diversi hsarat. Is-Surgent A.S. Jones
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Green Yrocer e 7 & Vegtables Didly

Open Monday till Saturday
7.00am till 8.oopm
Sunday 8.ooam till 1.00pm

78, Main Street, Mellieha
Tel: 21521599

Hunter’s Snack Bar

Vjal il-Helsien, Haz-Zebbug
Mob: 9927 2785
Prop. Darren Micallef

SALA IMPERIAL

|deali ghal ricevimenti tal-Maghmudijiet,
tal-Pracett, tal-Grizma, tal-Engagements u
ghal kull attivita socjali ohra.

Ghal aktar informazzjoni avvicinaw
lill-membri tal-Kumitat, jew cemplu
fuq in-numri tat-telefown:

21 523467 u 21 520536

www.imperialbandclub.com
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Sunderland L2164 jagbad.

mall-ewwel mar fuq wiehed mill-machine-guns
Vickers K tal-istess ajruplan, fejn ipprova jwaqqa’
l-ajruplan, li perd wassal minflok ghall-mewt tieghu
fil-post fejn kien.

Tlitt ijiem wara, regghu tfaccaw ajruplani tal-
glied tal-ghadu fejn din id-darba ghamlu attakk
iktar determinat. Messerschmitts ittajru fil-baxx u
immaxingjaw Sunderland T9046, qabel ma regghu
dawwru harsithom lejn L2164, fejn din id-darba
safa attakkat serjament u thalla jagbad. Sar attentat
biex l-ajruplan jingibed lejn il-bajja, pero kien kollu
ghalxejn ghax lehaq ghereq f’bahar baxx.?

—

Sunderland 12164 maqsum fi tnejn.

Xahrejn wara, fit-12 ta’ April 1941 gie rrapurtat
li fil-1040pm waqghu bombi ’il barra mill-
Qammieh, filwaqt li l-ghada ajruplani tal-ghadu
waddbu bombi fl-inhawi tal-Bajja tal-Ghadira. Fid-
29 ta’ April ghal habta tas-7.30pm wagqt attakk mill-
ajru, kanuni ta’ kontra l-ajruplani bdew jisparaw
fuq ajruplani tal-ghadu, wiehed minnhom, tat-tip
Junkers Ju88 mid-9/LG 1 intlagat u beda jagbad. Il-
bdoti qabzu bil-paraxut u kollha nqabbdu minnufih,
mentri l-ajruplan ikkraxxja fin-Naval Firing Range
tal-Kamp ta’ Ghajn Tuffieha.* Gie rrapurtat ukoll

- il

u-...-u.E.:l _-_'E."L--‘.'.._' =
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li balla ta’ kanun ta’ kontra l-ajruplani waqghet fit-
Triq il-Mithna 1-Qadima li taghti ghal Mizieb.’

Episodju simili gara fis-6 ta’ Mejju meta fis-
6.30pm balla ohra ta’ kanun ta’ kontra l-ajruplani
waqghet din id-darba fil-Bajja tal-Armier. Disat
ijiem wara, fil-15 ta’ Mejju 1941 gie rrapurtat li fil-
4 .45am, twaddbu hames bombi in¢endjarji fuq Tal-
Bisqra, fejn tqabbat ukoll xi tiben.

Matul ix-xahar ta’ Mejju, elementi minn
Fliegerkorps X bdew ihallu Sqallija, uhud lejn il-
Libja u l-kumplament taru lejn 1-Ewropa tal-Lvant
biex jippartecipaw fl-Invazjoni mill-Assi tal-Unjoni
Sovjetika, li bdiet fit-22 ta’ Gunju. Matul ix-xhur
tas-sajf ir-Regia Aeronautica kompliet wehidha bl-
attakki taghha fuq Malta, perod 1-Germanizi kellhom
jergghu jirritornaw lejn Sqallija ghall-ahhar tal-
1941, din id-darba Fliegerkorps Il kellha l-ordni
biex tinnewtralizza lil Malta. Ghall-ahhar tal-1941
naraw li fit-23 ta’ Novembru twaddbet bomba f’Tal-
Migduma, li perd ma splodietx.

":w"n-_l.- .

Junkers Ju88 eskortat minn zewg Messerschmitt Bf109Fs fi trigithom biex
jibbumbardjaw lil Malta.

Attakki matul I-1942

L-ewwel attakk li sar fuq il-Mellieha fis-sena
I-gdida kien fid-19 ta’ Jannar 1942 meta filghodu
kmieni gie rrapurtat li waqghet bomba f’ghalqa
f’Ghajn Zejtuna.® Disat ijiem wara, fit-28 ta’
Jannar, zewg Messerschmitt Bf109Fs tfaccaw fuq
il-Mellieha ghal habta tas-6.13am, segwiti iktar
tard minn tlieta u sittin Junkers Ju88s u wiched u
ghoxrin Junkers Ju87 Stukas, meta ghal habta tat-
7.57am attakkaw il-Kampijiet tal-Ghadira u Ghajn
Tuffieha, li perd kkawzaw ftit hsarat.”

Fl-ahhar gurnata tal-istess xahar, il-31 ta’ Jannar
1942, ajruplani tal-ghadu waddbu sittax-il bomba

II-Junkers Ju88 li kkraxxja fin-Naval Firing Range tal-Kamp ta’ Ghajn Tuffieha.

www.imperialbandclub.com

'Juhkersrlursrsf’ajrudm'ﬁS'q'aillijra. ———

!ﬁ‘,ﬁ!ﬂ_wwf‘+4h+~rj-ﬁ+~t~tﬁt;\1




]

vododle Bk olie dlia)

f’ghelieqi fl-Ahrax tal-Mellieha u splodew kollha, li
pero ma kinux rappurtati vittmi. Fix-xahar ta’ wara,
fit-22 ta’ Frar erba’ bombi waqghu bejn Il-Blata u
Selmun, li perd ma kkagunaw l-ebda imwiet jew
hsara.

Xahrejn wara, matul il-Blitz ta’ April 1942, fis-7
tal-istess xahar, wagqt li kanuni ta’ kontra I-ajruplani
kienu ged jisparaw fuq ajruplani tal-ghadu, balla
minn kanun minnhom waqghet u splodiet fi Triq
I-Gholja, fejn zewg suldati tal-Ewwel Battaljun tal-
King’s Own Malta Regiment (KOMR) u persuna
¢ivili gew feruti. Sebat ijiem wara, fl-14 ta’ April,
ajruplani tal-ghadu waddbu hames bombi fl-inhawi
tal-Ghadira, li perd ma kkagunaw l-ebda feruti jew
hsara.®

L-ikbar attakk fuq il-Mellieha, 25 ta’

April 1942

Kif ghedna minn Jannar sa’ April 1942 kienu
diga saru diversi attakki fuq il-Mellieha pero l-ikbar
attakk li qatt sar fuq ir-rahal tal-Mellieha kien dak
tal-25 ta’ April 1942. Matul din il-gurnata kienu
saru tliet attakki, filghodu, f’nofs inhar u filghaxija.
L-ewwel tinwiha tas-sirena instemghet fis-6.40am
fejn numru ta’ ajruplani tal-ghadu tfaccaw fuq il-
Bajja tal-Ghadira u waddbu diversi bombi fuq il-
kamp, fejn tkissru tank tal-ilma u numru ta’ barrakki.
Matul dan l-attakk tilfu hajjithom zewg rekluti,
Anthony Baldacchino u Nazzareno Grech.'” F’dan
l-attakk kienu twaddbu hafna bombi in¢endjarji, li
waqghu kemm fuq il-kamp kif ukoll fuq ir-rahal li
gew f’numru ta’ toroq.

Junkers Ju88.

Ajruplani tal-ghadu regghu tfaccaw fuq il-
Melliecha ghal habta tas-12.50pm fejn twaddbet
bomba ta’ kalibru kbir fuq il-Kamp tal-Ghadira.
Numru ta’ bombi inc¢endjarji waqghu fil-Wied ta’
Ghajn Znuber u fl-ghelieqi vi¢in ir-rahal, li perd ma
kkawzaw l-ebda feruti. L-ahhar attakk tal-gurnata
sar fis-5.45pm meta numru ta’ ajruplani tal-ghadu
waddbu bombi f’ghelieqi fil-vi¢inanzi tal-Mellieha,
fuq il-Kamp tal-Ghadira, Kamp ta’ Ghajn Tuffieha,
I-Irdum ta’ Bajda u 1-Mizieb, li perd0 ma kkawzaw
l-ebda imwiet jew feruti'!

T ord it b g e pe b e b
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Iktar attakki fuq il-Mellieha

Fit-28 ta’ April gie rrapurtat li filghodu waqghet
bomba fil-Kamp tal-Ghadira.'” L-ghada sar attakk
iehor, fejn erba’ ajruplani tat-tip Cant Z.1007
eskortati minn erbgha u ghoxrin Macchi C202
gew rrappurtati li attakkaw il-Kamp tal-Ghadira
minghajr ma kkawzaw imwiet jew feruti.”* Fit-30
ta’ April gie rrappurtat waqghu xi bombi fuq il-
Mellieha, fejn tilef hajtu Joseph Debono.'*

Cant 2.1007.

Fid-9 ta’ Mejju twaddbu xi bombi inc¢endjarji
fuq Selmun. Sitt ijiem wara, ajruplani tal-ghadu
waddbu bombi fuq il-blat ta’ Ghajn Znuber. It-
Taljani rriturnaw fuq il-Mellieha fil-15 ta’ Mejju,
meta ghal habta tad-9.15am tfaccaw tliet Savoia
Marchetti SM84, eskortati minn 30 Macchi C.202
fi trigithom lejn San Pawl il-Bahar, 1i pero waddbu
xi bombi fuq Forti Campbell."” Bombi ohra waqghu
Ghajn Zejtuna.'® Fil-lejl tat-30/31 ta’ Mejju ajruplan
tal-ghadu waddab bomba fil-wied faccata tal-Ghassa
tal-Pulizija, fejn gew milquta tliet idjar."”

S
Fiat BR20M.

Fis-17 ta’ Gunju ghal habta tas-1.30am tfac¢a
fuq il-Mellieha ajruplan Taljan tat-tip Fiat BR20M,
fejn fethu n-nar fuqu kanuni ta’ kontra l-ajruplani.
L-ajruplan beda jwaddab il-bombi u whud minnhom
gew fuq ir-rahal.'® Matul il-lejl tat-28/29 ta’ Lulju
1942 disa’ Junkers Ju87 Taljani attakkaw post mhux
specifikat fl-inhawi tal-Ghadira, 1i probabbilment
kienet il-postazzjoni tas-searchlight f’Tal-Bisqra.

Wara 1i waslu hames bastimenti merkantili tal-
Konvoj ta’ Santa Marija bejn t-13 ul-15 ta’ Awwissu
1942, Malta bdiet terga’ tqum fuq saqajha. Minn
Malta bdew jerghu jsiru attakki fuq konvojs li kienu
jibghatu 1-Assi lejn il-Libja. L-Assi regghu ghamlu
attentat tal-ahhar biex almenu jwaqqfu dil-hsara li

www.imperialbandclub.com
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Heinkel He-111.

bdiet issir minn Malta f’Ottubru tal-istess sena.

Fil-11 ta Ottubru, dehru numru gmielu ta’
ajruplani tal-ghadu ghaddejin minn fuq il-Mellieha
li kienu jikkonsistu minn sittax-il Junker Ju88
eskortati minn sbatax-il Reggiane Re2001 u hamsa
u ghoxrin Macchi C202. Huma kienu diretti lejn
l-istazzjon tar-radar tas-Salini, perd xi bombi
waqghu fuq il-Mellieha wkoll." Fit-12 ta’ Ottubru
ghall-habta tat-8.00pm ajruplani tal-ghadu waddbu
numru ta’ bombi inc¢endjarji f’ghelieqi f’Ghajn
Tuffieha li ma kkagunaw l-ebda imwiet jew hsara.
Fl-14 ta’ Ottubru ajruplan Germaniz tat-tip Heinkel
Hell11 deher fuq il-Mellieha u waddab xi bombi fuq
Ghajn Tuffieha.® L-ghada (15 ta’ Ottubru) waqghet
bomba fuq Gnien Ingraw li kkawzat il-mewt ta’ tifel
ta’ 6 snin, filwaqt li Zewg persuni ohra sfaw feruti.
Hames bombi ohra waqghu fl-inhawi tat-Torri tal-
Ahrax, fejn gie ferut baghal. Fis-16 ta’ Ottubru
regghu dehru ajruplani tal-ghadu, fejn waqghu xi
bombi fi Triq is-Salib.?!

F’din il-minisensiela ta’ artikli dwar attakki fuq
il-Mellieha, li apparti I-Kamp tal-Ghadira li kien jigi
attakkat frekwentament, ftit li xejn waqghu bombi
fuq ir-rahal innifsu. Bombi tal-ghadu waqghu wkoll

fuq il-kampanja u l-ghelieqi Mellehin. Fatt kurjuz
ukoll li rajna kien il-balal tal-kanuni ta’ kontra
I-ajruplani li ma kinux jisplodu fl-arja u jaqghu f’xi
Zona abitata.

(L-awtur huwa Storiku u Kuratur tal-Muzew
Nazzjonali tal-Gwerra, fil-Forti Sant’Jiermu, il-
Belt Valletta, parti mis-Sezzjoni Marittima u Storja
Militari ta’ Heritage Malta).
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For more information visit our showroom at
37, Main Street, Mellieha or call us on 2152 4585 or 7986 5292
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We offer a selection of wall and floor tiles
in different sizes, starting from €7.50 per
meter. We also have mirrors, bathroom
cabinets, Grohe mixers & fittings, water
heaters, etc... Clearance sale on various
bathrooms accessories like, shower cubicles,
cabinets, mirrors & more...
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SANTA MARIA

. Service Station
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Sebghin sena ilu, ezattament fil-15
ta’ April 1942, Malta nghatat il-George
Cross mir-Re Gorg VI tal-Ingilterra ghal
qlubija li wriet u kienet ghadha turi kontra
l-attakki gliel tal-Assi, jigifieri t-Taljani u
l-Germanizi. L-ewwel attakk fuq Malta sar
fil-11 ta’ Gunju 1940 u minn dik il-gurnata
’il quddiem Malta sabet ruhha fuq il-front
tal-gwerra. Bl-intervent tal-Germanizi fil-
Mediterran l-attakki mhux talli zdiedu talli
saru hafna iktar gliel.

Is-sena 1942 kienet l-aghar tal-gwerra
ghal Malta fejn numru sostanzzjali ta’ Maltin
tilfuhajjithom filwaqthafnabini safa mgarraf.
L-aghar xahar tal-gwerra ghal Malta kien
April, li baga’ maghruf il-Blitz ta’ April 1942.
Matul dan ix-xahar kienu twaddbu 6,727
tunnellata ta’ bombi, filwaqt li 339 nies ¢ivili
u 208 nies tas-servizz tilfu hajjithom.' Dan
kien ix-xahar fejn il-Luftwaffe, il-Qawwa
tal-Ajru Germaniza kienet determinata li
tinnewtralizza lil Malta bhala preludju ghall-

THE QEGEAF fRIOE
ar -|hI|: Lrang

L-artiklu li deher fuq
it-Times of Malta,
tal-Gimgha 2 ta’ Ottubru
1942, fejn jitkellem fuq
ic-cerimonja tal-ghotja
tal-George Cross, li saret

Sebghin anniversarju'tal-ghotja
tal-George Cross lillMalta
Incident relatat mac¢-cerimonja

tal George Cross fil-Mellieha

kitba ta’ Charles Debono

¢erimonja li saret fil-Mellieha gie rrappurtat
li ragel ta’ 28 sena li kien jogqghod fi Triq
il-Parroc¢ca, 1i mieghu kellu lil ohtu ta’ 8
snin, fejn wagqt li kienu jsegwu ¢-cerimonja
simbolika, gie nnutat li t-tifla kellha
bandiera Taljana f’idejha. Skont I-isthrarrig
li sar jidher 1i mat-tifia kien hemm ukoll
tifel 1i jigi t-tifel ta’ huha. Meta r-ragel ra
I-bandiera hadielha minn idha minnufih.
Jidher li 1-bandiera kienet inxtrat mit-tifel xi
granet qabel minghand ragel ta’ 62 sena li
kellu hanut fil-pjazza tal-parrocca, fejn dan
kellu ghal bejgh diversi bnadar ta’ pajjizi
differenti. Kien anki maghruf is-simpatiji
li kellhom iz-zewg irgiel. Ir-ragel tal-hanut
kien maghruf li kellu simpatija pro-Taljana,
filwaqt li r-ragel l-iehor kien pro-Ingliz.?
Dan l-in¢ident juri kif ghalkemm Malta
ghaddiet minn dik it-tbatija kollha xorta kont
ghadek issib nies li kienu favur I-ghadu. Din
hija sitwazzjoni fejn dak li jkun ried joqghod
attent kif jitkellem minhabba li facilment

invazjoni, li fortunatament qatt ma sehhet.
Kien ghalhekk li r-Re Gorg VI tal-Gran
Brittanja kien ta 1-George Cross lil Malta, biex jonora
lil din il-gzira ghas-sehem qalbieni tal-gwarniggjun
u l-popolazzjoni ta’ dawn il-gzejjer fil-gwerra kontra
1-Assi. Ghalkemm il-George Cross inghata fil-15 ta’
April 1942, i¢-Cerimonja saret fit-13 ta’ Settembru tal-
istess sena. Dan minhabba li kif ghedna qabel matul
ix-xahar ta’ April kienu ghadhom ghaddejjin attakki
gliel. Wara li saret i¢-¢erimonja fi Pjazza San Gorg,
quddiem il-Palazz tal-Gvernatur, li fiha hadet sehem
ukoll il-banda tal-Ewwel Battaljun tal-King’s Own
Malta Regiment, li kien stazzjonat fil-Mellieha, saru
¢erimonji simili f’kull belt u rahal tal-gzejjer Maltin.
I¢-¢erimonja tal-ghotja tal-George Cross fil-pjazza
tal-Mellieha saret nhar it-Tnejn, 28 ta’ Settembru
1942. Maghha hemm marbut in¢ident kurjuz li jixhed
il-mod kif kienu jahsbuha 1-Mellehin u l-awtoritajiet
f’dawk il-granet koroh tal-gwerra. Matul ic-
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fil-Mellieha nhar it-Tnejn,
28 ta’ Settembru 1942.

seta’ jigi inkriminat li kien favur I-ghadu.
Dan l-in¢ident juri wkoll 1li I-awtoritajiet
kienu attenti ghal xi possibilta ta’ infiltrazzjoni mill-
ghadu. Ma rridux ninsew li dan I-in¢ident sehh erba’
xhur wara l-episodju ta’ Carmelo Borg Pisani, li kien
gie minn Sqallija biex jispjuna ghat-Taljani, ghax
kien jemmen li Malta hija parti mill-Italja. Hu kien
inqabad mal-ewwel u wara li ghadda guri nstab hati
ta’ tradiment u gie mghallaq f’Novembru 1942.

(L-awtur huwa Storiku u Kuratur tal-Muzew
Nazzjonali tal-Gwerra, fil-Forti Sant’Jiermu, il-
Belt Valletta, parti mis-Sezzjoni Marittima u Storja
Militari ta’ Heritage Malta).

Referenzi:
! Philip Vella, Malta: Blitzed but not beaten, (Malta, 1985), p
112.
2 Okkurrenzi tal-Pulizija.
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Valletta Road, Lugo
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